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WAGGA  WAGGA  CROQUET  CLUB 

2021 

 
The story of croquet in Wagga Wagga goes back to the nineteenth century, but the organised Club 

apparently came into existence in 1909. According to an item in the Wagga Daily Advertiser, croquet 

was to be included in the sports to be played in a Carnival at the Race Course early in 1901. No follow 

up to this has been found.  

The next verifiable date is from the Wagga Wagga Advertiser on Tuesday July 27 1909, when the 

following appeared: 

 

. 

 

                                                           
 

Muriel Hunter was born 30 October1862 in Chiltern, Victoria, and died 8 July 1942 in Manly NSW. 

She is buried in the Wagga Wagga Cemetery. Her parents had come from Ireland. 

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=fairbrother&id=I3637&ti=5538
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Our first existing Presidents Board, now hanging in the Croquet Clubhouse, commenced in 1921, and 

presumably the Club was still in Peter Street, as it moved to the City Bowling Club in Sturt St when that 

Club was established in the mid-twenties. 

 

At the Bowling Club the Croquet Club had the use of a lawn and a couple of rooms, for which, story has 

it, in lieu of rent they provided afternoon tea for the bowlers, boiling water in a copper! 

 

The existing records of the Croquet Club (minute books and cash books) go back only to 1938, although 

honour boards in the Clubhouse bear testimony to continuous existence prior to that date. These early, 

and later, minutes and financial records are in the Riverina Regional Archives. 

 

In the late 1930s, the Bowling Club wanted to use the croquet lawn, so the Club began negotiations with 

the City Council for a new site. Various positions were suggested but were unsuitable, until the present 

site in Fitzhardinge Street was agreed on in 1940. Further action was held over until after the war. 

 

                     
                                   1948                          2008 

 

The Council prepared the 2 ½ lawns with good drainage on a previous swamp next to Robertson Oval, 

which was similarly prepared for cricket and football. These were on a large block of Crown land 

bordered by Tarcutta St, Morgan St, Fitzhardinge St and Edward St, which had been gazetted for 

recreational purposes in the nineteenth century.  Council also built the first Clubhouse, with meeting 

room, kitchen, toilet and mallet room. 

 

Finally the Club moved to its new location in 1949, but because the lawns were not in a satisfactory 

condition due to flooding until some time in 1950, play continued at the Bowling Club. The Clubhouse 

was officially opened by the Mayor on 14th January 1950. A second room was added in 1958, to double 

the indoor space. Card Parties were held monthly for many decades to assist with finances. Much of the 

grounds work was done voluntarily. 
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Membership of the Wagga Ladies Croquet Club did not include a male until some time in the 1970s 

when a young greenkeeper joined in for a year or two before he moved on. A New Zealand man spent a 

year as a member in 1991 before returning home, and the husband of a member joined in 1994, but the 

club remained mainly female. 

 

With the introduction of incorporation, a new constitution was drawn up and the name was officially 

changed to Wagga Wagga Croquet Club. 

 

Two members acquired their coaching qualifications in 1988 and began teaching Association Croquet. 

Membership quickly increased, with men as well as women joining the Club. They also assisted Young 

and Cootamundra in learning Association Croquet when Clubs were established there.  

 

The introduction of “Come-and-Try” Days were successful in attracting interest and new members, and it 

was at the one in April 2001 that Jim Nicholls, who has played for NSW and Australia, tried his hand 

and never looked back. 

 

Some members travelled to various carnivals in New South Wales and Victoria and brought back 

“innovations” such as timer clocks and a greater knowledge of A.C. rules to enhance the operation of the 

Club. Because of the distance from other clubs Wagga players had little interaction with or competition 

against other players on a regular basis. 

 

School Croquet began in about 1996, with pupils from various High Schools coming on their sports days 

for Golf croquet. By 2004, The Riverina Anglican College had established a routine of introducing every 

Year 8 student to golf croquet in Term 2. Other schools continued to participate intermittently. TRAC 

continued its participation until 2020. 

 

The Club first participated in the biennial Australian Veteran Games in Wagga in 1993, and continued to 

attract players from interstate as well as N.S.W., from Bribie Island to Phillip Island, until the WWVG 

folded. At the time of the first games the courts were constantly shaded and wet on the northern side in 

winter due to the high trees along the Swimming Pool fence, and it was a threat from Croquet to 

withdraw from the Games that saw trees removed, a new fence and shelters erected, and the badly 

sloping lawn levelled.  

 

The Croquet Carnival was played in 4 blocks, and one year one of our members made four cushions, 

each depicting our mouse mascot, in tapestry, for the winners.  

 

     
  

        Veterans Games entrants 1998                First Prize            Wagga Wagga Tourist Centre Tent 

 

In 2009, the tent that Wagga Tourist Centre lent the Club for the four days, and said did not need to be 

taken down each night, mysteriously disappeared on the Friday night, never to be seen again. All that 

was left was one tent peg. 
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A.C. and G.C. Carnivals have been held since, but with the decline in interest in A.C. and the growth of 

G.C., only the latter has flourished.         

 

 In 2000 the Club celebrated the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Clubhouse. 

 

          
 

 

In 2004 Golf Croquet, which had been played by A.C. players as a “secondary” game, was introduced on 

a wider basis and membership increased rapidly to the extent that within a few years it became necessary 

to obtain a third court. When extra land was obtained from the Wagga Wagga City Council in 2014 the 

grounds were extended to three full courts. 

 

The nearest Clubs to Wagga are Albury and Wodonga (affiliated with Victoria), Young and Canberra. 

“Friendship Days” were held for a few years between Albury and Wagga. The Peg Whitty Trophy was 

competed for annually for a few years between Young, Cootamundra (now defunct) and Wagga.  

 

With the increased interest in Golf Croquet, the Club hosted an annual one-day event between Albury, 

Wagga and Young, with both AC and GC competed for. 

 

This developed into an annual one-day GC event, “3WAY”, featuring Wagga Wagga, Walla Walla, 

Wodonga, Albury and Young. 

 

In 2011 the annual GC Carnival over 3-4 days was introduced, and welcomes participants from far and 

wide. 

 

Gateball was introduced in 2012 with interest from The Riverina Anglican College, but lasted only 2-3 

years, lacking leadership as people moved away.  

 

One of the problems with a country Club is the uninvited visitors! 

 

                              
 

The Club welcomes corporate social events, to introduce Golf Croquet to non-members and help 

finances. U3A participates in GC weekly during term, resulting a number of new members for the Club. 


