BALLINA CROQUET CLUB
After a busy conclusion to our croquet activities in 2008 our numbers have been
down over the Christmas and holiday season because of family commitments and our
extreme humid weather conditions that we have experienced. However we are back
to full pace again as our annual competitions have recommenced and we have
reverted back to our normal am and pm playing times in Association Croquet. Golf
Croquet players continue to enjoy their games twice weekly.
On the 12th December we had a most enjoyable Christmas lunch in the air-conditioned Bowling and Recreation Club.
President Mary and computer-whiz Elspeth spent many hours compiling a power-point presentation of Croquet players past
and present which was very interesting. All present received a souvenir programme which featured a miniature photo of all
the 2008 Trophy winners for both Association and Golf players. The Trophies were presented following a delicious lunch.
After a lapse of three years we were pleased to be able to host the Mums Cup, a prestigious
Northern Rivers Association event in November. The Mums Cup Doubles Championship was
first contested in 1935 and played for regularly over many years. The Cup was keenly contested
by players representing Byron, Ballina Lismore and Kyogle. The winners were Bev Bass and
Robbie Stock (Lismore) (photographed). The Runners-up were Dick Smith and Helen Gavan
(Ballina).
We now have enjoyed our beautiful new clubhouse and lawns since November 2007, adjoining
the Bowling and Recreation Club who have maintained our lawns and surrounds and have been
generous to our Club in many ways, most recently with a much appreciated computer and printer. The Bowling Club is
celebrating their Centenary this year, commencing with Australia Day. This year Ballina’s Australia Day event was held in
Hampton Park, adjoining the Croquet Club, and the celebrations were a combined effort of the Shire Council and the
Bowling Club. A program of events had been organized in a huge marquee commencing at 9am. The Ambassador this year
was Steven Bradbury, ice-skating gold medal winner at the 2002 Winter Olympics.
Our President Mary and many helpers were there early on the day setting up our two lawns into half courts as part of the
afternoon entertainment. Captain Julie had prepared an information leaflet as a handout for any interested persons and
several players were on hand to demonstrate the game of croquet. A full afternoon of family fun activities had been
organised by the Bowling Club, but unfortunately rain marred the proceedings. The Croquet
Players continued in spite of the weather, and concluded their
day with damper and tea.

Croquet Captain Julie O'Brien with the Mayor of Ballina Cr.
Phillip Silver and Australia Day Ambassador Steven Bradbury.
Photo taken at Australia Day Celebrations.

Dorothy McCall
Publicity Officer

The Club champion Dick Smith with Captain Julie O'Brien.
Photo taken at the Presentation of Trophies December 2008

You’ve heard it said that croquet wasn’t meant to be easy … but...is this just a bit too much?
Wagga Croquet Club was under siege!
The Greenkeeper was furious
when the enemy swarmed on to
his beloved turf; then he brought
out the heavy armaments and
sprayed them. Playing over all
these obstacles was not easy.
We hope other Clubs were spared
an attack like this.
Nora Scott
Page 20

At Tempe on Friday 6th February more than seventy players gathered from a wide
range of clubs. These players came to enjoy the annual Gala Day organised by CNSW
to officially launch its new croquet year. Players from Nowra braved the heat and
travelled on the 5:45 am train to be at Tempe for the 10am start. The lawns were
suitably impressive - looking very green despite the hot, dry weather conditions. The
weather forecast was HOT and the prediction was correct!
Before the start all players were handed a sheet with the various activities listed.
Everyone found this most useful and many kept a record of their personal scores.
After a short welcome from Jackie
McDonald, president of CNSW, the
activities began.
There were over fifteen clubs represented with thirteen clubs taking charge of an
activity. One of the most popular challenges was an activity designed by Roger
Evans, from Jamberoo, "The Roo". Roger had used his engineering skills to
produce an interesting jump challenge. Roger kindly coached those not familiar
with a jump shot, through both demonstration and instruction, some of the
different methods of performing this shot with success.

Gerry Hassett (Jamberoo) simulates jumping
the blue ball through a hoop using The Roo

Some other activities were, Spot the Hoop, Eggs in the Basket, Bagatelle, Corner to
Corner, Best in 20, Tunnel and Ladder. Most players also managed to play a shortened version of golf croquet most ably run
by Sutherland club. At 11:15am everyone enjoyed a break for morning tea munching on delicious goodies provided by some
of the players. After the break play began again, with many players trying to beat their previous scores in certain challenges.
Some of the comments made to me about the day were:- lovely, pleasant and friendly
- awesome time
- really enjoying interaction between clubs

- happy to be here

- like the diverse activities

- some look so easy but are difficult

- enjoying the different skill challenges

- love getting together with other clubs

- extreme conditions, 2008 cold and wet, 2009 hot and steamy, hopefully 2010 will be just right!
The weather, lawns, friendliness of everyone attending all contributed to an excellent day.
My thanks go to all the members who ran the interesting activities and to the clubs for
providing the prizes for each one.
Also to the CNSW executive for all the organisation - no day is successful without a great
committee doing the hard work.
In 2010, let's hope there will be an attendance of over 100 players enjoying a cooler
summer day!
Ingrid Cohen
Sydney Croquet Club

Pondering the intricacy of the Ladder

From the President
The 2007 Croquet season began on Friday 6th February
with the Gala Day at Tempe. Gala Day is an excellent
opportunity for both players of all standards to meet new
friends and renew old acquaintances. It was pleasing to
see about seventy participants cheerfully ignoring the heat
and trying their skills (or should I say luck) at 13 different
activities. Because of the heat we did have a break during
the morning but it was still very pleasant to move in to the
Concordia Club with our lunches. Thank you to those
clubs who conducted the activities.
I do hope that you have all carefully perused this year’s
calendar and decided which events you will attend. There
are events to cater for all levels of ability in both
Association and Golf Croquet and I would urge you to
support the Tournament Committee’s efforts to raise the
general standard of play in New South Wales. You will
have noticed the change in the Golf Croquet Pennants to
three divisions and the extended time for play. Remember
that the entries for Golf Croquet Pennants should be in by
the end of March.
Country people often tell me that that they don’t compete
in Sydney as it is too expensive. I have organised with
Lane Cove Tourist Park for croquet players to receive a
10% discount. This applies to caravans, tents and cabins
and all you have to do is show your Handicap Card when
booking in. The park is close to the M2 and Epping Road,
is a ten minute bus ride to Chatswood Station and about
thirty minutes to Tempe by car.
Over the Christmas break Geof and I attended the ‘Turning
on of the Lights’ at Maitland. It certainly is very pleasant
to have the opportunity to play at night especially while
this hot weather is prevailing.

From the Editor
Another year, another chance for more great croquet! Good
luck to all.
The very hot weather of late has made playing a little more
difficult, especially on lawns where there is little or no shade,
Whilst the conditions should be improving from now, there is a
timely article on p.15 regarding the precautions that should be
taken when playing any sport in hot weather. In speaking of
hot weather, it is hard not to reflect on the horror facing so
many fellow Australians in the turmoil of the recent fires. Our
thoughts are with all those involved, as well as those being
badly affected in the north with floods - the contradication of
our country!
It has taken quite a lot of cajoling to fill this issue. I would love
to hear from clubs who rarely send in any news of the activities
at their club. You do not need to have big events, just anything
that gives other club members of CNSW the opportunity to hear
something that you might be doing in your corner of our state.
Photos can make an article more interesting, but they are not
essential if that is the reason you are not sending anything in for
publication. If the computer is the problem, just send the
articles by snail mail and they can be transcribed. I want to be
flooded with items for all future issues of the Newsletter.
On p.3 of the December issue, there was a great photo of a
jump shot. I want to acknowledge that this photo was taken by
Jude Keogh of the Central West Daily, Orange. These details
had not been provided when the photo was submitted for the
Newsletter. It is very important that the identity of
photographers be acknowledged when submissions are made,
especially when the photographer is a professional. An apology
was sent to Jude for this oversight.
Best wishes to all for this new croquet year, with the hope that
all will be safe and well throughout.

Sydney is hosting the Australian Championships in March
and I would encourage you all to take this opportunity to
see some excellent croquet. Look on the CNSW Web Site
for further details. Thank you to the hard working
Organising Committee and to all the clubs who will be
hosting the event.

Wendy Fothergill
wfotherg@bigpond.net.au

Good luck to the NSW Team as they play in the Eire Cup.

Lining up for The
Tunnel at Gala Day.

I wish you all good
croquet for 2009
Jacky McDonald
At the Bagatelle

Jacky addresses the group
at Gala Day
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Thanks to Brenda Evans
for supplying some photos
of Gala Day

Phone : (+64) 6 856 8119
Fax : (+64) 6 856 8196
E-mail : george@woodmallets.com
http://www.woodmallets.com

The UK Croquet Association’s best selling
mallets are made here!

“ THE PARK”
R D 2 OTANE
HAWKES BAY 4277
NEW ZEALAND

WOOD MALLETS

We make a complete range of croquet mallets and sets and we specialize
in custom making mallets to customers exact specifications. Our
craftsmanship is world renowned and our service, second to none.
The Original mallet has an octagonal American white ash handle with
an attractive dark hardwood head. The heads are weighted with lead,
have an inlaid sighting line and tufnol end plates.
The Particular mallet is custom made with a fibreglass shaft. The size is
36” overall, with a 9 1/4” long head and a total weight of 3.oo lbs.
Different lengths and weights may be made to suit and initials stamped
on the head at no extra charge.
The Evolution mallet is a peripherally weighted carbon shaft mallet with
EVA grip and sandblasted stainless steel end plates.
Our most popular grips are split leather which are available in a wide
range of colours. Lettering on the mallet heads can be printed in gold at
no extra charge.

Price List in NZ$
Original mallet
Particular mallet
Evolution mallet

$190
$200
$330

Championship balls (4)
Hoops (1/2”, p/coated)
Mallet bags
Set of 4 flags
Centre pegs
Set of 4 clips
Leather grips

$260
$ 15 ea
$ 55
$ 70
$ 22
$ 20
$ 12

Shipping by airmail takes about a week.
Postage as follows:
1 mallet
$ 22
2 mallets
$ 38
5 mallets
$ 61
Credit cards are charged in NZ$
Visit our website or call our local

We have the Australian agency for the competitively priced Sunshiny
balls.
All our products are fully guaranteed.

Australian Agent:

Jim Hicks—Urunga
Tel: 02 6655 5093

Photos from Maitland’s Australia Day Competition ( refer story on p.18)

Hard working "full-time" referees

Liaison Officers (in Australian Sun Shades)
and hard working kitchen staff
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Maitland's
Australia Day Tournament
The above event was conducted at our lawns in Maitland
Park on an overcast, very warm and muggy day. National
flags flew everywhere. Hats decorated with miniatures,
sun-shades with flags printed on them, small Australian
flags stuck in every crack and crevice in the grounds and
buildings, players with printed singlet-tops and ever a
pair of flag decorated boxers added to the very colourful
scene.
Upon enrolment players lucky-dipped miniature clip-on
koalas or pencils to start the day in a positive way.
A full compliment of 36 players were in attendance and
round-robin play was organised in 6 blocks of 6 players
with each game having a time limit of 1 hour.
Block A was level play and the remaining 5 blocks
experienced handicap play. Each block was organised so
as handicaps were as even as possible. (Note handicaps
shown on block result sheets.)
Maitland club had 5 entrants, Toronto 6 entrants,
Newcastle National Park 4 entrants, Taree 4 entrants,
Gloucester 3 entrants, Branxton 2 entrants, Mt Sugarloaf
2 entrants, Wollongong 1 entrant, EDSACC 2 entrants,
Sutherland 1 entrant, Sydney 4 entrants, Jamberoo 1
entrant and 1 only individual entrant..
Tournament Referee, Bev Smith, was assisted by 8 fulltime "referees in charge" and a number of player referees
who became referees in charge for only one or 2 games
as needed..
Block A was made up from players with handicaps of 2
and 3 and so competition was of a very high standard
with a number of players having competed nationally and
having world rankings. The winner in this block was
decided on count-back and was very close.

relaxing for all who participated.
Robyn Wallace from Maitland Club was the only player to
remain undefeated over the five games played and had a
healthy net of 5. 7 Handicap changes occurred during the
day’s play. Quite a few players were competing in their first
"away-from-home" tournament and settled in to the play very
comfortably.
Around 9:00 am a
visit by the local
Pipe Band , which
played a lively
bracket of songs,
added some sparkle
to the day (and most
probably some
frowns to those
struggling on the
lawns). The band
was very warmly received by all not playing at that time and
we look froward to future visits by them
All play was completed
by about 5:30pm and a
presentation was held
with the popular local
mayor, Peter Blackmore
(phptpgraphed here with
his bride, Robyn)
distributing a total of
$720 in prize money to
winners and runners-up in
each block. Maitland City
Council had generously donated $500 towards the prizes for
the day and Peter has promised ongoing support in the future.
Peter Smith
Tournament Manager

Play began precisely at 8:00 am after registration, player
and referee’s briefing, block and worker photos and the
singing of the national anthem
To assist players and referees, Liaison officers ensured
players were ready to play when lawns became available;
provided new score sheets for referees and took the
completed sheets and the players, to the scorer’s table
where handicap cards were completed and results entered
into the computer which completed the grids for each
block, calculated the new index for each player,
calculated each player’s handicap and flagged any
changes as well as completing the required forms
(Handicap And Index Form and Daily Score Sheet.).
These personnel also ensured referee’s needs were
catered for and also maintained a "Now Playing" board
which showed all players, at a glance, who was playing
on which lawn and who should be getting ready to play
next. These people made the day most enjoyable and
Page 18

Tournament Manager addresses players at the presentation.
How seriously anyone took him is anyone’s guess with a hat like that!

Will Paulson (Taree) receives his prize from Mayor Blackmore

Certificates of Appreciation

The first recipients of the initiative of Croquet New
South Wales to bestow Certificates of Appreciation
were acknowledged at the Presentation of Trophies on
Saturday 6 December 2008. John Eddes was Master
of Ceremonies as these certificates were presented.
Below is John’s introduction and the citation for each
recipient:
“I am pleased to introduce this next section of the
awards as I have been trying to get this operating for
some time.
Croquet NSW is recognising the work of volunteers,
the administrators who allow the game to be enjoyed
by so many players. Croquet NSW is pleased and
proud to award appreciation Certificates of
Appreciation to a number of its members who have
gone beyond the norm in supporting our sport. As the
initial recipients of these awards we recognise six such
people who have made a significant contribution over
many years. Between them these people have done
just about everything – members of the executive,
refereeing, coaching, managing, tournament
organising, management committee, social committee,
bringing croquet to the outside world, and have been
involved in all three forms of the game – Association,
Golf and Gateball”
Robin Potter:
Robin joined Mosman Club in 1980 and has occupied
two positions in the CNSW Executive – Treasurer for
three years and Vice–President for at least three years.
Robin became an examining referee in 1993. She has
also served on three CNSW committees –
handicapping committee (chairman), gateball
committee and referees committee. Robin is being
recognized particularly for her involvement with the
laws of croquet. Over the past 25 years she has run
many laws courses to teach and educate players,
trained potential referees and conducted examinations
for umpires and referees. She has also been a regular
referee and tournament referee at competitions up to
and including the Australian championships. Robin is
a person whose spreading of the word of the laws is
appreciated. (Robin was not present on the day).
Rita Johnson:
Rita has held three elected and appointed positions
within CNSW—Minutes secretary since 1997, on the

Jacky McDonald with
Rita Johnson, Mary &
Wall Fernance, and
Pam Gentle

tournament committee for many years and as the returning
officer since 2001. But it is for her work in managing
tournaments that Rita is being recognised. Over many years
Rita has managed about 80% of all competitions at Tempe
including Australian Championships. As Rita lives in
Newcastle, this requires her to catch trains at extraordinary
times, like 5am, to get to Tempe in time for the start of play.
After finishing her work a return train trip may get her home by
8 pm if she is lucky. And she has had to battle with track
maintenance, bus trips, delays, unpleasant passengers etc!
Even when she has stayed in Sydney, this has meant time
away from home, often for several days in a row. Croquet
NSW appreciates and recognises the work of Rita.
Joan Milthorpe:
Joan has served on three CNSW committees dating back to
1996. She has been on the social committee, gateball
committee and tournament committee. Her recognition for this
certificate is a result of her considerable involvement with
tournaments. Jill has at various times been organiser,
tournament referee, referee and manager. In the first of these
roles, she arranged the tournaments including entries and draws
and distributed these in a time before email made this task a bit
easier. We thank Joan for the work she did in ensuring our
competitions were run to a top standard. (Joan was unable to
attend the Presentations).
Pam Gentle:
Pam is a more recent arrival and is a founding and life member
of Maitland club. She has served in two positions for CNSW.
Pam became a coach in 1998 and from this she became a
regional coaching coordinator. Pam’s region appears to be
twofold, with coaching and mentoring being given in the South
Coast/Illawarra/Southern Highlands (her nominated region)
and also in her home region in and around Maitland. Pam’s
coaching has involved both association and golf croquet. Pam
has also been on the selection committee for two years.
Croquet NSW recognizes Pam for the work she has done in
coaching improvement in players.
Wall and Mary Fernance:
If I was to say the next award is actually two awards to a
couple I am sure everyone would guess who the couple would
be. If I was to add they have been involved in just about
everything involving croquet there would be absolutely no
doubt. CNSW recognises the work of Wall and Mary
Fernance. It is not possible to separate their contributions so
most of what follows applies to both. The earliest record I
Continued on p. 4
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Gloucester Croquet Club

Contd from p. 3

could find was of Mary becoming an accredited coach in
1994. Since then they have served for various periods on
the management committee (looking after hq), including as
chairman, referees committee, as examining referees, golf
croquet coordinator, coaching committee, trophies
committee, tournament committee and country week
organizers - in which they visited various country clubs
helping them organise regional competitions. In addition
they have been tournament managers, tournament referees
or just referees at many competitions at Tempe. Few
people have caused CNSW to change its handbook by their
actions but Wall did when CNSW found out he was
arriving 1½ hours before competitions to set up all three
lawns on his own at Tempe. As you know players now do
this work between them.
Mary and Wall embraced the game of golf croquet when it
came into favour and conducted coaching, laws instruction
and refereeing examinations in this game, also travelling
widely in the state to facilitate this. For many years they
were heavily involved in the Makara Regional
Competition, and in running the Birdie Telfer Women’s
invitation event, hosted by Marrickville Club. They have
also attended the Sports Expo at Goulburn for a couple of
years, instructing school children in croquet. They
conducted instruction at Sutherland club for people trying
croquet through the St George and Sutherland Community
College. In 2008 Sutherland club bestowed life
membership on both Wall and Mary for their work in the
club. Croquet NSW recognises the huge contribution
made by Mary and Wall over many years in many
capacities.
John Eddes


The President’s Award for 2008 was given to Dr John
Hanscomb in recognition of his contribution to Croquet
NSW over the past fifteen years. John was not well
enough to attend and sent his apologies. In announcing
this Award, the President made the following citation:
“There are not many positions in Croquet NSW that John
has not held. He has been Records Officer, Insurance
Officer, Secretary, President and Vice-President, Junior
Vice-President, Chair of the Referees Committee and
Chair of the Laws Committee. John was also responsible
for updating the Constitution and the By-laws. He has also
been Editor of the Newsletter for many years. At all times,
John has acted in the best interests of Croquet NSW and on
behalf of CNSW I would like to thank him for a job well
done. Thank you, John.”
Jacky McDonald



At the
Gloucester
Club Australia
Day was
celebrated in
the form of a
Fun Day
commencing
with lunch at
12 noon.
Eighteen
members came in the spirit of the day with much red, white
and blue to be seen.
Play was doubles, players rotating to different partners each
game. With only one court in play, the timed games - two
groups on and two off - proved to be very appropriate for
the warm conditions of the day. Scoring hoops was the aim
of the game so play was fast with a lot more risks taken
than usual, all adding to the fun of the day.
Overall winner
on the day was
Yvonne
Bagnall on 29,
with Bev
Murray and
Dirk Heyink
coming in equal
second with 27
each. Others
to score in the
Yvonne (centre) with Bev & Dirk
20’s were Judy
Hopkins 25,
Kerry Green 24, Norma Slade 23, Robyn Roberts & Alf
Pamenter 21, & Greg Townsend 20.
Gloucester Club is a small club in rural New South Wales.
Membership is 35 and although we had to bid farewell to a
few long time members last year we have also been
fortunate in welcoming new members.
In recent months we have been managing with only one
court in play whilst resurfacing of the second is taking
place. It is already looking good and we are looking
forward to having it in play in the next couple of weeks.
Golf Croquet is our stronger (in numbers) game and is
played three days a week, two of those both mornings and
afternoons. Association is played on Wednesday mornings.
Our Club is situated within the Gloucester Park complex,
just outside the caravan park entrance. Opposite is the
swimming pool and hydrotherapy pool and adjacent are
tennis courts, cricket ovals, sporting fields and the Bowling
Club complex.
Thinking of a holiday - come to Gloucester!
Bev Murray
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Wagga Wagga Schools
Golf Croquet Championships 2008
Kooringal High won the inter schools Golf Croquet
Championships. These were played on Thursday 18
September, with 20 students from Kooringal, Mt Austin
and The Riverina Anglican College participating.
Following the pool matches, the semis were played.

Bathurst City Croquet Club
held its carnival towards the end of 2008 with the
following winners and runners-up:
Winner
Runner-up
Block 1
Leon O'Mally
Denny Reedy
Block 2
Roger Fox
Annette McManus
Block 3
Helen James
Dulcie Lill
We were very lucky and had lovely weather for the full
five days of the carnival. All competitors had the
opportunity to play every one in their blocks twice
under handicap and then advanced handicap conditions.
Many thanks go to the Referees and June Andrews and
her band of volunteers. Without these groups of people
we would not have such an enjoyable or successful
time. Many thanks to all that took place. Attached is a
write up which appeared in our local paper, the
Western Advocate.

Jamie Simkins (blue shirt in photo) & Anthony Hackett
(green & gold shirt) of Mt Austin were beaten by the
TRAC pair, Colin Cummins & Sean Kanaley. Jake
Cassimatis & Jordan Crawford from Kooringal High,
defeated Cain Abbott & Jack Zyhalak also from
Kooringal High.

A highlight of the day was the development of tactics and
teamwork by each pair. This was particularly evident in
the final match between Colin Cummins & Sean Kanaley
and Jake Cassimitis & Jordan Crawford. The Kooringal
pair showed the ability to run hoops from a long distance
and combined with good tactics ran out the winners on
the day.
Peter Lloyd

Wendy Parry
Secretary
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Playing Croquet in Hot Weather (contd from p. 15)

Wear a broad brimmed hat with good venting. Caps and sun visors do not give adequate sun protection.
Have frequent drinks of cool water. I have observed that many players at tournaments of all levels, club fun
and social days drink very little water during the course of the day’s play. High energy sports drinks are OK but
not necessary at our level of activity. Likewise salt tablets are of no benefit.
Avoid warm drinks.
Avoid drinks with a diuretic effect. e.g. ; Tea, coffee, caffeine containing drinks and alcohol
If you have a medical problem seek the advice of your doctor before playing in hot weather. For example
cardiac and blood pressure problems, diabetes, obesity and especially if you are taking prescribed medication.
If at any time you feel at all unwell cease playing and find a cool shady place to rest.
Sunscreen creams and lotions are advised for sun-damage protection but they do not lessen the risk of heat
induced illness.
The ACA has posted on its web site an excellent Fact Sheet compiled by Sports Medicine Australia titled
“BEAT THE HEAT”. This article provides a more detailed description of heat related disorders and their
management. I recommend it as reading for all.
The web site link for this article is:
www.croquet-australia.com.au/Governance/Documents/beat%20the%20heat%202008.pdf
Gordon Matthews, M.B.,B.S. F.R.A.C.G.P., Headland/Buderim C.C. Inc. Qld.

Editor’s Note: While forecasts are promising that temperatures are going to drop shortly, it would be worthwhile to keep
this timely advice in a safe place till next summer. Thank you to Carolyn Ribone, Editor of Croquet Australia, for sending
this information for our Newsletter.

Strathfield Croquet Club
The club is busy getting its lawns in tip top condition for the
Australian Championships. Strathfield is one of several
Clubs hosting some of the events associated with the
Australian Championship.

Refresher Course on the
Rules of Golf Croquet
With Mary and Wall Fernance and John Eddes as tutors,
11 current/prospective referees and some others interested in
knowing more about the rules of GC, met on Thursday 13
November. It was a very useful session highlighting the
rules of Golf Croquet, with emphasis on the more difficult
aspects of refereeing. This was a most worthwhile workshop and the group expressed gratitude to Wall, Mary and
John for being prepared to give of their time to share their
knowledge and some of their experiences. One thing all
agreed on is how comprehensive the GC rules are and how
many “tight” situations can arise in the course of a game,
requiring referees to be truly “on the ball”.
Back row: John
Eddes, Betty
Daniel
(Sutherland),
Derry Woods
(Hunters Hill),
Joan DobellBrown (RSGC),
Ruth Wine
(Sydney), Wall
Fernance, Mary
Jewell (Sydney),
Charmian Warden (RSGC)
Middle row: Mary Fernance, Wendy Fothergill (Sydney), Kath Coull
(Sutherland), Peter Dye (Hunters Hill
Front row: Alix Verge (RSGC), Judy Bowman (Sutherland)
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New Courts for
Nowra Croquet Club

Lismore Croquet Club
turns 80
On 1 November 2008,
Lismore Croquet Club
celebrated its
80th Birthday. In November
1928 the club was formed, a
clubhouse was built in 1931 and the club has
continued till the present day on the original site.
At our celebrations, Elaine McCormack as MC
welcomed Lismore's Mayor, Jennie Dowell, President
of Northern Rivers Croquet Assoc, Laurie Sargent,
our Patroness, Fay Riley, Life members, Ada
Somerville, Phyl Thompson & Bert Harris, past
members, present members and their families and
guests.
After a welcome Elaine invited everyone present to
enjoy afternoon tea and then to take to the lawns to
enjoy an afternoon of various mallet sports and side
games.
Elaine
McCormack
welcomes
everyone and
gives a brief
history of the
club

Laurie Sargent,
President
NRCA,
congratulates
Lismore
Croquet Club
on its 80th
Birthday

After approximately 5 years of negotiating with council, the
consideration of three different sites in the Shoalhaven area,
the problems in applying for grants and the continual and
still on-going fund raising, Nowra Croquet Club at last saw
the turf being laid on their two new courts at Bomaderry.
During this
period we
have seen
many changes
in the club's
committee, but
at no time has
any member
given up hope
of finally
being able to
achieve this
goal.
Nowra
Croquet Club
has been at its
present site at
the Nowra
showground
for 70years
and for some of our older members it will be difficult to
make the move but at the same time they are looking
forward to the new complex.
We are hoping to move onto the new courts in January, and
will be starting off with only a small storage area, but we
are looking to increase our membership with promotions
and "come and try" days.
Our next goal is the building of a new Club House!

Life members
Ada
Somerville &
Phyl
Thompson
cutting the
birthday cake

Life member
Phyl
Thompson,
past member
June
Alexander,
current
member
Laurel
Moody

Pam Owen
President

Some stats to ponder:
Just a small item of news to dispel some of the gloom of the
global recession: I was advised by Tony Hall (on request) as
to the membership of croquet in other States. He was able to
provide this item:
"Victoria is down by 36 this year (1.5%) to 2380 while we,
(as reported) are up 84 (3.3%) to 2638.
Since 1999 Victoria is up by 18% and NSW is up 31%"
We are well ahead of the other states but I do not have the
figures.

Fay Ross

John Hanscomb
Records Officer
Croquet NSW Inc
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Jamberoo celebrates
Two Golf Croquet
members, Jeanette
McCormack and
Gerry Hassett
(pictured) celebrate
their birthdays on 26th
January. To mark the
occasion, they baked
small cakes and
decorated them with
Australian flags for
our members to enjoy
at morning tea.
Also, to celebrate Australia Day,
members left their uniforms at home
and dressed in casual Aussie gear and
brought traditional Aussie tucker to
share for lunch Not a lot of croquet was
played on the day as it was more
pleasant in the shade of the fig tree than
on the court in near forty degree heat!

Mosman Croquet Club
A great start to 2009
New Years Eve
Wondering what to do? We decided to start with
champagne and golf croquet at 5pm. By 7pm we
tottered up to the Club House sitting down to a great
dinner with fine wines until about 9pm. At this stage
we decided to find vantage points to see the 9pm
fireworks which were fantastic as usual. We wandered
back to the clubhouse to find that Robert Gibson had
set up the loud speakers and tapes for Scottish Dancing.
Now, don’t laugh, we were in hysterics, but if you can
image members full of champagne trying to negotiate
“Strip the Willow” on the lawn outside the clubhouse
under the stars, I have to report that some members
could no longer work out their “left” from their “right”
resulting in an amazing rendition of that great dance.

A chance
photographer
took this shot.

Australia Day
Fired up with the enthusiasm of our New Year’s Eve
bash some of the questionable members of the Club
decided we should celebrate Australia Day. After a
short discussion it was decided that we hold
celebrations on the eve (i.e. Sunday) so that we could
recuperate on the Monday. As it turned out it was a
wise decision. Again, we decided to play croquet?
(20 members on two lawns) from 5pm. By 7pm we
were all starving and headed for the clubhouse where
we were served delicious meats pies with tomato
sauce, chips and salad (washed down with appropriate
beverages). Again, Robert Gibson provided the
impetus for the evening. We started with good old
Aussie songs, i.e. Waltzing Matilda, Click Go the
Shears, Flash Jack from Gundagai etc. We were
astonished at
the talent of
singers?? at the
Club.
In the
meantime
members were
indulging in
good old pub
sports and we
were amazed to
see Ron Humperson taking out the darts competition.
Speaking of talent!!! William Gilchrist produced his
Accordion and proceeded to play Scottish ballads to
which we danced. All very romantic. This was
eventually followed AGAIN by Scottish Dancing.
William displayed an energetic and superb rendition
of the Dashing White Sergeant (with Mary Gibson
trying to keep up) and it was fantastic to see everyone
line up for Strip the Willow. Now, I hate to admit
that many of us could hardly move the following
morning. But it was all worth it for a fabulous
evening.
Next Event
Paula Moroney was overheard suggesting William
Gilchrist “speed things up” for a St Patrick's Day
party and we could keep things bubbling for the rest
of the year.
A Whale of a Day
To keep up the tradition, you are all invited to have a
whale of a time at our Whale of a Day on Saturday 14
March 2009. There will be many croquet games,
super lunch, and much more. See you there.
Mary Gibson
Secretary
VISIT THE CNSW

WEB SITE @
http://www.croquet-nsw.com
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PLAYING CROQUET IN HOT WEATHER—BE AWARE, BE PREPARED
Summer, with its hot and humid days, is again with us and therefore we need to be aware of the potential
hazards of spending extended periods of time outdoors with little shade cover and without cooling winds. While
heat stress is likely to affect the young conditioned athlete during vigorous exercise, it is even more likely to
affect older and less physically fit people not engaged in strenuous activity. Most croquet players are in the older
age groups and are not conditioned to exertion on hot and humid days and as such are more susceptible to heat
illness, heat exhaustion and the potentially fatal heat stroke.
Last summer I was present when 2 players were quite significantly affected by hot weather conditions.
Frequently at my own club I notice players looking uncomfortable and obviously affected by the heat and
humidity but continuing to play on.
RECOGNITION OF THE ONSET OF HEAT RELATED DISORDERS.
Early symptoms of Heat Illness include:

•
•
•
•
•

Light headedness
Thirst.
Reduced perspiration. However humidity can prevent the evaporation of perspiration which in turn
contributes to Heat Illness.
Deterioration of motor skills — for example, constantly missing easy roquets and hoops, poor co-ordination.
Nausea

Later symptoms following on the above suggesting Heat Stress/Exhaustion include:
Confusion.
Altered behaviour.
Rapidly increasing weakness.
Dry and pale skin.
Vomiting.
ACTIVE TREATMENT OF HEAT RELATED DISORDERS.
As already mentioned Prevention is the best form of treatment.
Early intervention: If any player looks to be unwell or appears to be becoming stressed ensure he/she leaves
the court and rests (preferably lying down) in a cool, shady and well ventilated location. Also ensure that the
player has cool water to drink.
For obvious Heat Illness
Remove all heavy clothing.
Loosen any other tight clothing.
Apply cool, wet towels to head, neck, arms and legs. Also to the torso if possible...
Implement some means of fanning the person, manually or mechanically.
Encourage the person to drink cool water.
If, in addition to the above symptoms, should the patient be obviously very ill, is very confused,
disoriented, drowsy or collapsed:
Continue all the above care and call for an ambulance and/or medical help.
PREVENTION OF HEAT ILLNESSES.
Prevention is always better than treatment.
To state the obvious, the best prevention is not to venture outdoors in the open for prolonged periods on hot and
humid days.
If however you do, then while active outdoors:
Wear loose fitting, light weight, light-coloured clothing that will absorb perspiration and provide sun
protection.
Contd. on p.16
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We’ve heard of Indoor Cricket, Indoor Bowls
but ……. Indoor Croquet?
Jack and Ingrid Cohen (Sydney Croquet Club) were in
the UK recently and Ingrid writes: “Jack and I were invited
to play indoor croquet in the Dalton Village Hall, situated
just north of Newcastle upon Tyne in the north east of
England. The hall seemed to be located in the middle of
nowhere, when you stood at the entrance all you could see
in every direction were fields and trees, not another building
in sight. The Belsay Croquet Club play both association and
golf here during the winter months (October through to
April). In the summer the club has two full size lawns
situated in the grounds of nearby Belsay Castle. The club
has an annual fee of twenty-five pounds per season. As the
playing season is short the indoor game was introduced a
few years ago and a charge of three pounds is paid per
session. Jack and I were warmly welcomed to their GC
afternoon. We both found it very difficult not to hit the ball
out of bounds!
The green carpet (lawn)
measured seven and a
half by six metres. The
surface was made of
polypropylene and has
no weave. It had a thick
latex underlay. Under
each hoop was a thin
metal plate to which the hoops were attached. The hoops
seemed tighter than normal ones. The dimensions of the
lawn and hoop positions had all been worked out exactly so
we were playing GC with normal sized mallets, hoops and
balls on a miniature
lawn.
Most of the GC rules
were the same except
you couldn't score a
hoop from the edge of
the carpet if you had
placed your self in that
position. If an
opponent's ball had hit
your ball out and placed you in that position you could go
for the hoop and hopefully score. This made good sense as
the hoops were very close to the edge of the carpet.
We enjoyed a wonderful afternoon and Phil Errington the
president of the club was happy to meet fellow croquet
players from the other side of the globe. The afternoon was
interesting and after the tea and biscuits, as there were only
six players left, we invented a GC game for six balls three
against three. It was very thought provoking! The
equipment for these
indoor sessions had been
funded by the Lottery,
British Sport. If any
readers have the chance
to play indoor croquet I
highly recommend you
take up the opportunity!"
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SYDNEY CROQUET CLUB
The year 2008 ended with our Christmas Celebration on
Sunday 7 December. Members gathered at 4pm for games
of Association or Golf Croquet before the presentation of
Certificates and Trophies at 5.30. This was followed by a
delicious High Tea. Peter Debnam, MP, and wife Debra, as
well as Andrew Petrie, Mayor of Woollahra were on hand
for the presentations.

Mayor of Woollahra presents
Rose Bowl (AC Bronze) to
Margery Turtle

Peter Debnam, MP, with
Albert Wine, GC Open
Singles Winner

Jack Cohen receives his trophy for the GC
Singles (Restricted) from Debra Debnam..
Jack, also won both the Open & Restricted
GC Doubles with playing partner, Wendy
Fothergill.

The Club held an Open
Day on 23 November.
If you ever want it to
rain, ask Sydney Club
to organize an Open
Day! We were just
about washed out
again, but a few valiant
souls came along to
have a go.

Hannah Parkes (centre), editor of Village
Voice, brought along her sister and a
friend.

Visitor Chris Hardwick (3rd
from right) enjoys a warming
cuppa with members (l—r)
Margaret Kaspura, Judith
Johnson, Warren Porter, Pat
Wright and Ingrid Cohen.

The garb tells it all—
it was really cold and wet,
although by 1.30pm, when most had departed, the sun had
broken through enabling three late arrivals to have a round
of GC with Wendy as tutor. We are hoping for better
weather for our next Open Day.
Wendy Fothergill

BIG
START
FOR
YEAR

AT SAWTELL
2009 started for the Sawtell Club on New Year’s
Day.
Sawtell Township has an annual New Year’s Day
Carnival and the Croquet club is a big part of that
celebration as we occupy part of the Town Green.
Part of court 2 is turned over to a running track – so
with 1½ courts the members always enjoy a fun day
with plenty of interest from spectators.
Approximately forty members attended, participating
in Association, Golf, “Melee” and other activities to
test skill, accuracy and patience! This was followed
by refreshments - a sausage sizzle - then socializing
with members whose paths don’t often cross.
Winner on the day was enhancement of club spirit.

CAN YOU HELP WITH THIS PROJECT?
Croquet Association Queensland Inc (CAQ), was
recently (December) awarded a Q150 Grant of
$10,000 to complete, during 2009, a project called
Tracing the Development of and Celebrating
Croquet in Queensland.
The project, to be co-ordinated by Carolyn Ribone,
includes the production of an electronic database and
CD-ROM of photographs and historical data, together
with a number of croquet tournaments, which are to
include those hosted by the eight clubs that have
passed their own centenary by 2009 – that is, Point
Lookout (Maryborough), Bundaberg, Ipswich,
Toowoomba, East Brisbane, Warwick, Merthyr and
Mackay
The floods of 1974 resulted in many Club and
Association documents being destroyed. Carolyn
therefore has the task of endeavouring to reconstruct
this history.
Do you know of anyone who played in Queensland
who may have private collections of photographs and
memorabilia that may be able to assist Carolyn with
this reconstruction? Or maybe there is someone who
has documents passed down in family archives?
Again, maybe you have come across such documents
in library archives?
Please contact Carolyn:
carrib@tpg.com.au or
phone 07-3298-5576,
or by writing to Carolyn Ribone, 7 Wisteria Court,
Cashmere, 4500.
You are assured that any documents / photographs
you provide will be looked after carefully and returned
in the same condition and, if wished, you will receive a
copy of the CD-ROM once completed (planned date
September 2009).

Australia Day Flags adorn the clubhouse at Sawtell
January always ends with Australia Day
celebrations, and again club members have a Fun
Day with an Australian theme for the day. This year
Association and Golf Croquet players played in a
mini round robin event – winners were: Association
– Bert Willis and Jeanette Thompson; Golf - Rob
Leese (from Urunga) and Maureen O’Sullivan; Best
Dressed went to Maureen Curnuck and the Trivia
Quiz was a tie between Rob Leese and Brendan
O’Sullivan. Add a Damper and Golden Syrup
morning tea and a Chicken and Salad luncheon and
January started and ended in style at Sawtell.

Newsletter
is sponsored by
the NSW

Department
of Sport and
Recreation

Jenny Arnold
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SCHOOLS COMPETITION 2008

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON—Jamberoo Club

Numbers were down for the Schools competition in 2008
and this was a disappointment but those children who were
there thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Blackheath Primary School was the only competing school
in the Junior Division and for this my thanks go to Bill
Haines whose enthusiasm knows no bounds. The
competition as usual was fierce and there were some very
close games. It was also great to see the odd parent in
attendance.
The winner of the Junior
division was Zindze Speede
(on the right) with the runner
up being Aneka James-Wright.

There were only four
players in the Senior
Division and this was a
further disappointment.
Bob Dircks accompanied
daughter Jacqui (plus
boyfriend) down from the
Tamworth area for the
third and final time.
Jacqui did not do as well
as she wished. A mixed variety of games gave the four
enough competition for the day and the winner was
Anthony Hackett from Mount Austin High School, Wagga
Wagga and the runner up was Jacqui Dircks, Calrossy
Anglican School.
The weather was kind to us and at the end of the day a
good time had been had by all.
My sincere thanks go
to those referees who
gave up their day to
officiate. They
looked very smart
and totally
professional in their
bright new yellow
vests (Bill Haines,
Wendy Fothergill,
Pam Gentle & Jacky
McDonald).
A special thank you to the ‘Loves’ who catered for the
multitude.

A very enjoyable Christmas Luncheon was held at
the Kiama Golf Club on Wednesday 3rd December.
Club President, Harry Howe, presented trophies to
the winners of our club competitions. Len Chafer
and David Simmonds (Vosti Shield), Jan Griffiths
(Lyn Brierley Shield) – accepted on Jan’s behalf by
Diana Chafer, Runner-up, Marilyn Benson and Margaret Jackson (Golf Croquet Doubles), May Byrne
(Sheep Station Event) and Pat Moroney (Golf Croquet Singles)
Marilyn Benson made a
special presentation to
Roger Evans in recognition of his dedication to
the building of the clubhouse. This award took
the form of an honorary
doctorate from the
“University of Kiama”
and this came complete
with trencher and testamur for an Honorary Doctorate in Croquet Club
House Construction, Signed by President Harry
Howe, Dean of the Faculty of Construction, and
Treasurer Marilyn Benson, of the Faculty of Finance and other things.

The new Clubhouse
at Jamberoo which
will be officially
opened on 6
March—report in
next issue.

It would be nice to think that there will be a dramatic
increase in numbers next year and I am only too willing to
help out clubs who require assistance.
Brenda Evans
Jacky McDonald
Photos courtesy of Geof McDonald
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL MAKARA CARNIVAL
2008 saw the Makara Carnival celebrate its 25th anniversary.
Hosted by Coogee, Holroyd, Marrickville, Port Hacking,
Sutherland, Hurstville and Wollongong clubs, the carnival,
from November 4 to 16, was made up of nine events and
played at eight venues.
The 57 CNSW members participating in various events
added up to a total of 101 event entrants, which is a pretty
remarkable effort. The standard of play was excellent, and
as always, the Makara catered for all levels of play from
Rookies to Platinum in both Association and Golf Croquet.
Participants in all events not only enjoyed good croquet and
camaraderie with their fellow entrants but they were also
looked after extremely well by the eight host clubs, whose
volunteers did an excellent job.
John Campey, winner of the Novices tournament, pegged
out two of his games. Not bad for a newcomer! We would
encourage more novices to enter next year. The Makara
prides itself on being a ‘Friendly Tournament’ and is a great
way to begin playing competition croquet.
12 players entered the Bronze Championship Singles, a very
well patronised event. The overall winner, Barbara
Davison, was beaten only once in the rounds, by John Love,
whom she then defeated 14-13 in a hard fought final.
During the event Barbara’s handicap came down and she
progressed into Silver Division.
It took a count back between three players to decide the
winner of the Silver Championship Singles, with Linda
Nickels taking out the title. The games in this event were so
hard fought that here was only one peg out in the
tournament. Jim Elston, though, did have a break of 12.
Pam Gentle took the honours in the Platinum/Gold
Handicap Singles with a victory over John Eddes in the
final. This event was notable for the successes of the ladies;
they outplayed the men (with the exception of John Eddes)
in all games. Unfortunately, Jean Peck, who had played so
well in her earlier matches, became ill in the latter stages
and had to withdraw from the tournament.
For the second year in a row Ron Johnston and Jack Daniel
took the honours in the Platinum/Gold doubles. They both,
but especially Jack, were in fine form. We wait to see if
they make it a trifecta next year. The Silver/bronze doubles
attracted a good number of entries and was won by Wall &
Mary Fernance – always a hard pair to beat.
Once again the Golf Croquet section of the tournament
proved to be very popular. The Division 1 Singles, although
played in extreme heat and wind was enjoyed by all. Ron
Johnstone, with five wins form a possible six was the overall
winner, and has the honour of being the inaugural winner of
the Fernance Trophy for Golf Croquet. The Fernance
Trophy honours the many years of work that Wall and Mary
Fernance have dedicated to the Makara Carnival.
The Division 2 Golf Croquet singles is proving to be a very
popular event, attracting more entrants each year. Played at
Wollongong, in sight of the ocean, this year we had 20

entrants, split into three blocks. Each of the block winners
Pat Moroney, Wall Fernance and Ros Johnstone won all of
their games. John Bennett deserves a mention for his play
in this event, his first ever tournament. He made it through
to the semi finals and was narrowly beaten by Wall had to
be postponed to a later date as weather conditions, intense
heat and wind gusts, made made play too difficult. Ros
Johnstone was the overall winner of this division with Wall
Fernance the runner-up.
12 pairs battled it out for the Open Golf Croquet Doubles,
and all enjoyed the tussle. In the semis John Eddes and Pam
Gentle defeated Wall and Mary Fernance. Ron and Ros
Johnstone won their match against Margie Long and Betty
Boll. The finals, best of three games, were played at
Hurstville prior to the cocktail party and presentations.
Once again, Hurstville club hosted our final day with the
Division 2 and the Open Golf Handicap doubles played
prior to our Presentation and Cocktail Party. It was a
successful day all round. There were plenty of stories along
the lines of ‘the Hoop I almost made’, lots of laughs and
good Croquet camaraderie. After the presentation of prizes,
Wall and Mary Fernance, in the absence of our Patrons,
Marion and Alistair Wilson, cut the special 25th anniversary
cake, which was decorated with the Makara emblem, the
Emu.
We had very positive feedback from all our players
indicating that the tournament was successful, but that it had
once again, lived up to its reputation as a friendly
tournament and a good way to end the Croquet Year.
As with any tournament, it’s the people who make behind
the scenes who ensure its success. So we would like to say
a big thank-you to our venue managers, some of whom were
managing for the first time; they are the reason that things
ran so smoothly. Thanks also to referees from the host clubs
for giving their time so willingly. We would like to extend a
very special thanks to those referees from other clubs, who,
when asked to help, were willing to travel to referee for us.
Heather Smallbone (Chatswood), Margaret Beech
(Cheltenham), Pat Goldrick (Killara), Margarette Graham
(Blue Mountains), and Denis Faggotter (Wollongong.)
As always, at each club we had the support of its members
who make teas, wash up and generally look after the
players, we thank them most sincerely. Really, the biggest
thanks must go to all the players who supported our
carnival, some of whom have been playing the Makara for
several years. We look forward to 2009 and the 26th Annual
Makara. We encourage players to keep early November
free to play in our friendly, fun-filled carnival.
Final thanks must go to Ron Johnstone and John Love, our
husbands, who really are exceptionally patient and
supportive of us.

Katherine Love, Tournament Organiser and
Ros Johnstone, Tournament Manager
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MOLONGOLO SHIELD
The annual Molongolo Shield competition between Queanbeyan and Bundanoon took place on Sunday 9th November in
Queanbeyan, and proved to be a close contest.
In awe of Alan Honey's recent 4th place in the ACA Bronze Medal, David Archer realised that he had to play well and use
his six bisques carefully, and surprised himself by doing both, leaving Alan with little to do. Yvonne Tarvin and Sarah
O'Sullivan both won their games through dogged persistence, with Jan King and Leila Merson having some difficulty with a
fairly slow, just renovated lawn. Sorina Atkins played well considering she has only recently taken up Association croquet,
but for the Bundanoon spectators Ian McClelland became the hero of the day, making hoop after hoop as time drew nigh, to
even up the game score.
QUEANBEYAN
Alan Honey (0)
Sarah O’Sullivan (12)
Yvonne Tarvin (18)
Sorina Atkins (20)
2 WINS

*
*

0
19
20
9
48

-

26
12
15
18
71

*
*

BUNDANOON
David Archer (6)
Leila Merson (10)
Jan King (12)
Ian McClelland (18)
2 WINS

The games were played in good spirit of sportsmanship, with expert refereeing from Louisa Swan, and we all enjoyed a
splendid afternoon tea together afterwards.
David Archer
Bundanoon Croquet Club

Some of the action during the
Molongolo Shield competition

Left: Mary & Wall Fernance
cut the special 25th Anniversary
Makara Celebration Cake

Right: Ron & Ros Johmstone
in action during the Makara
Competition

Report of the Makara 2008
follows opposite.
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Turning On the Lights at
Maitland Croquet Club

Fierce competition
on the green
By Hannah Parkes
(The following article appeared in Village Voice
Drummoyne December issue and is reprinted here with
permission)

Fifty-seven croquet players and guests attended the Turning
On of the Lights at Maitland Croquet Club recently. Those
in attendance included Member for Maitland Frank
Terenzini, Maitland Councillor Bob Geoghegan and wife
Robyn, President of Croquet NSW Jacky McDonald, VicePresident Croquet NSW Geof McDonald, Life Members
Robyn Wallace and Bill Stevenson and old members
Pauline Lobb, Gwen Risson, Graham and Margaret
Hutchings. A number of Hunter Croquet Clubs, Branxton,
Dungog, Newcastle, Mount Sugarloaf and Macquarie City
Clubs sent along representatives.
The Mayor Peter
Blackmore was a late
apology due to
unforseen
circumstances so it
was Bob Geogehan
who switched on the
lights. Frank and
Bob then joined with
club members in a
Maitland Councillor Bob Geoghegan (l)
series of Golf
and member for Maitland Frank
Croquet matches.
Terenzini are pictured at the lights
Both showed much control box.
promise, as did
Robyn Geogehan.
Maitland Club
will be playing
croquet under
lights on
Saturday night
(Golf Croquet),
Sunday night
(Ricochet),
Monday night
(Association
Croquet) for the
month of
February commencing at 6.30pm. Maitland Croquet Club
welcomes any who wish to learn croquet to attend either at
night or during our morning play Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 8am.
Alan Pearson

It is often
perceived as a social
pastime belonging to
high society or the
pages of Alice In
Wonderland. But for
Strathfield’s Croquet
Club, it is a daily
passion for people
who want to use their Helen & Geoff Boyce with Billie Maxwell
brains and make
friends. For club member and long time player Billie
Maxwell, croquet has opened her up to a whole new breed
of people.
“I don’t know what it is but there are so many jolly
people who play croquet,” Billie said. “Even when we play
against other clubs, everyone is so friendly, it’s quite
extraordinary”.
However, if you are picturing a sport as sweet as sugar,
full of niceties and grace, you would be mistaken.
According to club members, the game lends itself to
underhand tactics, strategy and competition.
“We cleaned the blood off the green before you came. It
can get quite competitive you know, I have seen mallets
being thrown.” Billie said. Fellow club member Geoff
Boyce agreed.
“You are thinking all the time. There is so much
strategy involved, it is just like a game of snooker,” Geoff
said.
Nestled at the back of an unassuming red brick house in
Strathfield, the croquet club’s double green is a hidden gem
off the busy Redmyre Road. Once serving as the milkman’s
stables, the grounds were presented to local croquet
enthusiasts in 1947.
Since then, the club has been providing a relaxed space
for a good game, a cuppa and a chat with friends and has
attracted members from all over including Drummoyne,
Breakfast Point and Abbotsford.








P.S. Geoff was named Strathfield’s Citizen of the Year on
Australia Day . Below is the citation for his award.
Geoffrey Boyce grew up in Strathfield and returned to the
area 30 years ago. Upon his return, he was a member and
chairman of Strathfield Council’s Olympic Initiatives
Committee 1998 to 1999 and former member of the
Strathfield Rotary Club. He is currently the vice president of
the Strathfield Croquet Club and is an active member and
elder of the Strathfield Uniting Church. Geoffrey has also
been a newsagent in Strathfield Plaza for 8 years.
Congratulations Geoff!
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THE AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

MEET THE STATE TEAM:
(The team has been seeded third for the Championships)

The Australian Championship for 2009 is being held in
Sydney, with various events from 18th to 29th March 2009.
Congratulations to the NSW State Team members: Tim
Murphy, Chloe Aberley, Mike Jenner, Rosemary Graham,
Peter Landrebe, Alix Verge, Ken Edwards and Alison
Sharpe. The Captain, Manager and non travelling reserve
for the men is Stephen Richards, and the non travelling
reserve for the women is Robyn Stock.
The ACA Gold Medal. ACA regulations state that the best
10 available players are to be invited to play in the medal
event for their state. The winners of each state will play a
double round robin over 3 days at Tempe in Sydney. Watch
this event as the Victorian medallist is only 16. Winner
receives a Gold Medal, with Silver for the runner-up and
Bronze for all the other competitors. This event runs from
18-20 March.
The Australian Women’s and Men’s Open will be
contested at 13 metropolitan clubs throughout NSW. For
this event the players’ handicaps range from 7 to minus 3.
There will be some great play to watch, great venues and
heaps of croquet to play in. Tournaments start on Saturday
21 March and the event concludes on Tuesday 24 March.
The Australian Championship (Eire Cup) runs from
Wednesday 25 - Sunday 29 March.
The Eire Cup Trophy is
celebrating a milestone by
turning 60 years old in 2009 and what an impressive ‘old
girl’ she is! The Inaugural
Interstate (Eire) Cup
commenced in 1950, the first
year of operation of the
Australian Croquet Association.
The Eire Cup trophy was
presented to the Australian National Team by an Irish team
in 1937 when the Australian team visited Ireland for a trial
match prior to the MacRobertson Shield event in England.
NSW won the “Cup” for the first two years, 1950 and 1951,
and again in 1979 and 2007. A long time between drinks.
This is Australia’s prestigious interstate team event for
Association Croquet and the event is held each year,
rotating to a different state. For the ‘elite’ players to play in
this event is an honour and it rewards their dedication. Over
the years the format of the competition has been changed
many times. Format for the present: the Eire Cup teams
consist of 4 Men and 4 Women players. During the event
each State plays one another as a round robin. Each match
consists of two Men’s doubles and two Women’s doubles
games played in the morning . In the afternoon this is
followed by two rounds of men’s and women’s singles
games, the order of play determined by their Australian
ranking. Each match consists of 20 games, the State with
the most games at the end of day’s play is the winner of the
day. The Eire Cup will be played at four clubs, Tempe,
Chatswood, RSGC and Sutherland.
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Chloe Aberley (VC) – Chloe
began playing croquet at her
father’s and grandfather's side
in the mid 1990s. She is
representing NSW for the 7th
time. She represented Australia
in the 2005 Trans-Tasman A
series and was selected as a
reserve for the 2009 TransTasman series.
Ken Edwards – Ken (63 this
year!) joined Mosman Club in
October 1989. His mother
played croquet, and apart from
some games of golf croquet
before his teens, had not hit a
ball until 1989. After three
attempts interrupted by work,
he started playing again in
2002, and went downhill from there, losing 15 straight
matches in 2005. Things got worse until mid 2007,
when now without a job, and with a new mallet, his
game improved. He finds the game most enjoyable,
and is a keen traveller and tournament player. Ken is
very pleased to be making his debut as a member of
the CNSW team in 2009.
Mike Jenner – Mike has a
strong croquet background
with playing experience from
the UK and the US before
settling in Sydney with his
family in 2006. He first swung
a mallet in the 1970s and first
hit a roquet in the 1980s. This
is Mike's 3rd year as a member
of the NSW team. He was also selected to represent
Australia for the first time in the 2009 Trans-Tasman
series.
Peter Landrebe – Peter
started croquet in 1998 when
he was in need of a gentler
pastime. He had been a
regular golfer and rugby
player at the time but was
beginning to struggle with
injuries. A sighting of a
croquet lawn on the way home
from rugby practice facilitated the change. Peter

considers his selection in the NSW team for the past
10 years to be one of his best achievements in croquet
as he finds playing in a team gives a better feeling than
winning individual tournaments. He also regards
playing the Eire Cup at “home” in 2009 as being pretty
special. Peter is also a member of the Australian team
for the 2009 Trans-Tasman series.
Tim Murphy – Tim started
playing croquet on the South
Coast 5 year ago and has
subsequently swung mallets
for clubs at Nowra,
Queanbeyan and Canberra.
Tim has been a member of the
NSW team since 2007 and has
also represented Australia in
the 2007 Australia vs New Zealand A series.
Rosie Graham – Rosie
began her association with
croquet in the early 1990s
when she began catering for
CNSW Christmas functions.
She took up playing soon
after and is representing
NSW for the 11th time in
2009. She also represented
Australia in the 1997 TransTasman Ladies Challenge.
Alison Sharpe – Alison has being playing competitive
croquet for the last 4 years.
She first swung a mallet
socially while sipping a
Pimms and quickly moved her
bisque level of 18 to 3 over an
18 month period when she set
down her glass, joined the
Killara club and started
playing more competition
matches. She has been a
member of the NSW team since 2007.
Alix Verge – A self confessed croquet tragic, Alix first
picked up the habit 7 years
ago and jumps at the chance
to play any form of the game.
She juggles the primary balls
with a would-be academic
career and a teenaged croquet
orphan who hasn’t yet caught
the bug despite parental
urging.

This is Alix’s second year in the Eire Cup Team. She
was also recently selected to represent Australia in the
2009 Trans-Tasman series.

RESERVES
Stephen Richards (C) –
Stephen is a member of the
Canberra Club. He first swung
a mallet in 1998 when invited
to participate in chicken and
champagne golf croquet
evenings on the lawns of Old
Parliament House. Since then
Stephen's been hooked on
croquet and champagne. He has
been a member of the NSW team since 2005.

Robbie Stock – Robbie was
introduced to croquet by an
Order of Benedictine Monks
in the 1970s and has played
the game with a religious
fervour since that time. This is
her third year as a member of
the NSW team.

Thank you to Stephen Richards for the biographies
and to Geof McDonald for these sketches of the team
members.
Please note: these are original sketches and photos
and may only be used once for the CNSW Newsletter
unless permission is obtained for further use from
Geof McDonald.

This Badge will be available for purchase during the
Championships in March
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