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just after noon. The Concordia Club kindly made several
tables on the veranda available for us to have our lunch.

Croquet players from country and metropolitan clubs
gathered at CNSW Headquarters at Tempe, on Friday
February 22, for the traditional opening of the Croquet
Year – Gala Day.
In all 15 clubs were represented, with players travelling
from Nowra, Toronto Blue Mountains, Hazelbrook and
Maitland.
Coogee, Sydney, Royal Sydney, Port
Hacking, Killara, Eastwood, Sutherland and Hurstville
clubs carried the flag for the Metropolitan area.
As always, a gathering on croquet players in their whites
and club colours on lush green lawns, makes for a very
attractive sight. For once, the weather gods smiled on us.
At time the skies looked a little threatening, but luckily it
stayed fine and warm throughout the morning.

After lunch winners were presented with prizes. Spot the
Hoop, hosted by Port Hacking was won by Bill Munns.
Rush and Roll, hosted by Coogee, was won by Joan
Dobell-Brown. Sydney club organised Eggs in the
Basket, won by Jude Brentnall. Peter Smith was the
winner of the Blue Mountains’ Gateball game. Hurstville
hosted the ladder which was won by Robyn Batley; and
Muriel Jones was the winner of the Tunnel, hosted by
Eastwood. Jenny Brentnall won the snake and Marie
Munns won the Nowra hosted Bagatelle. Toronto hosted
the Dolls, John Love won that and Pam Gentle took the
honours in the Dogs Hind Leg, organised by Killara. The
mother and daughter team of Val Robinson and Anne
Cullen were the winners of Sutherland’s Golf Croquet and
Kath Coull was the winner of The Clock, presented by
Eastwood.
A total of 51 players enjoyed a very pleasant morning.
Gala day is a great way catch up with players from other
clubs and it would be wonderful to see more clubs
contributing to this annual event.
Congratulations to all winners, host clubs and organisers it
was a memorable day.

All three lawns were in use with clubs hosting a variety of
mallet games. Most of the old favourites were played
including Spot the Hoop, Eggs in the Basket, Dolls, Rush
and Roll, Bagatelle and the ladder. Golf Croquet and
Gateball were also available.
Maitland introduced us to a new and novel game this year.
A reptilian challenge called the Big Black Snake, which
involved guiding a ball through a curving channel
composed of lengths of hose laid side by side culminating
in a hoop. This exercise proved to be a lot more difficult
than it looked.

Katherine Love
Hurstville Club

After a welcome speech from CNSW President, John
Compton, play commenced at 10 am and continued until

Photos courtesy Peter Smith
Maitland
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From the President:

From the Editor:

Welcome to another year of croquet in NSW.
Internationally we have three World
Championships in 2013. The U21 and the
Open GC Worlds will be held in Cairo, Egypt from 15
April until 28 April. Representing NSW will be Peter
Landrebe (Cammeray), Lester Hughes (Mosman), Peter
Freer (Canberra) and Joe Dimech (Taree). In August, the
World Open AC Championship will be held in Surbiton,
England commencing on the tenth. Australia has received
seven invitations plus wild cards. Hopefully some of
these will come to NSW.
The Trans-Tasman has concluded in New Zealand with
Australia proving to be very dominant. NSW was
represented by Rosemary Graham, Alison Sharpe and
Claire Bassett with Charlotte Morgan a reserve. If you
followed the Trans Tasman progress on croquetscores you
will already know that Australia won 3 tests to nil. After
years of drought Australia has won the last two TTs. Well
done Australia and well done Rosie, Ali and Claire.
On the National scene the GC Gold Medal, Men’s and
Women’s Championships and the Interstate Series will be
held in the Hunter due to the number of four lawn venues
available. Newcastle National Park, Maitland and
EDSACC have volunteered their lawns and we are
hopeful of Toronto also agreeing to assist. A Tournament
Organizing Committee has already been set up and has
already had an initial meeting. Qualified referees will be
needed for these competitions so if you are interested keep
the dates free. The competitions start on 21 August and
continues until 1 September.
I would like to personally thank Tim Murphy (Canberra)
on behalf of CNSW and croquet players in general for his
great website hosting croquet scores from around the
world. If you have not yet checked out the site www.croquetscores.com - then take a look. You will
soon be adding it to your favourites. Thanks Tim.
Bowling Clubs in the Denistone area have been
investigated with none proving to be suitable either by
size or by still operating. There has been no further
progress on the Auburn Club.
We wish NSW well in their defence of the Eire Cup in
Adelaide during March. The team of Alison Sharpe,
Rosemary Graham, Charlotte Morgan, Pam Gentle,
Nerida Taylor (Res), Peter Landrebe, Stephen Richards
(C), Jim Nichols (VC), Trevor Bassett and Alan Walsh
(Res and Manager) will be attempting to win the Interstate
Cup for the fourth consecutive year.
John Compton

Once again clubs have come to the rescue
enabling me to postpone a nervous breakdown
by their response to my appeal for material.
Articles are included in this issue from Blue
Mountains, Coogee, Eastwood, Forster, Gloucester,
Jamberoo, Killara,
Maitland, Mosman, Newcastle
National Park, Nowra, Orange, Sawtell, South West
Rocks, Strathfield, Sutherland, Urunga, Wagga Wagga,
Walla Walla, Wollongong, Woolgoolga . If your club’s
name is not here, perhaps you could be the first to submit
an article for the next issue.
In addition to the club entries, there are other articles: a
playing tip for AC, Golf Croquet Coaching, Double
Banked Games, Communications. An in-house poet has
provided some verses around the rules of GC and these
will appear from time to time. I also received some
howlers from Church bulletins that are good for a bit of a
laugh. How important is the role of editing! Of course,
being the first issue of the year, there are no CNSW
tournament events to report on but that is about to change
as the year unfolds. Gala Day has set the scene for a new
croquet year.
Keep the next issue of the Newsletter in mind and send us
details of your activities. Meanwhile, a happy year of
hoops and fun.
Wendy Fothergill
Closing date for June issue: Wednesday 22 May

Membership Notice
Recently, there have been quite a few problems with the
notification of changes to membership. It is essential that
clubs follow the procedures set in place for some years
now so that changes are duly recorded and the payment of
fees is accurate. There is a new form for the purpose and
this can be downloaded from the website or obtained from
the Records Officer if that proves too difficult.
The process should be:
1. Complete a New Member form to notify any changes
to current membership: new members, members
leaving, change of details eg addresses, etc.
2. Send this completed form by email to
membershiup@croquet-nsw.org
3. Send a hard copy of the form together with required
fees to CNSW, PO Box 5096, Marrickville, 1475.
This applies even if the money is paid by direct deposit
to CNSW’s bank account. Remember to identify any
direct deposits so that the club can be credited.
Many thanks
Wendy Fothergill
CNSW Records Officer
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Urunga Croquet Club
rd
3 Annual Golf Croquet Singles Carnival
A mixed bag of weather conditions reminded me of
playing in Cairnlea last August, blue skies and sunshine
welcomed the thirty-six visiting players to Urunga for
their Third Annual Golf Croquet held 6-9 November
2012. However the wind gradually picked up over the
first day and remained gusting to 45-50km for the next
two days before over 40 mls of rain overnight had the
squeegees out on the last morning to clear the water from
the courts before the hoops were set.
We had eleven clubs represented with participants from
between Woolgoolga and Sydney and as far west as
Dubbo, playing both doubles and singles. It was great to
greet new faces who were competing for the first time at
Urunga and equally pleasing to renew friendships with
many players who have regularly enjoyed the event.
The Tournament Manager Barb Piggott, who doubled as
Tournament Referee and Handicapper, was helped by
many Club members including Debbie Anderson,
Carnival Secretary, Jenni Demkin and her helpers in the
kitchen, John Piggott who set the lawns up each morning
and the gallant band of referees from both Urunga and the
visiting clubs, who supervised the 180 singles matches.
The social aspects of the carnival should not be forgotten
and our thanks to Sammy and Suki from Lui’s Restaurant
at the C.ex Urunga Golf & Sports Club for the
scrumptious lunches, the carnival dinner on the Thursday
night and finger food during the presentations on the
Friday.
As the first day was also Melbourne Cup Day a number of
sweeps were conducted and if was funny to watch players
drop mallets and leave the lawns when the bell rang so
they could come and watch the race – they do say it is the
race that stops the Nation and it certainly stopped the
croquet.

was an equal number of wins. We had fourteen handicap
changes during the carnival, both up and down
Block A
Winner:
Peter Montague (Killara)
Runner Up: Joe Dimech (Taree)
Block B
Winner:
Kevin Page (Toronto)
Runner Up: Sandy Coutts (Forster)
Block C
Winner:
Shirley Page (Toronto)
Runner Up: Liz Montague (Killara)
Block D
Winner:
Robert Grieg (Forster)
Runner Up: Michael Bone (Myall Park)
Block E
Winner:
Mary Grieg (Forster)
Runner Up: Dion Stump (Killara)
Block F
Winner:
Jan Sullivan(Forster)
Runner Up: Jenny Burgess (Woolgoolga)
Many complimentary remarks were made about the
running of the Carnival with players eager to return next
year. If you have not been to Urunga on the Mid North
Coast you may like to consider 2013, although get your
entry in early as we can only accept 36 players and some
entries have already been received.
Barb Piggott
Captain
Note: This report arrived just too late for inclusion in
the December issue.



We would also like to thank our sponsors for this event,
our major sponsor Federation of Community, Sporting
and Working Clubs and minor sponsor Coffs Ex-Services
Memorial and Sporting Club Ltd. for their continued
support of our carnivals. John Cate produced unique
prints for trophies and the players from earlier carnivals
are now starting to get a collection of these unique prints.

This book, written by Ruth
Stotter, is composed of seven
sections: The Deadness Board,
The Fatal Mallet, Croak, eh?,
The Dead Hammer, Blue-RedBlack-Yellow, The Four Ball
Break and Killer Croquet. The
story takes place near Palm
Springs at a country club that
has an active croquet club.
There are six murders on this
site but only three of the
murderers are apprehended. …

A change in format with no times or lawns allocated for
games had the players wondering how it would work, but
they soon got into the swing of it and all agreed the
flexibility of the system had us finishing earlier than
normal and if someone had to slip away their game was
skipped and fitted in on their return.
We had a keenly contested competition with one Block
having to go to a hoop count when two players had the
same number of wins, same nett score and had both won a
game against each other. The other Blocks were not as
close as they could be separated by nett score when there

If this whets your appetite, the book is available for
download at amazon.com at a cost of $2.99
CNSW received a postcard with these details. It is
offered here for information only. We are not making
any recommendation.
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Eastwood Croquet Club News
Club Championships:
Our AC and GC Championships for 2012 were held in
October. The winners were:
AC Club Champion - Pat Gilchrist
AC Silver Winner - Shirley McLachlan
AC Bronze Winner - Nick Protos
GC Doubles Winners - Reece Keogh and Robyn Batley
Young visitors to the Club:
One of our local Senior Schools, Eastwood Marist
Brothers, was running a special program for Senior
Students, involving playing many different sports’ games
and the teacher in charge asked for access to our club.
This program enabled students to gain an extra point
towards their HSC totals. The Club welcomed seventy
students to learn the rules of croquet games and to
experience playing croquet for the first time. Seven club
members were present to help with the games but the boys
were so competitive that it took only a short time before
they were assessing angles and shots to take to score
hoops and prevent the opposition scoring. There was
much good natured repartee between the boys. It was a
most successful day and we hope to have another one next
year.

New Lawns for Eastwood:
Eastwood CC has managed to secure a grant from the
Federal Government to help pay for a complete renovation
of our lawns. The grant will cover half the cost and the
club will pay the other half. The renovation will include
laser levelling, a new irrigation system, scouring and
planting of new grass turfs, and top dressing. Brian Smith
will be our Project Manager for the work. Our lawns will
be out of action for three months, December, January and
February but we hope to be able to play again in March.
We would like to thank Epping and Strathfield Clubs for
offering facilities and times for our members to play at
their clubs. Our members all look forward to having the
new lawns to play on and perhaps it will improve their
handicaps! We held a farewell to the old lawns and hope
to have a welcome to the new ones in 2013.

Club members
celebrating the
last day of the old
lawns and the
promise of the
new level surface.



Shirley McLachlan
Secretary

Nowra News
Club member, Jill Gale, teaching
Marist Brothers’ boys the finer
points of making hoops.

Enid Brown Friendship Games:
This is an annual AC doubles event between four local
clubs, Eastwood, Epping, Strathfield and Holroyd.
Cheltenham could not participate this year and Holroyd
was invited to play for the first time. We were very
pleased to welcome Holroyd as they only have a small
membership but were able to field enough players for the
Games. Members play at each others’ clubs over three
days and competition is always keen.
This year,
Eastwood Club won the most games and hoops and was
presented with the trophy by Enid Brown’s daughter,
Robyn, at a special lunch for all competitors on Saturday,
8 September at Eastwood.
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After a somewhat delayed start due to severe weather
conditons, Margaret Sawers has started teaching
Richochet croquet to an enthusiastic group at Nowra
Croquet Club. Players have been staying after a morning
of golf croquet, having lunch together and then attempting
to play richochet. This is proving much more successful
than teaching it on one court whilst golf croquet is played
on the other one as players can focus solely on this game
and discuss tactics with one another without distractions.
Margaret is even hoping that some interclub richochet
competitions can be organised in the future.
Nowra club is looking forward to hosting the Division 2
State Championships in early March. The lawns are
looking good despite the scorching conditons earlier this
year.
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Pat Poynter

Third Lawn for Wagga Wagga Club

Blue Mountains Croquet Club

The Wagga Wagga Croquet Club is hoping to acquire a
third lawn during 2013.

The inaugural Blue Mountains Gateball Competition was
held in midwinter 2011. The weather was appalling, our
clubhouse had just blown down and Gateball was a new
sport for many of our members and visitors, but the great
company, fabulous food and the warmth of Betty
Gledhill’s wood stove meant we had such a good time that
everyone vowed to do it all again.

On Monday evening, 19 November, twenty members and
partners attended for a working bee. All the shrubs and
plants along the north/east boundary were cut down to
allow for the fence to be relocated around the extra land
that the Wagga Wagga City Council has allocated for the
Club‘s third lawn. As the WWCC is developing the
Robertson Oval Complex adjoining the Croquet Club, this
extension is timely to fit in with the overall improvement
to the area. Hopefully, with the assistance of Government
Grants, the Club will eventually have three first class
lawns and be able to accommodate more Carnivals and
players than in the past.
The Club is now waiting for Council to clear the rubbish
and mark out the land allocated so that it can clear the site
and commence laying the third lawn, hopefully in the new
year.

2012’s competition was held in March, with much better
weather (until the very moment our local politician
presented the winners’ trophy) and much tougher
competition, but the feedback was again positive. Our
local pies were voted best tournament tucker ever tasted
and the limitations of our facilities were compensated for
by the welcome given to our intrepid competitors, who
came from as far away as Mt Tamborine in Queensland.
By the time the CNSW Newsletter is published in March,
we will have held our third Blue Mountains Gateball
Competition. We hope the weather will be on our side,
but one never knows in the mountains! We do know that
our interstate competitors are returning and we hope that
the growing number of NSW Gateballers will give both
them and the experienced team from Canberra a real run
for their money. Watch this space!
On the Croquet side, with several new players joining the
club, Bill Haines has run an informative coaching session
on “Common faults in Golf Croquet” and our experienced
players are taking every opportunity to practice on a full
sized lawn, in preparation for their participation in
tournaments throughout the year.
Penny Park
Publicity Officer


Wrong Ball – Golf Croquet
Hit the wrong ball playing doubles,
then you’re asking for some troubles.
Strike your own ball out of turn,
or your partner ball, you’ll learn
that a lot of strife will sadly fall,
if you play your opponent’s ball.
Your opponents choose the colour to play,
replace the balls or let them stay.
In a singles game, there’s some relief,
your partner ball will cause no grief.
Just put the balls back where they lay;
your correct own ball then you play.
(Warn your opponent, by the way)

Thw willing helpers at work

Robyn Willis
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The Croaky Poet.
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Forster Croquet Club
Forster Croquet Club Inc concluded the year in grand
style recognising the efforts of players over the past year
and joining one another in some Christmas cheer.
Seventy five years of the club's history was acknowledged
with the cutting of the cake by past President, Shirley
Fliedner (2006-2009), who still has an active role as Club
Captain, and our current President, Neville Milne. Ross
Williams, past President (2009-2012), paid tribute to the
ladies who formed the club in 1937 with the original court
on the corner of Wallis and West Street mentioning their
battles of the day to keep the club operating. They
managed to do this for twenty-nine years before a green
was made available on the recreation reserve and the
Club’s 30th anniversary was held at the new club house it
shared with Forster Tennis Club in Lake Street.
We were privileged to have Margaret Palmer life member,
whose aunt was one of the foundation members, join us
for the occasion. Margaret has witnessed many of the
milestones and seen many changes to the club now
sporting four immaculate courts kept in pristine condition
by our Greenkeeper of twenty-three years, Jason Aurisch
and Courts Officer, Don Scifleet. We enjoy a wellequipped clubhouse with roomy verandah with its new
blinds, and abundant water with the aid of a grant from the
Government Climate Change Public Facilities Program in
2011, enabling the club to capture and store rainwater off
the adjoining Aquatic Centre. The captured 64,000 litre
capacity is serving the court irrigation system. We now
have over 130 enthusiastic members, a dedicated
committee of ten, with a club which boasts being the
largest and most active croquet club in the state with the
greatest number of players.

GREENS AWARD
Special Award: Jason Aurisch
GOLF CROQUET
CEDAR BAT
Winner:
Fred Smith-White
Runner-up:
Neville Milne
CAPTAINS TROPHY
Winner:
Sandy Coutts
Runner-up:
Tom Adams
DIVISION 3 CHAMPIONSHIP
Ian Sullivan
DIVISION 2 CHAMPIONSHIP
Alexander Coutts
DIVISION 1 CHAMPIONSHIP
Barbara McTiernan
CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF DOUBLES
DIVISION 3
Fred & Sue Smith-White
DIVISION 2
Tom Adams & Terry Johnson
JEFF CHRISTENSON MEMORIAL NOVICE AWARD
Jesse Aurisch

The commitment of players to learning the skills of
croquet is evident in the awards presented at this year's
Presentation. The Committee congratulates their effort
and look forward to more competition amongst members
and visitors in 2013.
The winners of events for 2012 are as follows:
ASSOCIATION CROQUET
FORSTER PLATE
Winner:
Robert Trevanion
Runner-up:
Shirley Fliedner
BRIGINSHAW TROPHY
Winner:
Yvonne Gregory
AUTUMN TROPHY
Winner:
Jenny Williams
PRESIDENTS TROPHY
Winner:
Bill Blaikie
Runner- up: Barb McTiernan
DIVISION 4 CHAMPIONSHIP
Not Played
DIVISION 3 CHAMPIONSHIP
Rob Trevanion
DIVISION 2 CHAMPIONSHIP
Archie McCulloch
DIVISION 1 CHAMPIONSHIP
Barbara McTiernan
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Fred Smith-White ,
Cedar Bat winner,
with Neville Milne,
President

Rob Trevanion,
Forster Plate and Div
3 Champion, with Meg
Trevanion and
President Neville
Milne

John Abbo with
history display and
trophies

(no runner-up)
(no runner-up)
Shirley Fliedner and
Neville Milne cutting
the 75th Anniversary
cake

Sandra Christenson
Secretary
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Sutherland Croquet Club’s Activities
President bares all!
Well, not really - just his legs!

the lawns. I would like to express my gratitude to our
fantastic club members for their tireless efforts before and
during the day. I am sure everyone had a great day.
Specific thanks must go to Ros and Ron for organising all
the speciality games.
Thank you all.

Tony McArthur, the beloved President at
Sutherland Croquet Club, competed in
the Manly Seabreeze Competition at the
end of 2012. Among his well fought
efforts and good scores, there was a prize
for winning the Lovely Legs
Competition!

Tony McArthur
President

Intercept Tournament 2013
Following the success of our inaugural event in 2012.
Sutherland Club once again ran The Intercept – a three
day Handicap Golf Croquet event involving both singles
and doubles play. Tony McArthur, our President, once
again acted as Tournament Manager. The field was
limited to 24 players and entries came from Young,
Maitland, Wollongong, Forster and Mt. Sugarloaf, with
the balance being made up by Sutherland members. Many
of our entrants returned having enjoyed their time with us
last year.

With these legs
…….seriously!

Wasn’t there much competition for this prestigious
award?
From the Members of Sutherland Club
Kim Sams
Editor’s Note: Challengers will be accepted!

Grandparents Day 2013
It’s Sunday morning, 8.00 am on an overcast
January day. The weather bureau had
forecast temperatures of 33 degrees what a
relief. The tireless workers from our club start arriving to
prepare our club and lawns for our first Grandparents’
Day. Ros is preparing the area underneath Sylvanvale for
the Grandparents, Parents and Children to relax and
resuscitate.
Meanwhile Ron is up on Lawn 1 setting up the Crazy
Croquet Course. Lawn 3 has been divided in to 2 lawns.
One for the smaller children and the other for the older
children. We have also set up Lawns 1 and 2 with
standard Lawn setups. We are anticipating a turn-up of 35
people with ages ranging from 18 months to over 90 years
of age.
As 10.00 arrives so do the participants keen to enjoy a day
of games and social banter. Bob who has been here since
8.30am, as usual, wants to make sure his contribution to
the day goes without a hitch, and of course it did. It was
decided to have lunch a little early in case some of the
younger participant’s interest waned. Ros had also
brought board games to amuse the children (and parents).

For the singles, players were divided into 3 blocks
generally based on handicaps with each run as a separate
round-robin event. The doubles took place on the final
day with the pairs being selected by the TM such that each
pair consisted of a higher and lower handicap player. This
proved an interesting experience resulting with pairs
coming from different clubs and having no previous
experience together. Teams were divided into 2 blocks
with each block again run as a round-robin event.
Evening activities were also arranged with a visit to a
local Thai restaurant and a sausage sizzle held at the
Sutherland Club premises. The event enjoyed great
support from our local Sutherland Businesses.
The tournament once again proved a popular success and
will become a permanent event on the croquet calendar.
Trophy winners were:
Singles
Block A:
Block B :
Block C :
Doubles
Block A :
Block B:

Peter Coles (Forster)
Bill Muller (Wollongong)
Deb Morgan (Sutherland)
Dianne Cheetham & Robyn Wilson
(Maitland)
(Wollongong)
Peter Coles & Dorle Fischer
(Forster)
(Sutherland)

We look forward to seeing everyone at Intercept 2014.
It is only though the fantastic support of local businesses
and the tireless efforts of our planning committee that we
are able to achieve such success.
Thank you all.
Tony McArthur
President

After a day of enjoyment for all the generations attending
our guests departed and our team of helpers took down all
CNSW Newsletter March 2013
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History of Woolgoolga Croquet Club
1994 to 2012

Pat Hurry played Croquet at Sawtell and decided to try to
establish a Croquet Club at Woolgoolga. She approached
Clive Joass from Woolgoolga Sports Council and he
directed her to Jim Graham who steered her to John
Goddard. Jacqui Till organized and advertised in the local
paper for expressions of interest for forming a Croquet
Club in Woolgoolga.
A meeting was held on 26 October 1994 at Woolgoolga
CommunityVillage, chaired by Jim Graham. A steering
committee was formed and the first official meeting was
held at John and Mary Goddard`s home on 16 December
1994 with nine financial members. Inaugural office
bearers were John Goddard (who passed the Presidency
onto Fred Till), Secretary Pat Hurry and Treasurer
Jacquiline Till. A Constitution was written and in May
1995 the Club came under the umbrella of the
Woolgoolga Bowling Club.
$300 was borrowed from the Sports Council to purchase
second hand equipment from Gosford Club.
Play
commenced down at the beach front where the markets
are now held. Each week the size of the court would be
paced out and flags put at each corner. Pat Hurry could
carry all the gear to and from her home in the boot of her
car. John Goddard and Henry Studer along with other
members took it in turns to mow the grassed area before
each game. Many of the original members made their
own mallets. Members of the Sawtell Club came on
several occasions to give instructions and tuition in both
Golf and Association games to members of the newly
formed club.
The Secretary wrote to all the Government Departments
and members of Parliament who might be able to assist
with the development of the fledging club. On 28
February 1996, $1500 was received from the Sports and
Recreation Department and on 27 September 1996
Croquet NSW gave $4000.
Council, at the behest of Woolgoolga Community Village
Management Committee, allocated the block of land
where the present greens are now situated. Members and
families, under the leadership of Jack Brooks and Fred
Till, started holding working bees to clear and prepare the
area, with much raking and breaking up of clods. They
were also helped by some local tradesmen, especially
John Howard whose earth moving equipment made the
leveling of the greens so much easier. The original court
was the little one on the southern side of the present
complex.
The Green was opened at Luncheon at the Woolgoolga
Bowling Club late 1995. Des and Loris Willmore from
Gosford attended and presented the Club with four
trophies. A larger perpetual Trophy was given from the
defunct Gosford Club. The Woolgoolga Bowling Club
assisted us by allowing their green keepers to do the
mowing. We were also able to store our equipment in one
of their storerooms in a cupboard donated by the Tills. In
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1997 we discussed developing a new green and proceeded
to approach Council for their input. After costing, it was
decided it was too big a project and instead, the club
sought permission to straighten the existing green and
build a shelter shed. On 30 September 1997 a committee
of John Bruce, John Goddard, Henry Studer and Pat Hurry
were appointed to liaise with all representative bodies to
examine the possibility of extensions to the greens. John
Bruce was later appointed our Project Manager.
The Sports and Recreation Department allocated us $6000
and the Woolgoolga Rotary Club donated $2000 from
their Auction. Throughout these years members made and
donated goods for raffles, and monies raised together with
green fees, resulted in a substantial amount.
Council planned to build a new Library in Ganderton
Street, taking a portion of our existing green. A new full
size green was to be built at the rear of the Library.
Council incorporated into their plans a room with toilet,
power and water and a covered area close to our greens
for our use. Under the very capable leadership of John
Bruce, the men namely John Goddard, Henry Studer, Jack
Brooks, Harvey Reid, Gordon Holman, and John Young
commenced work.
A December 1999 meeting reported spraying had been
done. After levelling, a base of crusher dust and top
dressing was added and then Laser levelled. After a game
played with Sawtell Croquet Club on the bowling greens
of Coffs Harbour Catholic Club, mulched and scarified
grass from green renovation at the club was donated and
spread with pleasing results.
The area was fenced and the plans to bring and maintain
all greens at a high standard is on-going. Mark Fraser, the
green keeper of the Woolgoolga Bowling Club, together
with his staff has given invaluable assistance and advice
over the years. Mark continues to help with mowing and
advice as a club member.
Social functions (eg picnic lunches and barbeques) were
once a regular occurrence when visiting teams played. At
first these were held in the barbecue area of the Bowling
Club. Later, when our shed was handed over to us, these
continued for a while at the site of the present grounds.
The highlight social function of the past few years has
been the annual Christmas dinner.
Our monies are often stretched to allow us to buy new
equipment from time to time, to fit out our room, insure
our contents and be free of debt. As of 2009 we are an
independent, self-reliant club. Currently we have one full
and one half green in very good condition.
Our
membership stands at 50 and we play both Association
and Golf Croquet.
Inter-Club GC competitions are held with Sawtell, Urunga
and in the last two years South West Rocks. Association
players also have interclub days with Sawtell and Urunga
throughout the year. We also often have visitors who join
in while holidaying in the area.
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Jenny Burgess

Gateball Has Arrived in Jamberoo

South West Rocks Hosts the Port

When the NSW Gateball Championships were held in
Mosman in mid December last year, one of our members,
Ian Subbi, entered and a few others went along to watch.
As the game is fast and quite tactical it looked like a lot of
fun and as a result, we decided to have an introductory
session at Jamberoo on Thursday 24 January.

South West Rocks had a friendly day with Port

The State Director of Gateball, John Park and his wife,
Penny, together with three players from the Epping Club
(Ken &Clare Poole and John Campey) and Mary Dunn
from Nowra were our coaches/instructors for the day.
Some interested players from neighbouring clubs also
joined us in Jamberoo to share the 'gateball experience'.
John and Penny provided most of the necessary
paraphernalia and we set up two gateball lawns on our
No.1 lawn, as two gateball lawns fit comfortably onto one
full sized croquet lawn. This may prove useful to
Jamberoo, and other clubs, in the future to help
accommodate their growing membership, as each gateball
game requires ten players.

Macquarie on 23 January. It was an extremely hot day,
with twelve of Port Macquarie’s members braving the
heat, with twenty-two of our members. The attached
photos attest that all had a great time.
A sausage sizzle was supplied for lunch as well as
morning and afternoon tea. By 2pm the heat had taken its
toll and people were starting to head home but all in all a
very good day.

After some expert instruction from John Park, those
present were invited to try their skill at 'sparking' a ball
before being divided up into teams for a game. How
difficult, it seemed at first, just to get 10 mature and
normally sensible people to line up by numbers 1-10!! It
is probably fair to say that confusion reigned supreme in
the first game but, by the second game, some of us were
starting to get an appreciation of the tactics.
Demonstrating ‘sparking a
ball”

We took a break for lunch, with Brian Divers, using skills
honed as a Lions club chef, BBQing the sausages to
complement the salads provided by the ladies. Gill Divers
co-ordinated the provision of all the catering, ensuring
that everyone was well 'fed and watered'. After lunch, by
popular request, those present asked for a demonstration
game, with a running commentary, by the experienced
players to get a better understanding of the tactics This
game was played by the experts with a couple of novices
making up the 5 players on each side.
Overall it was a very interesting day which we certainly
enjoyed. John loaned us some 'sticks' so that those who
wish to can give it a try. Since then Jamberoo players
from both association and golf croquet have become
increasingly interested and, as a result, a weekly gateball
afternoon has been organised. Thanks go to our instructors
for the day Penny & John Park, the coaches Ken & Clare
Poole and John Campey from Epping, and Mary Dunn
from Nowra who gave up their time, on a very hot day, to
introduce Jamberoo to Gateball.
Maureen McCowan
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Newcastle National Park
MONSTER GARAGE SALE

AN INCREDIBLE RESULT – ABSOLUTELY FANTASTIC!!!!
A member of our Club initiated the bright idea of the Club
hosting a Garage Sale at which we could all bring in our
“treasures” for sale with all profits going to the Club. The
idea sounded good to our Committee and a SubCommittee was selected to organise and conduct the sale.
To prevent loads of material being stored willy-nilly
around our main clubroom, all members were asked to
package their goods, store them at the back of the room
and a rule was made that nothing was to be sold until the
day of the sale. “Treasures” immediately began to be
brought in.
Finally Saturday, November 17, the day of the sale arrived
with an advertised opening time of 7 a.m. Some buyers
arrived as early as 6 a.m!! And, as the heading says, we
had an incredible result raising $1,485 for the Club
coffers, and that is after taking into account the cost of the
newspaper advertising. Special thanks must go to Judy
Nicod and her Garage Sale committee for such an
excellent organisation of the day. Then there were the
many helpers who came in to sort the goods, price them,
set up the tables, sell them, and then pack away the stuff
that was not sold. There are too many to mention by
name, but those members know who they are.
Leaflets were distributed, newspaper advertisements
placed, and Judy’s long-suffering husband, Paul, painted
and placed signs around various street corners early in the
day, and then removed them after the event was over.
Thank you, Paul.
It was difficult to believe one’s own eyes with the amount
of material for sale – everything from plants, prams to
paintings; beds, books, baby gear to bric-a-brac; strollers
to suitcases; clothes to costume jewelry. As you can see
from the profit made, the event was well attended and all
sellers were kept busy.
Goods not sold have been subsequently donated to local
charities.
As a suggestion to other Clubs – this is a fantastic way to
raise money for your Club as long as you have sufficient
dedicated members prepared to put in the effort. Luckily
we do!!
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Members setting out the “treasures” for sale.
(photo taken on Club camera).



Pam Ingham
Treasurer

Maitland Heritage Association Tournament
With a backdrop of Maitland’s historic St Paul’s Church
framed by dazzling Jacarandas and brilliant
Bougainvilleas, the Maitland Heritage Association
Tournament, generously sponsored by our local Building
Society, The Mutual, began under cloudy skies.
Four quality and even Blocks
assured close finishes and this is
exactly what happened. With a
minute to go in Block D Bill
Munns (Toronto) needed to run
5 hoops to win. He runs hoop 4
successfully.
Block C saw John Piggott
(Urunga) and Judith Squelch
(Newcastle NP) win their first
four games. Unfortunately for
John, Judy was on fire and raced
through their final game 26-0. Great effort Judy. Alan
Pearson and John Compton from Maitland, Toronto’s
Pam Durie and Lesley Fransen (Cammeray) played well
and enjoyed some close games.
Winner of Block C:
Judith Squelch,
Runner Up:
John Piggott.
Bill Munns
ponders just what
he has to do to win

Bill runs hoop 5.
Block B saw local gal Pam Gentle play her usual
consistent game to win the group from John Fransen
(Mosman). Congratulations Pam. The rapidly improving
Chris Lavina (Cammeray) showed his skills by running
12 hoops and pegging his own ball out, but it was not
enough to defeat the wily veteran Max Wiltshire. The
North Coast’s Beverley Oldfield was a very welcome
participant as was Maitland guru, Fred Harvey who both
showed wonderful skills.
Winner of Block B:
Pam Gentle

CNSW Newsletter March 2013

Runner Up:

John Fransen.

Celebrations at Orange

Hoop 6 now in Bill’s bag.
It was anticipated that Block A would be closely contested
by Alix Verge (RSGC) and John Levick (NNP). After
some excellent endeavours by Bill Blaikie (Forster) and
with Steve Harden (Tamworth) giving Alix a fright, the
final game of the Block saw a stellar contest. A crowd of
almost 50 were enthralled as Alix ran to 4 back, John
missed and Alix meticulously peeled 4 back, penultimate
and rover only to be cursed by the Croquet Gods when she
found herself stymied with her shot for rover. John then
ran 9, and later peeled 4 back before coming unstuck at
hoop 6. Alix pegged out to be a worthy winner of Block
A. Christine Pont and Trevor Black had lots of fun in
illustrious company.
Winner of Block A:
Alix Verge
Runner Up:
John Levick.

Orange City Croquet Club celebrated its 20 th.
Anniversary on Saturday 24 November. Celebrations
took the form of a “Fun Day” with members using
croquet equipment and classic croquet shots to compete
in a series of novel games. This was followed by high tea
and formal cutting of the anniversary cake.
We were fortunate to have
founding members and visitors
take part in the celebrations.
session Mr. Davis addressed
ongoing support for the club.

the City Mayor, some
from neighbouring clubs
During the brief speech
the assembly, offering

The lawns were then reset for a friendly game of croquet.
We were even able to encourage the Mayor to try his
skills at the game.

With the crowd now moving from the Block A game, Bill
approaches within 3 yards of 2 back, lines up for the
winning hoop only to see the ball rebound off the near leg.
Bill’s misfortune saw the winner of this Block being Steve
Dilley Jnr (Maitland) playing in his first Association
Tournament. Glen Coulton (Toronto) had consistent play
rewarded.
Manly’s Bernie and David Gibson are
improving rapidly as is Dale Edwards (Maitland) also
playing his first competition.
Winner of Block D:
Stephen Dilley
Runner Up:
Glen Coulton.
Thanks to all who played with fine sportsmanship
determination and with the Tournament’s goal of having
FUN foremost in your mind. Come again next year.

Beverley Oldfield
showed lots of skill &
enjoyed her visit to
Maitland.

Local member and sage,
Fred Harvey took great care \
lining up this shot

Trevor Black
Tournament Manager
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Makara Division 1 GC Singles
The results of this event were incorrectly
entered in the December report. The winner
was Ron Johnstone, and the runner-up was
Pat Moroney (Jamberoo). Apologies, Pat,
for the error in the original report.

Golf Croquet Is Alive and Well in NSW
The numbers registering interest in the Coaches training
and Improve Your Game sessions held recently at
Maitland Croquet Club by National Director of Coaching
– Golf Croquet, Greg Bury, proves that Golf Croquet is
very much alive and thriving in NSW. Greg was Captain
of last year’s Queensland team in the Interstate Shield and
has represented Australia at various events around the
world in Golf Croquet.
Greg was conducting a tour of Australia to train coaches
and presenters in the recently developed Golf Croquet
Coaching Program which is in the process of being
accredited by the Australian Sports Commission. This
was the first stop of a three state tour was NSW before he
went on to Tasmania and Victoria. He is also travelling to
Western Australia and South Australia later in February to
complete his tour.
On the Friday we had twenty-five keen students in the
morning complete the Level O (Orientation) program. It
was an extensive three hour session designed to enable the
Coach to train players in the required elements of Golf
Croquet at the Beginner level. Congratulations to all
those who attended and qualified as Level O Coaches.
The Friday afternoon was another three hour session that
twenty of our recently qualified Level O coaches attended
to qualify as Level 1 coaches. The Level 1 program has
been implemented for the development of coaches for the
intermediate level of skills and tactics. While all qualified
in the Golf Croquet specific elements of the training a
couple still require to complete the General Principles
course conducted by the Australian Sports Commission
and are only provisionally qualified at this time.

Like all best laid plans we never factored in the ‘Weather
Gods’ and after over 30 mls of rain overnight and
continued rain throughout the morning, plans were revised
and amended on the fly all day. Nearly sixty players still
turned up despite the conditions and while most remained
dry, Greg, assisted by our dedicated new Level 1 Coaches,
stood in the rain for over four hours demonstrating the
skills required for players of all levels to improve their
performance.
Players must have valued the sessions as they never gave
up and stayed on to hear and watch demonstrations in
what can only be described as miserable conditions
despite my assurances it would clear in half an hour.
Fortunately the rain cleared in the afternoon for us to be
able to get onto the lawns and put into practice some of
our newly obtained knowledge with a number of drills and
games designed to get the player to think about both
defence and attack.
I would like to thank Bev Smith and her Committee and
players from the Maitland Croquet Club for being
prepared to give up their lawns for two days at short
notice when Tempe was unavailable that weekend and for
their support throughout the two days. Nothing was too
much trouble and this attitude assisted in making the event
such a great success.
Players should now look out for details on how this
program is to be implemented in NSW in the coming
months as I am sure our Presenters will be kept very busy
if the interest shown in the Hunter is any indication.

Greg demonstates how to do a jump shot will players look on

CNSW now also has five qualified presenters to roll out
the program though out the state later this year when the
final manual goes to print.
I would like to thank all who attended the sessions and
showed a passion for furthering the Sport in NSW and I
am sure they will gain from the experience of being
trained by such a qualified and passionate player.
Greg was astounded when I picked him up from the
airport on the Thursday night and informed him we had
seventy-seven registered to attend the Improve Your
Games session on the Saturday morning. A discussion
with our newly accredited coaches on the Friday worked
out a ‘game plan’ for the Saturday morning and after a
few amendments it went to print.
Page 12

Newly accredited Golf Croquet Coaches with their Level O certificates

CNSW Newsletter March 2013

Barb Piggott
SDC-GC, CNSW

Australia
Day
at
Killara
Killara celebrated Australia Day, decking the lawns with
corner (Australian) flags and bunting on the fence.
Members looked smart, wearing Aussie theme caps and
clothes that go well with our navy and white uniform.
We changed the usual format of Association Croquet on a
Saturday morning to that quaint game of Gateball that
looks so easy and turns out to be quite difficult.
Light little balls and light little mallets - and wide hoops turn regular croquet on its head. Swinging from the
shoulders becomes flicking from the wrists. Picking up
the OTHER ball to take croquet - or “spark” - is a major
problem. Eye on the ball and follow through still apply but eye on the ball is difficult when you’ve got your foot
on it.
Club member Greg Deakin did his best to keep the unruly
Killara mob playing in order and doing what they were
told, instead of going their usual diverse ways.
Fortunately he did not try to keep us within time limits, so
we could dodder to our ball and take advice about where
to hit it - once, of course, we had got through the dreaded
hoop 1! It was very demoralising to be standing at the
starting line well after our friends had gone through hoops
1 and 2 - and even 3!
It was with great relief that many of us gathered up the
gear and made our way back to the Clubhouse for Aussie
food and drink. Billy Tea and Bundaberg Ginger Beer
quenched our thirst, and the table groaned with damper
and Vegemite sandwiches - followed by mini pavlovas
and lamingtons.

The clubhouse and courts were
decorated with flags – even the centre
peg became an Aussie flag. Aussie
dress was the theme for the day; there
were convicts, Aussie cricketers, blue
singlets and plenty of gold and green.
Vice President, Ron raised the flag and
A d v a n c e
Australia Fair was sung with gusto.
There was delicious damper and a
morning tea to be proud of. Oh,
yes, there was some croquet too.
Of course there was the inevitable
shower of rain – only enough to
send us running for rain jackets, but
not stop play. A morning of Golf
Croquet was followed by a sausage
sizzle lunch and an afternoon of
Ricochet. All agreed that any day is a good day to
celebrate Australia.
We look forward to our next event – our Golf Croquet
Carnival to be held in June – there are some spots
available for those interested.
Jenny Arnold
Club Secretary



Croquet Championship at Exeter
An enthusiastic group of croquet fans watched the
inaugural Southern Highlands Croquet Club Golf Croquet
Singles Championship final held on a bright Sunday
morning, 10 February. It was a hard fought match, with
the lead changing many times, and lasting an unusually
long 2½ hours.

The two finalists were Inge
Mayne from Mittagong and
Harry Pidgeon from
Bundanoon, with Harry
narrowly winning the 3
game final by 2 games to 1,
scores being 7-3, 6-7, 7-4.

Having done our patriotic duty, some resumed normal
play in the afternoon while others staggered home,
exhausted from their efforts.
Let’s do it all again next year!
Fay Simpson
Secretary


Australia Day Revisited—Sawtell
The only event in Sawtell on the Australia Day holiday
was a rain event. We could only watch as almost 500 mls
of rain fell over Sunday and Monday. Not to be daunted
the Croquet Club held their Australia Day Fun Day on
Thursday 4 February.

This was followed by eighteen SHCC members enjoying a
normal playing session on the club lawns at Exeter.
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Strathfield Club Report
Our Club is 109 years old this year, and for the past 66
years, the Club has been on the 50 Redmyre Road site. I
do not know how many times during this period the Club
has waxed and waned, but I do know that in the past three
years there has been tremendous growth and change, and
with this growth and change there are the inevitable
challenges, as well as successes. We have been working
hard on many fronts.
The Club Site Environment:
Any visitor to the Club will notice tangible change. Our
lawns have been recently top-dressed, and are performing
well. Also, we now have four new weather shelters,
which look quite splendid. The shelters were physically
completed by Paul Rutherford, with lots of assistance
from Club Members, Richard Thomas and Charlie
Musarra, who worked tirelessly to complete the task
before Christmas. It would not have been possible to
complete this task without financial assistance from the
Strathfield Sports Club and Strathfield Council. Within
the Clubhouse, there are changes too. We have new
window blinds, and a new phone (for emergency needs),
as well as the phone serving some Club Needs.
Networking:
Several members attended a Grant Submission Workshop
organised by Strathfield Council. Shortly afterwards, Ann
Shaddick and Heather Smallbone applied for a
Community Grant which was successful ($750), which
went towards payment of our new window blinds. We
continue to strengthen our ties not only with our local
Council, but we have also expanded our links to four
neighbouring Councils (the recent addition being Auburn
Council). Events & General Club News are published
constantly in many Western Sydney newspapers (both online and hard copy Issues), and we make use of Council
on-line services to advertise events. From feedback I
receive from newcomers, the message is clear ‘it is the
repeated advertising, to which they eventually respond’.
We now have a website:
http://strathfieldcroquet.wordpress.com
which was put together by Charles Britton. Our social
networks are active too. In January, we held our annual
function for Strathfield Rotarians. They enjoyed it so
much they plan to see more of us this year. The good
thing is, their members are often members of other
Community Organisations, and through them, links are
being made. We continue to have our commitment to
teaching University Students something about our sport
(considered as part of their TARGET SPORT MODULE).
2013 marks our fourth year of association with the
students enrolled in the School of Exercise Science
Course, at the Australian University Strathfield Campus.
Improving as players:
Last year, a number of our players featured in several
competition results, either as a runner-up or as winner of
their division (see page one of the 2012 December Issue
of the Croquet NSW Newsletter). Heather has played an
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important role in lifting player standards, and so have the
dedicated players, who achieved these results. Also, last
year, some members attended the coaching clinic run by
David Wise (National Director, AC), and more recently, I
had the good fortune to attend the Program conducted by
Greg Bury (National Director, GC) for players to become
GC coaches. It was an historic occasion. There was so
much combined knowledge in the room, and a great
opportunity to give input into what is hoped will be an
accredited program for Coaches. I am now a Level 1 Golf
Croquet Coach! I hope to gain extra tips from Glenda
Chaplyn and others, who partake successfully in GC
Competitions, in both city and country clubs.
Improving as a Club:
We welcome existing players to our Club (so do consider
dual/multiple club membership options). We could
benefit from your general experience in the Croquet
World. We are a very enthusiastic, dynamic, and quick
learning group (current membership tally is 40).
Organisational structures have been strengthened, and we
are at the stage, where we can really start to enjoy the
fruits of our labour; face our challenges, and consolidate
as a group.

Advanced Skills Group (0-4) attending a course with Greg Bury

On the open
learning
session on
Saturday
morning,
there were
about 65
players from
clubs
around the
state.

At the program for
coaches, the numbers
were 20-25 approx.

Ruth Bridger
Publicity Officer
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Wollongong Croquet Club

I once heard a farmer, explaining on the radio,
how he responds to seasonal changes. Not
surprisingly, he revealed that each season has a
set schedule of activities. The big surprise for
me was that the schedule is determined by the
season to come rather than the current
conditions.
For example, in the summer
months, the ground is prepared for the cooler
days of autumn. During autumn, there are tasks
to do that can’t be done in the shortened days of
winter, etc. Not being a farmer, it has taken me
a while to understand the schedule of what
needs to be done to improve and/or maintain a
croquet court playing surface. I ‘get the idea’ of
planning ahead.

What I think the farmer failed to explain is how
he would cope with the recent weather
conditions which have brought more sun, rain
and wind gusts in a month than we can usually
expect in a year! And in case anyone is
wondering, at present the WCC lawns are
looking better than ever.
If you are in the neighbourhood and want to play
with us, you can check out our new website:
www.wollongongcroquet.org
Belinda Schuster
President
Editor’s Note: Photos and Club Badge copied from the
new website

MNCCC Christmas Party
With visitors coming from the three other district clubs,
fifty players attended this celebration. Trophies were
presented to the 2012 District winners
Sage Plate – GC:
Rogers Plate – AC:

Valé
Mrs Joy Andrews, member of Forster Croquet Club



Port Macquarie
Port Macquarie

AC Championships
Div 1: Jim Hicks (Port Macq)
Div 2: Alan Gray (Port Macq)
Div 3: Penny Jude (Forster)
Div 4: Denise Nelson (Port Macq)

Mr Peter Wentzel, member of Killara Club



GC Championships
Div 1: Forster
Div 2: Port Macquarie
Div 3: Gloucester

Taree and Port Macquarie are hosting the CNSW Singles
and Doubles Championships being held in September
2013. Taree Croquet Club's participation will be from 14
to 18 September inclusive. Plans are in construction for
Taree Croquet Club to upgrade their No 1 lawn in 2013.
This was their original lawn and over the years lawns
numbers two and three have been added. The upgrade
will bring No. 1 lawn to the same standard as the other
two.

\Narooma Croquet club was saddened by the recent
sudden death of our Patron and long time friend and
member Estelle Neilson. Estelle and her husband
Nigel joined the Croquet Club as foundation
members when the club was formed in 2000. Estelle
quickly became involved in all the club activities and
was a very willing worker and helper in the various
fund-raising and social activities. She had past
experience in croquet at the Canberra Croquet Club
and was instrumental in gaining some support from
the Canberra Club for our fledgling Narooma club.
Estelle became our Patron two years ago after
holding most of the other Executive Committee
positions.

Taree Croquet Club would like some ideas from other
clubs on successful ways of attracting new members to
their club,

Estelle will be long remembered and never forgotten.
We will all miss her happy smiling presence. e offer
Nigel and the family our deepest sympathy.



Helen Maybury
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What Do You Think?
This is the question put to me at
the Christmas Party for our District’s clubs.
What did I think about the idea of allowing a player on a
double banked court to lift their ball and let a ball from the
other game to roll by unimpeded? The reason given for
this idea was that no-one would be penalised and the game
could be played quicker [no-one would have to work out
where the balls should be placed].
[sighing deeply]
If the Conditions of Play for the event included that all
games would be played according to WCF Golf Croquet
Rules – that condition has been broken. Are all NonStriking Faults to be ignored, or only this one? Official
Ruling 9.3 is also being ignored/excused.
The game could be played quicker and uninterrupted if
there were no penalties for double taps, crushes, court
damage, playing before the previous turn ends, and all
other Faults, to say nothing of Wrong Ball play and being
Offside.
Golf Croquet is a lot of fun but does not have a reputation
as a serious part of our sport. Removing the challenges
that are there will further enhance the image of Golf
Croquet being just a social activity rather than a credible
game.
That is what I think. What do you think?
Jan Sage



Communicating With Coaches & Players
Finding the best way to communicate with players at all
levels appears to be a major obstacle in getting
information out on activities that are to be conducted.
Throughout 2012 I arranged for/or conducted Coaching
Workshops throughout NSW to both qualify players to
become or reaccredit as Coaches or for players to improve
their game. I used a number of mediums to ensure that
the information got out to players including email to all
Club Secretaries, the CNSW website, the CNSW Players
Group and this Newsletter, but unfortunately this
information does not always get down to the grass roots
level. If anyone can assist in giving me more options to
ensure the information gets to players, please contact me
with your suggestions.
A number of players contacted me after the release of the
2013 Year Book as they had been omitted from the
Coaching ranks. Coaches at all levels are reminded of the
requirements to reaccredit every four years and those who
fail to reaccredit will be automatically removed from the
list of Active Coaches. It is the player’s responsibility to
ensure he/she remains current. A list of Association
players who require reaccrediting in 2013 has been on the
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CNSW Website since December
2012 and all coaches should
access the list to see if they
require reaccrediting and, if so, complete a Coaching
Request application to make arrangements for this to
occur. If you do not have access to the website please
ask your Club Secretary or someone else to check on
your behalf.
Expressions of Interest are now being sought from
players wishing to be considered for the 2013
Development Squads for both Association and Golf
Croquet. Application forms are available on the CNSW
Website and close on 31 March for Golf Croquet and 30
April for Association Croquet. The Development Squad
has a number of objectives, but is an avenue for players
wishing to improve their game, while at the same time
making Selectors aware of their potential for
consideration when selecting State teams. The
Development Squad may also be used as a training squad
for the State team to play against in preparation for the
Erie Cup and Interstate Shield competitions.
The introduction of the ACA Golf Croquet Coach
Training Program was a perfect time to streamline the
system of how players apply to become coaches. Players
will be required to complete a Coaching Request
application and the same form will be used for both
Association and Golf Croquet and for new coaches,
updating to a higher level and/or reaccreditation. Club
Coaching Coordinators will be required to support the
player’s application as they are in the best position to
determine the individual Club’s needs before the
application is forwarded for processing. These
applications are available to download on the Coaches
page of the CNSW Website.
It is anticipated that with the introduction of the new Golf
Croquet Coach Training Program the services of our
Presenters will be in high demand initially. Clubs and
players need to understand that with 67 affiliated Clubs
within NSW not all applications will be able to be
serviced immediately as Presenters still have other
commitments and the training of coaches must fit around
these commitments. Players may also have to travel to
another Club in their area to attend training as it will not
be possible to attend every individual Club. My ideal
goal would be to have a minimum of one Level O coach
in every Club within 18 months.
As can be seen a lot is planned to happen within the
coaching ranks in 2013 with the roll out of the Golf
Croquet Coaching Program, Development Squads and the
reaccreditation of Association Coaches. Players should
ensure they continually check for details of coaching
events on the Website, check the Coaching quarterly
reports prepared for Council meetings or ask the
Secretary or Club Coaching Coordinators for details of
what is happening to ensure they are up to date with
current activities.

CNSW Newsletter March 2013

Barb Piggott
SDC, CNSW

Gloucester’s Court 2

Gala Day at Yarawonga

Renovations to Court 2 have been keeping Gloucester
Club busy. Early December, under the watchful eye of
Phill Sage (Taree Club), Raw Courts ripped up the court
and spread 13 tonnes of sand. A few days later the turf
arrived and some very dedicated people turfed the entire
court and finished in time for afternoon tea.

On Tuesday 5 February, Walla Walla Croquet Club was
invited to Yarrawonga/Mulwala for their Gala Day,
which ten of our members attended.

This was followed by weeks of serious watering, until it
remembered to rain again. Now Phill will perform his
magic rolling and mowing and in no time we will be
playing on it again. Well done team!

The day was well attended; with three courts playing
Golf and one court playing Association. The weather
was perfect; being a very warm summer’s day. The
courts were in great condition, with the Croquet Club
being part of the Yarrawonga/Mulwala Golf and
Bowling complex. The atmosphere was convivial with
players participating from Albury, Wodonga, Cobram,
to mention some.
Competition was strong, with many games finishing
7/6. Walla Walla players acquitted themselves well,
with Melba Muller and Belle Cahill winning all four
games. Melba, was the “Star of the day” being the
overall winner; 2nd Brenda Bruhn (Albury) and
3rd Tim Richardson (Yarrawonga/Mulwala) for the Golf
competition.
Thanks to Yarrawonga/Mulwala for a very hospital and
enjoyable day.

RawCourts starting the work

Walla Walla Group Picture
Sitting (L to R):
Ruth Kotzur, Ross Krause, Pauline Stein, Melba Muller,
Eleanor Kreutzberger, Helen Krause, Belle Cahill
Standing (L to R): Merwyn Newton, John Stein, Alan Hunter

Club members finishing the turfing

Judy Hopkins
Secretary
Just for a Laugh!
 Don’t let worry kill you off – let the church help.

Wendy Tolley
Secretary

Alan Hunter
Vice President

newsletter @croquet-nsw.org

 Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.
 The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of
every kind. They may be seen in the basement on
Friday afternoon.
(These bloopers were actually printed in Church Bulletins supplied but not made by Pam Ingham)
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Newcastle Nationa. Park Croquet Club’s Story
on John Levick’s South African Odyssey
(aka The World Golf Croquet Titles 2012)
John Levick left Sydney on the 22nd November and
arrived at Johannesburg the same day at 5pm where the
Aussie team was ensconced at the beautiful Johannesburg
Country Club. This beautiful club was started in 1906 and
consists of a cricket field which had two trees growing on
it. One was hit by lightning and was destroyed. There are
four croquet lawns, three bowling lawns, a 3/4 size
Olympic pool, tennis courts, squash and badminton courts,
a gymnasium and steam room/sauna. There is also an 18hole golf course that is unattached to the Club and one has
to travel for ten minutes to play there. The beautiful
buildings are of the Art Deco style and everything is
sumptuous.

There is one very funny incident which we must tell you
about which occurred on John’s trip. Whilst sitting in
the breakfast area at his rather upmarket
accommodation, munching on his muesli and yogurt
and contemplating the games ahead, he was unfortunate
enough to break the front tooth of his ‘plate’. Feeling
rather embarrassed about his new, very undistinguished
look he ventured to the reception area, lips firmly
covering his gaping smile and told the male African
attendant that “he had a problem”. “Sir, your problem
is our problem!” he was assured, so John promptly
opened his lips revealing the gap. The resultant grin in
the dark face was wide enough to take in a bus as the
poor fellow apologised for his mirth. However, an
attendant was duly despatched to the local shopping
area returning with a tube of Super-Glue. John retired
to his room and reaffixed the tooth which stayed in
place for the whole tournament. Back in Australia
John’s dentist found the tooth was so firmly in situ that
he had to break it off the plate!!
Egypt won the title in a hard fought battle with New
Zealand (who were in front for most of the time) whilst England was 3rd; USA 4th; Ireland 5th; South
Africa 6th; Sweden 7th; and Australia brought up the tail.
John was extremely
proud to again represent
Australia and was very
thankful for the generous
donation that our club
made and raised for him
to help defray his
expenses.

Gardens at the Country Club – photo courtesy John Levick

The gardens are beautiful and attract a plethora of birdlife.
The cricket pavilion is magnificent and is one of several
buildings with a thatched roof. The food at any one of
their three restaurants was as good as or better than that on
a cruise ship.
The Australian team practised Friday to Sunday and the
competition. started on Monday. Their first opponents
were the hot favourites, Egypt. Though they put up a
valiant effort, they ran ‘second’ against them. They were
the first of many opponents to whom the Aussies ran
second. The quality of the play was incredible to say the
least. The power, accuracy and touch of these young
players from other countries were amazing. The comp.
was played with great sportsmanship and spirit of fair
play. The Oz team were the grandfather team with an
average age of 58 while the majority of the other seven
teams would have averaged in the high 20`s or low 30`s.
John considered that the Oz team played extremely well
and he thinks he played the best golf croquet of his life,
but it just wasn’t good enough. Oz Captain, Kevin Beard,
whilst playing Simon Williams of Ireland, had eight full
length hoops (25 yards or better) scored against him in a
best-of-three-games match.
There were many wonderful shots played by the Aussies
and their opponents during the Championship. John
believes, had Lady Luck smiled a little more on them, that
they may have made the top four - the play was that close
and intense.
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John Levick in his element
(photo courtesy of NNPCC archives)

Pam Ingham
(with input and permission from John Levick)
PS: Larry Bryan has advised that Newcastle NP still
has a few spare places in the AC Competition which
is advertised in the Yearbook 29 April—3 May.
Anyone interested should make contact with the Club.

The Newsletter is sponsored by
the NSW Department of
Sport & Recreation
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Coogee thrashed by Sydney
in closely fought local Derby!!
Neighbouring Eastern Suburbs teams, Sydney and
Coogee, met in a Golf Croquet match in early December
2012. While home side Sydney won by six games to two,
the competition was closer than this would suggest with
most games ending 7-6. Coogee are looking forward to a
return match early in 2013 and to returning the warm
hospitality shown by Sydney. For Coogee the occasion
was unique in that it was the first competitive team match
in golf croquet against another club for over thirteen
years. The occasion was possibly unique in another
respect: both sides deliberately fielded teams drawn from
members with handicaps in the 6 to 10 range in order to
give match experience to less accomplished players.

Mayor’s Cup [Golf Croquet]) and Val Lloyd, winner of
the Josette Hemmert Trophy [C Grade Association
Croquet] and the Makara Novice Singles Award. The
latter award was presented by Wendy Fothergill on behalf
of CNSW and the Makara organising committee.
Life members Harry and Norma Taylor entertained the
crowd. Harry related the story of the naming of the
Makara competition, and Norma reminded us of days
gone by when she first sought funding for the club from
Randwick Council.
The Patron MP played a lengthy game before leaving.
The facilities have been a boost for old and new members
following a recent membership drive.
The celebration concluded with a delicious afternoon tea
and a sparkling toast to welcome the New (Croquet) Year.

Relaxing
together at the
end of a hard
fought series
of games.

Club Champion Rob
Elliott (President) receives
the award from Bruce
Notley-Smith MP for
Randwick

Robin Sen (Coogee CC)
Photo Ingrid Cohen (Sydney CC)

Coogee’s Grand Celebration
The Coogee Club patron Bruce Notley-Smith MP, State
Member for Coogee and Mayor Tony Bowen of
Randwick City Council, joined with Coogee Croquet Club
members and visitors including eight members from
Sydney Croquet Club on 9 February 2013. It was a grand
celebration for the Opening of the Season, the renovation
of the clubroom and grounds, and the annual presentation
of awards.
A delightful afternoon was had by all, with challenging
croquet games, speeches, prizes, afternoon tea, and a look
over the new facilities. Randwick Council has generously
supported the Club in renovating the clubrooms, providing
a new kitchen, new carpet and painting throughout. We
now have new fencing, a new storage shed and our second
green has been laser-levelled. All of this provided a much
needed rejuvenation of the Club.
The Mayor noted that Randwick City is known as “the
Sports Coast” and supports small clubs such as the
Coogee Croquet Club as well as big clubs playing rugby
and racing. He was pleased that the money spent at
Coogee had gone a long way and looks forward to
continuing to support the Club. The Patron was pleased to
revisit having formerly done so when he was Mayor of
Randwick some years ago. An award was presented to
Annette Reitano of Head East (Acquired Brain Injury
group). Other awards were presented to Rob Elliott,
President of the Club (Club Champion [Association] and
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The battle of four Coogee
players: Rob Elliott, Fay
Stove (AC Captain), Val
Lloyd, &Robin Sen (GC
Captain),

Sydney challenges Coogee

Club members Rae
Winter, Shirley Wagner,
Lucy Arancibia and
Madeleine Feeney in the
new kitchen

Robert King
Secretary
Photos: Rosemary King
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NSW Gateball Championships 2012
Our recent championships were a great success with
plenty of records being broken. Fifty-eight players took
part playing in nine teams and sixteenpairs. Continued
support from interstate with strong teams from
Queensland and Victoria added spice to the event.
CNSW President John Compton officially opened the
competition by accepting the challenge of stroking a ball
through the ceremonial gate. He commented that he had
thought that mallet sports were dominated by retirees but
the stereotype was challenged by a wide range of players
from 8 to 80+ playing in this NSW event. Four teams had
parents playing with their children, further illustrating the
cross generational appeal of the game.
The Mosman club was thanked for not only hosting the
competition but fielding a team of players who had
‘volunteered’ to play despite very limited preparation.
Mary Gibson summed it all up by saying “It was a
pleasure to host another Gateball Championship at
Mosman. The Canberra crew and John Park from Blue
Mountains were indefatigable in ensuring a superbly run
competition. Players arrived to fine weather with courts
overlooking water views to Manly. The sight of forty
players plus referees and assistants on the courts during
games was spectacular. At the end of the dinner on the
Saturday night we were treated to a perfect
rainbow.” Peter Freer caught half of it on camera

robin stage of the competition. Canberra made a brave
attempt to keep the trophy with CNSW but Kew played a
controlled game and were dominant throughout the final.
A New Teams Trophy was awarded to Wagga Wagga and
was contested by teams whose members had not played
continuously over the past three years. The Newcastle
Plovers were close behind and both teams are increasingly
challenging the more established teams.
NSW Gateball is growing and we look forward to
extending the participation of clubs by developing a series
of two or three NSW club competitions in 2013. Blue
Mountains (February) and Wagga (April) are early cabs
off the rank. The National Championships at Cairnlea
(October) and the 2013 State Championships in late
November or December should round out the year for
gateball.
John Park
State Director Gateball



Playing tip: Association Croquet
Here’s a trick I discovered that has got me out of this
tricky situation more than once:
When you make a roquet on the sideline and the other 2
balls are very close together but not touching, I have seen
players often make a mess of getting the dead ball out of
the way of the next shot.
If you line the balls up as shown (figure A, striker’s ball is
Red) and play a gentle roll in the direction of the arrow,
the Blue shown here will bump the black across a little
and leave you a clean shot onto the Black.
Practice this a few times and you will find it’s easy to get
a rush to almost any direction (as shown in picture B,
where the balls end up) I call it the bump shot.

On the following day Glen and Kristina form Canberra
found the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow by winning
the doubles competition over father and son team, Gareth
and David Hughes, from Mt Tamborine in Queensland.
The pairs had also played in the previous year’s final
when Gareth and David had been the victors. The 2012
game lived up to expectations of being a tense and skilful
game. On his last turn, Glen scored 5 points including a
long spark onto the goal pole to put the Canberra pair two
points ahead on 14. David had a final shot, which, if
successful, would have tied the scores and given the game
to the Queenslanders on count-back. He missed the goal
pole by a whisker so the trophy stayed with a CNSW pair.
The teams trophy went south to Kew in Victoria. They
had played well and had not lost any games in the round
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Figure A: start position

Figure B ready for a rush.

Larry Bryant

