CROQUET NSW Inc.
MAITLAND CROQUET CLUB
CELEBRATES AUSTRALIA DAY
WITH A GALA EVENING
Flags, balloons and banners greeted visitors from the
Hunter Region as they arrived, clad in all forms of
“Australian finery” to celebrate Australia Day with the
members of Maitland croquet club at their Gala evening
extravaganza.

Players took to the lawns to the strains of Advance
Australia Fair, thus setting the scene for a fun filled
evening. Seven rounds of doubles were played each with
a different partner, the object of the day being to run as
many hoops as possible in the time allocated.
Throughout each round prizes were awarded for the first
hoop scored after a bracket of lively music resounded
across the lawns. There were lucky number draws a
plenty to keep the troops entertained as well.
A true Aussie style BBQ was enjoyed
during the evening, as well as a huge
celebration cake (iced in Green and
Gold of course!), which was cut and
served as dessert. Needless to say the
final rounds of the evening were
played at a much slower pace as all
were replete after a magnificent repast.

SYDNEY GETS AN UPGRADE

At the end of 2013, Sydney Club made the decision to
upgrade its clubhouse while the lawns were out of action
for the annual refurbishment. Woollahra Council had
given its approval, while admitting that no funds were
available for this project.
It was a basically simple process, although it did involve a
fair amount of hard work. All free standing cupboards
and some that were built-in, as well as some very old tatty
metal lockers were removed and we invested in the ever
useful flat packs to house all the contents.
The walls
were painted in a colour that was quite unexpected to most
club members but it certainly lifts our spirits! We now
have to lay some fresh vinyl on the floor and all is done!
The most common comment made by members after their
expressions of appreciation of the fresh appearance is how
much bigger the space seems.
Special thanks go to John Hastings (Club Secretary) and
Goffredo Giacomini (Committee Member), for the many
hours and effort they put into this upgrade. We also
gained a nice office once all the old lockers were
removed. One member donated two filing cabinets and
these hold all the necessary documents that a club
accumulates.
On Friday 14 November, we had a group from the
Reserve Bank who came for a game and they were the
first group to make use of our new facilities. They had a
great time on the lawn as well! This was their second
visit.

Photos:
Top left: Main room, behind which are the Office and Locker Rooms
Top right: Looking down the main room to the kitchen, two of the
RBA group reading a Newsletter
Bottom left: Jack Cohn plays with some of the RBA group
Bottom right: Helen Economus plays with another group

THANK YOU EVERYONE for a truly GREAT
AUSTRALIA DAY.

If anyone is ever in the vicinity of the club we would be
more than happy to greet you and enjoy a game of croquet
with you.

Peter Smith
(photos courtesy of B. Carter, Nelson Bay)

Page 16

Official Publication of Croquet NSW Inc - ISSN 1035-5766

Although Croquet was played in Cowra before the turn of
the century, records show the first official club was not
formed until 1923. The local newspapers referred to
picnics being held at Mulyan Plains with cricket, croquet
and other pastimes being played in the 1880s. Many
hundreds of Cowra women have passed through the ranks
of the Cowra Croquet Club since its formation in 1923.
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Club, which they kindly did. The Croquet Club continued
to hold meetings at the Guide Hall or on the green at
Brougham Park until September 1952. The Club House
was completed in August 1952. Cupboards were erected,
tables, new hoops and one form were purchased.

The Club was formed by two Cowra ladies, Miss
Elizabeth Bill and Mrs. Alford with Miss Bill becoming
the club’s first Secretary. She was to hold this post until
1947 when she declined nomination because of failing
health. (The Guardian, Monday, June 9, 1980).
Cowra Bowling
and Croquet
Greens in the
1920s

The first croquet games were played on the lawns of the
Cowra Bowling Green and this was the venue until 1945.
The club paid a rental of one pound a week for the use of
one green on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons. The
club only had about six players in the beginning and so
the finance was minimal. The ladies supplied afternoon
tea for the bowlers for 3d to raise some funds.

Gold, Silver and Bronze medals were
presented to the first three place
getters.
Robyn Wallace
GOLD,
John Purnell
SILVER
Wal Mills
BRONZE

Congratulations!!

Newsletter

Ladies playing croquet in the 1940s on what is now the Cowra Caravan
Park. Donnelly’s Mill, now known as “The Mill” is in the background .

The members worked very hard to pay to have the lawns
mowed and make additions to the Club House. Today the
Council maintains the lawns for the club and takes a great
load off the members in raising funds.
From the perseverance of the early members we are now
able to play Croquet three days a week, Monday,
Wednesday and Saturday and have a membership of
approximately 26. We have two Friendship Days a year
and sometimes join with other clubs on their day.

In 1945, the club transferred their games to River Park
where the Caravan Park is now. It was here they had to
battle hard to survive with little finance; they only had an
old piano case to store their equipment. This wasn’t very
suitable as vandals would often damage the contents. At
one stage there was a flood on the Lachlan river and the
piano case got washed away.
Members continued to raise funds through raffles, street
stalls, jumble sales, card parties, donations and
competitions etc. and gradually the Bank Balance rose.
On 16th August 1947 the Cowra Croquet Club held a
meeting at Miss Bill’s residence to make arrangements for
new greens on Cowra Memorial Park (now Brougham
Park). In 1951 Council was approached to erect a light
and a tap for drinking water in Brougham Park for the

Current Club Members who played on 5 February 2014.
L to R:
Marlene Peterson, Wilma Battye, Jan Trengove, Pam Boler, Heather
Edwards, Jenny Hayes, Pat Rowe, Anna Kusetic, Zelma Beecher,
Marija Butarac, Alison Muggridge, Chris Palazzi.
Group photo courtesy Chris Palazzi

Wendy Fothergill

Croquet NSW Inc is located at Mackey Park, Marrickville, Sydney

Jenny Hayes
Club Historian

Postal address: PO Box 5096 Marrickville NSW 1475 • Phone: (02) 9559 6073 • Email: office@croquet-nsw.org

Process=
Add handicaps, Tom and Claire =14. Jean and Stewart =9

From the President:

From the Editor:

Welcome back to croquet in 2014. Some events have
already been played and won including the Gala day.
Feedback from the Gala Day is welcomed. Entry was
made free this year to encourage greater participation. We
hope to continue the Gala Day as a free event.
The President’s Eights were played in Melbourne at VCA
Headquarters from 7-9 February. This is the most
prestigious ACA event - it is by invitation only and caters
for the very best GC players in Australia. This year the
field was the strongest ever. From NSW Peter Landrebe,
John Levick, Rosemary Landrebe, Peter Freer, Joe
Dimech, Ron Johnstone, Barb Piggott, and Ros Johnstone
were invited to play. Peter played impressively in the
First 8 and missed out on being runner-up on net games.
Peter Freer was third in Second 8 while Joe Dimech was
runner-up in the Third 8. Barb was third on count back in
the Women’s 8. All NSW players competed strongly
under diabolical conditions of extreme heat and strong
winds.
The big news in AC was the Macrobertson Shield
Competition played in NZ over January. This is the
World Teams Championship in AC with only the top four
AC Croquet Nations competing. Australia competed
strongly pushing both NZ and England before soundly
defeating the USA.
The news in GC was the release of the revised Rules for
Golf Croquet. These were adopted by Australia and
became law as of January 1, 2014. The rules can be
downloaded from the ACA website or booklets can be
purchased through CNSW. Orders may be made through
your club or directly from CNSW. The revised ACA
Handicap Card can also be downloaded from the website.
The big change is the inclusion of Doubles results in
calculating index changes. Index Cards will be available
through CNSW as soon as possible.

Once again it has been a struggle to produce a Newsletter.
I had thought that Christmas, Australia Day, opening of a
new season would have led to a flood of articles. Instead,
there has been just a trickle in response to an email I sent
appealing for copy. Still not enough to fill the usual
number of pages, so this is a reduced version.
It is
always a difficult decision each issue to decide what to put
on the front page. I chose the Cowra history for this issue,
as the article had arrived early and seemed a good thing to
celebrate their 90 years.
Thank you to Bathurst, Blue Mountains, Branxton,
Eastwood, Maitland, Nowra, Sawtell, Strathfield, Sydney,
Toronto, Walla Walla and Wollongong for their
contributions. There are also some good reports on the
growth of Gateball in the state, as well as the result of the
School GC Competition at the end of 2013.
There is an excellent report on 24 Hours of Croquet held
in Canberra recently to raise funds for the Cerebral Palsy
Alliance ACT.
Congratulations to all those who
participated in this venture.
With changes to the Rules of Golf Croquet now operative,
there are two articles which are recommended to all GC
players. One is written by Peter Smith regarding new
Handicap cards and the processes involved in calculating
changes to handicaps and marking the cards for both
singes and doubles play. Bev Smith has written about the
new GC rules, with some good advice on what to do with
wrong ball play following these changed rules.
Until the next issue, which I hope will be its full size,
enjoy hooping!
Wendy Fothergill
Closing date for June Issue: Wednesday 4 June

During February and March the State Directors of
Coaching and Refereeing will be conducting workshops in
various clubs throughout the state. This is a service that
CNSW encourages clubs and individual members to avail
themselves of.
Please contact either Barb Piggott
(Coaching AC, GC), Jan Sage (Refereeing AC) or Bev
Smith (Refereeing GC) for workshop requests.
Alternatively contact Secretary CNSW and your requests
will be passed on.
VISIT THE CNSW

WEB SITE @
John Compton
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Difference = 5
Game 1 won by lower combined handicap
Refer to table….=4 points for each of winning side (Jean & Stewart) and -4 for each of the losing side (Tom and Claire).
Game 2 won by higher combined handicap
Refer to table = 6 points for each of winning side (Tom & Claire) and – 6 for each of the losing side (Jean & Stewart.
The process is very similar to that which we are used to using. The card is well designed and uses succinct language. You will have no
trouble completing your details.
Don’t forget to get your club handicapper to check and sign your details as you transfer them onto the new card.
.(Please check your ACA ID from the website or the yearbook as some of them have changed.)
If you intend printing the cards please do not use paper for obvious reasons. I have used a light board in pink so that the new card can
be easily identified. Please don’t use green or blue as they used for other recording in CNSW. Brenda Evans from Jamberoo has
developed a wonderful version of the card which provides space for six handicap changes on the front and has larger line-spacing for
easier recording and reading. When printing the card make sure you optimise the PDF printer driver to use your printers maximum size
etc.
The new rules have a great section on handicapping. I recommend that you read it carefully.
.

Peter Smith
NOWRA NEWS
The Judith Fowler Trophy is a silver salver presented to
Nowra croquet club in 1995 by the president of the club at
that time, Judith Fowler, to be played for by the
Jamberoo, Nowra and Southern Highlands clubs. It was
won by Nowra for the first four years. Southern
Highlands won it in 1999 and 2000 and Jamberoo 2001,
2002, 2003. It was not played for again until 2012 after
being found when The Jamberoo club moved into their
new club house. 2012 and 2013 Nowra proved to be the
strongest club, winning the trophy both years.
On Tuesday 26 November 2013 a team of four players
from Nowra travelled to Jamberoo to do battle for the
Judith Fowler trophy. We were welcomed by the home
club players with a delicious morning tea before
beginning the games.
Margaret Sawers (Nowra) beat Graham Arthur
(Jamberoo) 26-8. Rudy Katona (Nowra) playing in his
first singles competition game beat Diana Chafer
(Jamberoo) 16-6. Stewart Johnston (Jamberoo) beat
Graham Cullen (Nowra) 17-11 and David Probert
(Jamberoo) beat John Deeves (Nowra) 23-22
With the scores even at two games each at the lunch break
the result depended on the doubles teams to decide the
winners. John and Rudy beat Margaret Atkinson and Jan
Griffiths (Jamberoo) 17-9 and Margaret and Graham beat
Marilyn Benson and Pat Moroney (Jamberoo) 26-10,
giving Nowra four games to Jamberoo’s two.

From L-R
Back: Graham Cullen, Rudy Katona, Jan Griffith, Margaret Atkinson
Front: Margaret Sawers Pat Moroney, John Deeves, Graham Arthur

On Friday 14 February, 2014 the Nowra club and
members hosted a training day at their lawns at
Bomaderry with visitors from Narooma, Canberra,
Wollongong and Port Hacking Clubs. The State Director
of Coaching Barb Piggott from the Urunga Club assisted
by Peter Freer, Level One National Coach from Canberra,
conducted the "Improve your game Skills" training.
During the morning session the training was directed to
Golf Croquet and the afternoon session, to Association
Croquet.
Some 25
croquet players enjoyed
the days training.

The friendly rivalry of these inter club games is what makes
croquet such an enjoyable sport
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\
Margaret Sawers
Bob Williamson
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2014 HANDICAPPING CHANGES IN NSW.
As you are most probably aware, new Golf Croquet rules came into force in Australia on 1 January2014. Incorporated in these rules
were changes to our handicapping system. The major change is something which CNSW has been supportive of for some time, so it is
good to see that doubles play now affects player’s handicaps. More on this in detail later.
Another long anticipated move has been to “promote” “NEW” players as they gain skills and strategies. This aspect is covered simply
by the clause:
“A player’s index normally changes after every COMPETITION game played, whether doubles or singles. However players whose
handicap is 10, 11 or 12 do not lose index points, although their successful opponents do gain index points…”
This will have the effect of moving players from those handicaps to ones which better reflect their ability (they have developed skills
and strategies which have allowed them to win and so improve their index).
So… put very simply
….If you are a player on a handicap of 12 or 11 or 10 , you will put a 0 in the “Index Change” column on your handicap card if you
lose a game. If you win you will put the correct index change in the column and add it to the previous index as you always have done..
….If you are a player who is on a “9” handicap, you will only be able to reduce your index to a minimum of 101.
Once you lose any more index points you will have a handicap of 10. Your new index will be calculated by subtracting the index
change from your index before that game. You could possibly reach an index of 88 under these conditions, although a person on 10/99
will stay on that number if he/she loses games. You cannot get lower than that.

TORONTO CROQUET CLUB
Golf Croquet Gala

NEWS FROM BRANXTON CROQUET CLUB

Congratulations are due to all Toronto Committee
members for the running of a successful Golf Gala on
Friday 7 February. A large number of Club members
assisted with the preparation and running of the day, and
their efforts are appreciated. Both referees and timers
were from Toronto and competing clubs, and their
contribution to the success of the day was valued.

Branxton Croquet Club celebrated Christmas with a
lunch at Drayton’s Family Wines with most members in
attendance. At our lunch, presentations were made to
our 2013 Club Champions.

The weather was fine and mild, and the lawns were in
excellent condition. There was a cheerful atmosphere
among all the competitors and smiles all round. Visitors
from Branxton, Cheltenham, EDSACC, Killara,
Macquarie City, Maitland and Myall Park joined with
Toronto Club members in the eight Division Gala.

At the other end of the scale, players on a “0” handicap will be capped at an index of 1000, so it looks like all your hard work
accumulating masses of index points has been a futile effort and you only have a buffer of 200 index points to handicap 1. I am sure
you will not be happy adjusting your cards to reflect this new rule.
Doubles Play now affects handicaps.
At long last all those people who only play doubles so that their handicap won’t change are in for a shock.
The shock won’t be very severe however as the points lost or won are about half those incurred in the singles game.
Two aspects of the application of allocating index points to the doubles game arise.
1)

Allocation of extra turns. This has always existed in h/c doubles games but now the process of calculating is different. The
highest number handicap for either team is compared with the lowest number handicap for the other team. Subtract the lowest
h/c from the highest. The result is halved (and if necessary rounded up) and awarded to the highest handicap player as extra
turns.

The remaining two players do likewise. Remember that the extra turn is attached to a player- not the team
eg.

Team A = Tom (H/C=8) and Claire (H/C=6)

Calculation=

2)

Team B= Jean (H/C=4) and Stewart (H/C=5)

Tom (8)-Jean (4) = 4. Halve it = 2 extra turns for Tom.
Claire (6)-Stewart (5)= 1. Divide by 2=0.5 . Round up = 1 extra turn to Claire.

2013 Handicap Doubles went to Clare Clark and
Peter Ernst with Ralph Hall and Phil Dale runners-up.
2013 Handicap Singles winner was Rod Dillon and
runner-up Jacky McDonald.
Some of these players have not been playing croquet
long and it is a pleasure to see them playing so well.
Our club has been notified of success with our
application to the Community Building Partnership
Grant. We are planning to erect an extension to our
club in which we can store mowers and other lawn
equipment. This will free up space in the main part of
the club.
Work has been completed on our Number 1 lawn. We
had it leveled and top dressed before Christmas and it is
almost ready for us to play on again.

The Division winners were:
A Division: Shirley and Kevin Page
(Toronto)

Our members are looking forward to a busy 2014. We
will be holding two Gala Days the first on 23 May then
another on 17 October. Our Doubles Tournament this
year will be held 2-3 August. Hoping to see many of
our croquet friends at these events.

B Division: Margaret & Bill Newberry
(Toronto)

Helen Enright
Secretary

C Division: Gillian Aldridge & Jim
Houston (EDSACC)

Marking your card.

The card is very simple and helpful. The front section explains everything you need to know in simple terms.
The only part which might be a teeny bit confusing deals with doubles level play games. The process here is very similar to the one for
singles but since there are two players per side you simply add their handicaps together and compare them.
Using the teams already mentioned above this is the process they would go through.
Jean and Stewart won the first of a two game match 7/6 in a close game but lost the second 4/7 to Tom and Claire.
The following table is included on the card

Difference in Combined Handicaps

Higher Combined Handicap Won

Lower Combine Handicap won

0 to 3

5

5

4 to 7

6

4

8 to 11

7

3

12 to 15

8

2

16 to 24

9

1

G Division: Helen McKay & Sue Dodds
(Myall Park)
H Division: Cheryl
Patterson & Jon Nix (EDSACC)

…..Continued on next page
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E Division: Sandra Johnston & Jan
Ingham (Macquarie City)
F Division: Gail Cannon
& John Aldridge (EDSACC)

Table E: Index Changes for Level Doubles Play
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D Division: Margaret Richardson &
Diana Knox (Toronto)

This photo of Branxton members, Lorraine Dillon, Maureen Dick
and Helen Enright, was taken when the trio joined Toronto for their
Gala Day.

Kevin Parkes
President.
CNSW Newsletter March 2014
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BATHURST CITY CROQUET CLUB
ASSOCIATION CARNIVAL
Bathurst held its annual Association
Croquet Carnival over five days, Monday 4—Friday 8
November. We had 24 entries from 12 clubs (Cammeray,
Killara, Manly, Narooma, Milton/Ulladulla, Mosman,
Newcastle National Park, Nowra, Orange, Toronto,
Wollongong and Bathurst). Unfortunately a few players
had to withdraw at the last minute due to illness and we
hope that they are well on their way to a full recovery.
However players from the home Club were able to step in
and play in their place.
Acclaim and thanks must go to Annette McManus from
the home Club, as the Tournament Manager, and to John
Cook, the Referee/Handicapper. Together they spent
many hours planning the draw, with competition
organised into blocks, all playing advanced handicap.
Because of the number of players, all games were double
banked and a new format was trialled this year - Doubles
blocks started at 8am every morning, before players
moved on to Singles for the rest of the day. This proved to
be very successful, giving players a chance to meet each
other and ‘warm up’ before their later games. Thanks also
to all those who refereed and to Rik Mills for his
computer skills.
RESULTS : DOUBLES
BLOCK A
John Gilhooly (Milton/Ulladulla) and
Margaret Craig (Killara) (pictured)
BLOCK B
Michael Strickland (Mosman) and
Diane Scott (Wollongong)
BLOCK C
Margaret Sawers (Nowra) and Rik
Mills (Orange)

afternoon. Special thanks goes to those who worked to
make our Grounds ready for play each day. Everyone had
an enjoyable time, renewing friendships and often sitting
for lunch provided by the volunteers in the kitchen (our
thanks to them). On Monday night about half the group
gathered at Marigold Gardens for a Chinese meal.
Tuesday had the added highlight of a Melbourne Cup
sweep. That night saw a group staying back at the
Clubhouse for an informal get-together over chicken and
pizza. On the Wednesday night twenty nine people
enjoyed our ‘official’ dinner at Pantano’s Restaurant.
Thursday was left to the players to discover something
local for themselves (…some of the girls lived it up at
Jack Duggan’s Irish Pub). And to round off the week the
Bathurst Club put on a Sausage Sizzle (thanks Denny)
plus salad (thanks Margaret) …. just as the rains came
down! Thank you to others who also helped on this
evening.
Over the 5 days we held daily raffles which were very
well supported – thank you to all who bought tickets . A
major raffle was drawn on the final afternoon. This was
won by Annette du Preez (pictured below). We’d like to
thank all our sponsors for their kind donations: Pro Wash,
Travel World, Matt’s Car Wash, Pantano’s, Tyres and
More, Churches Garden Centre and Hoselink. Also many
thanks to the members of our Club who donated cash and/
or prizes.

Local visitors, Julie and
Andy from White Rock,
jump up to claim their
raffle prize.

Many thanks to all those who contributed in any way
towards the success of the Carnival – from the preplanning, printing, purchasing of supplies, provision of
goodies each day, daily helping with the lawns and in the
kitchen, organising dinners, helping at the BBQ …and any
others I have missed. Without the support of all these the
Carnival would not have been the success that it was.
Already we have received numerous compliments and
thanks for a most hospitable and enjoyable Carnival.

BLOCK B
Winner :
Annette du Preez
Runner-up : Margaret Sawers
Helen James
Helen Owen

BLOCK D
Winner:
Runner-up:

Jeanette Testoni
Rik Mills

An ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD was presented to
Yvonne Zavasky (Manly).

We look forward to another Association Carnival at the
same time next year (2014), and already some bookings
have been made for this. Hopefully we will see YOU
there too!!!

The HIGHEST BREAK AWARD was presented to
Graham Cullen (Nowra)
We were fortunate to have perfect spring weather for most
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FULL PENALTY.
Opponent may choose to leave all balls moved
where they came to rest or have them replaced to
their original positions.
Opponent then continues the game by playing either
ball of its side, commencing a new sequence.
No Hoop point is scored by either side.
Wishing you all good croquet and great refereeing.

The GOLF CROQUET RULES NOVEMBER 2013
EDITION are on the ACA web site and are to be
implemented as of January 2014. This presents a
problem in that all referees will need to read and
understand the changes prior to refereeing at events.
I have already organized to visit various Regions and
Clubs in the State to conduct workshops pertaining to
the interpretation and implementation of the New Rules
as well as a general update of practical applications
specific to refereeing, eg .hampered strokes, striking
faults, ball marking etc. If you would like me to visit
your club or region please contact me to organize a
suitable time, I am only too happy to visit, I just need to
know where and when.
The Following guide (provided by the NDR GC) will
help when play is stopped and a WRONG BALL PLAY
is claimed.

Bev Smith.
SDR GC

WALLA WALLA CROQUET CLUB NEWS
Congratulations to Belle Cahill on gaining her State
awarded Coach’s Badge.
On December 16, 2013 our players and friends enjoyed a
Christmas Fun Day of Croquet followed by an
entertaining Luncheon.
At present our Club is holding its Annual Round-Robin
Championship Competition. Thanks to Club Captain
Belle for organising the draw, although some of these
matches have been deferred because of the heat.

IN SINGLES
If the striker played the striker’s ball,
OK continue play.

John Gilhooly
Jim Elston

BLOCK C
Winner:
Runner-up:

I hope you all have enjoyed the Summer break from
Tournaments and Competitions. One quick look at the
Calendar for 2014 promises that this will be a very busy
year. Club Tournaments have already commenced and
CNSW Championships begin in March. Your help with
refereeing at Tempe would be greatly appreciated by me
as well as the players, I would love to hear from you.

1. Determine if the correct side played the last
stroke.
2. If the wrong side played any ball, a wrong ball
has been played and full penalty applies.
3. If the correct side played the last stroke then…

Annette du Preez collects her Raffle Prize

RESULTS : SINGLES
BLOCK A
Winner:
Runner-up:

REFEREEING MATTERS
GOLF CROQUET
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Annette McManus
Pam Andersen
(Pam also took the photos)

Some attendees
at the Fun day

If the striker played partner ball, replace all balls
moved and striker plays striker’s ball.
If striker played opponent’s ball, wrong ball play,
full penalty applies.
If opponent played ANY ball, wrong ball play, full
penalty applies
IN DOUBLES
If striker played striker’s ball, OK, continue play

Our lunch tables
were well decorated

If striker played ANY other ball, wrong ball play,
full penalty applies.
If striker’s partner played his OWN ball, replace
all balls moved. The striker then plays the striker’s
ball. Game continues.
If striker’s partner played ANY ball other than his
own, wrong ball play, full penalty applies
If opponent played ANY ball, wrong ball play, full
penalty applies.
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Wendy Tolley
Secretary
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EASTWOOD CROQUET CLUB
Coaching by the State Coach
We were delighted to welcome Barb Piggott to our Club
for a session of coaching for both Association and Golf
Croquet. Golf Croquet sessions were held in the morning
and Association in the afternoon and both were well
attended by our own members and visitors from other
clubs. Barb was most instructive and clear in her lessons
and we all have benefited immensely from the day. We
hope she will be able to come again as it was very
worthwhile.

Australia Day

YEAR END AT SAWTELL

The Club had its traditional Australia Day BBQ and of
course, roast lamb and sausages, salad and pavlova with
passionfruit were on the menu. As the weather was so
hot, we played Golf Croquet late in the afternoon and
prizes of Anzac biscuits were awarded to winners. Anzac
biscuits were also awarded to winners of the thong
throwing competition and the rolling pin throwing, both
won by Greg Deakin, who was visiting for the event!

2013 ended with plenty of social activity at Sawtell
Croquet. The annual Christmas party and presentation for
the club was held at the Sawtell RSL in the last week of
November, and was attended by 59 members.
The first week of December saw an end of year activity
for about 20 students from the Bonville Christian
Community School. Students had a quick introduction to
croquet from Members who had volunteered their time to
act as ‘coaches’, and the students picked up the idea of
Golf Croquet very quickly and all enjoyed the afternoon.

Sport Talks—Info and networking for NSW
State Sporting Organisations
The information below was part of a flyer received from
the New South Wales Office of Communities Sport &
Recreation regarding an upcoming Sport Talk.
Some club members may be interested in attending.

Working with Children Check
Preparing for the 2015 sport sector phase in
Date Wednesday 12 March 2014
Time 9.30am – 12.30pm
Venue Ken Brown Rooms, 6A Figtree Drive, Sydney
Olympic Park

Students from Community Christian School, Bonville

Australia Day Celebrations
Barb Piggott addresses her class!

Christmas Celebration
As it was the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the birth of
the next heir to the throne, Prince George, it was decided
that our theme for our Christmas Celebration would be
Royalty. (Republicans were permitted to attend!) Our
President, Pat Gilchrist appeared as the Queen herself,
complete with crown, gloves, handbag and corgi. One of
our members, Sandra Townley, became King Henry VIII
and acted as Santa, presenting all the members with a rose
(symbol of England). Our choir, conducted by Ruth
Bridgwood, entertained us with traditional English
melodies. We ended our day with the Ascot races, and
members wore their best black and white hats, as in My
Fair Lady. A great day was had by all.

Our Constitution
As our constitution dated from the beginning of the Club
in 1935, the Department of Fair Trading suggested that
we update to a more modern model. A sub-Committee
was formed to progress this procedure and we have
almost completed our new Constitution. It has been a
long process but one which will bring us up to date with
the modern thinking and procedures and a more stream
lined approach to administration of our Club.
Shirley McLachlan
Secretary

Coffs Harbour R & R Disability group booked in for two
afternoons this year following last year’s very successful
visit and another in June of this year. Due to an increase in
the numbers that wanted to attend, we felt that two groups
rather than one large group would be better for those
attending to get the full benefit from their visit. With
varying degrees of disability, these groups attend a
different activity each week. They all enjoyed their visit
and some becoming quite competitive.
The last social activity was a visit from the Mid North
Coast Brain Rehabilitation Unit. This was their final
activity for the year. As well as playing croquet, the club
was requested to also provide a Christmas luncheon. A
great variety of sandwiches with festive style fillings, and
homemade sausage rolls and party pies followed by a
special White Christmas, all made by our members, and
lots of soft drink was very warmly welcomed.

5 & Under Doubles
This event was played at Tempe on 15-16 February. The
ten state team members including the reserves teamed up
as mixed doubles as required in the Eire Cup this year
and were joined by one additional pair.
The pairs were: Rosie & Peter Landrebe, Alison Sharpe
& Trevor Bassett, Alix Verge & Stephen Richards, Pam
Gentle & Jim Nicholls, Jean Pack & Alan Honey, Nick
Macoun & John Bartrop
It was won by Rosie & Peter Landrebe in a countback
from Alix Verge and Stephen Richards.

Pat Gilchrist (The Queen) presenting Sandra Townley with an award
for the best Ascot Hat

John Eddes

Sawtell
member
Doreen
Coombes
watches play.

A new Working With Children Check (WWCC) is now
operating in NSW. The phase in for the sport sector
commences in 2015, so now is the time for State Sporting
Organisations (SSOs) to plan.
This session will give you the chance to ask questions,
discuss issues and share with other SSOs.
WHAT WILL BE COVERED:
• Presentation by Morgan Lander, Office of the Children’s
Guardian (OCG)
– Recap and WWCC update
– Legislative compliance
– Communicating WWCC requirements
• A plan of attack for SSOs – start your planning
• Q&A
TELL US YOUR ISSUES AND SHARE
EXPERIENCES
Once you have registered for this Talk, we’ll email you
and ask for:
• specific questions regarding the WWCC
• topics or issues you’d like covered in the Talk
• details of any planning or progress you have made
towards the phase in, which can be shared with the group.
All information will be compiled and provided to the
OCG prior to the session.
WHO CAN ATTEND?
This is a free event for NSW State Sporting Organisation
staff. National Sporting Organisation staff are also
welcome to attend.

Playing from
a wheelchair

Sawtell CC again lived up to its name as the friendly club
with outstanding facilities to accommodate wheelchairs
and other equipment that assists those less fortunate, and
all made possible by our volunteer members. All these
groups contacted us, and we look forward to having them
visit again.

TO REGISTER
Email: pam.ireland@communities.nsw.gov.au or
phone (02) 9006 3777

Jenny Arnold
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STRATHFIELD CLUB NEWS

GATEBALL at CANBERRA CROQUET CLUB

As I prepare our first Club News for the Year 2014, I
reflect back on our participation last year in Inter-Club
and Intra-Club Competitions. Generally, the playing
standard of our members has improved. Added to that,
more of our players are now playing in Competitions.
This Player Improvement was reflected in the 2013
Competition Results, for example, in the Enid Brown (we
won the Trophy last year). This boosted our confidence,
and now, it is our turn to put on the Event and BBQ lunch,
thus giving Eastwood a well deserved break!
We had SCC Members playing in the Pennants (Bronze
and Silver Singles) and ‘Runner-up’ positions were gained
in each Classification. We also had good results in the
Makara Singles Novice Division, with Susan Howland
taking out second place, and Ann Shaddick, in third place.
Charles Britton won the Bronze Singles Division, and
Brian Doughan was the Runner-up. Heather Smallbone
(Coach) and Ann Shaddick (Captain) carried major
responsibility for successful outcomes, both
organisationally and with results. Glenda Chaplyn also
played an important role as Club Representative for the
Makara Competition. Glenda also plays competitively in
both Inter-Club AC and GC Competitions.

Brad Ayres with daughter
Madeline and wife Cheryl

Canberra held its first ever Canberra Gateball League on
Tuesday nights over five weeks in October and November
2013.
The league attracted several first timers to the club as well
as club members giving gateball a go for the first time.
Matches accommodated teams of various sizes (3-5
players) playing alternating balls. Teams were formed
combining players new to malletsports with Canberra
Croquet Club members who had played gateball before.

Below are some photos taken at Brian Doughan’s 60th
Birthday Party In January. The theme was Hawaiian
(just in case you are wondering!)

Matches throughout the competition were close with all
teams achieving multiple wins and losses. The winners
were Nick Chapman’s ‘N3T3’ team who defeated Gilon’s
Girls in the final. The gateball league was successful in
introducing new people to our club and it is planned to
hold the competition again in 2014.

...24 Hour Croquet contd from p. 9

Of course, the CPA was the real winner on the day.
Between the AC Charity Shield and the GC Charity Cup,
the weekend raised over $12,000 for the CPA. A special
thank you to the Sydney Swingers who took the title of
the best fundraisers. Between them, the swingers raised
over $7,000 – a truly remarkable effort.
The weekend also provided a remarkable opportunity to
promote the sport of croquet. Jim Nicholls worked his
magic in Wagga and had three articles about the event in
the lead up, including a front page of the weekend paper.
We had a full page spread in the Canberra Times, 3
separate radio interviews, and a one page spread in a local
magazine, the Canberra Weekly. The Club also hosted
about 30 people at a ‘come and try’ on the afternoon of
the 8th. Most of these people attended after reading about
the event.
A special mention must be made of the Hyatt Canberra,
the CCC’s closest neighbour. The Hyatt were tremendous
supporters of the event. They provided a champagne bar
for the ‘come and try’ and on the Sunday they put on a
wonderful breakfast for the CPA and families of the
players. We were treated to bacon and egg rolls,
blueberry pancakes, cupcakes for the kids, complete with
chequered table clothes and all the trimmings.

Whilst still thinking about our Club’s re-emergence into
competitions, we are delighted to be holding our own
Club Tournament, again sponsored by the Homebush
Branch of the Bendigo Bank. This time it is an
‘Anniversary’ Tournament as our Club, celebrates its
110th Anniversary in May.

Rodney Teakle

In January, we were in party mode. The Strathfield
Rotarians came in even larger numbers (34) this year for
their first ‘Meeting’ of the Year. It was a fun night, a
Rotary BBQ never fails. All ages of people, across the
life span were represented, as several Rotarians brought
their grandchildren. So watch out for us on Gala Day at
Tempe, because we have been practising! Also, in
January, one of our members celebrated his 60 th Birthday
Party at our Club…Shhhhh! It’s a secret, but the party
was celebrated in style, with his friends and family and
deemed a success. Hopefully next Issue, I will have some
pictures to show you.

GBall – the introductory game for all mallet sports

All the players and supporters agreed that we must run the
event again next year given its success this year. Planning
has already begun to expand the current teams from three
to six and the Hyatt have already indicated that they are
enthusiastic about supporting the event again.
It is remarkably humbling knowing that we can make such
a difference to people less fortunate in our own
communities by simply doing something we love.

On a visit to Queensland last year we were introduced to
the idea of GBall. Quite simply it is a game of golf
croquet using four sequential gateballs with six gateball
gates set out as for croquet.

Nick Chapman
President, Canberra Club

At the Southport club where they have plenty of
experience in working with schools, they use this game to
introduce young people to mallet sports in the same
manner that T ball can be used to induct people in to
baseball and softball. The advantage, of course, is that
sticks/mallets can be lighter and shorter while the gates/
hoops are much easier to squeeze through.

Finally, we invite players to join us in social games of
Ricochet (Monday/Thursday afternoon) and/or Golf
Croquet (Wednesday am/Friday pm). These games and
group sessions are relatively new in our Club. Perhaps
phone me to organise a
visit.

Southport even managed to have a session included on
children’s TV. This segment can be seen through a link
under News/Gateball in the Media on the gateball.com.au
website (http://gateball.com.au/?cat=18)
Apparently, sponsorship for GBall mallet sport has been
forthcoming as it’s seen as a “new” introductory game.

Lyn Rimes, Kate Lechleitner
(a friend from Adelaide) &
Rod Rimes (Vice-President,
SCC).
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NSW Gateball Championship
The 2013 New South Wales Gateball
Championship was held at Canberra Croquet
Club from 22-24 November. This year’s
tournament broke a number of records
including most days of competition (3 days
rather than the previous two day format), most teams (11),
most pairs (22), most competitors (66) and most matches
(113).
The event attracted teams from Queensland (1), New
South Wales (4), Canberra (2) and Victoria (1). We were
also very pleased to welcome two teams from the Iwate
province in Japan. Jun Nogami also attended the
competition as a representative of the World Gateball
Union.
Four gateball courts were set up for the competition which
were fully utilised with continuous matches over the three
days. The competition was played in fine weather with
temperatures in the mid-to-low 20’s. Will Antill (Wagga)
was Tournament Referee.
Friday, 22 November saw a very busy schedule with 50
matches in the block phase of the pairs event. The top two
pairs from each block advanced to the knockout phase
with the final make-up of the quarter-finals including four
pairs from Japan and four pairs from Australia.
Saturday morning saw the knockout rounds of the pairs
event culminating in the final which was played between
an Australian pair, Alec and Maxine from Kew (Victoria)
against Msashi Tanifuji and Masamichi Endo from Japan.
The Japanese pair had a strong match, building an early
lead and controlling the match on their way to a 16-10
victory.
The opening ceremony followed the completion of the
final with John Compton (President Croquet NSW)
presenting the medals to the runners-up and winners. Nick
Chapman (President Canberra Croquet Club) welcomed
competitors to the club and opened the teams competition
by hitting a ball through the ceremonial gate. The
remainder of Saturday saw the completion of half the
matches in the block phase with Canberra Green going
into the evening as clubhouse leaders with 5 wins from 5
matches.
Teams socialised at an informal dinner at Eastlakes
Football Club with players reminiscing the days matches
and promises to catch up at future tournaments including,
in some instances, the World Championships in Japan.
Sunday saw the remainder of the teams group phase with
the two Japanese teams (Team Iwate A and B) claiming
first and second place after combining to win 17 of their
20 matches.

WOLLONGONG CROQUET CLUB
Around sixty spectators watched the final which was
dominated by Team Iwate B for the first 25 minutes.
However a late fight back including a gate and touch on
the final turn gave Team Iwate A chance for victory. The
final turn required ball four to pass gate two, gate three
and hit the peg on the same turn. Unfortunately the shot
on the peg missed by a matter of millimetres allowing
Team Iwate B to hold on for a 11-9 victory.
Nick Chapman awarded the prizes to the winning team
and runners-up while John Park announced Jamberoo as
the winners of the “Best New Team” award. This was
Jamberoo’s first tournament and they fought bravely in
their 10 matches with some close results.
Teams left Canberra looking forward to catching up again
at gateball competitions throughout 2014. Thanks to all
the competitors who travelled to Canberra and to all those
who assisted in organising catering and other aspects of
the event.

Valé

On a sadder note one of our members, Patrick Hobson
passed away on 19 December 2013. Patrick played in
many NSW competitions and was known by many
croquet people. He was a likeable person and did a lot to
help new members of our club.

GATEBALL GROWS IN NSW
The 2013 NSW
Gateball State Championships in
Canberra was the biggest ever held. Eleven teams
participated with two from Iwate in Japan. They carried
off both the doubles and teams events. Jamberoo won the
trophy as the best new team and their challenge is to hang
on to the glassware against other new teams in 2014. A
fuller report of the event heads this page.

Kurt Beck, President of Toronto Club, died in
October 2013. Pam Durie writes: “Kurt was for
Association Croquet players, and the entire Toronto
Croquet club, a rich source of patient, tireless
instruction, tough competition and unflagging,
cheerful companionship Kurt stepped easily into
leadership roles in our club, and was never reluctant
to do whatever needed to be done”.

Kathleen Barry, from Chatswood Croquet Club,
suffered a massive stroke while playing in a Club
competition at Chatswood on 4 November 2013 and
died in RNS Hospital two days later. Kathleen was a
gifted pianist and a much respected music teacher
and she loved gardening and orchid growing in
addition to her croquet.


Club competitions are now established and for this year
are planned for 15th/16th Feb at the Blue Mountains, at
Wagga on the 5th/6th April and Newcastle NP on 5th/ 6th
July. Again, details of NSW competitions are to be found
on gateball.com.au.

Patrick Hobson, long time member of Wollongong
Club, died on 19 December 2013.

Finding a venue large enough for our State
Championships to be held in late November/very early
December is becoming increasingly difficult. It’s great to
have this event posted early in the year so interstate and
overseas teams can plan to come. Gateball has now grown
to a size where we need at least 2 croquet lawns for the
weekend event and 3 lawns for the doubles held on the
Monday or Friday. It’s also great to hold the
championship at clubs trying to establish gateball as a
regular item in the club’s repertoire of mallet sports.

Louisa (Louie) Swan died on 2 February 2014, at the
age of 92. She had been a long-time member of both
Canberra and Queanbeyan Croquet Clubs, continuing
to play in Queanbeyan until 2010. Louie was not
only a keen player but a willing and ready worker,
ready to help with new members, refereeing and
wherever she was needed.



Merilyn Brooks
Publicity Officer.


Our sympathy is extended to the the family and
friends of each of these members.

Any club wishing to host an introductory gateball session
is invited to email nswgateball@gmail.com . A limited
amount of gateball gear is available for loan to clubs
wishing to try the game.

Competition for third place was tight with Queensland
Globetrotters, Canberra Blue, Wagga Wagga, Canberra
Green and defending champions Kew all finishing with 6
wins from 10 matches. The Queensland Globetrotters
ended up claiming third with the best net hoops.
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During the Christmas break, both our lawns were
scarified, aerated, fertilized and top dressed and rubbed in.
It was then watered daily until the fertilizer was dissolved
and washed in. The watering was done by a few members,
but the whole club benefited. Our lawns are now green,
lush and a joy to use.
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NSW SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIP 2013
The annual Schools Championship was held at Chatswood
Croquet Club on Sunday 1st December. There were only
ten competitors overall from six schools both country and
metropolitan. It was good to see Theo Richardson come all
the way from Coffs Harbour
There were three primary competitors and they played a
double round robin. All their games were played with
enthusiasm – fast and furious and full of life.
Matthew Grant (St Patrick Lochinvar) was the winner with
three wins followed by Theo Richardson (Toormina Public
School) with two.
There were seven entrants in the Secondary Division and
they played a round robin competition. It was interesting
to see the skill and tactics improve during the course of the
day. The competition was very close with only two hoops
separating the winner and runner up.
The winner was Jayden Newman (Francis Greenway High)
with Charlie Sharpe (Knox Grammar) runner up. They
both won five of their six games.

BLUE MOUNTAINS CLUB NEWS

24 HOURS of CROQUET

The Club is off to a flying start this year. Our Association
Croquet players, who meet on Saturday afternoons, are
making great strides in concentration and expediency in
play, according to mentor Fran Woolley. They have tried
playing on two half courts, which makes it easier to see
the positions of the balls and also allows for greater
participation. They are an enthusiastic group and it is
wonderful to be able to offer our members the
opportunity to play Association Croquet. They hope to
attract more players as the year progresses.

On 8 and 9 February the Canberra Croquet Club held its
inaugural Charity Weekend to support the Cerebral Palsy
Alliance ACT.
The CPA works in the Canberra
community to provide support to those families living
with cerebral palsy – both young and old. Their programs
are based on early intervention, providing therapy,
education, facilitating community participation and family
support. The organisation is currently raising funds
through its Canberra Celebrity Charity Apprentice
campaign to support the building of a dedicated facility in
the ACT to continue providing support to local families.

Golf Croquet players have the opportunity to play four
times a week, on either full or half courts, depending on
preference. Members are looking forward to travelling to
Young and Wagga Wagga to take part in competitions in
the near future.
Gateballers are busily preparing for the fourth Blue
Mountains Gateball Tournament on 15-16 February,
which will include both state and interstate players.
Members John and Penny Park, together with Maggi
Williams, recently ran a Gateball workshop at Young.
Despite the 40° heat, all involved gave the game the
thumbs up and showed great promise. Standing near the
sprinklers helped keep us cool when the going got tough!
Maggi &
John with
Young’s
Club
members

Photo courtesy Alison Sharpe (proud mother of Charlie)

Knox Grammar had a member of staff present and he was
most impressed – even enjoyed a couple of games. Maybe,
just maybe we may get croquet as a school sport in the near
future. Alison also took some of the grandparents for an
introduction.

Enjoying the Sprinklers!

They were organised into four teams:
Landrebe Lightning: Nick Chapman (Canberra),
Stephen Pearce (Canberra), Chris Lavina (Killara,
Maitland, Cammeray)

These events could not take place without a lot of help and
my sincere thanks go to John and Robin Compton, Bev
Smith, Geof McDonald, Alison Sharpe and the parent and
grandparent supporters.

Community participation
initiatives coming up in the next few months will involve
running ‘An Afternoon of Mallet Sports’ on 9 February,
as part of the Roaring 20s Festival, running weekly
Gateball sessions for a group of pupils from the Blue
Mountains Christian College and extending our
Community Access Service program to two sessions a
month, by popular request. We love them coming.

Jacky McDonald
Director of School Croquet

Penny Park
Publicity Officer
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To help Scott in his quest to become the Charity
Apprentice, Nick Chapman, a co-worker at KPMG in
Canberra and President of the CCC, suggested an idea to
hold a 24 hour croquet tournament. Nick and the Club
had been flirting with the idea of holding such an event
for a while in order to raise the profile of croquet in
Canberra. It hadn’t quite gotten off the ground though as
the CCC didn’t really have the resources to pull it all
together, including getting the necessary coverage in the
media. Scott and the CPA were able though to help with
the organisation, and so it began.
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Back row: Chris Lavina, Stephen Richards, Alison Sharpe, Jim
Nicholls, Claire Bassett, Stephen Howes, David Stanton
Front row: Stephen Pearce, Nick Chapman, Trevor Bassett, Alan
Honey.

played as a one ball. Substitutions were allowed at any
point throughout so players could sub in and out when
they were tired.
Most players were able to get a couple of blocks of sleep
in through the night thanks to the rotation system, but the
night was not without drama. Trevor Bassett found out
the hard way that if you fall asleep on the lawn at 4.00am,
you might be woken up with a sprinkler starting up right
next to you.
The overall winner
of the Charity Shield
was the Country
Bumpkins, who won
all three matches.

The result was twelve hardy croquet players turning out
on Saturday, 8 February at 10.00am to play Association
Croquet for 24 hours straight to compete for the CPA
Charity Shield.

The Secondary Student Competitors
Winner Jayden on far right with runner-up Charlie Sharpe to his left

I was really pleased to see that every one of the competitors
won at least one game during the day and that they all said
they would be back next year. The general consensus was
that a Sunday seems to work well but that will all depend
on the number of entries next year.

One of the Celebrity Apprentices this year is Scott CassDunbar. Scott’s 11 year old son Shea was formally
diagnosed with cerebral palsy at age two after being born,
along with his twin Tainn, prematurely and weighing only
680 grams. After 53 days, Scott and his wife Janette
made the heartbreaking decision to say goodbye to Tainn,
but there was not time for grief, as Shea needed them.
Shea’s cerebral palsy resulted from the severity of the
brain bleed and trauma that he suffered at birth. Despite
having 15 operations, Shea, thanks to the support provided
by organisations like the CPA, is now attending
mainstream school and participating in many community
and sporting events. Even some croquet!

Alongside the AC competition, the Club also ran the GC
Charity Cup double-life handicap knockout. The winner
of this competition was Charles Douglas.

Country Bumpkins: Jim Nicholls (Wagga), Trevor
Bassett (Kyabram), Claire Bassett (Kyabram)

Aunt Emma and the Tea Ladies: Alan Honey
(Canberra), Tim Murphy (Canberra), Stephen Richards
(Canberra

Charles’s victory
was emphatic. He
won both sides of the
draw and so there
was no need for a
final.

The three teams played a round robin with each match
lasting 8 hours. The first game of each match was
doubles, and then each game after that was singles. If a
match started with less than an hour to go, the game was

...contd on p. 11

Sydney Swingers: Alison Sharpe (Killara), David
Stanton (Cammeray), Stephen Howes (EDSACC)
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