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What an opportunity!!
Croquet on George St in
the Rocks, Sydney,
Australia Day 2015. The
weather did little to
dampen the enthusiasm of
those who had a go on the
lawn provided by the
Sydney
Harbour
Foreshore Authority.
From 3 year olds to the
boys and girls in blue, the
lawn was open to all to
have a taste of what we all
know is a great sport.
Thanks to all those who
volunteered to help out on
the day. We had members
from Manly, Killara,
Chat s woo d , Ep p ing,
Warrawee, Strathfield,
Wollongong, Sydney,
Marrickville,
and
Sutherland clubs.
We all had a great day!
Particular thanks go to
Aliso n Sharpe and
Roberta Flint who coordinated the day.
Feedback from Clubs who may receive enquiries in the
coming weeks would be valuable for us to determine
impact of the event. Croquet postcards with web link
details to the Clubs page were given out and David Archer
will be monitoring the website for any change to the
pattern of “hits”.
We all hope to be asked back next year to continue to let
the world know that
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A strolling entertainer
gets a few tips from
Gareth Denyer while a
mum helps her toddler

Alison Sharp shares one
mum’s elation as her boy
makes a hoop

The long arm of the law having a go
certainly doubled the number of
spectators

Young players enjoyed seeing their
name “in chalk” when they made a
good score completing the crooked
path
Who would have thought that
teenage boys would approach
the path with more
determination and a bit of
aggression with their mates!

Croquet Rocks!!

Croquet NSW Inc is located at Mackey Park, Marrickville, Sydney

Roberta Flint
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From the President

From the Editor

Happy New Year everyone, I am looking
forward to an exciting year of Croquet and
getting to meet a large number of you
throughout the state.
I would personally like to express my gratitude to my
fellow executive members who are so enthusiastic with
each and every endeavour we have attempted so far.
Congratulations to the fantastic team who ran “Croquet
Rocks” on Australia Day, an excellent opportunity to
introduce our game to the wider community. Thank you
so much to Roberta Flint and her team.
For those who weren’t able to attend Tempe on the Gala
Day you would have missed seeing the results of Alison
Sharpe’s and John Eddes’ efforts with both the New
Kitchen and Bathroom changes and also the changes to
our old Shed. Alison also had a few of our new banners
on display.
If you have used the Atkins Quadway hoops, and have
been having some trouble you might be glad to hear that at
the World Championships in New Zealand even the
Egyptians occasionally bounced back from the hoops,
although not too often.
The Executive and I wish our Eire Cup Team all the best
in the upcoming Event, also all our Competitors in the
Men’s and Women’s Championships of Australia and
ACA Gold Medal Events being played in March.
Keep the participation levels up and I look forward to
seeing you on the lawns.

Anther year is well under way and hopefully
members are continuing to enjoy croquet and are
preparing for the various competitions which are
scheduled for the year 2015. New South Wales
is particularly proud to be hosting the Eire Cup in March
and several clubs are being involved in this. See Roberta
Flint’s article on p3 about on-line support for our Team.
It was good to hear of various Australia Day Honours for
some clubs and celebrations of a less prominent nature by
others.
Thank you to Blue Mountains, Branxton,
Cessnock, Coutts Crossing, Chatswood, Eastwood,
Gloucester, Newcastle National Park, Port Hacking,
Strathfield, Suthyerland, Wagga Wagga and Walla Walla
Clubs for their contributions to this issue. Two letters to
the Editor, one on Handicaps in Croquet, the other to do
with Ricochet are both worthy of attention and perhaps
some replies in the next issue.
The report of the Schools Competition is interesting—
hopefully this comp will continue to grow from year to
year. The World Gateball Championships held in Japan at
the end of 2014 is worth a read. Gateball is also growing
in popularity. Perhaps Ricochet will have the same
fortune if the write of the letter on p. 19 has his wish
fulfilled.
It was good to have on the cover of this issue an initiative
to put croquet more “up front” by participating in the
Australia Day festivities at the Rocks, in Sydney. Roberta
Flint has summed the day up very well—great fun, despite
the rain! We hope there will be more such opportunities
to put Croquet before the people.

I love this game !!!
Tony McArthur

Wendy Fothergill
Deadline for next issue:
Wednesday 20 May

LIFE MEMBERSHIP OF CNSW
FOR JOHN EDDES
At the Annual Presentation of
Trophies in December, Tony
McArthur made a special
presentation.
It was to bestow on John Eddes
Life Membership of Croquet
NSW.
As many know, in recent years,
Croquet NSW and the name John Eddes have been closely
linked. He has filled the position of Treasurer for 16
years, has been on Tournament Committees, Planning
Committees for various projects, Tournament Manager for
many events at Tempe, Referee - the list goes on. In
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addition to the many roles he has filled both for Croquet
NSW and for his own club, Sutherland, John has also
expended many hours in attending to the surrounds of the
lawns at Tempe. He was also involved in the recent
refurbishment of the Office area.
In spite of all the admin work his various commitments
have entailed, John has also been a frequent entrant in
various competitions at all levels, often with great success.
Tony presented John with a portable computer—this
should enable him to work from home more easily .
Those in attendance at the Presentation wholeheartedly
endorsed the decision of the Executive to make John a
Life Member.
Congratulations, John!
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GET BEHIND THE NSW EIRE CUP TEAM!

The NSW Team

The NZ Open was an exciting event for Australian
competitors and supporters! Not only did Jim Nicholls
from Wagga Wagga in NSW take the reigning NZ
champion down to the wire in 3 games in the knock out
round but also that an Australian (Ian Demergue) emerged
as overall champion!!
What was terrific about this event (aside from these wins)
was the way supporters were able to engage with players
across the Tasman though the Croquet NSW Facebook
group.
We followed the up-to-date commentary on
Croquet Scores and were then able to cheer Jim on via the
CNSW Facebook group (see screen shots of the site).
How fantastic would it be for many more croquet
enthusiasts to register for the group and then actively use
it to get behind the State Team in the upcoming Eire Cup ,
as well as NSW players in the other National events to be
held in NSW in March.
Register to show your support now by going to the
Croquet NSW Group on Facebook and then click Join
Group in the top-right corner,

The NSW Team for the Eire Cup 2015 was photographed
after practice on lawn 4 at Mosman Croquet Club.
Back row: Jim Nicholls, Peter Landrebe, Rosemary
Landrebe, Alan Honey, Alan Walsh
Front row: Claire Bassett, Jean Pack, Alix Verge,
Alison Sharpe
Absent: Tim Murphy
Mosman Club would like to invite member clubs to come
and see the games 18-22 March at Mosman.
Good Luck to all players!
Mary Gibson

The Newsletter is
sponsored by the Department of
Sport & Recreation
Roberta Flint
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WAGGA WAGGA – EXPANSION OF FACILITIES
TO INCLUDE A THIRD LAWN.
President Robyn Willis.
30 November 2014
The idea of expanding Wagga Croquet Club’s playing
facilities was first discussed four years ago because of
increased activity due to our very successful schools
programme and an increase in membership as well as a
desire to host NSW State and regional events.
Approval was initially given by Wagga Wagga City
Council after letters of support from the Australian
Croquet Association and Croquet NSW. It has been a
long haul, and, without the assistance of many
organisations and people, we would still be talking about
it. Inside the clubhouse, you will see a mosaic of photos
taken over the past two years depicting the progress of the
lawn.

President Robyn Willis makes her speech

Special mention must be given to the following people for
their assistance in the project:
- Wagga Wagga City Council for approval to use the
additional land and for awarding us a community grant to
assist in the completion of the fencing.
- Club members for attending the working bees to pull out
shrubs, and generally clearing the way for TAFE.
- Wagga TAFE for excavating, levelling and filling in the
area – a huge help.
- South West Irrigation
- Brian Cattell for his expert advice on what to do when
the first shoots started to appear.
- Peter Lloyd who, in the capacity of project manager,
liaised with Council, contractors and members to keep
things running smoothly and on track.
- Kurrajong Waratah for their amazing EWood product,
which, as you can see, gives a perfect ball barrier finish to
the surrounds. Thank you to Ian Hayes and Ron Westman
for putting it all together.
Now, Ian Hayes and Jim Nicholls have done an enormous
amount of work in assisting with the establishment of this
whole area. Ian and Jim have taken a personal interest in
improving the surrounds, with Jim organising the
purchase, planting and watering of shrubs, and Ian getting
the western area ready for the shade shelter which,
hopefully, will be erected in the near future. They,
together, have spent many hours establishing the lawn,
with sowing, rolling and top dressing where required.
We, as a club, cannot thank them enough for their
voluntary time and effort.

CNSW President, Tony MacArthur, makes the “first hit”

As a result of this extra lawn, we are now able to expand
numbers to our Golf Croquet Carnival in March, and to
hold the NSW Selectors 8 in August. We are also hoping
to hold more representative events for all forms of croquet
in future years as well as catering for increased
membership.
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Jim Nicholls

VISIT THE CNSW

WEB SITE @
http://www.croquet-nsw.org

STRATHFIELD CROQUET CLUB
Members ended 2014 with a well attended, jolly good
BBQ Christmas party on site. At that function, Club
trophies were awarded to several recipients for their
achievement at the intra-Club competition level. Heather
Smallbone was our 2014 Silver Singles Champion, and
Charles Britton was our Bronze Singles Champion. Then,
at the CNSW Presentation dinner held at Lakemba,
several other awards came to our club and /or the
individual. Roberta Flint was given a special award ‘the
Elsie Wall Memorial Trophy’, and Heather Smallbone
was awarded the Bronze Brooch. Both were runner up in
the Silver doubles. In the Pennants Competition, the SCC
Silver Pennants team were runner-up, and the SCC
Bronze Pennants team won their division.
In 2015, club members had the very busy start to the year
they expected. First, SCC hosted the CNSW Bronze
Singles Championship (9-12 Feb.). Do read Heather
Smallbone’s separate and excellent report on that
Championship. Then the Eire Cup, ACA National
Championships comes to Sydney with our club hosting
play, amongst the best AC male Singles players. These
players will compete at SCC, on Sunday, 15 March, and
again on Monday, 16 March.
It is a wonderful
opportunity for both members and non-members alike to
watch competitive play at this level. Don’t miss it.
Whilst competitions are an important part of club life, the
Committee also ensures, all members whether engaged in
competition play, or just social play, have opportunities to
develop their play in various game forms. Whilst AC has
been the dominant game form to date, and we aim to keep
a healthy balance between our three different games, it is
thus timely to help players develop as Golf Croquet
Players.
In January, our first GC workshop was
conducted by Ros and Ron Johnstone. Eighteen people
participated. It was a satisfying experience, as my
husband Keith and I first introduced the game to our club
in 2010, after experiencing the game, and playing in
competitions at Cheltenham. In February, fourteen keen
SCC members returned for the second GC workshop. It
was a great experience, and participants received lots of
good tips, were given some handouts, and watched a minigame demonstration, by them both. Ron and Ros, thank
you so much.

their e-News. They will be back next year for sure. In
February, a group from the Ladies South Strathfield
Probus Club will play ‘Twilight Croquet’. Then, in
March, SCC will hold our popular ‘Twilight Croquet for
Seniors’ session.
In April, our Wonderland Tournament sponsored by the
Homebush Branch of the Bendigo Bank will be held
(Monday, 27 April, to Saturday, 2 May). Go to our
website for further information on these competitions.
We recently had Poonam Lata (the new Manager of this
bank, and Ian Albertson (head Community Grants
Committee), visit our club to discuss their on-going
commitment to our Club.
Finally, SCC is delighted to have been invited by
Strathfield Girls High School, to join their 2015 sports
program. SCC will be involved in Term 3 and Term 4
only (this year). Check out our website, for further
information on this subject, as there may be interested
players at other clubs, who may like to join us for such an
activity. We will make it fun…promise!

President Ann Shaddick presents Bronze
Singles trophy to Charles Britton

Wendy & Robert
Kitchener (new
members) with
experienced GC players
Nina Fairweather on
the far left, and Joan
Martin second from
right. Joan turned 90
in January, 2015…a
very active, inspiring
person.

On Australia Day, about six of our members attended the
city outdoor activity ‘Croquet Rocks’ or Croquet on
George (Street), part of a major public event held on
Monday, the 26 January. Melbourne (Birrarung Marr)
had a similar event which was held from 16 January - 1
February. What wonderful publicity for our sport.
By the March Issue, SCC will have ten new members,
bringing membership to 49-50 mark. This is exciting as
new people bring new skills, talents, and experiences with
them. Increased membership enables SCC to expand its
community networks, and strengthen those already
started. In January, Strathfield Rotary held their January
BBQ and croquet evening, and wrote glowing reports in

Poonan Latta, Bendigo Bank Manager, visits the Club
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Ruth Bridger
Publicity Officer
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PORT HACKING CELEBRATE AUSTRALIA DAY
Chicken & Champagne and Crazy Croquet
Over
30
Members,
friends
and
family enjoyed
a fun filled
Celebration of
Australia Day
with great food
and loads of
laughs. Port Hacking’s "Excellent Events Organisers” Anne and Peter Cullen and Judy Rodden decorated the
area with Australian Flags, supplied us with delicious
nibbles, chicken, champagne, Pavlova, Trifle and of
course the Lamingtons!! Croquet was played on three
courts but there was also a new challenging game with a
twist using some rather unusual mallets…. Mallets
designed and created especially for the day (by Gary
Heather) with Super Flexi shafts that created an
unpredictable follow through and a backswing that went
in three directions……

EASTWOOD’S ACTIVITIES
Eastwood members enjoyed celebrating their Christmas
Party Lunch with the Theme : “the Movies”. There were
“special” latest release silent movies, full of upcoming
stars, produced and directed by a very, very, distant
relative of Cecil B De Mille (aka Sandra Townley). These
movies were reviewed and scored by our own “Margaret
and David” from At The Movies (pictured below).
“Margaret and David” kindly then announced the winners
in each category and presented Oscars to the winners.

Another mallet had more twists and turns than a pretzel
and caused some unusual grips and some even crazier
swings. Between the two styles of mallets, the resulting
scores would be the envy of every cricket club.
Overall, good food, fantastic company and heaps of
laughs –
Truly the spirit of Australia Day

The Eastwood “Movie Stars”

We had red carpet visits from Stars in Movies such as:
The Queen of Hearts from Alice in Wonderland; Antony
and Cleopatra; Gloria Swanson; Dame Edna Everage
complete with Gladioli and Madge who didn’t speak at
all; The Blues Brothers; Stars from The Great Gatsby;
Director Russell Crowe, and many more. Our President,
Pat Gilchrist, tested everyone’s knowledge throughout the
afternoon with Movie Trivia.
Following lunch Croquet Certificates were awarded to our
2014 Champions:
Pat Gilchrist, Yvonne Ticehurst, Sandra Townley,
Margaret Dewberry and Robyn Batley
A great way to celebrate the Christmas spirit for members
of Eastwood Croquet Club.
Australia Day Gala
Members and guests came together for a Gala celebration
for Australia Day. The clubhouse was decorated in
Australian flag bunting and balloons and guests came
dressed in Australian Flag t-shirts, aprons, hats etc.
Pam Markwell
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Lamb on the BBQ was on the menu and dessert was
lamlova (i.e. lamingtons and pavlova).
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Our sausage sizzle lunch was cooked by member/chef,
John Ferris under the cover of the shelter shed at lawn 2
because it was a very hot, sunny day. The kitchen staff
and helpers excelled themselves and are to be thoroughly
praised for the efforts they put in. Club members supplied
the desserts and what a collection these proved to be.

.

It would be remiss of Club members not to thank VicePresident, Kerrie Sutherland sincerely for her wonderful
organisation of this day. It was really her idea to stage
something like this and members readily participated.
Well done, Kerrie!!!!
Everyone had bought tickets in the Alice in Wonderland
doll raffle which was won by Judy Nicod. Again we
thank Jan Tiedeman for donating this magnificent handmade doll for the purpose. This proved to be one of the
best raffle results we’ve ever had.
Throughout the afternoon, as well as playing some fun
games with the croquet mallets, we had the Australian
rubber thong throwing competition and the rolling pin
tossing with prizes of Minties, Violet Crumble Bars, Tim
Tams and Lamingtons awarded to the winners.

Donor Jan Tiedeman
and Winner Judy
Nicod

A very well attended fun social day and start to 2015
Lorraine Ewer

PRESENTATION DAY AT
NEWCASTLE CROQUET CLUB
The Club’s Presentation Day was held on Saturday,
November 29 and on opening proceedings President Judy
Nicod asked for one minute’s silence in respect for the
untimely death of Australian cricketer, Phillip Hughes.

During lunch we answered a trivia quiz organised by
Kerrie and based on the Alice in Wonderland story and
that competition was won by Larry Bryant.
After lunch the annual prize presentation took place.

What a great Club day it was, everyone participating in
the Alice in Wonderland theme. Sponsorship Officer,
Enid Norris, was definitely “belle of the ball” as the queen
and Judy Nicod looked “pretty” as Alice.

Enid inspecting
our Alice in
Wonderland
dolls

Alice in Wonderland Mad Hatters

Various mallet sport games were played all morning,
people participating in their dress-up gear. When playing
“pirates” we penalised John Levick, Club Champion, by
making him start on minus 3!!! It was felt that this was a
deserving penalty for him, as he can roquet a ball from
just about anywhere “pinching” our points.
CNSW Newsletter March 2015

Pam Ingham
Treasurer NNPCC
Photos from Club Camera
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NEWS FROM BRANXTON
Our Committee and members would like to wish all the
clubs a fun filled and prosperous year. We are now back
in full swing after somewhat slowing down over the
festive season. We ended the year with thirty of us
celebrating at a Christmas lunch at one of the local
restaurants.
The New Year finds our second lawn, which was levelled
and re-seeded, nearly ready for play. Although it was a
challenge and great fun playing on a slope in “The
Paddock,” every body is looking forward to trying out the
new lawn
The extension to our club house was also completed, late
last year, with the help of the NSW Government
Community Partnership. We now have a much needed
dedicated area to store our gardening and lawn
maintenance equipment.

On the afternoon of Tuesday 28 October, we were very
fortunate to have Barb Piggott conduct an 'Improve Your
Game’ workshop at our club. Twenty three very keen
players attended including eight members from Cessnock.
At the conclusion of the workshop, Barb was presented
with wine from the Hunter as our thanks and appreciation
of her time and a well planned and very informative
training session.
On 10 November, our Club fielded three teams in the
Doubles Handicap LAKE MACQUARIE GAMES at
Toronto. Gold, silver and bronze medals were awarded to
the successful players by a council delegate. Well done to
our Branxton teams who were awarded silver and bronze
medals in their respective divisions.

Extension to our Club House
finally in place

We hosted teams from seven clubs to a Gala Fun Day on
17 October. Contestants participated in five games of 35
minutes each, the aim was for the teams to finish the day
with the most hoops won. The overall winners were
Kevin and Shirley Page from Toronto with 60 hoops,
runners-up Wal Mills and Ron King from Maitland with
50 hoops. It was a fun day enjoyed by all and we thank
the teams from Taree, Toronto, Mt. Sugarloaf, Newcastle
National Park, Myall Park, Maitland, Macquarie City and
several of our own members for making it such a
successful day.
All eyes on the ball

L to R: Maureen Dick, Helen Haines, Rod Dillon, Helen Enright,
Fran Klein, and Shirley Stevenson

Congratulations to Helen Haines who successfully
completed the O level Coach’s Course with Barb Piggott
at the Newcastle National Park Club.
Our Doubles Tournament had to be changed from 1 - 2
August to 8 - 9 August to accommodate other Hunter
Competitions due to clashing dates.
Fran Klein
Publicity Officer

The winning team from Toronto

newsletter@croquetnsw.org

VISIT THE CNSW

WEB SITE @
http://www.croquet-nsw.org

Our next gala day will be held in May.
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Kathleen Barry Memorial Golf Croquet Day at Chatswood Croquet Club
8 November 2014
Our good friend Kathleen Barry died suddenly on 6th November 2013. She was struck down whilst playing croquet, and
so in remembrance of her, we held .a golf croquet day with a lunch and then later afternoon tea. The Barry family
provided the prizes for the day, and a wonderful time was enjoyed by everyone
Kathleen was a New Zealander, one of a large family. She entered the convent and was a nun for 25 years, where she was
a music teacher. Due to serious illness she left the convent and came to Sydney to friends who were equally musical, and
they introduced her to croquet.
This talented lady played the piano, organ, violin, was a keen singer, as well as a keen orchid grower, a fabulous cook, and
of course a good croquet player.
She is sadly missed.

Valé
Jamberoo Croquet Club is sad to report the death of Walter (Wally) Wells on 27
December 2014. Wally started playing Golf Croquet about 16 years ago in
Katoomba with his wife Pamela. In the years since then they played for
Southern Highlands and Young clubs before coming to Jamberoo late in 2010.
Wally was a good croquet player and one of nature’s gentlemen. He was also an
artist and a keen fisherman and will be missed by all who knew him.
Our condolences to Pamela and his family.
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2014 World Gateball Championship

Lighting of flame and march

– Niigata, Japan
New South Wales was represented by six members of the
Canberra Croquet Club at the 11th World Gateball
Championship, held in Niigata, Japan from 26-28
September, 2014.
The Canberra team was joined by two teams from
Queensland in the field of 700 players in 90 teams from 20
countries and regions around the world. The Australian
players were joined by three referees who were invited to
officiate at a World Championship, a first for Australian
referees.
Venue
The tournament was
hosted at Niigata City
Athletic Stadium.
The
Stadium was situated in a
large parkland and
conference area not far
from the riverfront. The
Stadium boasted a large
playing area with 12
courts set up for play, a large amount of stadium seating
and room outside for registration and merchandise
Each team was allocated a tent
for storing equipment and for
resting between matches and a
volunteer to guide the team and
mind players’ belongings during
matches.

Before matches on the Saturday morning the competition
was opened with a torch relay and the lighting of the
cauldron. Other entertainment included the athletes
march, Japanese dancing and VIPs hitting through a large
ceremonial gate including the Australian National
Director of Gateball and member of the Canberra squad,
Gilon Smith.

Opening Ceremony
The opening ceremony was a lavish affair with a short film
on the history of gateball, Taiko drumming and a handover
of the trophy from reigning champions Fujian. Participants
were welcomed by World Gateball Union President Ms
Ono and the athletes oath was read by a young Japanese
player from the TKE squad.

Crowd
Big crowds were in attendance for the first days play. On
Saturday the Canberra team played their first match on
one of the show courts in front of a crowd of 2,000. This
was a the largest
crowd the team
had played in
front of and
made for an
exciting and
tense
atmosphere.
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Results

Media/Live Stream
Australian teams were popular with Japanese media
including TV, website and newspapers. Several matches
were streamed live on the internet and covered by the
Japanese TV show “SuperGateball”.

The Australian squad achieved its best ever result at a
World Championship by winning five of their nine games.
Canberra were drawn with Garuda Sulteng (Indonesia),
Canada and Taipei Taichung (Taiwan). Canberra lost its
first match against a very vocal Indonesian team 12-8.
This was a tight match that could have been won by either
team and Canberra was disappointed to go down as it
made qualification for the finals very difficult. Only the
top team from each block progresses.
Canberra bounced back
against Canada and
dominated the match despite
the Canadians making many
long shots that disrupted
Canberra’s momentum.
Despite
Canberra’s
dominance they required
some good play to come
away with the victory.
Canberra’s best match was their last up against the
previously undefeated team from Taiwan. Canberra 12 –
Taipei Taichung 9. Canberra played white and took
control early with precision sparking against a strong side.
Some long tight touches to the line and a gate touch were
required late to cement victory. This was a good win
against a strong side that advanced to the knockout phase,
with a superior for and against record.
The other Australian teams competed strongly and won
matches but were also unable to win their block to
progress to the next round.
Overall Results

Referees
111 referees adjudicated at the event. Keith McLeod,
Bruce McAlister and Margaret Barnard were Australia’s
first ever referee team.
Keith McLeod was also
nominated as a vice chairmen of referees for the
tournament

The Aussies refereed four games in the round robin series
and were delighted and proud to be chosen to referee one
of the games in the final series.
Conclusion
The Canberra team left the tournament satisfied that they
played well against high quality international teams.
Canberra players made and renewed many friendships
from players from all corners of the world. The World
Gateball Championships remains arguably the most
difficult tournament to win in world mallet sports and
New South Wales players look forward to taking up the
challenge again at the 12th World Championship in 2018.

Teams from Japan, China, Brazil, Taiwan, Korea, Macao
and Uruguay qualified for the knockout round. Chinese
teams, although small in number, rose to prominence in
the knockout round taking two of the top four positions.

Australia’s participation in the 2014 World Gateball
Championship was supported by the Australian
Government through the Australia-Japan Foundation.

The ultimate victor was Shanxi Linfen of China defeating
Joshokiryu of Japan 12-8 in the final.

Glen Whitehead

Shanxi Linfen were the superior team with Joshokiryu
looking tired after a long string of consecutive knockout
matches. Shanxi Linfen dominated most of the match
consistently “hunting down” Joshokiryu players. A long
shot by Joshokiryu did turn the match but it was too little
too late and the Chinese side were comfortable and well
deserving victors.

This very interesting report is an abbreviation of a
longer report which can be found at
http://gateball.com.au/?p=2030
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The finalists

Schools Championships
30th November 2014
The 8th annual schools competition was held at
Chatswood Croquet Club on Sunday 30 November.
Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances no
primary students were available but eleven secondary
students were there – 10 boys and 1 girl representing five
schools.
The players were divided into 2 blocks, followed by semi-finals

and a final. All games were Golf Croquet 13 point and all
were played in excellent spirit. There were flashes of
brilliance from all players but at times the tactics needed
to improve.

Lana Sexton has the smile of a winner!

In the Block Rounds Charlie Sharpe (Knox Grammar) and
Lana Sexton (Narrabeen Sports High) were both
undefeated. In the Semi-finals Lana defeated Alex Duffy
7 – 5 and the Sharpe boys had a battle with Simon
winning 7 – 5.

Thanks are due to Chatswood Croquet Club, Bev and
Peter Smith, Alison Sharpe and Geof McDonald. Without
their assistance these days could not be held. Maybe in
future years we will have so many competitors we will
need an extra day.

That left Lana and Simon to play the final while the other
2 played off for 3rd and 4th. Lana emerged the winner 7 3 and Charlie finished 3rd .

Jacky McDonald

All students were presented with Certificates, the winner
and runner up with medallions and thanks to the CNSW
executive we could also present a lovely perpetual trophy.

Parents watch
anxiously from
the sidelines

Bev Smith &
Geof McDonald
provide some
instruction
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CNSW Association Bronze Championship
9-12 February
After two years of no entries for the Association Bronze
Championship, Strathfield Croquet Club, has just hosted
the event, with ten entries.
The ten entries were players from Cammeray, Epping,
Wollongong, Mosman and Strathfield, who in brilliant
sunshine contested a 2 block, 18 point level format of
Association croquet, followed by the winner of Block A,
playing the runner up in Block B, -Winner of Block B,
playing runner up of Block A and a final between the two
winners.
I have never seen a queue to peg out, but at the end of the
first double banked game, both Glenda Chaplyn, and Di
Scott, were vying for first to peg out their games. This set
a very high standard for the Tournament, as, before the
Semi-finals started, there had been 8 peg-outs.
As Manager and Tournament referee, I must congratulate
all players on the manner in which the games were played:
forward, attacking play, setting out the lawns and breaks
being made. Most enjoyable to watch. Two games went
to extra time, and the last block game between Charles
Britton and Warren Yates was a cliff hanger. Charles
taking his first ball round in 2 breaks, then Warren
catching up, the game finished with 3 clips on the peg,
and 1 on 2 back. Charles winning 16/15.

CNSW Newsletter March 2015

Winner:
Runner-up
Block B
Winner:
Runner-up:

Charles Britton (winning all 4 games)
Di Scott (3 games)
Roberta Flint (winning all 4 games)
Fay Langdon (3 games)

Semi Finals
Charles Britton v Fay Langdon: Charles 18, Fay 3
Roberta Flint v Di Scott: Roberta 18, Di 13.

Winner, Charles Briton with Roberta
Flint, runner-up

The second semi was much closer than the score shows.
Di made the front running, with a break of 6, then Roberta
made her mark, gradually dwindling the lead and a tussle
ensued. Roberta finally winning the game.
The final again was ebb and flow, with Charles coming
out winner in the last 10 minutes. Score 16/12
Congratulations to both Charles and Roberta, for making
the final, and providing the spectators with a thrilling
game.
I would like to thank our visiting Referees, Kath Coull
(Sutherland) Fay Stove (Coogee) Michael Strickland
(Mosman) and John Eddes (Sutherland), for giving up
their valuable time to come and referee

Heather Smallbone
Tournament Manager & Referee

AUSTRALIA DAY SPORTS AWARD OF THE
YEAR

Thanks also to my Assistant Manager Susan Howland, I
wouldn’t survive without her assistance; to Ann, our
President, to Yvonne, Marlene and Steph - your combined
assistance, made this Tournament such a success.

Ruth Kotzur
RK (84 years young) has been a
volunteer and participant for many
local sporting clubs including
President of Walla Walla Croquet
Club for eight years and is currently
President of Walla Walla Ladies
Bowling Club.

To the Players, thank you for entering, making this
Tournament such a friendly, and exciting few days.

Whilst Ruth was President, she
organised “Bring a Friend” on
Easter Mondays – at which special
activities were played with Easter
chocolates given to outstanding
achievers.
Ruth played in some other competition days including
“The Battered Ball” between Albury, Wodonga and Walla
Walla Clubs. Last year Walla Walla Club participated in
the NEDCA Victoria Pennants competition for the first
time, with Walla Walla winning the two respective
trophies.

An audience for the Finals

Walla Walla Croquet Club is now 13 years old with 22
members. Mrs Ruth Kotzur received the "Sportsperson of
the Year" Award at recent Australia Day celebrations at
Gerogery.
Ruth had also been nominated for Citizen of the Year

Well done, Ruth!
Wendy Tolley
Players sharing lunch & friendship at the end of the block games
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TAKING CROQUET TO TOWULLUM
Australia Day, 2015. While Clubs in Sydney were taking
Croquet to the Rocks, the Coutts Crossing Croquet Club
took Croquet to Towullum Park. While the ‘Rocks’ are
famous worldwide, you cannot find Towullum Park on
Google Earth (which covers everywhere, doesn’t it?).
You leave Coutts Crossing, south west along a narrow
road past isolated farms and stations, on and on, until the
tarmac runs out. At that point is Towullum Park: two
acres, sloping, rough grass; pit toilet, fire station and,
oddly, a tennis court with surrounding fences and
floodlights. And views; a broad valley, woods and
meadows, gentle breezes on a humid day. The local
people know about croquet at Coutts Crossing, but none
had ventured in to have a go.

Do it like this: three minute training session

We set up the court on a slope, very wide hoops from a set
used about thirty years ago. Just four hoops, all we could
find, two sets of balls, eight mallets, some with the
insignia of the Royal Sydney Croquet Club. The grass
was long, the slope was challenging. We played a (very)
modified game of Golf Croquet. The oldest player was
almost ninety, the youngest ten. We had a three year old
who picked up the idea of the game. She followed her
grandmother round and whenever Gran’s ball did not
actually run the hoop, she walked calmly up to it and
moved it through by hand.
There were several barefoot players and we were all
thankful that the red-belly who lives down by the dunny
did not put in an appearance.

Croquet in the wild, and in a long gown too

More importantly we have recruited several new
members. One played twenty years ago, and is coming
back. Two played when they were at Coutts Crossing
Primary School a quarter of a century ago. They are
coming back, with reluctant husbands in tow. Another
lady is coming to play. Thirty years ago she asked to join
a croquet club. She was told that croquet was only for the
upper classes, not for people like her! From the little we
saw of her play at Towullum, she may have many years of
croquet fun ahead.
Sadly that elitism tag is often the public perception still,
although not at Coutts Crossing!
Looks a little like Golf Croquet

Grandmother's coach considers the
options

Setting up: 2 inch long grass, 10 degree slope, fresh air, and the dunny
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Peter Martin
Secretary

A LITTLE GLOUCESTER HISTORY
On 27th April 1987 the Gloucester Croquet Club was
formed by a group of Ladies who had, through the
summer months, attended Aqua fitness at the local
swimming pool, and as the pool was closing for the
winter, the need to continue some form of activity was
foremost in their minds. Firstly, of course, the Council
needed to be coerced into allowing them to use land
between Tennis Courts and the Swimming Pool within the
Park area. This was no easy task, and a book could be
written on this subject alone. But persistence won
through, and Croquet was enjoyed with some coaching
from other clubs.
Meetings were held underneath the trees because, of
course, there was no clubhouse at this early stage, and on
meeting days if it rained, then the meetings were held at
the nearby Caravan Park. During 1989, an all-weather
shed was erected, which was similar in size and style to a
Bus Shelter with a lockable seat/box to store our
equipment on-site, fencing followed at a cost to ourselves,
and finally the Croquet Greens were looking a little more
lived in.
The Gloucester Croquet Club became a part of the zone
taking in as well as Gloucester, Forster, Port Macquarie,
Taree, known as MNCCC, having regular friendship days
of competition, which is still running.
During 1995 a clubhouse was built much to the delight of
everyone involved, a builder was contracted, and quite a
lot of work was done by our own men and husbands of
members, a lot of enjoyment was had whilst this project
was proceeding. There was the normal ‘red tape’ but that
in itself was all part of the excitement. Playing days
continued during the building, and members were
becoming quite proficient at Croquet and its finer points.
In 1997/98 a group of Church people looking for an
afternoon entertainment, came for tea and cakes, and thus
Golf Croquet was born here in Gloucester, needless to say
we have never looked back, and both Association and
Golf Croquet are played and enjoyed by a growing
membership. This year we are going to venture into
Ricochet of a Thursday morning, maybe this could lead
into swelling our Association membership, one never
knows.
The club has been involved with AASC for several years
and will continue when the Sporting Schools comes online
in a few months. This has brought croquet to the fore in
Gloucester and now our primary school visit the courts
each Friday morning during the 2 winters months as part
of their sports curriculum, the bonus is that the children
choose the sport they wish to participate in and we have
on average 25 pupils each week wanting to play croquet.
Last year the high school asked to a have try at croquet as
an end of year event, once the bug bit they were back for a
second visit and now have booked for this year.

years ago, the other is in the pipeline, hopefully sooner
rather than later. A storage shed added to the back of the
clubhouse and installation of an automatic watering
system complete with water tank. Now our dream would
be for lights to be able to enjoy evening play – maybe one
day!!
Gloucester Club has come a long way since the group of
Aqua fitness ladies decided not to sit back and vegetate
during the winter of 1987.
Zan Menzel

11TH WCF GOLF CROQUET
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
This major Tournament was held in
New Zealand from 7—15 February.
Australia had 16 representatives in a field of 73 entrants.
Several of our Australian contingent made it to the round
of 32, with Peter Landrebe going one round better. The
World Championship final was an all Egyptian affair.
They remain hard to beat!
Congratulations to all those who entered the event . Their
scores were no disgrace but in every match there can be
only one winner.
A borrowing from the NZ Croquet website:
“The battle for the title of world golf croquet champion
was fought out between a mechanical engineer and a civilcourt judge in the Bay of Plenty. It was also a contest
between the two Egyptian players who had been losing
semi-finalists at the last world championship in Cairo two
years ago, Hamy Erian and Ahmed El Mahdy.
The World Golf Croquet Championships were played
over nine days at four clubs in the Bay of Plenty including
Rotorua, Mount Maunganui, Katikati and Whakatane,
with the finals played at Mount Maunganui last weekend.
Playing for nearly four hours, it was Erian who took the
first two games and who looked to be heading for the title.
But El Mahdy fought back to take the third, drew level by
winning the fourth and then came out on top 7-5 in the
deciding game.
Erian, who only started playing croquet in 2005 and
whose world ranking was fourth coming into the
championships, is the nephew of one of Egypt's greatest
players, Mohab Saleeb. El Mahdy began playing in 1998.
Both players are from Cairo….”

The concentration of a Champion!

Our busy membership is always on the look out to
improve facilities, with one court reconstructed a few
CNSW Newsletter March 2015
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BLUE MOUNTAINS CROQUET CLUB
2014 finished on a high note for the club, with the great
news that our application for a Community Building
Partnership grant had been successful, so our dream of
moving to our new site at Medlow Bath is now another
step closer. Plans drawn up by our architect now go to the
Blue Mountains City Council for ‘approval in principle’ in
April. Fingers crossed! As with many things in life,
unending patience, coupled with dogged persistence, is
required!!

Killara and Epping joining members from our club.
Outright winners were Sharyn MacCallum [Blue
Mountains] and Bill Haines [Bathurst], with Wendy
Callaghan and Mary Dunn [Blue Mountains] runners up.
Let’s hope that the rest of 2015 proves to be just as
interesting as the first few weeks have been.

Undeterred, our members are turning their minds to
inventive ways of raising money for our new venture,
including submitting a poetry plea to a magazine (Angela
Doran) and producing a video outlining our plight for
another grant application (Robyn Hayes and Sharyn
MacCallum).
A rich, philanthropic, mallet sports
enthusiast would be nice!
In the meantime, 2015 is gearing up to be a busy year in
the mountains. As in previous years, we were invited to
participate in the Roaring 20s Festival, this year on the
lawn by the tennis courts at the newly refurbished Hydro
Majestic Hotel (just opposite our new site). As part of the
lead-up to this event, three of our members (too modest to
be named!) took part in an hour-long photo shoot, dressed
to the nines in 1920’s gear and feeling a bit like celebrities,
with passers-by clearly wondering who we were and what
we were doing posing on the sandstone steps with our
mallets. Move over Miranda Kerr! A glamour photo duly
appeared on page 3 of the Daily Telegraph’s Best
Weekend magazine on 7th February. Sadly, the publicity
in the paper was greater than our presence on the day, as
brown snakes were spotted on the Hydro tennis courts, the
Charleston Challenge had to be re-located and the planned
Croquet experience for the general public was curtailed.
However, Jan Vaughan represented us, dressed in her 20’s
finery, and managed to get herself into the record books
and onto the television alongside the Charleston
Challengers.
Typically, the fifth Blue Mountains Gateball Competition,
held 7-8 February, coincided with the Roaring 20s event,
so it was all happening in the mountains, with eight teams
of Gateballers slugging it out on our slightly less luxurious
premises at Blackheath. We had a magnificent weekend,
with glorious weather and great competition.
Our
reputation for hospitality was upheld and Maggi Williams’
tea and trivia event at the Blackheath Golf Club on
Saturday declared a huge success. The competition final
was a thrilling game between Canberra and Mount
Tamborine Raptors (Qld), which Canberra won 13/11.
The person with the biggest smile was Mary Dunn, who
joined the Canberra composite team and who was pegged
out by an opposing team member ten minutes into the
game. Strategic move or not? It probably helped Canberra
clinch another victory.

Canberra’s winning Gateball Team

A keen GC competitor from Hazelbrook

For more information about the Blue Mountains Croquet
Club, see our website
www.bluemountainscroquet.wordpress.com

We finished a long weekend of mallet sports by hosting a
Golf Croquet competition on the Monday, with sixteen
players from neighbouring Bathurst and Hazelbrook Clubs,
Page 16
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Penny Park
Publicity Officer

HONOUR FOR CESSNOCK CLUB

Club
President
Phil Baird
and
Secretary
Voirrey
Cochrane
with Mayor
of Cessnock

Cessnock Croquet Club was thrilled to be nominated for
an Australia Day Award. We were delighted to actually
receive the Heritage Award for our restoration of the
disused bowling green in the Allandale Hospital grounds
presented by the Australia Day Ambassador, Peter
Herbert.
The club was formed after a public meeting to ascertain
interest last June. Since 2010 Phil Baird, who is now our
president, had been searching for a site for a croquet lawn.
The old bowling green at Allandale Hospital was a
possibility. After much deliberation Hunter New England
Local Health District allowed us to use the facility. The
last bowling club championship entry on the honour board
is 1979 thereafter the bowling green fell into disrepair. It
was a weed infested barren green pock-marked with rabbit
holes. The club house was similarly neglected. The
foundation members were delighted to have use of this
space, but realised much effort was required.

Grace and Tom
Hunter now
Australian
citizens

Now seven months later the efforts of the members to
restore this historic site bear fruit. Today the bowling
green is verdant green and the bald spots covered with
grass. We have laid out a full size court and a half court
on the Bowling Green and another half court on adjacent
ground. There is also a court that is ¼ of full size for days
when there are many members in attendance. Club
members are proud of their achievements but we are not
finished yet.
Australia Day was also special as two of our members,
Grace and Tom Hunter, became Australian citizens at the
same function. Many of our club members were there to
witness the event.

Cessnock
Croquet Club
members with
Bill Stevenson

Also in the audience was Bill Stevenson, who started
playing croquet in 1997. Bill was instrumental in bringing
in many of the innovations which saw an Association
game reduced from two and a half hours to one hour and
made it a much more popular game. Bill was a coach, a
referee and a mentor to many of today’s successful
croquet players. Bill motors down to the club in his
wheelchair each week to watch us play and enjoy our
convivial atmosphere.

Voirrey Cochrane
Secretary

Voirrey Cochrane
receiving Australia Day
Heritage Award from
Australia Day
Ambassador Peter Herbert

newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
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Your Handicap and You
have noticed quite a bit of discussion on handicapping
recently. Much of it suggesting that the system we use
has got it wrong and that it is unfair. I have also heard
comments from many of our better players who won't play
in handicap events because it is too difficult to give away
extra turns and still have a chance of winning. The
arguments really show how little is understood about our
handicapping system and why we use it.
It is a good system and it produces as fair a result as any
handicapping system can.
I have been involved in sport for some 70 years now and
in that period have played at a good level in five sports
that used handicapping systems. I have not as yet been
involved in one in which the participants believed that the
handicap of an opponent that beat them was appropriate.
They will invariably blame the handicapping system
rather than their own performance. In two of the sports I
knew players who participated for years working to get
their handicap at a level where they might win a big event.
Many of them failed dismally after cheating for years to
get the advantage. Others of course succeeded in winning
the event they targeted. Athletics and Cycling were
probably the worst but Golf was not far behind. The
Stawell Gift and Austral Wheel Race were prime targets
of the cheats in Victoria.
The thing about sport that most participants never get to
understand is that the individual performance of each
person varies to a significant degree as time elapses
hourly. Graham Innocent (Handicap 0) wins more often
than most because he is able to play at that optimum level
more often than the rest of us. Most of us think we play at
nearly the same level all of the time, it is simply not true.
A player on a 10 handicap will not have the success rate
that Graham has with individual shots nor be able to apply
the consistent skill level he has each time he walks onto
the court. At the same time he may be quite capable of
playing an individual shot that is quite as good and
sometimes even better than what Graham can produce.
His performance level fluctuates over a much wider range
so success is not achieved as often.

A second factor is the level of comfort we achieve in what
we are doing. If comfortable we can relax and enjoy our
game. When comfortable, we can perform nearer to our
best level. If we go into a tournament tense and uncertain
of our ability it is difficult to enjoy the game and we are
unlikely to perform at our best level. If we go in thinking
that our opponent is too good for us we will rarely win. If
we think about missing when it is time to run a hoop we
will usually miss. The value of confidence is almost
impossible to estimate.
Again our better players are more relaxed in tournament
play, more focused on achieving the result they want so
are not as affected by the pressure of the matches. In club
games, the comfort level often permits players to play
above the level they would expect to achieve in
tournament play, and their handicap can be artificially
lowered by this phenomena. In tournament play the
reverse can happen and their handicap can be artificially
raised. It is here the handicapper needs to exercise a great
deal of common sense and should award the player
something mid way between these levels.
When we look at the results that are obtained in our socalled ‘Handicap Championships’ the winners are
consistently from the better end of the handicapping. In
recent years, Graham Innocent, myself, Dick Smith and
Peter Coles, have won in the singles. Longer handicapped
players qualify for the knockout rounds but their challenge
ends there. The longest handicap of the successful players
has been 3. Doubles has been much the same, Graham
Innocent and myself with wins in both the NSW and
Australian Doubles have been prominent in recent years
despite giving every player in the fields a handicap start.
At Deniliquin we lost 2 of the first 5 games and looked to
be out of it. From there on the second day, we won every
game.
Let us not be so critical of the handicapper, it is an
onerous task, and accept that handicap play is about
creating a competition where players of all skill levels can
compete competitively on their day. It is simply a game
and we will perform to whatever level is available to us on
the day.
Clearly the better players go in with an advantage and
nothing that is done to the handicapping system will make
any difference to the fact that consistent performance will
win out more often than not in the longer term. Certainly
a much greater level of achievement would be felt if we
had larger fields and more of the better level of players
involved in our National Handicap events.

Our handicapping system determines a mean value to
apply to each of us. It is generally based on an average
level of skill that we display in our matches. It cannot
make adjustment for the variations in the quality of an
individual play at any particular time or the general skill
we show when playing in each individual match.
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Ray Vize
Forster Croquet Club
o
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AN OPEN LETTER TO OTHER NSW CROQUET

INTERCEPT
TOURNAMENT
2015

PLAYERS

WHY DOESN'T CROQUET NSW SUPPORT
RICOCHET?
We on the North Coast of NSW find that Ricochet is a
mallet sport gaining popularity among our members for a
number of reasons. It provides different challenges to
Golf and Association Croquet players and is a valuable
stepping stone towards the latter, which many continue to
play for the variety it affords. It also provides a
challenging sport to those Association players who are no
longer able to bend their backs sufficiently to play croquet
strokes and therefore keeps the older generation involved;
a point that may not be apparent to those who play at the
elite level and control the administration of our sport; but
one that might be of interest to Departments of Sport,
Health and Ageing.
Members of Northern Rivers clubs play Ricochet at club
level and have recently played in competition with players
affiliated with Queensland. Queensland Croquet rules are
used but as NSW players we have no accredited Handicap
Card or Handicapping protocol.
Competition with
Queensland affiliated clubs requires handicaps and
handicap cards. At this stage the only way we can acquire
these is to affiliate with Queensland, which is not our
preferred option despite the fact that many of our
members have attended Ricochet training days sanctioned
by Croquet Queensland.
We are appealing to Croquet NSW to take leadership in
this area and asking other clubs interested in this sport to
also lobby for its recognition by Croquet NSW. Perhaps a
good beginning would be to survey all other NSW croquet
clubs to assess the level of interest in Ricochet
Yours sincerely

Following the success of our event in 2014. Sutherland
Club once again ran The Intercept – a three day,
Handicap Golf Croquet event involving both singles and
doubles play. Tony McArthur, our President, was
Tournament Manager.
The field was limited to 24 players and entries came from
Young, Wollongong, Nowra, Port Hacking, Strathfield,
Jamberoo, Forster and Mt. Sugarloaf, with the balance
being made up by Sutherland members. Many of our
entrants returned having enjoyed their time with us last
year. For the singles competitions, players were divided
into three blocks generally based on handicaps with each
run as a separate round-robin event. This ran over two
days.
The doubles took place on the final day with the pairs
being selected by the Tournament Manager such that each
pair consisted of a higher and lower handicap player. This
proved an interesting experience resulting with pairs
coming from different clubs and having no previous
experience together. Teams were divided into two blocks
with each block again run as a round-robin event.
Evening activities were also arranged with a visit to a
local Chinese Restaurant and also a Thai Restaurant. This
year Jennifer McArthur was our catering manager and
offered an interesting and diverse range of delicacies over
the weekend. This included a Lambtastic Day on
Australia Day.
The tournament once again proved a popular success and
will become a permanent event on the croquet calendar.
This year Peter Coles from Forster bought his Helicopter
Drone and took some aerial photos of the action

Mike Russo
President
Northern Rivers Croquet Association

Thank you, Pam
We look forward to seeing everyone at Intercept 2016.
\

It is only though the fantastic support and the tireless
efforts of our planning committee and club members we
are able to achieve such success. Thank you all

Bev Smith, SDR GC, thanks Pam Ingham from Newcastle
National Park Croquet Club for many years service as a
GC Referee. Pam recently submitted her resignation as
she now only plays Association. She will continue as a
referee in that field.
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Tony McArthur
President - Sutherland Croquet Club
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GOOD THINGS HAPPENING AT TEMPE
Remember the old
shed? Here is its
replacement - our
smart new shed,
cream with green
trim, is upright and
steady and open for
business!

And the Kitchen area?
Here is the new look!
Photo on the left is the area to your left as
you enter the Clubhouse, with the
tournament office behind the wall. (This
area is not quite complete at time of
writing).
Photo on the right is where the Urn
used to be (toilet area leading off on one
side and the admin office on the other).
Special thanks go to the tremendous efforts of Alison Sharpe and John Eddes to see the project through to this stage.
Alison also donated the art work which gives the area a rea lift.
No excuses now not to visit Tempe!

Croquet on George (continued)
Peter Freer heard a report on ABC Radio National
that cockatoos had been digging up the croquet
lawns at Numurkah CC in Victoria.
The locals found that just leaving bits of black
plastic pipe around, to look like snakes, wasn’t
working so they created “Gary the Goanna” as a
step further. Peter dropped by to check this out, and
sent the attached photo of “Gary” complete with
cockatoo feathers in his mouth. No sign of any
cockatoos, but not sure if this is a guaranteed
solution

This delightful caravan
was provided to us as a
place to leave our bags etc.
It had its photo taken more
times than any other
participants in the day’s
activities. Volunteers had
their hands full keeping
the littler people from
trying to play in it!

The crooked path of hoops to
be manoeuvred—special
difficulty with the path sliding
off towards the gutter!
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