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When you are lucky enough to be chosen to captain a
Golf Croquet State Team, it means you get the privilege
to play and compete with some amazing players. Pam
Gentle is one of those players.
This year Pam Gentle celebrates 10
consecutive years representing her
state at the highest level as a member
of the 2016 Golf Croquet State Team.
It is truly an amazing achievement to
be able to say you have played in
every ISS event since its inception
and that feat is a reflection of the
great competitor that Pam is. Pam has been a part of
more winning State Teams, GC and AC combined than
any other player in the State. This is testament to her
dedication to all forms of croquet and the respect and
admiration as a player and person she garners among her
colleagues in our sport.
In Perth this year we will be raising a glass to Pam and
thanking her for her continued commitment not only as a
player, coach, manager, administrator and friend but also
congratulating her on this wonderful achievement and
looking forward to the next ten years. It would be
wonderful if everyone at home could do the same.
Congratulations Pam!

SEPTEMBER 2016

Tell us about how you came to play croquet
My mother talked me into playing when Maitland
Croquet Club was established in 1980. She was the
driving force in starting up the club, and she talked me
into having the first meeting at my house, then into being
club secretary, then playing. I have been hooked ever
since.
Where is your favourite place to play?
Maitland Croquet Club. I am a life member, and have
held many positions in the club. I am the club treasurer at
the moment
What has been the highlight in your croquet life?
Representing my club in Champion of Champion events,
representing my state in interstate teams, and representing
the country in World Womens GC events in Melbourne
and New Zealand.
What is your next challenge?
The Interstate Shield in Perth in September. I am not
looking any further ahead than that at the moment.
What is your key advice to new players?
The game is much more enjoyable if you play as well as
you can, so practice, listen and learn from others. And be
involved in the organisation of your club, as this adds
another level to the enjoyment of the game. Have fun!

Rosie Landrebe
Captain GC State Team 2016
Pam was asked to answer the profile questions that
have been a feature of recent issues of the Newsletters
Here are her responses.

We wish all members of the NSW Interstate Team
success in the Interstate Shield, which is to start in WA
very soon.
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From the President

From the Editor

During the year our New South Wales members have been
out there on the lawns showing that we are a strong
Croquet State.
Our members have participated in
Australian championships, World Championships and
International events in Association, Golf Croquet and
Gateball. Congratulations to all our members who have
participated in all these events. I have been proud to be
one of the directors of this association. It has been my
privilege to serve as your Chair. Thank you all.
Any organisation needs not only a management committee
to keep things perking along, but also assistance from
many volunteers who give their time during the year often behind the scenes. A huge thank you to all the
committees and their members, referees and time-keepers
without whom the organisation would not run so
smoothly. In particular, a big thank you to Wendy
Fothergill who, apart from always being available for
Refereeing duties at Tempe, is also in charge of the
fantastic Croquet - NSW Newsletter. Unfortunately,
Wendy has decided to stand down from her role of
preparing the Newsletter, Wendy you will be sadly
missed.
Administratively, it has been a challenging year with a
new constitution and board structure. With these changes
there existed an ideal opportunity to move the
organisation further forward while encompassing a new
structure. Unfortunately, this has not been the case and
much of the enthusiasm has been drained from many of
the Board Members – myself included.
Despite this, during the year we have been able, thanks to
Jim Nicholls, to secure funding from Lonsec Stockbroking
for the new State uniforms. In December last year we held
a planning and information session and later in the year
we are planning a Croquet Conference.
I will thank those Board Members involved personally.
This report will be my last as an administrator of Croquet
- NSW as I am neither prepared to work with disharmony
at board meetings nor tolerate acidic emails. These actions
are hurtful to voluntary members and distract their focus
from the business of your association.
Looking forward to seeing you on the lawns.

This Newsletter was slow in coming together but at last it
has been filled! It’s always a nervous time as the date for
publishing approaches and too many pages are still blank.
I should have learned by now that articles will come at the
last minute (sometimes requiring a complete change of
layout!). But as the saying goes, better late than never.
Thank you to Ballina, Lismore, Macquarie City, Nelson
Bay, Newcastle, Northern Rivers, Nowra, Port Hacking,
Port Macquarie and Sawtell Clubs for their contributions.
Bev Smith has given information for GC Referees and the
recent Official Rulings from WCF and ACA have been
printed in full. Clubs should draw the attention of GC
players to these additions to the rules.
It is good to see Ricochet and Gateball events getting
coverage as these versions of mallet sports grow around
the state.
Australia competed in the GC World Championship in
June, held in the UK in May. There is an interesting
summary of the final stages of this event for Australia’s
team written by Claire Keating, wife of Lester Hughes, a
former NSW member. Gareth Denyer has given a good
report of his successful participation in the UK Seniors
AC Handicap Tournament held in July 2016 in
Southwick. Steven Howes has written an interesting
article on being a Ref at the World AC Championships
held in Floridia.
As mentioned by Tony, I have asked for someone else to
take over the production of this Newsletter. I began
working on the Newsletter with the previous Editor, John
Hanscomb, for the December 2006 issue, until I went solo
in December 2008. Over the past weekend, I have been
looking back at some of the issues printed during this
time—quite nostalgic as often a story has another story
behind it before it gets to its spot in the final version. One
thing I noticed was that many clubs who used to be
regular contributors have dropped off in recent years. I
think my biggest disappointment is that all too often when
I make an appeal to a club or individual for an article,
there is simply no response, not even one to say this
would not be possible. It feels like whistling in the dark.
A special thank you to all contributors in the past ten
years, particularly those that have been regulars. I shall
read future issues with interest, minus the anxiety of
wondering whether I would have enough to fill the pages
by the printer’s deadline!

I love this game!!!
Tony McArthur
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Wendy Fothergill

NELSON BAY CROQUET CLUB –
19 BIRTHDAY GALA DAY
CELEBRATION
FRIDAY, 17 JUNE 2016.
TH

Player Profile

TH

The great success of our 19TH BIRTHDAY GALA
DAY was due to a great team effort. I am now
going to copy the '"Oscars routine” (BIG SMILES)
I wish to thank those who helped me on Thursday,
16th June with the big task of drawing the
games on the lawn for the next day. They are:Tony Mumford, Tommy Thompson, Susan and
Jim Timbs, Cheryl Lloyd and partner Jim
(non-member).
Whilst this was all taking place, Virginia Jones’
husband, Alan (non-member) was dismantling
the biggest BBQ I have ever seen, so that it
could be transported to the club to use on our
big day, he then arrived the next day to cook all
the sausages, perfect I might add.
Our member Warren Sharp, who borrowed a
trailer to transport the monster BBQ from
Alan’s home to the club house for our use. At
the end of the function, helped Alan dismantle
it again, Warren then returned it to Alan’s
home. (A big job performed by the two of
them).
Irene Gover, with the help of her husband Bill,
(non-member). Greeting those arriving,
collecting monies and selling lots of raffle
tickets.
Linda Butler, (our computer expert), for collection
of score sheets, the deciphering of them to find
the winners of the various games etc.
Last, but certainly not least, Pam Mumford,
Virginia Jones, and their kitchen helpers,
who organised and served morning tea, then
after the games, we all sat down to a sumptuous
lunch,.
A word of thanks also, to all members who supplied
the great food, and helped with the clean-up at the
end of a wonderful successful day.

Alison Sharpe has been a member of various State Teams
in both Association and Golf Croquet as well as regular
fixtures in the Croquet year.
She has also competed
overseas with a considerable amount of success.,
including being in the Finals of World Championships.
She was asked for her responses to the Player Profile
Questions.
Tell us about how you came to play croquet
I first started playing Croquet in my Grandmothers back
garden during my Summer holidays in Yorkshire when I
was a young girl.
Where is your favourite place to play?
The Hurlingham Club in London. Stunning lawns and a
wonderful backdrop of the magnificent Club itself.
What has been the highlight in your croquet life?
I love being part of a team so one of my highlights was
being part of the Australian Team in the Trans Tasman
Test Series 2011 and that moment when we knew that
Australia had beaten New Zealand for the first time since
1991 was one of the most memorable moments for me.
The other highlight was to have made it to the Final of the
Women’s World Championship in 2012.
What is your next challenge?
It is to prepare for the Golf Croquet
Championships in February 2017 in Melbourne.

World

What is your key advice to new players?
To focus, believe in yourself and more importantly
practise whenever you can. Have a goal in mind (erg a
club, State or National comp) and be motivated and driven
to do well in that particular event. These were the things
that have allowed me to get where I am today.

It would not have been possible without your
help.

Thank you, one and all.

All the visitors were very impressed.
Even the weather was perfect.
We had visitors from Toronto Croquet Club, Myall
Park Croquet Club and Queensland.

Alison with one of her many trophies

HAPPY 19th BIRTHDAY
NELSON BAY CROQUET CLUB.
Margaret-Rose Thompson
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MACQUARIE CITY GOLF CROQUET
TOURNAMENT

Bernie McAlary, John Ball and Ref Margaret Sears.

Hope to see you all next year at our Winter Tournament.

Opening with Lyn Rearden, Carol Goodman and Barb Piggott

Macquarie City has just held its 5th successful Winter
Tournament from 29-30 June, 1st July at our Pelican
courts. We were lucky in having nice sunny days, if a bit
crisp at times. We hosted thirty-six players from Clubs as
far away as Wollongong, Urunga, Sth West Rocks,
Young, Forster, Nowra, Orange and four local Clubs.
Doubles and Singles were played during the Tournament.
On Thursday 30 June we had a lovely dinner at Pelican
RSL, our major sponsor for the Tournament. An enjoyable
time was had by all at this very social event.
We would like to thank the non-playing referees, who
gave up their days to assist us, also the playing referees,
and Barb Piggott for being our Tournament Referee. The
Tournament finished with a sausage sizzle followed by the
Presentation.
The Winners and Runner-Ups were:
Doubles:
Block A:
Brenda Wild and Edna Kelly.
Block B:
Helen Maybury and Ian Sullivan.
Block C:
Deb Anderson and Sharon Saxton.
Singles:
Block A:
Graham Innocent
Runner-Up: Brenda Wild
Block B:
Don Rankin
Runner-Up: Bernie McAlary
Block C:
Helen Maybury
Runner-Up: Jenny Baldwin
Block D:
Garry Saxton
Runner-Up: Ted Lyng
Block E:
Deb Anderson
Runner-Up: Margaret Pedemont
Block F:
Bev Duncan
Runner-Up: Sharon Saxton

Lyn Rearden with A Doubles winners Edna Kelly and Brenda Wild.

Bill Munns, Don Rankin, Jan Sullivan and Barb Piggott.

Happy Croqueting!

Congratulations to all Winners and Runner-Ups and to all
players for their fair play and friendship throughout our
Tournament.
Also a big ‘Thank You’ to our members who made
themselves available to assist with the endless tasks that
have to be undertaken to run a successful tournament.
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Lyn Rearden
Tournament Manager

SPOILS EVENLY SHARED IN
NORTHERN RIVERS RICOCHET
TOURNAMENT

INTRODUCTION TO RICOCHET AT
PORT HACKING CLUB

The wins in the three events of the Northern Rivers
Croquet Association Ricochet Tournament were shared
between the three competing clubs. Phyllis Waters,
Lismore Croquet Club, won the division 1 singles, Val
Smith, Murwillumbah Croquet Club, won the division 2
singles and Mary and Richard Hughes were victorious in
the doubles event.

On Sunday July 31, sixteen players (seven from Port
Hacking Club and nine from Sutherland Club) met for an
Introduction to Ricochet workshop especially tailored for
GC players. Special Presenters were Roberta Flint and
Charles Britton from Marrickville Croquet Club.

There were sixteen entrants for the three events played at
Ballina from 20—23 July 2016. All events were level
play. The second year of the Ricochet Tournament was
blessed with mainly fine weather. Fortunately the
lowering clouds on the second day only produced
intermittent showers for an hour. The strong winds on the
final day did test competitors’ adaptive skills. There were
many close games with several going into extra time. The
finals for each event attracted a knowledgeable and
attentive audience.
As is common in regional areas entrants travelled
significant distances each day to compete.
The
participation of the Murwillumbah Croquet Club members
was particularly appreciated as they added to the depth
and competitiveness of the tournament.

Photo of competitors at Ballina for NRCA Ricochet Tournament taken
22 July

It was a chilly morning, so everyone was happy to start
the workshop in the clubhouse, where Charles explained
the similarities and the differences between GC and RC.
Then it was time to move to the lawns for an exercise that
focused on the "gift" opening. (see photo) Everyone
warmed up again inside with some morning tea and
discussion about special features of a Ricochet court and
the "flow" of the game. Then it was back outside (where
it was still overcast and cold) and groups of four players
played a few turns of a doubles Ricochet game from balls
specially placed to facilitate roquets and/or hoop running.
During the closing indoors session of the workshop, the
sun finally broke through the clouds.
Players had been invited to bring their lunch and play on
into the afternoon. Most players took up this offer and,
during a very pleasant sunny afternoon, enjoyed their first
full game of Ricochet.

Regular Tuesday morning Ricochet playing sessions will
start at PHCC on 6 September. All interested players are
welcome.

Richard Hughes
Ballina Croquet
Ricochet Tournament Manager
Northern Rivers Croquet Association
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Lorraine Hatfield
President
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61ST ANNUAL AC CARNIVAL
PORT MACQUARIE

Some of Herman’s photos arranged in this college by Bridget Earle

Port Macquarie held its 61st Annual Association Carnival
from 25th – 29th July with thirty players representing
sixteen clubs from NSW and the ACT. The players were
divided into five blocks of six to play the Round Robin
competition. Players and spectators were fortunate that the
weather stayed fine and relatively warm for the middle of
winter.
The winners of the blocks were:
Block A: Tony Hall (Canberra)
Runner-up: Trevor Black (Maitland)
Block B: Barb Piggott (Urunga)
Runner-up: Annette du Preez (Cammeray)
Block C: John Hincks (Port Macquarie)
Runner-up: Glen Coulton (Toronto)
Block D: Janine Crellin (Taree)
Runner-up: Rod Munro (Coutts Crossing)
Block E: Margaret Craig (Killara)
Runner-up: Kay Munro (Coutts Crossing)
Tony Hall was the only player to achieve five wins in his
block, with six others managing to win four of their games.
He also has his name on the trophy for the first peg out of
the tournament. Competition was very tight and keenly
fought: with some matches decided by golden points. It
was five days of friendly competition enjoyed by all.
Bridget Earle, as Carnival Secretary, did an exceptional job
keeping on top of all the paperwork as well as refereeing.
Tournament Referee Robin Shenton and his Deputy Jim
Hicks managed to provide a referee in charge for every
game as well as refereeing matches themselves.
We were fortunate to have the services of non players. I
would like to thank John Watson, John Gilhooly, Jan Sage
and Fay Simpson for putting their hands up to help. I
would also like to mention “Shorty”, our greenkeeper,
Robin Shenton, Trevor Thornton and Graeme Meers who
had the lawns set and in tiptop shape before most of us
were out of bed.
As usual our members didn’t disappoint, they arrived daily
with homemade soups, cakes and slices to keep the players’
strength up. We were very grateful for their generosity and
also to the willing members who gave their time to help
Susan Shenton cater for everyone.
Still on the subject of food: there were three social
functions that were well attended by the players and their
partners. The last of these was held at our clubhouse after
the final game on Friday. Our patron, Mayor Peter
Besseling, presented prizes to the block winners and
runners-ups, followed by dinner and lots of friendly
conversation.
Herman Camphuis arrived every day with camera in hand
to take photos of players during matches and whilst sitting
watching. These were then printed and copies were
available as a memento of the carnival. Bridget assembled
some of these into a collage for all of us to remember a
great five days of competition in beautiful Port Macquarie.
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The results and photo collage have been posted on our
website.
Sue Moss
Carnival Manager

Valé
William Edmund (Bill) Haines died on 13th
August. He had been a member of Blue
Mountains Club and lately of Bathurst Club.
Bill was a great friend of the croquet community
and will be missed, as a friend, player (both
social and competitive), referee, club delegate,
etc, etc, etc. A true gentleman of the game.
We extend our sympathy to his family and
friends.

CNSW Newsletter September 2016



GOLF CROQUET—A WORD FROM THE STATE
DIRECTOR

REASONINGS ALLOWED –

My sincere thanks to all referees who have made
themselves available to referee at various tournaments and
gala days, especially those who have helped with CNSW
events at Tempe throughout the year.
Refereeing is very tiring to say the least, however, it is
very much appreciated by players, organisers and
spectators.

written by Sawtell
member Maureen
Curnuck

During the past year, Rules and Referee workshops have
been conducted at EDSACC, Forster, Myall Park and
Newcastle, with Coogee and Sydney to follow in October,
and hopefully Ballina, Cheltenham, Lismore, Mosman
and Wollongong before the end of 2016.

Congratulations to our newest referee,
Glynn Williams from Nowra, who
was very well prepared and met the
requirements admirably. My thanks
to the members from Nowra who
assisted Glynn with his preparation
for the assessment.
A number of people are presently working towards their
status as referee and are looking forward to their active
participation in the future.
2017 brings the task of reaccreditation for the majority of
GC Referees in NSW. Information will be circulated to
all clubs regarding the necessary requirements in order to
retain your current status as a referee in NSW.
Planning is underway to host Regions PRACTICAL and
THEORY based Workshops, with a view to reaccreditation. Please read the latest Official Rulings
(January 2016) in the Newsletter on p. 19. Note OR 5.1.
For those of you who wish to become a GC Referee the
steps are simple. First the AIS requirements MUST be
met, then the Open Book Home Assessment followed by
the examination of “on court” and theory components.
It would be wonderful if every club in NSW had at least
ONE qualified Golf Croquet Referee.
Thank you all for your continued support. I have enjoyed
a very busy Event filled year.

Bev Smith
State Director GC Referees

Maureen Curnuck
It is well known that Croquet playing is a genteel
kind of sport
And only played by persons of the very nicest sort
Looking quite resplendent in their forms of gleaming
white
With just a touch of colour they make a lovely sight.
The court so green and verdant, tis to the eyes a
balm
An ‘old world’ kind of setting with an ‘old world’
kind of charm
There are rules and regulations that control the field
of play
That say “you must not do it that way”
But “this indeed you may”.
And then of course there’s ETIQUETTE that’s for
the most, unspoken
But gentle frowns bedeck each face when etiquette is
broken.
There is one thing that is approved by this croquet
playing crowd
If a bad shot should be played, then Reasoning’s
Allowed!
The courts are very wet today, unless they are too
dry
The greens are mown too short this week unless they
are too high
The weather is so blooming hot or it’s just about to
freeze.
The wind is blowing such a gale, or not a breath of
breeze
Such things are murmured very low, the game they
must not halt
But they smile as they remember
That shot was not their fault!!
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WORLD GC TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS TIER 2 2016
Extract from a letter written to Mary Gibson (Mosman
Club) by Claire Keating, wife of Lester Hughes.
“As you know Australia was in tier 2 after being relegated
at the first team champs 4 years ago. So the job of the
Australian team was clear - make sure you win so we get
back to tier 1.
The Australian team comprised Chris McWhirter, Wendy
Dixon, the lovely Lester Hughes and Anne Quinn, with
John van der Touw as the reserve and team manager.
Tier 2 was split into 2 blocks: Australia, Germany,
Switzerland and Czech Republic in block 1, Spain Latvia,
Belgium and Scotland in block 2. The format for the
block play is 2 doubles matches and 4 singles, each match
best of 3. The hosting clubs were Bath and Camerton &
Peasedale. Both clubs had clearly gone to lots of effort,
organising catering, erecting marquees and corporate
sponsorship at Bath with speciality Jump Shot beer and
Hoop Running cider (I can recommend both).

We also went to Surbiton where the tier 1 final was being
played the next day between New Zealand and Egypt,
with New Zealand the victors. It was also interesting to
see the 7 vs 8 playoff between South Africa and Wales, as
the loser would be relegated to tier 2. It came down to the
final game in the final match, 6 all in the third, with South
Africa winning - I have never seen a team so jubilant
about coming 7th! Again it was great to experience the
good spirits between all the players and hear the many
congratulations to the Australian team and welcome back
to tier 1.
This led me to reflect, not for the first time, how that
chance Friday afternoon in 2010 walking the dogs past the
Mosman croquet club has led to the enrichment of our
lives.
Best wishes to you and all the club members.”
Claire Keating

Unfortunately as I went to Madrid for the weekend, I
missed the opening ceremony, which had speeches, a band
playing national anthems and procession by each team,
and day 1 of competition. On day 1 Australia played
Czech Republic and won 6 nil. On the morning of day 2
the local BBC came to the house the team was staying at
and to Peasedale and did some interviews and filming,
which was on radio and TV later that day. The team
looked very professional in their blazers and baggy green
caps.
Day 2 play was Switzerland which Australia won 6 nil.
Day 3 was Germany, a 5 to 1 win, but lots of tough
matches.
The semi final format was one doubles and six singles.
This was against Latvia, a miserable rainy day at
Peasedale but a good result of 6 to 1.
The final against Spain was over 2 days. The format was
three doubles and ten singles, so first to win seven
matches. The first day was very good, ending with
Australia leading 5 to 1. The second day started with a
doubles match, Chris and Anne, and Wendy and Lester
playing singles matches. Wendy lost her match, so the
overall score was 5 to 2. I was watching Lester who had
lost his first game and Chris and Anne were having a
tough tussle on their second game, having won the first 7
to 4. Lester's second game got to 6 all, with Lester doing
a brilliant jump shot to win the game and take the match
to a third. Meanwhile Chris and Anne were still on game
2. Lester's match got to 5 all in the third, Chris and Anne
still playing game 2. Lester made another jump shot to go
to 6-5. Meanwhile Chris and Anne won their match.
Lester ran hoop 12 to wrap up the championship. (You
can see more detail and some photos on the Croquet
Australia website.)

The Australian Team with Tony Hall (Tournament Referee)

This event was held in England this year, the next
challenge will be held in New Zealand in 2020.

Overall it was a great team win, and I think a relief for
the players that they were able to get Australia back to
tier 1. The spirit amongst all the teams was great.
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A COUNTRY
CROQUET CLUB
AS SEEN BY A CLUB CAPTAIN

Lismore Croquet Club is a close knit club with members
being supportive of each other and their club. This is
evident to people who visit, the comment of what a
friendly club we are is often heard, and I think we should
be proud of this.
This year we have spread club competitions throughout
the year, starting earlier than in the past, this has been
popular with members as they have a calendar of what’s
on and when, makes it much easier then to work out when
to visit the Grandkids! We have printed out a years
calendar of events and put it on the board, this is followed
up with a reminder month by month in Hoops so everyone
is aware of what is on and when.
We have played all the Golf games, which is the dominant
mallet sport in this club, in two blocks, over two weeks as
a round robin. This gave players a reasonable number of
games to get through each week with each player playing
every other player in their block – then winners of each
block play off for the winner. The exception was the
Singles Championships which we have played in two
divisions for the first time this year. We have an
encouragement award for Golf Croquet as well as for
Ricochet .

Lismore is the host club for the Golf Croquet section of
the Northern Rivers Tournament, this year it will run
from the 13th to 21st August with forty players entered into
eleven Events. The tournament culminates with the
playing of the “Crusader Cup” and a BBQ on the last
Sunday of the event.
We take part in community events, have our own
celebrations for Lismore Race Day, St. Patricks Day,
Australia Day and anything else where we can all have a
good time. We support “Our House”, an organisation
providing accommodation for patients and families
undergoing treatment at hospitals in our region. We hire
out our lawns for corporate function. We have a long
ongoing association with the Over 50’s group who use our
lawns weekly. We are a part of our community.
As a small club we achieve a lot, this is only possible
because we have a great team and the support of our
members. We have had a wonderful 2015/2016 and look
forward to the future.

We play for “The Ada Somerville Trophy” annually, with
the club members deciding which mallet sport will be
used each year as the competition. At present we rotate
between Golf Croquet and Ricochet, should Association
have a revival that would be included for consideration.
Ada’s family travel to Lismore each year to present the
trophy and maintain a contact with the club. Ada was a
Life Member of Lismore Croquet Club and won The
Australian Sports Medal for her services to croquet from
the Australian Government in 2000.
While Golf continues to be the most popular mallet sport
played within the club, Ricochet is gaining in popularity.
Unfortunately Association Croquet is declining all over
the state, players preferring games that are simpler to
learn, accelerating the players ability to join in club
games. We still have a few dedicated players but have not
been able to form a team for Pennants for some time. We
have a “Chocolate Day” monthly, where all players
compete for the best of three games with the prize
being…. You guessed it! A block of chocolate. This
event is hotly contested!
We have divided our Golf Players into two Divisions,
playing as two divisions one week and the next week each
group plays in its own division, This gives all players a
chance to “mix-n-match”.
We compete in the Northern Rivers Croquet Associations
Golf Pennants tournament, playing against Alstonville,
Ballina, Casino and Cherry Street with Lismore being the
winners this year.
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Club House on
Australia Day

Ada Somerville
Trophy

A warm welcome
awaits visitors

Fay Ross
Club Captain
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GATEBALL FUN WEEKEND
AT NEWCASTLE

Country Minded
Party

Election Day 2016 saw the first day of Newcastle’s
Gateball “Fun” weekend, so the theme was “Elections”.
The clubhouse was decorated accordingly and the twentysix entrants were divided into five teams, and rather than
choose a major party we chose obscure parties.
The absentee book was signed, lunch orders were placed in
the “House of Representatives” box and the Raffle tickets
went into the “Senate “ box. We had a “scrutineer” and a
“tally room”. Liberal Paraphernalia was on the right hand
side of the clubhouse, Labor on the left and everything else
was in between.

Mature Australia
Party

The Arts Party members (purple) were Margaret and Jan
from Newcastle, Wendy - Lithgow, Greg - Killara, and Ian
- Jamberoo. Country Minded Party (red) had members
Kerrie, Bev and Ken from Newcastle, Chris - Hurstville,
and Evan - Jamberoo. Mature Australia Party (yellow)
was made up by Judy S, John & Lynne from Newcastle,
John - Hurstville and Sharlene - Jamberoo. Pirate Party
(black) members were Alan and Judy - Newcastle), Bev Young, Clare - Epping and Gai - Jamberoo. The Science
Party (green) boasted Helen & Judy C - Newcastle, Reigh
- Young, Ken - Epping, and Maggi - Lithgow. John from
EDSACC was a late runner and had a game with each
team.
At the end of the first round the Pirates walked the plank.
First placed Arts Party played third placed Science Party,
while second placed Mature Australia Party took on fourth
placed Country Minded Party. The final preferences were
in and Arts had defeated Mature Australia in the final
round 11-8. Sunday was the rotating doubles and six
games were played. Two more players joined in - Enid
from Newcastle and Malcolm from EDSACC. In previous
years a “leader” had won. This year it was a “learner” who
was outright winner being the only player with 6 wins.
Congratulations to Chris T (Hurstville) and also to Greg
(Killara) for second place with 5 wins and 30 nett points.

The Pirate Party

The Science
Party

First prize winner—Chris, and second place—Greg

The Encouragement Prize was awarded to Evan
(Jamberoo). Thank you to all helpers and to all players.
It was a great “fun” weekend!

The Arts Party

Encouragement Prize to Evan

Kerrie Sutherland
Page 10
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OUR YEAR IN REVIEW – MARRICKVILLE
CROQUET CLUB
2015/16 was another successful year for our little club.
Since last year the Club maintained membership numbers
at around thirty which is the same level as 2014/15 where
we had had a significant increase. Each year we get a few
new members and say farewell to others. In August last
year, we farewelled past-president Janet Ryan who moved
to Bathurst. Janet was a long term member of the Club
and had run a number of introductory lesson series
through the University of the Third Age. Janet’s
enthusiasm is sorely missed but will no doubt be
appreciated by the Bathurst Croquet Club.
Members have had great success on the lawns in many
ways! Some members have had social events here where
they enjoy the wonderful amenity of the Club with their
families and friends, all of who leave the Club with a new
appreciation for the pleasure of the game. In August we
welcomed students from the Marrickville High special
needs class visit and play. The day went exceptionally and
this was a great opportunity to engage with and add value
to our local community.

nominated Peter and Rosie (both past members of the
Club) who are NSW and international representative
players, live locally and do a lot to support the
development of croquet in NSW. The inclusion of
croquet players in the Sports Walk of Fame is fitting given
the historical connection of croquet to the park. It is
pleasing that Council has recognised this.
In terms of hard core croquet, what a year!! We hosted
the annual Makara in October for the Gold/Platinum level
players (they are really good) and had great feedback on
the quality of our lawn, thanks again to the then
Marrickville Council. Member Gareth Denyer was part of
a winning doubles team in this event. Gareth also
represented the Club at the NSW Champion of Champions
event at Tempe where he says he learnt a lot! Gareth also
competed in the NSW Men’s Open recently and
progressed to the final rounds. Congratulations Gareth
and we wish him the best of luck (and croquet) at this
year, particularly in representing the Club at the
Champion of Champions.

The club has enjoyed a positive relationship with
Marrickville Council and is appreciative of the support
Council has provided over the years. We look forward to
ensuring a continuation of this positive relationship with
the new Inner West Council. In September the Club
supported the Marrickville Library and History Services
with the Last Stop Marrickville: Creating our suburbs
1895-1935 exhibition. The exhibition traced burgeoning
residential and industrial growth over this period, while
also examining aspects of leisure, the home, sport and
medicine. A number of members attended the opening of
the exhibition where we provided a “pop-up” lawn for
others to try their hand at croquet.
In March the Club opened its doors to the community for
the Council sponsored seniors week Active and Engaged
for an evening of twilight croquet. The weather did not
smile on us for this event but those who attended enjoyed
the experience and some came back for more. The Club
also engaged with Council over the Plan of Management
for Marrickville Park. We had a momentary scare where
we thought we would become the croquet club behind the
public toilet in Marrickville Park. After some grass roots
awareness raising and the development of a high quality
submission to Council common sense has prevailed and
the park plan has little impact on the Club itself.
Interestingly some 60 submissions were received by
council, with 20 of these showing support for the club.
The most popular supportive theme that came through in
the consultation was support for the retention of the
croquet club. This is a reflection not only of the success of
our grass roots campaign but also the fondest the local
community has for the Club.
The Club is pleased that the Sports Walk of Fame, which
is to be part of the new park, will include recognition of
both Peter Landrebe and Rosemary Landrebe The club
CNSW Newsletter September 2016

The “pop-up” lawn

A recent Come and Try Day

Roberta Flint
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GC Selectors 8 Third 11-12 June 2016
This competition was held in fine, chilly
weather at Chatswood, using their newly
-installed Quadway hoops.
It was
structured as a double round-robin, with
7 games on each day, under a 1-hour time limit. The loser
of the toss on day 1 started the game on day 2. Only 7 of
the 56 games did not complete under this time restriction.
The participants were Richard Christian, Ros Johnstone,
Bernie McAlary, Tony McArthur, Liz Montague, Debbie
Morgan, Nerida Taylor, Brenda Wild. They proved to be
well-matched, and the result on the first day was often
reversed on the second (and not as a result of the toss),
and there were many tense struggles. The whole
competition was played in excellent spirit and was most
enjoyable.
Ros Johnstone was the overall winner, with Brenda Wild
the runner-up.
Warm thanks to David Stanton for organising the
competition and setting up the courts, and to Ron
Johnstone for refereeing.
Peter Montague
Deputy Tournament Manage
GC Selectors 8 Second 11-12 June 2016
The entrants in the Second 8 were Peter Coles, Bob
Doepel, Lesley Easton, Greg Freeman, Pam Gentle, David
Hanbidge, Charlie Sharpe, Trevor Thornton..
Winner:
Runner-up:

Charlie Sharpe
Trevor Thornton

No report was supplied.
AC NSW Men’s Open Singles
20-22 June
There was a record number of entrants for this event:
Gerard Barry, John Bartrop, Trevor Bassett, Bill Blowes,
Nick Chapman, Gareth Denyer, Robert Elliott, David
Hanbidge, Simon Hockey, Mike Hughes, Peter Landrebe,
Chris Lavina, John Levick, Dwayne McCormick, Steve
Miles, Peter Montague, Tim Murphy, Stephen Richards,
Ted Salter and Alan Walsh.
There were five initial round robin blocks A to E which
qualified 16 players into the main draw in four round
robin blocks J to M plus a block N. The top two players
from blocks J to M played the main draw knockout.

NSW Bronze Medal
On the weekend of the 2nd/ 3rd July, the Australian Croquet
Association Golf Croquet Bronze Medal was played at
Tempe, and it proved a weekend of major upsets, with the
three bottom seeds in the tournament upstaging their more
qualified rivals to make the finals. The NSW Bronze
Medal is an invitation only event which brings together
the state’s top players, with the winner going on to
represent NSW in the Australian Gold Medal in Perth at
the end of August.
Rapidly improving Nowra player David Hanbidge was a
late inclusion, invited at the last moment to replace Peter
Smith, who withdrew on Friday 1st July. He received his
invitation Friday afternoon and had to be at Tempe to start
play at 8am Saturday. David slotted in as the lowest
seeded player in the competition and said he felt honoured
just to be asked to fill in. The format was two blocks of
four players, with the top two players from each block
proceeding through to semi-finals.
David showed signs early that he was playing well when
he upset the event’s no. 1 seed John Levick in block play.
John later beat Peter Montague to allow David to pass
through to the semi-finals. Trevor Thornton from Port
Macquarie joined David as the qualifiers from block A.
In block B, the upsets continued with the bottom seed in
that block, David Woods from Sutherland, going through
block play undefeated. Steven Harden finished runner-up
in the block, and that pair moved through to Sunday’s
semi-finals.
Sunday’s first semi-final saw a battle of the two Davids,
with David Hanbidge beating David Woods 7/5, 7/5.The
second semi-final was also won in straight games by
Trevor Thornton over State player Steve Harden from
Tamworth.
On super slippery fast greens, the final turned out to be a
thriller. With games locked at one a piece, Trevor looked
like he had the medal in his keeping with a handy 5-2 lead
in the third and deciding game. But David showed great
tenacity to hang-in and won the remaining five hoops in a
row to snatch a 7-5 win.
The result is even more significant, given David only
started playing golf croquet a little over a year ago. He
recently participated in NSW GC development squad
coaching at Tempe run by Peter and Rosie Landrebe and
Alix Verge. He credits the advice and encouragement
from these top players, and coaching from his friend,
former
Australian
representative Max Donati, for
his rapid improvement

The winner was Simon Hockey from South Australia,
the runner up was Trevor Bassett, third was Peter
Landrebe with Stephen Richards in fourth place.
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Margaret Sawers

GOLF CROQUET
CNSW
PENNANTS
PENNANTS
2016
2013

DIVISION 1

Seven teams entered for the 2016 event – but Cammeray
could not field a team – so, the six teams – Canberra,
Nowra, Sutherland, Manly, Killara and Maitland were
able to meet at CNSW Headquarters (Tempe) for a threeday program of play. Prior to the three-day program each
team had played a preliminary match.
Play on the first day (Tuesday) started in perfect weather
(sunshine and not too cool) but then the heavens opened
for considerably heavy showers. This meant the players
moved faster and we finished mid-afternoon. Wednesday
was even worse weatherwise but the players did well in
the conditions.
Last day Thursday was perfect
weatherwise. One of the morning matches stopped at “1
game all” since it made no difference to the team outcome
– and – it meant we could get the players out onto the
lawns for the afternoon matches.
I suppose you want to know the outcome – Canberra took
the title from Maitland who fell by the wayside in their
match with Canberra.
But, as the players all said…..” bring on 2017 Pennants”.
Thanks go to the Referees, who, once again gave their
time and expertise – Lynda Toms (3 days), Wendy
Fothergill ( 2 days), Bill Munns, Ron Johnstone and John
Compton. And yes, thanks to our small band of spectators
(all from Sutherland). Thanks also to Peter Freer et al for
entering the results onto Croquet Scores for all the eager
eyes to keep informed.

DIVISION 2
On Thursday 9 June the four teams, Toronto, Mosman
Blue, Wollongong White and Canberra assembled for
their fight for the Division 2 Golf Croquet Pennants title
for 2016.
Congratulations to the four teams for reaching this stage!!
The Semi-Finals pitted Wollongong White (Maureen
Waters, Joan Christopher, Rin Draisma, Lenora Everton)
against Mosman Blue ( Rob Wright, David Snedden, Lyn
Day, Richard Westgarth) whilst Canberra ( Judy Tier,
Adrienne Fazekas, Andrew Davies, Gerda Lambeck) took
on Toronto ( Ted Lyng, Kevin Parkes, Robert Knox, Chris
Williamson).
The results were Wollongong White defeated Mosman
Blue (2 Matches to 0, 1 drawn, 5 games to 2, 42 hoops to
35) and Canberra defeated Toronto ( 2 Matches to 1, 5
games to 3, 50 hoops to 39).

Andrew and Gerda) defeated Wollongong White
(Maureen, Joan, Rin and Lenora) – 2 Matches to 1, 4
games to 3, 41 hoops to 42. Very close and action
packed!
Well Done Canberra on your win! This means Canberra
has won the 2016 Division 1 and Division 2 GC Pennants.
Thanks once again to the team of Referees – Bev Smith,
Wendy Fothergill, John Compton, Peter Freer and myself.
The players all appreciated playing their matches under
Referee scrutiny and expertise.
Also, we had spectators too!! Thanks for your support of
our teams and our sport.

DIVISION 3
On a beautiful, sunny Thursday 16 June morning the four
semi-finalists, Nowra, EDSACC, Killara and Mosman
White met eager for action in their quest for the 2016
Division 3 Golf Croquet Pennants title.
The semi-finals varied in length between 1 ½ and 4 hours.
Killara (Ann Munro, Sylvia Harrison, Lindsay Munro and
Ron Bradner) played against Nowra (Marie McLean, Bob
Davis, Terry Hoffman and Di Milne) whilst Mosman
White (Di Stafford, Anne De Mestre, John Owen and
Lynn Snedden) took on EDSACC (Sue Yule, Patsy
McCaskie, Peter Holt and Margaret Mellander).
The results were Nowra defeated Killara ( 2 matches to 0,
1 drawn, 5 games to 1, 40 hoops to 28), and EDSACC
defeated Mosman White ( 2 Matches to 1, 5 games to 3,
50 hoops to 47).
So, the Final was between the two Red and White, nonmetropolitan teams - with each match going the full
distance of 3 games. Nowra ( Bob Davis, Graham
Lovell, Terry Hoffman and Di Milne) defeated EDSACC
( Sue Yule, Patsy McCaskie, Peter Holt and Margaret
Mellander) - 3 Matches to 0, 6 games to 3, 54 hoops to 44.
Well done to both teams - you kept the spectators on the
edge of their seats with your close tussle for supremacy.
Great to see the debutante EDSACC perform so well, and
Congratulations to the victors, Nowra, with their keen
team, many of whom had played earlier in the year at the
CNSW Div 3 GC Doubles / Singles hosted by Nowra on
our behalf.
Thanks again to the Referees - Wendy Fothergill, John
Compton, John Eddes, Margaret Sawers and myself.
Another good day’s work!
Robyn Compton
GC Pennants Coordinator
for the CNSW Tournament Committee

This meant Wollongong White played Canberra in the
Final. Canberra’s team (Kate McLoughlin, Adrienne,
CNSW Newsletter September 2016

Page 13

The Silver division had teams from Cammeray,
Chatswood, Killara, Maitland, Manly and Mosman.
Cammeray and Maitland each only lost one match, with
Cammeray taking the title with an 11-4 games margin to
Maitland’s 8-7.

ASSOCUATION CROQUET
PENNANTS
2016

The AC pennants for 2016 attracted entries from sixteen
teams, six each in the Bronze and Silver divisions and two
each in the Gold and Premier divisions. Unfortunately,
one of the Premier division teams, Nowra, was unable to
come up with a team to play Cammeray, so that
competition did not go ahead.
In the Bronze division, there were once again two teams
from Cammeray, plus a team from each of Chatswood,
Killara, Mosman and Strathfield.
Chatswood went
through the season undefeated to win the title, closely
followed by the Cammeray B team, with just the one loss.
Congratulations to Chatswood players Torben Albaek,
Kirt Fanning and Ted Woodley, all relatively new to the
game. Torben played five games, three doubles and two
singles, and won them all. Kirt played three singles
games and won them all, and Ted won four of his five
singles games. Team captain Jan Miley did a good job of
leading her team of relatively new players, and also won
three of her five doubles matches.
For the third year in a row, the second Cammeray team
finished ahead of the first team, much to their delight.
Overall, forty players took part in this competition, which
begs the question “why do we have so much trouble
getting players for events such as the Bronze Singles, the
Bronze Brooch and the Bronze Handicap Singles?”
I would like to see clubs really encouraging their pennants
players to take the next step by entering a Croquet NSW
singles event.

Chatswood

5

0

12

3

Hoops
Again Net
st
202
105
97

Cammeray B

4

1

10

5

174

120

54

Cammeray A

2

3

7

8

146

170

-24

Strathfield

2
2
0

3
3
5

6
6
4

9
9
11

155
116
133

177
189
165

-22
-73
-32

BRONZE

Killara
Mosman

SILVER
Cammeray
Maitland
Mosman
Killara
Manly
Chatswood
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Matches
Games
Wins Losses Wins Losses

Matches
Wins Losses
4
1
4
1
2
3
2
3
2
3
1
4

Games
Wins Losses
11
4
8
7
8
7
7
8
5
10
6
9

For Cammeray, David Surridge played five games, four
singles and one doubles, and won them all. Georgie Ofner
played three games, two doubles and one singles, and won
them all. For Maitland, captain Wal Mills, a relative
newcomer to AC, played five games of singles and won
four of them.
Thirty-six players took part in these games, yet it is almost
impossible to get enough players for CNSW Silver events
(Silver Singles, Silver Doubles, Silver Handicap Singles,
Silver Brooch) to be run. Why is it so?

Only two clubs took part in the Gold division, Cammeray
and Killara. They played a best of three match series,
with Cammeray winning both matches and the title. In
the first match, after decisive wins by Sue Nichols
(Cammeray) in the singles and Peter Montague and Ron
Humpherson (Killara) in the doubles, a tense battle
between Annette du Preez (Cammeray) and Ron Buist
(Killara) resulted in a close win to Annette after the bell.
The return match at Cammeray once again saw Sue
Nichols win comfortably, and Peter Montague outlasted
Steve Miles to leave the singles games at one each. In the
doubles, Annette du Preez and Barbara McDonald had a
very tight golden hoop win to win the match and the title.
David Stanton
CNSW Tournament Committee

For

For
246
190
181
211
202
195

Hoops
Against
187
161
193
220
244
220

GOLD

Matches
Wins Losses

Games
Wins Losses

For

Hoops
Against

Net

Cammeray

2

0

4

2

111

90

21

Killara

0

2

2

4

90

111

-21

Net
59
29
-12
-9
-42
-25
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VISIT THE CNSW

WEB SITE @

http://www.croquet-nsw.org

GC NSW Open Doubles
24-26 June

GC NSW Open Singles
15-17 July

This event attracted seven pairs to do battle: John Bennett
& David Woods, Goffredo Giacomini & John Hastings,
John Levick & Alix Verge, Nerida Taylor & David
Hanbidge, Peter & Liz Montague, Ron Johnstone & John
Cole, Tony McArthur and Brenda Wild.

Entrants: Richard Christian, Peter Freer, Pam Gentle,
Jamie Gumbrell, David Hanbidge, Ron Johnstone, Ros
Johnstone, John Levick, Tony McArthur, Bernie
McAlary, Bill Munns, Alix Verge and David Woods.

Winners: Goffredo Giacomini & John Hastings
Runners-up: John Levick & Alix Verge

CROQUET NSW JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 2016
The CNSW Junior Championship was held at Tempe on
Friday and Saturday 8/9th July. These dates were set in
the middle of the school holidays in an effort to encourage
more school age competitors. There were six competitors
and they played a round robin best- of- three thirteen point
event.
Four of the competitors are in the Under 21 Development
Squad in preparation for selection to play in the World
Under 21 Under 21 Championships next February.
Certain events and practices have been set down for them
to attend so that we can check on their progress. It is
pleasing to see the improvement in their skills and
approach to the game from all of them.
I was really pleased to see two new faces – Bill and Roy
Nelson from Cammeray. I thought they played well and
was impressed with the improvement from both of them
on the second day.
The winner was Jack Williams from Traralgon club in
Victoria who was undefeated over the five rounds and his
handicap triggered to 1. Lana Sexton (Manly) was runner
up with Jamie Gumbrell (Canberra) third on a countback.
Anthony Dask from Elsternwick Victoria was fourth and
Roy and Bill Nelson fifth and sixth. All players certainly
had practice in playing in difficult circumstances. Friday
was wet and cold and Saturday was just cold. At the
conclusion of the competition the development squad
members had a coaching session with Alix Verge, Barb
Piggott and Peter Landrebe. They all found that well
worthwhile.
My thanks to Barb and Bev Smith for refereeing and to
John Eddes for setting up the Croquet Scores on the
computer and Rosie and Peter Landrebe who were the
administrators.
Jacky McDonald
CNSW Director of Junior Croquet

Semi-finalists were David Hanbidge playing John Levick,
and David Woods playing Alix Verge.
Finalists: David Hanbidge and David Woods, with David
Woods taking out the title.

DO IT AGAIN?

WELL.........

In April, the World AC Championships were held at the
National Croquet Center, West Palm Beach, Florida and I
had been appointed Tournament Referee. When appointed
I regarded it as an honour and a privilege. It was a great
experience and one I would recommend to any referee but
what I didn't realise was hard I would have to work.The
work started several months before the Tournament,
seeking referees from around the world. I eventually had
two Americans, a Kiwi, a Pom and Tony Hall, all of
whom were great people to work with.
I ref'd the Qualifying Tournament in the week before the
main event, which was the fun part of the fortnight's
endeavours as quite a few Americans took part. They
play several mallet games – American Rules, GC and,
occasionally, AC, so they tend to get the rules mixed up. I
was asked to watch for a potential double tap in a close
roquet. I asked if the target ball was dead. 'No' was the
reply, so a double tap is not a fault in open play as it is in
GC, so the players had got a bit confused. Three balls on
the boundary line from the corner spot, B, K and Y. 'Ref,
what fault could I make?' I was asked. 'How long have
you got?' I answered. It took some time to get the player
to ask the question in a way that a ref is allowed to
answer, but eventually he asked if he could take croquet
from Y with B. That question I could answer. If only he
had asked if this is a group of balls from which to form a
cannon. Then he would have made a successful next
stroke.
Then there was the player who, at turn 4, found an
opponent ball on the corner spot of B baulk. 'What can I
do here, Ref?' to which the only answer a ref can give is
'You may play your ball from anywhere on A baulk or B
baulk'. He eventually worked out that a cut roquet would
suit his purpose. Ever seen someone take an entitled lift
from C baulk? Neither had I until Florida. He just
thought that playing from a baulk line from corner 2
would be closer to the target than from B baulk, so he did!
Luckily, his opponent thought there was something wrong
and called the ref.
I think they all learned something. I learned that even
aspiring World Championship players don’t know the
Contd on p . 20
laws.
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SAWTELL 68 YEARS
Iris Frazer was awarded Life membership of the Sawtell croquet
Club at the A.G.M. in the year 2000. In 2001 she undertook to
record the history of the club. She spent many hours reading
through the Minutes of meetings held at the club and sorting
through a pile of photographs.
The first page reads as follows
“Croquet in Sawtell was originally played in the backyard of
Mrs Kerr’s home on the corner of 1st Avenue and 11th Avenue.
This was not very satisfactory; the block was very small and on
sloping land.
After negotiating with the shire of the day, half of the present
No. 1 lawn was obtained, the other half being a swamp.
History tells us that on New Year’s Eve in the year of 1947 Mr
Chris McRae, a resident of Sawtell was walking home from a
party and fell into the swamp and drowned.
Many local men volunteered to fill the swamp. One must
remember that this was 1947, World War 2 had just finished
and petrol was still rationed. The volunteers had access to a
horse and dray and made many, many trips to the beach for
sand to fill the swamp.
There were three Norfolk Pines on the half playing lawn, and
the volunteers were told unofficially that if the pines were
removed at night it would be OK. Such a furore ensued.
Remember, only three pines existed, but before peace was
restored at least fifteen different people claimed their fathers
had planted the trees.
At a C.W.A. meeting in 1948 a Mrs. Butler asked if anyone was
interested in playing croquet.
Three ladies responded
Mesdames Kerr, Everingham and Faichney. These ladies were
the foundation members of the Sawtell Croquet Club.”
During the 1950’s the lawn was cared for by volunteers.
Visits were organized between Victoria and West Park Clubs in
Grafton and Port Macquarie Club. These visits were reciprocal
with Sawtell.
The Sawtell Reserve Committee had a large input into what the
Croquet Club was allowed to do e.g. to install a sink in the
clubhouse; paint the clubhouses done by the Reserve Committee;
when town water was connected the club had to pay the princely
sum of £2.0.0 ($4.00) for the piping. In return the Reserve
Committee made available the use of a pump.
The members gave very generously of items to help the club in
its infancy, some of which are still in use. The donated items
included Quoits, a Bell to keep order during meetings, a
Bagatelle, a Hoe, Wash Basin and Stand, First Aid Kit,
Refrigerator and an Official Measure.
Subscriptions were £2.2.0 ($4.20) Affiliation Fees were £1.1.0
($2.10), a set of balls was £9.7.6 ($17.75) and the Croquet
Gazette 10/6 ($1.05). Such was life in the 1950’s.
Some excerpts from the 1960’s, 70’s 80’s and 90’s.
Purchases in the 1960’s included a refrigerator, curtains, folding
chairs, mower, padlock for the storeroom, and new lino.
After 18 years as President Mrs Hutton resigned from that
position. John Smith, who was later to become Mayor of Coffs
Harbour, donated a set of hoops. Mrs Faichney resigned as
Treasurer after 5 years. The bank balance was $72.00 and the
club had a membership of 16.
1972 Correspondence between the club and the Shire council
regarding the construction of a toilet began. The toilets situated
approximately 70 meters away were only open during the
summer holiday period. Alternative toilets were approximately
200 metres away.
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1973 Council advised the Croquet Club that it was to be
relocated. In 1974 the club was notified by Parks and Reserve
Committee that plans for toilets were passed, as had the
application for sewerage and drainage. In 1978 Shire of Coffs
Harbour advised that they would convert the adjacent shower
block and for all Croquet members. Council also advised that
they would provide paint for exterior walls of the clubhouse and
would deliver and spread gravel on the access road. Club dress
became official in 1979. Club dress consisted of white dress,
long or short sleeves, slacks or skirt, white hat, white flat shoes.
Wintertime a white or red cardigan.
1980’s
1981 saw very unseasonable weather with extreme temperatures
and high humidity. A daily roster was organized for watering
the lawn in the hope of saving it.
There were 27 members in 1984 – 8 of whom were new
members. Inclement weather for several weeks did not help the
club finances. Monday was set aside for teaching beginners.
(Even today we have regular coaching sessions on Monday.)
In 1986 the Lawn was repaired and measured to correct size. At
the same time the lawn was cored, rolled and fertilized.
Watering became a necessity owing to extreme heat. The
Annual General Meeting was postponed due to insufficient
nominations. Bank balance was $436. Balls now cost $76 a set.
Membership fees rose to $36. Mid 1986 the Urunga Club was
affiliated with Croquet Players Association of New South Wales
(now CNSW) and their court was officially opened on 21 st June.
Urunga ladies learnt the game at Sawtell under tuition from
Alice Barrett. There was a close association and many visits
between the two clubs.
Pressure for a second lawn began in 1989 by the then President,
Graeme O’Neill. It was continued for many years. Since 1976
council has suggested several times that the club be relocated.
Finally in 1991 it was brought to the members notice that the
club would be eligible for a grant. News from COFFSAC of the
grant of land from the Trustees of the Sawtell Caravan Park. A
dollar for dollar grant of $7000 was also received from
Department of Sport and Recreation.
The second lawn was completed in April 1996. It was agreed
that it should be named the “Leon Adams” lawn. It was
Officially Opened on 2nd November 1996. There were 109
people present including invited guests from Urunga,
Woolgoolga, Port Macquarie and Forster clubs, local politicians,
and Life Members . In January 1998 it was decided to name No
1 Lawn the “Islet Faichney Lawn”. Islet Faichney was the sole
surviving foundation member of the club. The inaugural NSW
Masters Games to be held 31st July to 11th August.
Year 2000. Club funds were being saved for a new clubhouse –
however court maintenance had been neglected. In October the
court 1 was stripped, levelled, and top dressed then re-sown.
February 2001. Our grant applications had been very successful Department of Sport and Recreation $9000 for rebuilding the
Clubhouse,
the
Department of Veteran
Affairs $1832, and Sawtell
RSL an equipment grant
for $250.

Contd p. 17
The old clubhouse and President Ross
Williams pictured with Betty Sara, left and
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During the last week of September the old clubhouse was
demolished. With some professional help and many hours of
volunteer work we were able to celebrate Melbourne Cup day in
the new clubhouse. The Official opening of the new clubhouse

did not take place until February 6th. The Official Guests
included Member for Cowper Luke Hartsuyker, who
presented the Australian Flag to the club; Coffs Harbour
Mayor Jenny Bonfield who cut a large red ribbon, and
members from Port Macquarie, Urunga and Woolgoolga
clubs. The day was marred by torrential rain – in fact the
water was ankle deep across both lawns. The rain had
eased enough for all to adjourn to the Sawtell Bowling
Club where a buffet lunch was served. The Sawtell
Bowling Club was very generous in allowing us the use of
their kitchen and dining room.
December – once again good news, NSW Department of
Sport and Recreation approved a grant of $5000 for an
Automated Recycled Watering System. In April 2002, 35
members were at the christening of the watering system
with finger food and drinks. A thank you to all the
husbands of members who had given their time during the
installation. Some 200 hours in 10 days, a sterling effort.
Reconstruction of Court 2 should proceed in September/
October.
The first years of the new century were full of activity and
improvements to the club. Come and try days were
organised and social groups were playing. Membership
continued to increase. We started playing Golf croquet on
a regular basis. Jenny Arnold became coach.

2004. Fun days continue on each Public Holiday. The
first for the year being part of the Sawtell New Years Day
Carnival. Australia Day is celebrated with an Aussie
theme of green and gold, or red, white and blue. Ross
Williams' famous pies being the fare for the day. Easter
and Melbourne Cup days are a chance for a hat parade,
and Queens Birthday is a time for “honours”.
2008. We celebrated our 60th Birthday by holding our
first ever Carnival - six days of Croquet. three days of
Golf Croquet – six blocks of six players playing both
Doubles and Singles. A Birthday Luncheon, held at the
Sawtell Golf Club on Monday 15th September. Followed
by three days of Association Croquet – three blocks of six
players. Players came from Lismore to the north,
Jamberoo to the south and Dubbo to the West. This year
we will hold our 9th annual carnival – Golf Croquet in
August and AC in October. Unfortunately the 2010 GC
carnival was a wash out – but our carnivals continue to be
popular and well supported.

The Monthly Mallet competition was commenced in
February 2009. Noel Harders who was awarded Life
Membership in 1998 was unable to attend the 60th
Birthday celebrations. He remembered the occasion by
presenting the club with two brooches, a gold and a silver
mallet. Hence the Monthly Mallet was commenced; the
Gold Mallet for Association and the Silver for Golf
croquet.
first three months of the year 2009 saw record rainfall in
the Coffs Harbour area. March 31 saw a torrential
downpour coincide with a king tide and all of Coffs

Harbour and Sawtell were awash. On 1st April it was discovered
that at the height of the storm some 450ml or 18 inches of water
had poured down the hill of the caravan park and through the

clubhouse, and equipment shed. Fortunately most of the
equipment survived but the clubhouse and equipment shed
had to be re-lined.

The President’s Report noted a total of 86 members – 43
playing Golf and 43 playing Association; with a number
playing both codes.
As a result of the floods earlier in the year the courts were
in a fairly sorry condition. The recycled watering system
was upgraded Working Bees were organised and many
members took part. Today we are often told that our
courts are some of the best anywhere.
Our club continues to grow and there is a small but
enthusiastic group who travel to other carnivals.
Throughout its history Sawtell has always been well
represented at events run by other clubs and CNSW.
Our plan now is to build a third court. After over two
years of negotiations and grant applications we now have
the “rubber stamp” and the money to start work early
next year. With over 100 members we are one of the
largest clubs in NSW. We play golf Croquet on three
days a week, AC on two days, and Ricochet on Friday. A
busy but happy and friendly club. “Sunny Sawtell”.

The Birthday Luncheon saw a crowd of almost 100 enjoy
a Roast meal at the Sawtell Golf Club. Life Member Iris
Frazer acted as MC for the day. During the luncheon Life
membership was awarded to June Stack – June has been a
member of the club for 10 years and has held office or
been on the committee for most of that time. Members’
commitment to the club is ongoing.
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THE UK SENIORS AC HANDICAP, JULY 2016
SUSSEX CROQUET CLUB, SOUTHWICK,
Sometime after my wife, Alison, had organised for us to
visit family in the UK summer, I was reminded that
croquet is in full swing there at that time of the year and
that I should try and enter a competition or two. Had I
realised before that our Australian membership gave us
temporary affiliation in England, I would have taken extra
interest in the holiday planning and would have negotiated
more strongly for croquet sorties. Indeed, on looking at
the competition schedule, it seemed like I’d left it all too
late. However, luck was hugely on my side; not only was
the UK Seniors AC Hanidcap being played just down the
road from where we were staying in Brighton, my
advanced years qualified me for entry!
Incredibly, I grew up just a couple of miles from the
stunning Southwick club, but never knew of its existence;
its expanse of finely manicured lawns being hidden
behind imposing flint walls.
And what a croquet
wonderland it is - twelve courts made from putting-green
standard bent grass and each sporting custom flags and
privately sponsored hoops (yes, even the centre pegs are
loved by someone!). The clubhouse has a cosy bar
serving real beer (warm, still and flavoursome!) and a
restaurant standard kitchen. The ladies changing room
(and don’t ask me how I know this) has a large dressing
table with the sort of paraphernalia normally seen
adorning an opera company’s prima donna. I was mildly
disappointed not to find large armchairs and smoking
jackets in the Gents.
There were plenty of entrants for the competition with
handicaps from -1 to +12. This turns out to be typical in
the UK. They take their handicap play seriously, with the
result that players are very knowledgeable on the correct
use of bisques. I soon learned (and almost to my
immediate cost) that players do not “go to bed with their
bisques” and invariably spend two bisques to lay out a
four-ball break right at the start. As the giver of bisques,
it is common to walk on the lawn for your third shot
already 12 hoops in arrears!
Other cultural differences soon emerged. They wear
whites religiously. This could have caught me out as I
hadn’t taken any. But, fortunately, I’d visited the club a
fortnight before to watch a major GC competition and had
taken note of what appeared to be a huge flock of swans
over all the lawns. I am normally not a great fan of
whites, feeling, like most of my friends in the game, that it
creates an unnecessarily starchy image. However, I must
admit that swaggering around in my hastily purchased
soccer/tennis hybrid kit, I felt more like Cristiano Ronaldo
than Aunt Maud.

responsibility for collecting and presenting them to the
receiver. At least it wasn’t necessary to do this on bended
knee.
At the end of my first game I went in search of my victim
for a signature on my card, but was told that they are left
to their own devices to record results, something which
seems sensible, especially if the data is being recorded
electronically anyway. Fortunately, I was already aware of
the most important cultural nicety: the winner buys the
drinks – and a drink is always expected to be consumed,
even after the early match! So on days with four games,
one either ends up rather poor or rather wobbly.
Luckily I managed to win every game of the knockout
phase, taking me into a final with fellow Aussie, David
Wise, from South Australia. The locals were confused as
to who to support – my “Sussex accent with an Aussie
twang” could have been taken either way. Anxious to
know if I considered myself to be a Pom or an Aussie, I
was subjected to the Norman Tebbit test which revolves
around describing the emotions I experience on seeing
Aussie stumps flying in the cricket. In the end, this
interrogation was all rather moot, since the crowd for the
final was literally two – and one of those was a tennis
player who was retrieving a ball that had been knocked
over the wall.
I went into the final with 3 bisques on David and I made a
bright start, using one to take my first ball to
peg. However, having broken down whilst taking my
second ball around, I then nearly threw it all away by not
taking another bisque to continue. This let David in to
take his ball around and peg me out! Fortunately for me,
he broke down just before this happened and I did not
make the same mistake twice!
It was a great honour to be presented with the trophy (The
Quiller Cup) by Peter Death on behalf of the UK Croquet
Association. Although I was not allowed to bring the cup
home, I was permitted some time for a couple of selfies
(well, before it started to rain whence I was told to bring it
back indoors!). I did think of burning the centre peg
extension to make some ceremonial ashes but figured that
that might be best done when I win the UK Open at
Hurlingham one day.
I would recommend the experience of playing in the UK
to all. The club were incredibly hospitable and generous –
keeping my family and curious friends supplied with
endless cups of tea and Pimms. Indeed, I have learned a
very important lesson from the experience: when you go
on holiday, make sure you get the croquet planned out
FIRST!

Something which did cause some embarrassment,
however, was that I did not realise that they expect players
to provide their own timers. Thankfully, my opponent
seemed to be happy to use the stopwatch on my
iPhone. He was less happy, however, with the fact that I
did not arrive prepared with his bisques; another local
custom being that the giver of the sticks needs to take
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CNSW Newsletter September 2016

Gareth Denyer
Marrickville Croquet
Club

OFFICIAL RULINGS
Applying to
WCF Golf Croquet Rules of 2013
Released 1 January 2015, updated 1 January 2016.
OR 1.1 When applying Rule 1(f) in a handicap game, any extra turns used during play for, and which includes, the
running of hoops out of order shall be restored. Time, in a time limited game, will not be restored in such circumstances.
OR 5.1 If, in all of the first four turns of a game, the balls are played in the sequence given by Rule 1(e), but by the
opponent (s) of the balls’ owner(s), then the first four turns stand and, for the remainder of the match, the ownership of
the balls is as played in those first four turns.
OR 5.2 Unless OR 5.1 applies, if the fourth ball played is a wrong ball and play is stopped immediately then Rule 5(f) is
applied. Any wrong ball play discovered from the fifth turn onwards is dealt with using Rule 11.
OR 7.1 When applying Rule 7(f), if a ball jams in a hoop above another ball already in the hoop, replaying the turn is
the only option available once the equipment has been checked and reset or replaced.
OR 7.2 If a ball is resting in a hoop before it becomes the hoop in order, when applying Rules 7(a) and 7(c), the hoop
only needs to be the correct hoop in order immediately before a ball completes the running of it.
OR 8.1 Players are not permitted to refer to printed, handwritten or other prepared material during a match, except for
the purpose of clarifying the rules that apply to a circumstance that has arisen.
OR 8.2 The words ‘off the court’ in Rule 8(e) should be interpreted as “outside the game”.
OR 9.1 Rule 9(h) should be interpreted as if it read: “If any ball makes contact with a scoring clip attached to a hoop,
Rules 9(i) and 9(k) do not apply and all balls are left where they come to rest. No hoop point may be scored for the
striker’s side in such a stroke.”
OR 9.2 For the purposes of Rule 9(b), an immoveable outside agency on the court (e.g. a sprinkler head) is to be treated
as damage that cannot be repaired.
OR 10.1 If a player with an offside ball plays before a direction under Rule 10(c)(1) is given, that player is not entitled
to subsequently rule on an opponent's offside ball. (see 1st and 3rd sentences of Rule 10(c)(2).)
OR 12.1 Rule 12(c)(4) is to be interpreted as if the following sentence were appended to the end of the Rule: "When a
side loses its next turn, it is deemed to have been played with the ball of the side which would have followed the ball
played immediately before the turn to be lost. If the side would have been entitled to play either ball of the side under
Rule 11, it must nominate which ball is deemed to have been played.
OR 14.1 Deliberately committing a striking or non-striking fault is an example of unacceptable behaviour under Rule 14
(a).
OR 14.2 The underlying principle of Rule 14(a)(7) extends to the deliberate or repeated playing of an opponent's ball, or
to playing two or more turns in succession, or pretending to play a stroke so as to induce the opponent(s) to play two or
more turns in succession.
OR 14.3 Rule 14(a)(8) is to be interpreted as though the words “or other justifiable delay applies.” is added to the last
sentence.
OR 15.1 If a situation does not appear to be adequately covered in the rules, or their interpretation appears to be
uncertain, the issue shall be decided by the referee or, in the absence of a referee, by the players in a manner which best
meets the justice of the case.
OR 15.2 Where a stroke that may produce a fault is to be played the striker should first request a referee or the opponent
to watch the stroke. If the striker does not make the request, the opponent may forestall play and ask for the stroke to be
watched.
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NOWRA HOSTS INAUGURAL N.S.W.
RICOCHET CARNIVAL
On Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July, under wintery
conditions eighteen players from Port Hacking, Killara,
Marrickville, Sutherland, Mt.Sugarloaf, Nelson Bay and
Nowra contested the doubles event. The winners were
late replacements David Hanbidge and Judith Ramadge
of Nowra and runners up Roberta Flint and Charles
Britton of Marrickville. President of CNSW Tony
McArthur also complemented Nowra Club Captain,
Margaret Sawers, and the club on its achievement (all
photos will be available at Nowracroquetclub.com )

Club member Ann Worrall with
some intense players

Possibly a little more Yapping
than playing!!

Narrative and Photos
courtesy
Margaret Sawers
Winners with Margaret Sawers

     
Contd from p. 15
and

the runners-up Roberta Flint &
Charles Briton

Tony McArthur thanks the
Club and participants

From a straight Law-interpretation viewpoint the
Championship itself was easier, but there were other
difficulties. USCA had not provided trained, competent
hoop-setting teams, so that required the referees to turn up
soon after 7 am each morning to set the hoops, otherwise
play wouldn't have been able to start until well into the
day. The soil at the NCC is very fine sand so has little
holding power, therefore Superhoops were used. These
have 12” carrots with four 10” flanges on each leg. They
have to be hammered in with a 5 kilo sledgehammer. The
hoops were set at “the largest axis of the largest ball on
the lawn plus 1/64 of an inch”, or 0.4 mm. As Dawson
balls may not be all perfectly spherical, we had to find the
largest ball, spin it to find the largest axis and set a clamp
at that width plus 0.4 mm. This meant a slight stretch to
the hoop width and led to some of them springing back to
their natural width, i.e. too tight, during the day's play and
jamming a ball.
Who had to get them out, reset them and use the .
sledgehammer? The referees! Not what we thought we
would have to do when we had all volunteered our time.

FRIENDS OF CALLALA RETURN
On Friday July 22nd 2016 14 members of the friends of
Callala enjoyed a morning of golf croquet at Nowra
Croquet club. The visitors were welcomed to the club by
club members Ann and Wayne Worrall, Graeme Lovell,
Wendy Wade and Margaret Sawers. There was a lot of
laughter and friendly banter as players learned basics and
were taught the tactics of this great game.

The days stared early and often ran until 8.30 at night, so
sleep and eat was about all there was time for. Is there a
beach at Palm Beach, Florida? Yes, but I only saw it
flying in and flying out. Would I do it again? Definitely,
to see some really good croquet, particularly Stephen
Mulliner coming back from two games down to win the
World Championship with a triple peel in Game 5, or to
watch Reg Bamford completing a sextuple peel. It was a
great and educational fortnight.

From left to right
Howard Duncan, John
Wright, Allan McLennan, Jan
Wright, Bill Price, Ann
Worrall, Barb Price, Sue
Castle, Graeme Lovell,
Margaret Duncan, Lorraine
Taylor, Wayne Worrall, Gail
Barker and Bruce Barker
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"How many refs
does it take to fix a
hoop?"

Stephen Howes

