CROQUET NSW Inc.
The Golf Croquet GC State team will be
competing in the Inter-State Shield in
Brisbane (September 6-10) as this issue
goes to press.
We wish them all good fortune in the
battles they face and hope to see them
bring home the shield.
The Coveted Shield
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Opening of New Independent Lawn in the Blue Mountains
Saturday the 1st of April was an historic day for the Blue
Mountains Croquet Club. That was our “big day” - the
day of the Opening Ceremony of our “New Independent
Lawn”.
For some time, the Club, based at Blackheath since 2005,
had known that it had to move a find a new home. In
2015 the “Peter Carroll Field” at Leura had been selected.
Initially two Croquet lawns were marked out and
established on the outer part of the oval. There, we
would share the facilities at “Peter Carroll Field” with the
Blue Mountains Cricket Association. This arrangement is
fine during the year until the Cricket season commences.
Then, of course, the cricketers will use the oval on
Saturdays. Therefore, to secure a future at that location
it was decided that a lawn, independent of the oval, was
needed to enable Croquet to be played on Saturdays
during the cricket season. After many meetings and
discussions and months of hard work, the final goal was
accomplished in early 2017 in the creation of a full sized
Croquet lawn within the park but not on the oval – hence
an “Independent Lawn”.

Back row: Peter Montague, Trevor Black, Peter Freer (Capt), David Hanbidge, John Levick
Front Row: Lesley Easton, Liz Montague, Barb Piggott, Ros Johnstone, Pauline Markwell

The Opening ceremony was attended by the local
member of State Parliament, representatives of the local
council, and Croquet NSW, other invited guests as well as
members of the Club. We were very pleased to have the
presence of Mr John Eddes of Croquet NSW who had the
honour of opening the new lawn by cutting the ribbon

Cartoon Courtesy Peter Freer
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After the speeches and ribbon cutting formalities were
concluded everyone adjourned to our new spacious
clubhouse for a special morning tea. At the morning tea
Vice
President
John
Siccardi was presented
with a special award for
“Outstanding Service” to
the Club. John, as well as
being one of the driving
forces behind this project,
was the chief overseer and
supervisor
of
the
construction of the lawn –
doing much of the work
himself, assisted by various volunteers. Also presented
with an award for “Outstanding Service” to the Club was
Treasurer Gail Siccardi, who has worked tirelessly to
shepherd the Club through a period of transition.
The final result on the
1st of April was a new
lawn with brand new
hoops, peg and balls,
quite resplendent in
sunshine in the midst
of a protracted period
of wet weather! A thoroughly enjoyable time was had
by all who were present at this special occasion. It truly
was a day of celebration, filled with a very real sense of
optimism for the Club’s future at its new home.
Adrian Rowland
President
Blue Mountains Croquet Club.

Croquet NSW Inc is located at Mackey Park, Marrickville, Sydney

Postal address: PO Box 5096 Marrickville NSW 1475 • Phone: (02) 9559 6073 • Email: newsletter@croquet-nsw.org

From the Chairman of the
Board

From the Editor

The 2017 AGM was held at Tempe on
Saturday 18 August amidst a buzz of activity.
A large contingent of Delegates attended,
the largest rollup for an AGM for some time.
Four Board positions were to be contested by 6
candidates .
The Board now stands as Nerida Taylor- Chair, Steve
Thornton- Secretary, John Eddes- Treasurer and Brenda
Wild and Tricia Vierra- Directors. Tricia starts year 2 of
her two year appointment, John Eddes and Steve
Thornton will serve a final 2 year Board term, Brenda and
I are appointed for two years with the option to stand
again for two further terms.
There were two other nominees for the four positions,
Peter Martin and Rob Elliott. Both expressed a passion to
work on specific areas of interest- Peter, to work with
small and struggling Clubs, helping them to build their
Club membership, liaise more effectively within their
community and achieve greater success in their funding
and grants applications. Rob is keen to unravel the
complexities surrounding our occupation of Tempe,
formal lease arrangement, informal arrangements, land
zoning(s) and restrictions and/or opportunities associated
with such. This is an indication only of the body of work
to be done and the subsequent decisions to be made.
Both Rob and Peter were asked by the Board to fill
Appointed Director positions. In ensuing discussion about
the scope of Board responsibilities, both wished to
primarily direct their energies into their specific areas of
interest. The Board’s modis operandi, and its need for
accountability was viewed as constraining and both
opted not to join the Board. Rob remains interested in
continuing work on the resolution of Tempe in a different
capacity.
A warm thanks to all those persons who re-nominated, or
who are newly appointed, to the various CNSW roles and
Committees. Your efforts and dedication underpin the
operation of our sport in NSW. Thanks also to those
Delegates who participated in the discussion forum after
the AGM. There were clear messages which will be
addressed. Summaries are elsewhere (Thanks to Roberta
Flint and Steve Thornton).

Here we are again with another Newsletter
filling up with stories from clubs as well as more
general matters.
Only a very few clubs sent club reports this time, so
thanks to Lismore and Toronto, as well as some joint
articles from Mid North Coast Clubs (Forster, Gloucester,
Port Macquarie and Taree) as well as the 3WAY group
(Wodonga, Walla Walla, Wagga Wagga, Albury and
Young).

Marking Critical Balls
A ball is in a critical position if a small movement in its position affects the game significantly. For example, if a ball has
an angled shot at its next hoop, moving the ball slightly sideways can make the hoop attempt impossible if moved one
way, or easy if moved the other way. In both cases the game has been affected unfairly. Other cases are if a ball is
wired, or almost wired, from another ball; or if a ball is near a corner the rush line can be changed if another ball is
rushed into the corner. Another case is a shot hampered by a hoop, where a small movement can make the shot easy
or extremely difficult.
Because a small move makes a difference, it is important to mark the ball precisely so it can be replaced accurately.
Marking has three requirements: accuracy of replacement, avoidance of the player’s stance, and reasonable speed of
replacement.
The recommended method of marking a ball uses lines from hoop legs through the ball centre. X indicates markers.

There are quite a few good reports from various
competitions. In particular, the Pennants Reports in both
AC and GC make a good read. In fact, I think this issue is
one of the best in recent times as regards having reports
on both AC and GC events. Gareth Denyer has a message
re Handicapping and Neil Hardie has provided another
good AC coaching note.
As CNSW held its Annual General Meeting earlier than
usual, there is a report in this issue. Congratulations to
those who were appointed as Directors on the day,
Nerida, Steve, John, Tricia and Brenda. We wish them
well in their endeavours in the year ahead.
I would like to acknowledge here those who retired at
this meeting—Peter Coles, Jim Nicholls and John
Compton. .John Levick had resigned earlier. Much good
work was done in the past year and we thank you for all
your efforts on behalf of Croquet NSW.

In Fig 1, we place markers along a line from the hoop leg through the centre of the ball. In Fig 2, we supplement this
with two makers across the centre of the ball.
I sometimes use an alternative method of marking. This uses two factors: two markers across the ball centre,
reasonably close and placed equidistant, and a third marker along the most critical line for the given position. Thus, for
an angled hoop shot, we place two markers (a and b) at right angles to the line of shot (that keeps them away from the
player’s feet), and a third marker (c) along the line which the ball would need to travel.

I look forward to your contributions for the next issue of
the Newsletter.
Enjoy the beginning of spring!
Wendy Fothergill
newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
Closing date for the next issue: Friday 24 November
2017

Markers a and b fix the distance of the ball from the hoop; marker c shows the critical line – the line which determines
the difficulty of the shot.
Similarly for a hampered shot: two markers across the centre give the distance of the ball from the plane of the hoop
which hampers the shot, while a marker from the ball centre along the outside of the hoop leg shows the direction the
mallet must travel to hit the ball cleanly.

As the new Chair, I welcome the opportunity to work
with my fellow Board members, Appointed Officers and
the broader croquet community. Our croquet community
has diverse and disparate views like any organization. Our
strength is our shared passion for our sport and our
interest in ensuring its sustainability. This will be the glue
that enables us to work together and be effective in the
coming year.
Nerida Taylor
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MARKING BALLS IN ASSOCIATION CROQUET
Neil Hardie

There are two situations when we mark one or more balls in croquet:
When a ball from another (double-banked) game is in the way of our shot.
When a fault may be committed, and the balls may have to be replaced in their original position.
Double-banked games
If you are playing in a double-banked game, it often occurs that a ball from the other game is in the way of your shot.
You should take precautions even if the ball is off the direct line, as your shot may be inaccurate. It is always better to
mark such a ball than to have to deal with the consequences of colliding with it (there is an article on the CNSW website
under ‘referees’ which deals with the procedure - which is quite complicated - if you do collide with such a ball).
Before you mark such a ball you must get the agreement of the player from the other game. You call out their name
and ask ‘Can I mark white?’ before you move the ball. Often the player is about to move the ball in question, and then it
is best to wait until that happens. Never move a ball without asking the player – it is possible that the ball has been
carefully wired, or has been placed in a very specific position. Once the agreement of the player has been given you
mark the ball carefully and put it in a position which is clearly not its original position – e.g. in the jaws of a hoop, or
against the peg, or off the lawn. If you just move it a few feet sideways, it is not clear if the ball has been replaced or
not; and you may forget to put the ball back after you have played your shot.
It is very discourteous to forget to replace the ball – make that a priority as soon as you have played your shot (unless it
is still in the way).
Usually the ball to be moved is in the middle of the lawn, and it can be marked with a single marker (see below for
marking non-critical balls).
If the ball which is in your way is in a critical position – near a hoop, or just outside a corner – then you need to be very
cautious about moving it. It is much better to let the other player continue playing and play the ball, even if this takes a
couple of minutes longer. If this situation occurs in a serious tournament with a referee, the referee must agree to the
ball being marked and moved. If you are marking a critical ball, then this must be done with care and accuracy (see
below – marking critical balls).
Marking balls because of a possible fault
When a fault may be committed in a shot – for example a double tap, or the ball bounces back onto your foot, or you
rest the mallet on your knee – the player should call a referee or the opponent to watch the shot. The first thing this
observer should do is to mark any balls which might be affected by the shot, because if the shot is a fault, then the
opponent has the choice of leaving them as they lie, or replacing them in the positions they had before the shot was
played. In order to replace the balls, you have to know where they were. As the shot played was obviously a difficult
one (players don’t commit faults with easy shots), it is important that the balls be replaced accurately so that the shot is
not made easier or more difficult.
Remember that you must mark not only the striker’s ball, but any ball it may hit in the course of its shot – such as a
received ball on the other side of the hoop, or a ball on the playing side of the hoop that may be struck when the
striker’s ball bounces off the hoop. This is because if the shot is a fault, and the opponent decides to replace the balls in
their original position, this applies to all the balls that were moved by the shot, not just the striker ball. These balls are
usually non-critical, and can be marked with a single marker.
Marking Non-Critical Balls
The best way to do this is to line the ball up with a nearby hoop or peg, and place a marker behind the ball along this
line, and then take the ball away. It is not a good idea to lift the ball and put a marker underneath the centre. This is less
accurate, and can also lead to problems if you are distracted after lifting the ball but before you put the marker down.
However, if you are using the preferred procedure of lining the ball up with a hoop or peg, do remember what you have
used for the line-up.

THE SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING AND
2017 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 19th August was a big day for CNSW Directors and Club Delegates.
Before the Special General Meeting the Outgoing Board met and by virtue of clause 14.1.g of the Constitution agreed
that the number of Directors should remain at 7 following the AGM. This allows a continuation of the 3:4:3:4 retirement
of Directors.
The Special General Meeting was attended by 4 Directors and 31 Delegates and chaired by John Compton. After
opening the meeting at 10:45am, John advised the assembly that after receiving advice, the Board had decided to
withdraw all the Notices of Motion, and as there was no business to discuss closed the meeting at 10:55am.
The Annual General Meeting was chaired by John Compton who declared a quorum at 11:05am and opened the
meeting. The minutes of last year’s AGM and the various reports were accepted, noting the need for the appointment
of an Auditor, and the meeting progressed to the elections. John Eddes, Nerida Taylor, Steve Thornton and Brenda Wild
were elected as Directors and Neil Hardie re-elected as State Director of AC Refereeing. Other Elected Officers are midterm. Following a review of the Appointed Officers and Committees, the Chair closed the meeting at 12:00pm.
After the AGM, Tricia Vierra chaired a discussion forum where a number of topics were covered including appointment
of a Sports Development Officer, assistance for Clubs applying for grants, Regional Coordinators and having a young
person looking at Social Media Development.
Following the Discussion session, the Incoming Board met and the Directors chose Nerida Taylor as the Chair and
confirmed John Eddes as Treasurer and Steve Thornton as Secretary. Also considered was the process for filling the two
casual vacancies for Directors as soon as is practical and possible.
The day concluded at 3:45pm
Steve Thornton
Secretary
Members of the New Board
(two remain to be elected)

Back: Steve Thornton, Brenda Wild, John Eddes
Front: Tricia Vierra, Nerida Taylor

(Photo courtesy Roberta Flint)
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REFLECTIONS OF A DELEGATE
I thought I would share my reflections on the CNSW
meeting and discussions held yesterday, Saturday 19
August. I attended the meetings as the Delegate for
Marrickville Croquet Club. Despite an "unusual" lead up
to the meetings there was a positive and collaborative
feel to the day, which was most welcome. In particular
there was positive feedback regarding the information
that flows through our FB group and page and some
members interest in how to broaden engagement in
these on line discussions, hence me sharing my
reflections of the day here on FB.
At the end of the forum participants were asked for a
word or two that could form a focus for the year. We
came up with a few, all starting with the letter C which I
use here to sum up more broadly.
Constitution - the motions to the SGM were withdrawn
with a view to a broader review to neaten up the
Constitution where there is ambiguity and address other
minor elements, including one about the requirements re
an annual audit. The Board was been asked to ensure
there was consultation on any significant change if the
need for any became apparent. This made the SGM very
short and we all know a short meeting is a good meeting!
Communication/consultation - better communication
was an underlying theme which is not surprising as
effective communication is fundamental to any group
endeavour. There was some discussion about a need for

better consultation with clubs on some specific things as
well as general discussion re the newsletter, website and
Facebook page and discussion group.
Coinage / cash — keeping CNSW sustainable and looking
for other opportunities to promote the sport, both
through Board activity and through information flows to
Clubs to support their activities. There was discussion of
the need to engage with locally elected government reps
(local, state and federal) as they will keep clubs
connected with information on grant opportunities (they
like to have good news in their electorates!).
Contribute 4 connectivity - this last "C" came from
Wendy's plea for more contributions to the newsletter (I
have expanded it here). It is also an extension on the
theme of improving communication. To me, it is only
through both Club and individual member contributions
that CNSW is viable. I guess the move to identify regional
coordinators to promote better links falls under this
notion as well (apparently not all regions have had
someone identified for this role as yet). There are always
lots of ideas about what the Board could/should do but
to me the real question is what do we all do to connect
and contribute to make things happen?
We are all CNSW, the Board itself is only one part of the
CNSW croquet family. How can we all better support and
contribute to the promotion of croquet in NSW?

AC Champion of Champions
28-30 July 2017

A Message from the State Handicapper

The entrants were: Jim Nicholls, Mike Hughes, John
Levick, Ted Griffin, John Eddes, Alison Sharpe, Nick
Chapman, Gareth Denyer, and David Hanbidge.
Nick and Jim proceeded to the semi-finals, with John
Levick, Alison, Mike and David contesting preliminary
finals. Nick then met John Levick and David met Jim in
the semis. The final was between Nick and Jim, with Nick
Chapman the victor.
The Plate was won by Alison Sharpe, with Mike Hughes
runner-up.

AC Bronze Brooch
31 July—2 August
The field comprised Ralph Richardson, Ian Lucas, Graham
Maynard, Bernie Gibson, Ralda Kirton, Marg O’Brien,
Glenda Chaplyn, David Gibson, Norman Fisher, Sue
Eldridge-Smith and Lucy Rees. This was payed in two
blocks. The final was between Ian Lucas and Glenda
Chaplyn, winner s of their respective blocks.
Winner of the Brooch: Ian Lucas.

I wonder if others may like to share their reflections?
Roberta Flint

AC Selectors’ First 8
5-6 August
The event attracted a field of eight players: Alan Walsh,
Tim Murphy, Alan Honey, Gareth Denyer, Mike Hughes,
Tony Hall, Robert Elliott and John Bartrop.
Winner: Alan Walsh
Runner-up: Alan Honey
AC Selectors’ Second 8
5-6 August
This event was played in two blocks initially at Forster
Club.
The contestants were Bill Blowes, Barbara McTiernan,
Steve Miles and Barb Piggott in Blue Block.
Larry Bryant, Pam Gentle, Stephen Howes and Barbara
McDonald in Red Block.
The final was between Bill Blowes and Steve Miles, with
Bill the winner.
The Plate was between Barb Piggott and Barbara
McTiernan, with Barbara McTiernan the victor.

What would be your caption for the photo of the delegates at the AGM?

1.
How best to get players to engage with the new
features?
We are encouraging members to take responsibility for
keeping their handicap information up to date in the
main CNSW database. As you know, members can now
use their email address to log in to the database from the
CNSW web page. If they forget their password (and let’s
face it we all do!!) there is a simple and safe way of retrieving it.
Although we’re aware that some folk don’t engage with
email, the more people we can get to submit this contact
information the better, as otherwise the burden is on
other people (club secretary, tournament managers, etc)
to update the information.
As a further incentive for players to start engaging with
the database, we will shortly have a new system for tournament entry which will require registration using email
addresses.
2. Updating to the new GC indexes
One target for me is to ensure that all the active GC players have updated their indexes to the system that was
introduced in April of this year. Players with indices under
1000 are likely to have not done this.
3. Legacy AC handicaps
A few players have AC handicaps that either appear to be
out-of-date or have no index. The combination of handicap and index act as good cross-checks for each other and the new system ensures that they are compatible. I’ve flagged the ones that don’t look current since
part of the aim of my spring clean is to remove information about players that are no longer active in a particular
code. I suspect that several folk have stopped playing AC,
for example.
Of course, I appreciate that it is not necessary to update
handicap information for folk that never play in tournaments, but the central database does serve as a 'Single
Source of Truth', not just for CNSW but also for clubs – so
the more players that engage with it, the better for the
Secretaries. (Hurray for that!!).
Anyway, please let me know if you have any suggestions
for how we can increase member engagement with the
database and make the database work well for all Club
Secretaries.
All the best

Photo courtesy Peter Freer
VISIT THE CNSW
WEB SITE @

http://www.croquet-nsw.org
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Well done to all AC players who have been
involved in these events.
CNSW Newsletter September 2017

Gareth Denyer
gareth.denyer@sydney.edu.au
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NSW Golf Croquet Gold Brooch Event
28-30 August 2017
Host Club: Nelson Bay Croquet Club

LISMORE RICOCHET DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP

Tournament Manager: Linda Butler

Nelson Bay was a welcoming
venue

Tournament Referee: Margaret Thompson, assisted by
Helen Chalmers and Peter Smith
Entries: Fourteen teams entered the tournament, but
there were two late withdrawals due to injury and ill
health. The competitors came from Nelson Bay (3),
Maitland (6), Toronto (3), Sutherland (3), Mt Sugarloaf
(1), Port Hacking (2), EDSACC (1), Canberra (2), Branxton
(1), Sydney (1), and RSGC (1).
The competition was conducted as a round robin
tournament in a single block, with each team playing all
other teams once. Games were untimed, and 20 sessions
were conducted over three days.
Winners:

Runners-up Marie Synott and Rita Cole finished only one
game behind the leaders and indeed came within one
hoop of winning the championship. Cole’s performance
demonstrated that she is well on the way back to first
class playing following her enforced absence from the
lawns. As always, the elegance of Synott’s strokes
concealed a merciless tactical mind which was put to
considerable use throughout the contest.

It rained

Ron King & Chris Robertson (Maitland/
Branxton) with 10 wins

Overview of the tournament: Despite some appalling
weather conditions (strong cold winds, heavy rain,
particularly on the Monday), the tournament schedule
moved along efficiently with one exception which I will
return to below. Games were played with great
camaraderie, and the catering of the host club was
greatly appreciated, particularly the soups which were
perfect for the cold weather. The only “complaint” about
the catering was that the food was so good that they ate
too much and they would all put on weight! An
enjoyable event dinner was held at the local bowling club
on the Tuesday night.

Typical Lismore winter sunshine and interesting cloud
formations added to the enjoyment of one of the
highlights of Lismore Croquet Club’s year.
And the sun shone
Runner-up Marie Synott
prepares to make her team’s
next killing

Two pairs were level-pegging on 7 wins at the end of the
first two days – Ron King & Chris Robertson, and Tony
Hall & Ralph Richardson. Ron & Chris continued their
strong form on the final day, but Tony and Ralph came up
against some strong competition and lost their last three
matches.
This allowed Cheryl Patterson & Chris
Williamson to move up into second place. The local
hopes rested on Trevor Black and Cheryl Lloyd, who came
home strongly into fourth spot after a slow start on the
first day.

This was also my first time as an event manager and I
found the help, advice and resources provided gave me
all the information I needed to run the event. Thank you.

Well co-ordinated team work gave
Doubles Champions Fred Moss and Val
Mitchell a popular victory in the
Lismore Croquet Club’s 2017 Golf
Croquet Championships. Moss and
Mitchell have been playing and
training as a team for some time in
prepar ation
for
th e
Club
Championship and the general feeling
amongst their fellow members was
that it had been a well-earned
triumph.

Fred Moss, joint winner with partner Val Mitchell
of the Golf Croquet Doubles Championship

Club Captain Fay Ross saw her
earlier coaching and development
of Deborah Matten rewarded
when Deborah narrowly beat her
teacher to take the First Division
Singles
Championship.
Congratulating her protégée, Fay
remarked that Deborah’s success
was a very satisfying endorsement
of her coaching.

Third place getters Joyce Perry and Bruce Ross did not
have a good day and in other circumstances may well
have finished further down the ladder. Ross could not
find form, possibly reflecting his limited practice in recent
months, and Perry was dogged by an uncommon run of
bad luck that offset her ever-present power-house drives.

Runners-up: Cheryl Patterson & Chris Williamson
(EDSACC/Toronto) with 8 wins

This was the first event Nelson Bay Croquet Club has
hosted for Croquet NSW. We were very pleased to
showcase our club, and hope to host more events in the
future.

Regular practice and strict personal discipline gave
Bernadette Ryan and Deborah Matten a tight victory in
Lismore Croquet Club‘s 2017 Ricochet Doubles
Championship. Both players showed the benefits of the
more restrained style they have adopted, with Ryan in
particular playing a settled game in contrast to her usual
adventurous play while Matten held her stop-shots down
to 30 metres max.

TEAM WORK WORKS FOR THE TEAM AT LISMORE
CROQUET CHAMPIONSHIPS

A Teacher’s Triumph. Mentor Fay Ross congratulates Deborah Matten
on her Singles Championship victory

The Second Division Singles title went to Joyce Perry with
a welcome return to form after a period of disfavour by
Dame Fortune.
In the Handicap events, Gwen Sharp and
Phyllis Waters played demanding croquet
for a hard fought Doubles win, while the
Singles went to Club President Barry
Waters.

The Ref worked
hard

Winning Styles win Happy Smiles. Gwen Sharp,
with partner Phyllis Waters, was the happy winner
of the Doubles Handicap event.

Some interested local
spectators joined in the
fun -or were they just
waiting for some
crumbs?

Bruce Ross contemplates a difficult
field.

Club Captain Fay Ross summed up the Championships:
“The 2017 Championships delivered the goods. Good
croquet, good sportsmanship, good fellowship and good
fun”.

Jim Yeo

Linda Butler
Nelson Bay Bowling Club
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Player Profile: : Roberta Flint
Marrickville Club

JUNIOR DAY
th

The second day just for juniors was held on Friday 7 July.
A disappointing attendance with only two ten year olds
turning up and three apologies. I can say that the two of
them certainly enjoyed themselves. One belongs to the
Blue Mountains club and the other was brand new having
seen the Marrickville post – hopefully he will turn up at
Marrickville Club one Saturday morning.
I know that all clubs were informed but wonder if the
message was passed on to members. I realise that the
lawns at Tempe would not suit the country members and I
am quite prepared to run similar days in the regions.
Maybe it would be worthwhile for clubs to consider
having a Grandchildren and Friends Day – it worked
successfully at Maitland for quite a few years.
How many of you have heard new players say “Why didn’t
I start this earlier?” Maybe you said it yourself.
I would appreciate your comments and suggestions but
not from the player who said quite clearly “I can’t see why
anyone bothers with these young kids – croquet is a game
for old people”. I’m glad she didn’t say that to me.
My contact details are geofmcd@gmail.com or 49321792
Jacky McDonald
Junior Croquet Co-ordinate

1.Tell us about how you came to play croquet.
Charles and I were looking for an activity we could do
together on weekends and I saw an ad for a come and try
series at Strathfield Croquet Club. Charles’ mother had
played croquet in NZ, so the idea was familiar to us.
I also of course had in depth knowledge of croquet
through having been exposed to it in Alice in Wonderland
so our curiosity was sparked..
2. Where is your favourite place to play?
The Vista Hermosa Club de Golf in Puerto Santa Maria
(near Cadiz) is my favourite. I have never actually played
there but saw a great photo from the European GC
Championships on Facebook and have decided it is my
favourite.
As I have not actually played in Spain at all, I guess my
favourite place is my home club, Marrickville. It is a one
lawn club nestled in the corner of Marrickville Park,
which makes it a pleasure as one feels connected to our
local community as we play.
3. What has been the highlight in your croquet life?
I played the best break I had ever played in the 2017
Beryl Chambers so that would be a highlight. As AC
croquet really is a game against yourself every time I do
something really well I celebrate it as a highlight.
I was also delighted a few years ago to be awarded the
Elsy Wall Memorial Trophy by CNSW as well as winning
the raffle at that same presentation lunch. At that stage I
rarely won when playing croquet (but played a nice
game) so winning off the lawn was appreciated!
4. What is your next challenge?
Get more play in!! As I still work full time and have a
pretty busy job I don't get a lot of time to play (or
practice).
5. What is your key advice to new players?
Be open to playing all codes of the game AC, RC and GC,
each has its own unique joys and don't limit yourself to
one (unless you want to be a champion I suppose). Also
PERSEVERE with the game, it's worth it.

NSW GC Open Doubles Championship
16-17 June

NSW GC Open Singles
14-16 July

Seven pairs took part in the title with Australian women’s
champion Alison Sharpe (Killara) stepping in at the last
minute to partner Liz Montague (Killara) after her
husband, state representative Peter Montague pulled out
with an injury. The event was played in a double round
robin format with each team playing 12 games over two
days.

The NSW Open singles was a triumphant return to the
lawns for Peter Landrebe (Cammeray) after playing such
a crucial role as manager of the historic MacRobertson
Shield victory in the United States a few months ago.

The winners were John Levick (Newcastle) and David
Hanbidge (Nowra), who both play off -2 handicaps. They
finished on 10 wins. Peter and Elaine Coles (Forster)
played well to finish second on a count back from Alison
and Liz after both pairs finished on eight wins.
The smiling assassins Tony McArthur (Sutherland) and
Brenda Wild (Mt Sugarloaf), ensured plenty of laughs
during their five wins. Goffredo Giacomini (Sydney), who
won the title last year, teamed with a new partner, fellow
clubmate Richard Christian (Sydney & RSGC). The pair
failed to hit pay dirt this year but played some very
competitive matches to finish on four wins. Ros and Ron
Johnstone (Sutherland) joined them on the
same figure.

NSW ACA GC Bronze Medal
1-2 July
The Bronze medal is an invitation event featuring the
eight highest ranked available GC players in the state, the
winner of which represents NSW in the Gold Medal in
Brisbane later in the year.
The result was close, with just a single match separating
the top three ranked players. John Levick (Newcastle)
finished on six wins from seven matches, while Peter
Freer (Canberra) and David Hanbidge (Nowra) finished on
five wins. John now has a chance to win one of the few
titles in golf croquet (ACA Gold Medal) that has eluded
him.
David Hanbidge was the only player to beat John over the
two days, and he also beat Peter Freer, but losses to Joe
Dimech (Taree) and Trevor Black (Nelson Bay) in earlier
games proved costly.
Peter Freer finished runner-up from David Hanbidge on a
count back of games.

It was smiles all round for a happy group who enjoyed an
afternoon of croquet at Sydney Club, celebrating the
beginning of Spring.
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David Woods (Sutherland) played consistently beating all
his opponents except the top three and finished fourth
on four wins.

Bill Munns (Toronto) almost staged a mighty upset in an
early round, leading Peter 5-3 before Peter’s cool head
under pressure saw him win the last four hoops to secure
victory. Peter only lost one game during block play, that
being to John Levick 7-6.
After the block play was complete, John Levick
(Newcastle) played David Hanbidge (Nowra) in one semifinal and Peter Landrebe found himself up against Bill
Munns in the other.
The Hanbidge/Levick match was a thriller with John
needing an angled two metre jump shot at hoop 13 to
stay alive in game two, which he coolly made. But
David’s clearances were spot on in the third game
allowing him to sneak home seven five and meet Peter
Landrebe in the final. Peter cruised past Bill in the other
semi 7-1, 7-3.
The final saw a Landrebe master class! David played
consistently and accurately with very few errors but Peter
was simply dynamite. Peter is the lowest handicapped
player in NSW off a -4 handicap and it showed. He ran
hoops from more than six yards in the final and no ball
was safe from clearance no matter where it was on the
lawn. For those watching it was brilliant to watch.
Leslie Easton (Port Macquarie) won the plate with some
great patience and touch on the slippery Tempe greens.
Thanks to David Hanbidge for these three
reports.
GC Division 1 Singles
14-16 August
There were two blocks initially.
Block A: John Levick, Steve Thornton, Trevor Black, Ron
Johnstone, Liz Montague, Brenda Wild, Elaine Coles,
Richard Christian and Ted Woodley.
Block B: Peter Freer, Peter
Montague, Bill Munns, Pauline
Markwell, Lesley Easton, Ros
Johnstone and Bernie McAlary.
After the initial rounds, there were
the usual playoffs and the final was
between Trevor Black and John Levick.
Trevor prevailed in the best of three
games to take first place, with John
runner-up.
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Association Croquet
Pennants 2017

The AC pennants for 2017
attracted entries from only
11 teams, 4 each in the
Bronze and Silver divisions, 1
in the Gold and 2 in Premier.

In the Bronze division, there were once again two teams
from Cammeray, plus a team from each of Killara and
Mosman. A double round robin was played on a home
and away basis. Cammeray B went through the season
undefeated to win the title, closely followed by the
Cammeray A team, with just the two losses, both to
Cammeray B.
Congratulations to Cammeray B players Peter Colquhoun
and Roger Liles, both undefeated over the 6 rounds. For
the fourth year in a row, the second Cammeray team
finished ahead of the first team, much to their delight. I
suspect that Cammeray might name their teams
Cammeray White and Cammeray Blue or some such next
year!

Only one club, Cammeray, entered a team in the Gold
division. Attempts were made to get commitments from
enough players from Killara to form a team, but these
were eventually unsuccessful.
Two teams contested the Premier division, Cammeray
and Chatswood. A single match was played at Tempe,
with two games of doubles followed by 8 games of
singles. Conditions at Tempe were very difficult, with
very strong wind and tricky lawns. Tight hoops set very
firmly in the ground added to the difficulty. Only one of
the ten games was pegged out, demonstrating just how
difficult the conditions were.
The wins were shared, 5 each, Chatswood running out
winners with better net hoops.

Overall, 28 players took part in this competition, which
begs the question “why do we have so much trouble
getting players for events such as the Bronze Singles, the
Bronze Brooch and the Bronze Handicap Singles?”. I
would like to see clubs really encouraging their pennants
players to take the next step by entering a Croquet NSW
singles event.

David Stanton
CNSW Tournament Committee

Division 1 GC Doubles
12-13 August

The Silver division had teams from Cammeray,
Chatswood, Manly and Mosman. Cammeray, Chatswood
and Manly each won 4 of their 6 matches, with Manly
taking the title with a 14-4 games margin. Cammeray and
Chatswood each had 9 game wins and 9 losses, with
Chatswood taking second place with superior net hoops.

Contesting pairs were: David Hanbidge (Nowra) & John
Levick (Newcastle), Peter Freer (Canberra) & Steve
Thornton (Maitland), Peter & Elaine Coles (Forster),
Brenda Wild (Mt Sugarloaf) & John Eddes (Sutherland),
Bill Munns (Toronto) & Lesley Easton (Port Macquarie).

For Manly, Steve Marton was undefeated in his 4 games
(all singles) while Bernie Gibson and Andrew Morrison
each had only one loss in their 5 games.

Winners: Peter Freer &
Steve Thornton

Twenty-four players took part in these games, yet it is
almost impossible to get enough players for CNSW Silver
events (Silver Singles, Silver Doubles, Silver Handicap
Singles, Silver Brooch) to be run. Why is it so?

There was no report.
Photo courtesy Peter Freer
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Claire Bassett, Trevor Bassett and others when they
started - to the bloke/sheila in a wheelchair after a car
accident - to the very elderly.

Board Member Profile
Nerida Taylor
1. What brought you to being a member of the Board?
My involvement in croquet extends over many years and
I have had immeasurable enjoyment from my
participation. Over those 25 years there have been times
in my life when I have been able to give back to croquet
through my involvement with clubs or the national (ACA)
or state administration (CNSW). Now is such a time again,
and I sought nomination on the CNSW Board. My
experience across the community sector as well as all
levels of Government- local, state and federal, and across
a wide range of portfolios, means I have a sound
governance, policy and programme background which I
will draw upon in my work with CNSW Board, the ACA,
Clubs and the player community.

4. Tell us a bit about your local club and what you like
best about it?
Toronto Croquet Club is my local Club and it is the people
who make it a wonderful Club- friendly, inclusive, fun, but
also responsive. When I was in the AC state team three
years ago, I needed a faster lawn so that I didn't dislocate
my shoulder practicing long shots. Although the GC
players' preference was for less pace, the Club
accommodated me, with Ted the Groundsman and his
team working tirelessly to improve the lawns. My other
favourite group is our Wangi Wangi pop-up croquet
group of friends who mow a bit of grass locally, play GC,
taste wines and eat delicious food. Some of them will join
Toronto in due course.

2. What is your Board portfolio and what is your key
focus for this for the next 12 months?
The Board will be discussing specific portfolios and
priorities. My personal interest is ensuring we meet our
legal and financial responsibilities, that we work in a
transparent way and that our policy and programmes are
well-targeted, soundly based and properly funded. We
need to distinguish what is needed to support the sportcompetitive mallet sports, and the game - our social base.
Our elite players need support, as do our developing and
talented players. We could follow the approach taken by
Victoria and establish on-going structured training and
mentoring for elite, talented and developing players. Our
social players need to be encouraged to enjoy their
games, appreciate the validity of competitions and
contribute to the quality club life. On a different note, the
new regions are units through which a range of training
and support programmes for Clubs, Officials and players
can be delivered and this a priority.
3. What is your vision for croquet in NSW and what do
you think Clubs and individual members can do to
support that?
When preparing a draft vision statement for the ACA
several years ago, I suggested "many people of diverse
ages and backgrounds playing croquet in the parks,
backyards and croquet Clubs of Australia". Perhaps headin-the-clouds stuff, but if we did take that approach, and
make mallet sports more visible and fun, something to be
played pretty much anywhere, our potential player base
would build. So don't wait to have people come to us, go
to the ovals, quadrangles, parks, schools, and get people
seeing other people play a version of the game. There are
people who have pioneered this approach but more is
better. Our game can accommodate the very youthful think of the age of the Fletcher Brothers, Chloe Aberley,

News from your Club could have been
featured here!
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Friendship and Veterans Have Their Day
In The Sun At Lismore
Thirty-two players from seven clubs enjoyed a day of fun
and games in Lismore’s typically comfortable autumn
sunshine at Lismore Croquet Club’s combined Friendship
Day and Veterans Day. Veterans there were a-plenty
with Mary Ashford (Casino Croquet Club) celebrating her
70th birthday on the day and Lorraine Beattie (Alstonville
Croquet Club) gaining her accession to the Veterans’
ranks a few days earlier, bringing the veterans up to 31 of
the 32 players present.
It is pleasing to be able to report that the non-veteran
was quiet and well-behaved – possibly because she was
kept busy all day organising the veterans! Appropriate
birthday cakes and songs were a trigger for the release of
frivolity on the lawns and friendship was on the rampage.
Scenes of carefree laughter on and off the lawns
abounded.
A concreting crew working
on the adjoining ExMunicipal Offices site were
inveigled into swapping
working tools with some of
the players and in the spirit
of friendship parked a bright
pink candy-striped concrete
truck at the end of Lawn 2 to
add a visual back-drop to the
festive atmosphere.
At one stage a player burst
into song and was spontaneously joined by her partner
and opponents, with play continuing uninterrupted
throughout the merriment. After a lunch where good
tucker vied with goodwill for top honours players
returned to the lawns for some competitive skill building
exercises.

Lismore President Elaine McCormack paid tribute to the
considerable effort of Club Captain Fay Ross and the
many members who contributed to the day, and to the
abundance of goodwill provided by hosts and visitors to
make the day such a great success.

Canberra (Adrienne Fazekas, Ralph Richardson, Kate
McLoughlin and Simon Fisk) were the winners, and the
runners-up were Port Hacking (Alan Brown, Bill Kerton,
Lorraine Hatfield and Lynda Toms).

Despite a worrying forecast of "cloudy with possible
showers", Thursday 15 June dawned fine and clear, and
the contests scheduled for the day were all completed in
glorious sunshine!
Teams from each of the four regional winning clubs EDSACC (Sue Yule, Patsy McCaskie, Sue Higgins, Sue
Hempel), Manly (Colin Bradford, Marcia Chivas, Alan
Robinson, Lisa Kelshaw), Nowra (Marie McLean, Doug
Houssenloge, Bob Davis and Paul Wormleaton) and
Sutherland (Penny Howarth, Margery Bennett, Janett
Midgley, Jim Christie) were assembled by 7.30am and
ready for action at 8am.

Unsolicited smiles for the camera from Janice Jameson and Sonja
Enzerinick of Alstonville Club, then Carmel Ryan, Deborah Matten, Jim
Yeo, Elaine McCormack, Fay Ross, with Muriel Northfield and Doris

Photo courtesy John Cole

Green seated, all of Lismore club.
Looking to
Court 1 photo
courtesy
Peter
Montague

The Semi-finals were both completed before noon with
Sutherland defeating Nowra and Manly defeating
EDSACC. So, in a reversal of what happened in 2016,
both the "red and white" teams were eliminated and,
after a brief lunch break, Sutherland and Manly went on
to contest the Final. Both these clubs kept the same
teams as in the Semi-finals.
At the conclusion of three hard fought matches, Manly
were the victorious team by 2 matches to 1.
Congratulations to the Manly Sapphire team who were
successful in winning their club's first ever GC Pennants
Award!
Thank you to the referees who assisted on the day Wendy Fothergill, Lynda Toms, Michael Strickland, Ron
Johnson, Margaret Sawers and John Bennett.

Court 3 inundated

Croquet played with happy friendship. Joan Doust (Cherry Street),
Daphne Fulloon (Alstonville), Janice Jameson (Alstonville) and Julie
Taylor (Cherry Street) share a jolly moment in friendly manner.

Event 2 was played by pairs and the object was to run 4
hoops in the least number of strokes. First place was won
by Carmel Ryan (Lismore) and Robbie Allan (Cherry
Street) with a remarkable 8 strokes to beat Joan Doust
and Charles Mailli, both of Cherry Street, whose 11
strokes gave them a well earned second place closely
followed by Helen Young and Judy King, both of Ballina, in
a respectable third placing.
CNSW Newsletter September 2017

2017 DIVISION 3 GC PENNANTS FINALISTS

Below:
Mopping up on
Courts 1 and 2

Event 1 was played from the sideline and required
competitors to run the hoop using a variety of nonstandard balls. The first Division was won by Julie Taylor,
of Cherry Street Club with 7 points just ahead of Daphne
Fulloon (Alstonville) on 6 and Mary Ashford (Casino) on 5
points. In the second Division Sonja Enzenick of
Alstonville came in at 6 points, ahead of Margaret Fardell
(Casino) with a creditable 5.
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DIVISION 3

about 40 minutes, and completed without further delay.

(photos courtesy
Peter Freer & John
Cole)

L to R: Janett Midgley, Carole Christie, Jim Christie, Margery Bennett,
Alan Robinson, Penny Howarth, Lisa Kelshaw, Frances Schembri, Colin
Bradford, Maria Chivas, Ann Robinson
An impromptu chorus group!

Photo courtesy of John Cole

Jim Yeo
Publicity Office

Peter Montague
Tournament Manager

Lorraine Hatfield
CNSW Tournament Committee

CNSW Newsletter September 2017

Page 13

NSW Golf Croquet Open Doubles
The GC Open Doubles on 16-17th
June attracted a strong field of seven
pairs, and was played as a double
round robin, in fine mild conditions.
Quite surprisingly, there were relatively few matches that
went to the thirteenth hoop, and most matches were
completed in good time.
The competition was won convincingly by David
Hanbidge and John Levick, with 10 wins out of 12, and
Peter and Elaine Coles won a tight count-back with Alison
Sharpe and Liz Montague for second place (both teams
finishing with 8 wins).
The two days of croquet provided a full and tiring
program for all the players, who handled it with
commitment and good humour. It is suggested that a
best-of two format may perhaps be a better alternative
to a double round-robin, using the time more efficiently
while providing more useful recovery time between
matches.
Peter Montague
Manager
GC NSW Junior Championships

pleasant day.

The
CNSW
Junior
Championships were held at
Tempe on Saturday 8th July. As
a normally organised person this
was a bit frustrating as my
organised sessions just didn’t
work but we got there in the
end and everyone had a very

There were five competitors two of whom were quite
late through no fault of their own. Charlie and Simon
Sharpe, Jamie and Ethan Gumbrell and Stacie Mackin all
played well and were a pleasure to referee. Stacie, age
10, is a member of the Blue Mountains Club and this was
her first CNSW Competition. We will certainly see more
of her. Ethan, age 12, has just started and I was
impressed with his potential. Simon hasn’t played for at
least three years but hasn’t lost his touch. Charlie, Simon
and Jamie are all busy with Year 12 work and I am
grateful they took time off from their studies
Congratulations to winner, Charlie.
Jacky McDonald
Director of Junior Croquet
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The Beryl Chambers Trophy 2017
(NSW AC Handicap Open)

GOLF CROQUET PENNANTS
2017

DIVISION 1

This year CNSW was pleased to have 8 teams enter the
GC Division 1 Pennants. Our thanks go to Sutherland
Croquet Club for allowing us to use their three lawns for
three days of competition in conjunction with the Tempe
lawns.
In perfect weather for croquet, all teams enjoyed the
challenge of playing their 7 matches. Despite some of
the end results, each of the matches was tightly fought
events. At least forty matches went to 3 hard games, with
everyone wanting to be the victor.
It was great to see many “new” Div 1 GC Pennants
players keen to play, to learn and improve their GC
playing ability and strategic expertise.
After the 7 rounds of play – the top two teams were
decided on Games won and lost – and it was the same for
positions 3 to 5. It certainly couldn’t get much closer!!
Congratulations to Maitland and Killara! Well Done both
teams.
What an interesting 3 ½ days of competition!!
Thanks to all who played and especially to those who
helped in any way.
Special thanks to the Referees – Bev Smith, Michael
Strickland, Lorraine Hatfield and Lynda Toms.
You are greatly appreciated.
Robyn Compton
Tournament Manager
DIVISION 2
The semifinals and finals this year were contested by
EDSACC, Manly, Port Hacking and Canberra, being the
winners of the Hunter, Sydney North, Sydney South and
Southern regional groups. They were played at Tempe on
June 8th.
All went smoothly in the morning, in which Port Hacking
defeated EDSACC, and Manly went down to Canberra,
though not without some fine accurate hitting by Paul
Camphuis to take the second singles.
Early in the course of the finals, Tempe was subjected to
one of the fiercest downpours I have seen, and the courts
disappeared entirely under the waves. However, thanks
to the contours of the lawns, the initiative of Simon Fisk
and Peter Freer in unblocking the drains and lots of
vigorous brushwork, the games were able to resume in
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Another year, another trophy!
Thankfully the weather of the June long weekend did not
live up to expectations, thus the final rounds of the NSW
AC Handicap Open were able to be played “in the dry”, a
relief for all.
Expectations for the final event were high having had
increased overall participation in the qualifying rounds.
This increase in participation was in large part due to the
efforts of David Stanton and Roberta Flint who
commenced planning for the promotion of the event in
August 2016. Coordinators from Bathurst to Ballina and
beyond Wagga Wagga cajoled as many AC players as
possible to play in the qualifiers. Championship hopefuls
handicaps ranged from 20 to 0.5 which resulted in
different challenges for all! In the end 12 people were
entered into the final round held on the very fast lawns
of the Tempe Croquet Centre.
Highlights from the 4 days of play for the players were
that the handicap event allowed for higher handicapped
player to pit themselves against those on lower
handicaps and learn more about the challenges of the
game beyond mere execution. How to strategically
employ bisques to their best advantage to form and
maintain breaks was the objective of the higher
handicapped. Lower handicapped players were equally
challenged having to generally come from behind to
“hunt” their opponent.
All players reported this event as a positive experience
with playing against new faces refreshing and catching up
with some more familiar faces equally enjoyable. Positive
observations were made by some who had not been to
Tempe for some while regarding the minor
refurbishments of the kitchenette and toilet areas which
have brightened up the amenity of the Tempe Croquet
Centre. Depending on their level and ability players either
liked the 2 game per day format or would have preferred
3 games a day. All reported that there were so many
positive benefits (and some frustrations of course!) of
playing handicap games that it would be great if more
people were positive about this form of play.
Players also reflected on the tournament as a whole with
having regional play offs well received and hopefully this
will result in some greater engagement again next year.
All players appreciated the work the tournament
managers, David Stanton and John Eddes, put into
making sure all ran smoothly. Neil Hardie also
coordinated referees for each game which was terrific. All
players were very appreciative of how the event was run
and the time others spent supporting the play. Thanks to
all of you.
A dinner was arranged at The Henson, a family focussed
pub with a wholesome menu. It is one of the many bright

venues on offer in the Inner West of Sydney. Some
players also commented on the range of Airbnb offers for
accommodation available in the Inner West. John Eddes is
collating a list of Airbnb accommodation used by players
in coming to Tempe for the reference of others
Oh, and the results? The winner, as I always say, was
croquet, if you want to know who won the event have a
look on Croquet Scores! (Spoiler alert…….. Ken Green/
Maitland 21 over Ralph Richardson/Canberra 19)
Roberta Flint
Fransted Trophy
9-10 August 2017
There were just four players involved in this event: David
Stanton, Ted Woodley, Gerard Barry and Charles Britton.
Winner: Ted Woodley
Runner-up: Gerard Barry.

NSW Open AC Doubles
The NSW Open Doubles were held on Saturday August 26
and Sunday August 27.. Saturday was played as normal
doubles and Sunday was played as alternate stroke
doubles.
This format should be considered in the future.
The weather was fine on both days and completion was
keen. The winners were Alison Sharpe and Alan Walsh
and the runners up were Nick Chapman and Simon
Hockey. The other pairs involved were Rob Elliott and
Gareth Denyer, Neil Hardie and David Stanton.
Thanks to all the players for their assistance with set up
and pack up and for the sporting spirit in which the event
was played
Steve Miles
Manager
AC Gold Brooch
4-5 September
Just six players entered this event:
Steve Miles, Michael Strickland, Barbara McDonald, David
Stanton, Ron Buist and Sue Nichols.
Winner: David Stanton (who did not lost any of his
matches.
Runner-up: Ron Buist.
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MID NORTH COAST CROQUET COUNCIL (MNCCC)
2017 RICOCHET COMPETITION

3 WAY COMPETITION

On Friday 2nd June the Forster, Gloucester, Port Macquarie and Taree croquet clubs played in
an inaugural MNCCC ricochet competition, competing for the Phil Sage Trophy.
Playing on three courts, beautifully prepared by Phil Sage, and with Jan Sage as our rules
‘sage’, we had a very good day of competition and friendship. The visiting clubs were very
grateful to the Taree club for allowing us to use their courts, which are in a central position in
the district.
Even though the clubs do not have ricochet as a regular mallet sport, all of the clubs managed
to scratch up a team of four players. Each club was represented in the four seeded blocks A, B, C and D. Because of a
significant range of handicaps in each block bisques were awarded and we had handicap play. To keep play running
smoothly we played Stop on Time.

The 3WAY COMPETITION was held on Sunday 7 May with teams from Wodonga, Walla Walla, Albury and Young joining
our Wagga Wagga team for a great day’s competition in beautiful weather. This GC comp is held with 2 teams from
each participating Club (Wagga Wagga, Walla Walla, Wodonga, Albury and Young,) hence 3WAY)
Two divisions were made with a pair from each Club in each division. It was a close result with Albury beating Young
for first place by one point.
The Albury team was Michael Matthews, Beryl Matthews, Mary McAllister and Dee Villarroya.
Our GC Captain, Dorothy Munro, did a great job co-ordinating this event.

The four round robins of four players fitted well into the day, with four sessions
of six games The block winners were:
Block A

Sue Moss – Port Macquarie

Block B

Zan Menzel - Gloucester

Block C

Jenny Baldwin – Forster

Block D

Eric Gadd – Port Macquarie

Maureen Doigt
Secretary

LISMORE CROQUET CLUB REBOUNDS

The overall winner, and the first holder of the Phil Sage Trophy, was Forster who
won 9 of the 24 games played.
For detailed results of the day’s play go to the website:
portmacquariecroquet.com.au under RESULTS – MNCCC.
Bridget Earle
MNCCC President

Lismore Croquet Club has made a fast and positive recovery from the recent flood, re-opening with a morning of club
competition Ricochet played in glorious sunshine and frivolous zephyrs. However, these balmy conditions did not
extend to the play, which was vigorous and challenging as members regained form after their enforced lay-off and
rediscovered the joys of cunning shots and lusty drives.
Zan Menzel
MNCCC Secretary/Treasurer

TORONTO CROQUET CLUB GAMES DAY
An interclub golf croquet day was held at the Toronto Croquet Grounds on Saturday 20th May, 2017. With weather
forecasts predicting periods of heavy rain, it was heartening for Saturday to turn into such a lovely playing day. This was
a doubles event, and nominations were accepted from couples, and individuals, the latter being teamed with a Toronto
member.
Players travelled from clubs located as far away as Jamberoo, Holroyd, Blue Mountains, Foster, Coogee and Taree, with
local clubs represented by players from EDSACC, Mt. Sugarloaf, Maitland, Cessnock, Newcastle and Toronto. All had an
enjoyable time in the pleasant surroundings and facilities offered by the Toronto Club.

Barry Waters and Merle Larsen played a colourful game of daring shots and precise close-up placements to win 15 – 11
against the steadily cautious style of Lyn Lynch and Elaine McCormack. Barry’s old flair for long distance accuracy has
returned, perhaps at the cost of some loss in his shorter play, which on this occasion was more than adequately
compensated by Merle’s well-established skill in that department. During the second half of the game Lyn and Elaine,
facing a large deficit in hoops, moved into a bold and slashing style which powered them through to narrow the
leaders’ gap.
In a more even game June Williams and Marie Synott had a close win of 17 -15 against Joyce Perry and Bernadette
Ryan. Here the drama was in the even matching of the teams, the lead changing hands several times and neither team
dominating the game at any time. After some early difficulty June and Marie found form, but Joyce’s powerful strikes
kept her opponents in check. Bernadette played some chancy shots with her old verve, and is definitely back on her
game. During morning tea club President Elaine McCormack spoke of the splendid work of club Lawns Manager Bruce
Ross, Lismore City Council’s Parks and Gardens staff, and club factotum general Barry Waters, in restoring the croquet
lawns. A sentiment that was shared by all present.

The following combinations were successful overall.
Group A
C. Patterson and C. Williamson - EDSACC and Toronto
Group B
M. Pedemont and K. Page - Toronto
Group C
S. Jones and R. Bell - Mt. Sugarloaf
Group D
J. Tiedeman and D. Austin - Newcastle National Park
Group E
F. Gale and E. Lyng - Holroyd and Toronto
Julie Williams contemplates a tempting
situation. Is it a trap?

Bill Newberry
Acting Publicity Officer
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Marie Synott takes blue to a one hoop
lead over rival red and yellow balls

Jim Yeo
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An interclub golf croquet day was held at the Toronto Croquet Grounds on Saturday 20th May, 2017. With weather
forecasts predicting periods of heavy rain, it was heartening for Saturday to turn into such a lovely playing day. This was
a doubles event, and nominations were accepted from couples, and individuals, the latter being teamed with a Toronto
member.
Players travelled from clubs located as far away as Jamberoo, Holroyd, Blue Mountains, Foster, Coogee and Taree, with
local clubs represented by players from EDSACC, Mt. Sugarloaf, Maitland, Cessnock, Newcastle and Toronto. All had an
enjoyable time in the pleasant surroundings and facilities offered by the Toronto Club.

Barry Waters and Merle Larsen played a colourful game of daring shots and precise close-up placements to win 15 – 11
against the steadily cautious style of Lyn Lynch and Elaine McCormack. Barry’s old flair for long distance accuracy has
returned, perhaps at the cost of some loss in his shorter play, which on this occasion was more than adequately
compensated by Merle’s well-established skill in that department. During the second half of the game Lyn and Elaine,
facing a large deficit in hoops, moved into a bold and slashing style which powered them through to narrow the
leaders’ gap.
In a more even game June Williams and Marie Synott had a close win of 17 -15 against Joyce Perry and Bernadette
Ryan. Here the drama was in the even matching of the teams, the lead changing hands several times and neither team
dominating the game at any time. After some early difficulty June and Marie found form, but Joyce’s powerful strikes
kept her opponents in check. Bernadette played some chancy shots with her old verve, and is definitely back on her
game. During morning tea club President Elaine McCormack spoke of the splendid work of club Lawns Manager Bruce
Ross, Lismore City Council’s Parks and Gardens staff, and club factotum general Barry Waters, in restoring the croquet
lawns. A sentiment that was shared by all present.

The following combinations were successful overall.
Group A
C. Patterson and C. Williamson - EDSACC and Toronto
Group B
M. Pedemont and K. Page - Toronto
Group C
S. Jones and R. Bell - Mt. Sugarloaf
Group D
J. Tiedeman and D. Austin - Newcastle National Park
Group E
F. Gale and E. Lyng - Holroyd and Toronto
Julie Williams contemplates a tempting
situation. Is it a trap?

Bill Newberry
Acting Publicity Officer
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Marie Synott takes blue to a one hoop
lead over rival red and yellow balls

Jim Yeo
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NSW Golf Croquet Open Doubles
The GC Open Doubles on 16-17th
June attracted a strong field of seven
pairs, and was played as a double
round robin, in fine mild conditions.
Quite surprisingly, there were relatively few matches that
went to the thirteenth hoop, and most matches were
completed in good time.
The competition was won convincingly by David
Hanbidge and John Levick, with 10 wins out of 12, and
Peter and Elaine Coles won a tight count-back with Alison
Sharpe and Liz Montague for second place (both teams
finishing with 8 wins).
The two days of croquet provided a full and tiring
program for all the players, who handled it with
commitment and good humour. It is suggested that a
best-of two format may perhaps be a better alternative
to a double round-robin, using the time more efficiently
while providing more useful recovery time between
matches.
Peter Montague
Manager
GC NSW Junior Championships

pleasant day.

The
CNSW
Junior
Championships were held at
Tempe on Saturday 8th July. As
a normally organised person this
was a bit frustrating as my
organised sessions just didn’t
work but we got there in the
end and everyone had a very

There were five competitors two of whom were quite
late through no fault of their own. Charlie and Simon
Sharpe, Jamie and Ethan Gumbrell and Stacie Mackin all
played well and were a pleasure to referee. Stacie, age
10, is a member of the Blue Mountains Club and this was
her first CNSW Competition. We will certainly see more
of her. Ethan, age 12, has just started and I was
impressed with his potential. Simon hasn’t played for at
least three years but hasn’t lost his touch. Charlie, Simon
and Jamie are all busy with Year 12 work and I am
grateful they took time off from their studies
Congratulations to winner, Charlie.
Jacky McDonald
Director of Junior Croquet
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The Beryl Chambers Trophy 2017
(NSW AC Handicap Open)

GOLF CROQUET PENNANTS
2017

DIVISION 1

This year CNSW was pleased to have 8 teams enter the
GC Division 1 Pennants. Our thanks go to Sutherland
Croquet Club for allowing us to use their three lawns for
three days of competition in conjunction with the Tempe
lawns.
In perfect weather for croquet, all teams enjoyed the
challenge of playing their 7 matches. Despite some of
the end results, each of the matches was tightly fought
events. At least forty matches went to 3 hard games, with
everyone wanting to be the victor.
It was great to see many “new” Div 1 GC Pennants
players keen to play, to learn and improve their GC
playing ability and strategic expertise.
After the 7 rounds of play – the top two teams were
decided on Games won and lost – and it was the same for
positions 3 to 5. It certainly couldn’t get much closer!!
Congratulations to Maitland and Killara! Well Done both
teams.
What an interesting 3 ½ days of competition!!
Thanks to all who played and especially to those who
helped in any way.
Special thanks to the Referees – Bev Smith, Michael
Strickland, Lorraine Hatfield and Lynda Toms.
You are greatly appreciated.
Robyn Compton
Tournament Manager
DIVISION 2
The semifinals and finals this year were contested by
EDSACC, Manly, Port Hacking and Canberra, being the
winners of the Hunter, Sydney North, Sydney South and
Southern regional groups. They were played at Tempe on
June 8th.
All went smoothly in the morning, in which Port Hacking
defeated EDSACC, and Manly went down to Canberra,
though not without some fine accurate hitting by Paul
Camphuis to take the second singles.
Early in the course of the finals, Tempe was subjected to
one of the fiercest downpours I have seen, and the courts
disappeared entirely under the waves. However, thanks
to the contours of the lawns, the initiative of Simon Fisk
and Peter Freer in unblocking the drains and lots of
vigorous brushwork, the games were able to resume in
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Another year, another trophy!
Thankfully the weather of the June long weekend did not
live up to expectations, thus the final rounds of the NSW
AC Handicap Open were able to be played “in the dry”, a
relief for all.
Expectations for the final event were high having had
increased overall participation in the qualifying rounds.
This increase in participation was in large part due to the
efforts of David Stanton and Roberta Flint who
commenced planning for the promotion of the event in
August 2016. Coordinators from Bathurst to Ballina and
beyond Wagga Wagga cajoled as many AC players as
possible to play in the qualifiers. Championship hopefuls
handicaps ranged from 20 to 0.5 which resulted in
different challenges for all! In the end 12 people were
entered into the final round held on the very fast lawns
of the Tempe Croquet Centre.
Highlights from the 4 days of play for the players were
that the handicap event allowed for higher handicapped
player to pit themselves against those on lower
handicaps and learn more about the challenges of the
game beyond mere execution. How to strategically
employ bisques to their best advantage to form and
maintain breaks was the objective of the higher
handicapped. Lower handicapped players were equally
challenged having to generally come from behind to
“hunt” their opponent.
All players reported this event as a positive experience
with playing against new faces refreshing and catching up
with some more familiar faces equally enjoyable. Positive
observations were made by some who had not been to
Tempe for some while regarding the minor
refurbishments of the kitchenette and toilet areas which
have brightened up the amenity of the Tempe Croquet
Centre. Depending on their level and ability players either
liked the 2 game per day format or would have preferred
3 games a day. All reported that there were so many
positive benefits (and some frustrations of course!) of
playing handicap games that it would be great if more
people were positive about this form of play.
Players also reflected on the tournament as a whole with
having regional play offs well received and hopefully this
will result in some greater engagement again next year.
All players appreciated the work the tournament
managers, David Stanton and John Eddes, put into
making sure all ran smoothly. Neil Hardie also
coordinated referees for each game which was terrific. All
players were very appreciative of how the event was run
and the time others spent supporting the play. Thanks to
all of you.
A dinner was arranged at The Henson, a family focussed
pub with a wholesome menu. It is one of the many bright

venues on offer in the Inner West of Sydney. Some
players also commented on the range of Airbnb offers for
accommodation available in the Inner West. John Eddes is
collating a list of Airbnb accommodation used by players
in coming to Tempe for the reference of others
Oh, and the results? The winner, as I always say, was
croquet, if you want to know who won the event have a
look on Croquet Scores! (Spoiler alert…….. Ken Green/
Maitland 21 over Ralph Richardson/Canberra 19)
Roberta Flint
Fransted Trophy
9-10 August 2017
There were just four players involved in this event: David
Stanton, Ted Woodley, Gerard Barry and Charles Britton.
Winner: Ted Woodley
Runner-up: Gerard Barry.

NSW Open AC Doubles
The NSW Open Doubles were held on Saturday August 26
and Sunday August 27.. Saturday was played as normal
doubles and Sunday was played as alternate stroke
doubles.
This format should be considered in the future.
The weather was fine on both days and completion was
keen. The winners were Alison Sharpe and Alan Walsh
and the runners up were Nick Chapman and Simon
Hockey. The other pairs involved were Rob Elliott and
Gareth Denyer, Neil Hardie and David Stanton.
Thanks to all the players for their assistance with set up
and pack up and for the sporting spirit in which the event
was played
Steve Miles
Manager
AC Gold Brooch
4-5 September
Just six players entered this event:
Steve Miles, Michael Strickland, Barbara McDonald, David
Stanton, Ron Buist and Sue Nichols.
Winner: David Stanton (who did not lost any of his
matches.
Runner-up: Ron Buist.
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Friendship and Veterans Have Their Day
In The Sun At Lismore
Thirty-two players from seven clubs enjoyed a day of fun
and games in Lismore’s typically comfortable autumn
sunshine at Lismore Croquet Club’s combined Friendship
Day and Veterans Day. Veterans there were a-plenty
with Mary Ashford (Casino Croquet Club) celebrating her
70th birthday on the day and Lorraine Beattie (Alstonville
Croquet Club) gaining her accession to the Veterans’
ranks a few days earlier, bringing the veterans up to 31 of
the 32 players present.
It is pleasing to be able to report that the non-veteran
was quiet and well-behaved – possibly because she was
kept busy all day organising the veterans! Appropriate
birthday cakes and songs were a trigger for the release of
frivolity on the lawns and friendship was on the rampage.
Scenes of carefree laughter on and off the lawns
abounded.
A concreting crew working
on the adjoining ExMunicipal Offices site were
inveigled into swapping
working tools with some of
the players and in the spirit
of friendship parked a bright
pink candy-striped concrete
truck at the end of Lawn 2 to
add a visual back-drop to the
festive atmosphere.
At one stage a player burst
into song and was spontaneously joined by her partner
and opponents, with play continuing uninterrupted
throughout the merriment. After a lunch where good
tucker vied with goodwill for top honours players
returned to the lawns for some competitive skill building
exercises.

Lismore President Elaine McCormack paid tribute to the
considerable effort of Club Captain Fay Ross and the
many members who contributed to the day, and to the
abundance of goodwill provided by hosts and visitors to
make the day such a great success.

Canberra (Adrienne Fazekas, Ralph Richardson, Kate
McLoughlin and Simon Fisk) were the winners, and the
runners-up were Port Hacking (Alan Brown, Bill Kerton,
Lorraine Hatfield and Lynda Toms).

Despite a worrying forecast of "cloudy with possible
showers", Thursday 15 June dawned fine and clear, and
the contests scheduled for the day were all completed in
glorious sunshine!
Teams from each of the four regional winning clubs EDSACC (Sue Yule, Patsy McCaskie, Sue Higgins, Sue
Hempel), Manly (Colin Bradford, Marcia Chivas, Alan
Robinson, Lisa Kelshaw), Nowra (Marie McLean, Doug
Houssenloge, Bob Davis and Paul Wormleaton) and
Sutherland (Penny Howarth, Margery Bennett, Janett
Midgley, Jim Christie) were assembled by 7.30am and
ready for action at 8am.

Unsolicited smiles for the camera from Janice Jameson and Sonja
Enzerinick of Alstonville Club, then Carmel Ryan, Deborah Matten, Jim
Yeo, Elaine McCormack, Fay Ross, with Muriel Northfield and Doris

Photo courtesy John Cole

Green seated, all of Lismore club.
Looking to
Court 1 photo
courtesy
Peter
Montague

The Semi-finals were both completed before noon with
Sutherland defeating Nowra and Manly defeating
EDSACC. So, in a reversal of what happened in 2016,
both the "red and white" teams were eliminated and,
after a brief lunch break, Sutherland and Manly went on
to contest the Final. Both these clubs kept the same
teams as in the Semi-finals.
At the conclusion of three hard fought matches, Manly
were the victorious team by 2 matches to 1.
Congratulations to the Manly Sapphire team who were
successful in winning their club's first ever GC Pennants
Award!
Thank you to the referees who assisted on the day Wendy Fothergill, Lynda Toms, Michael Strickland, Ron
Johnson, Margaret Sawers and John Bennett.

Court 3 inundated

Croquet played with happy friendship. Joan Doust (Cherry Street),
Daphne Fulloon (Alstonville), Janice Jameson (Alstonville) and Julie
Taylor (Cherry Street) share a jolly moment in friendly manner.

Event 2 was played by pairs and the object was to run 4
hoops in the least number of strokes. First place was won
by Carmel Ryan (Lismore) and Robbie Allan (Cherry
Street) with a remarkable 8 strokes to beat Joan Doust
and Charles Mailli, both of Cherry Street, whose 11
strokes gave them a well earned second place closely
followed by Helen Young and Judy King, both of Ballina, in
a respectable third placing.
CNSW Newsletter September 2017

2017 DIVISION 3 GC PENNANTS FINALISTS

Below:
Mopping up on
Courts 1 and 2

Event 1 was played from the sideline and required
competitors to run the hoop using a variety of nonstandard balls. The first Division was won by Julie Taylor,
of Cherry Street Club with 7 points just ahead of Daphne
Fulloon (Alstonville) on 6 and Mary Ashford (Casino) on 5
points. In the second Division Sonja Enzenick of
Alstonville came in at 6 points, ahead of Margaret Fardell
(Casino) with a creditable 5.
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DIVISION 3

about 40 minutes, and completed without further delay.

(photos courtesy
Peter Freer & John
Cole)

L to R: Janett Midgley, Carole Christie, Jim Christie, Margery Bennett,
Alan Robinson, Penny Howarth, Lisa Kelshaw, Frances Schembri, Colin
Bradford, Maria Chivas, Ann Robinson
An impromptu chorus group!

Photo courtesy of John Cole

Jim Yeo
Publicity Office

Peter Montague
Tournament Manager

Lorraine Hatfield
CNSW Tournament Committee
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Association Croquet
Pennants 2017

The AC pennants for 2017
attracted entries from only
11 teams, 4 each in the
Bronze and Silver divisions, 1
in the Gold and 2 in Premier.

In the Bronze division, there were once again two teams
from Cammeray, plus a team from each of Killara and
Mosman. A double round robin was played on a home
and away basis. Cammeray B went through the season
undefeated to win the title, closely followed by the
Cammeray A team, with just the two losses, both to
Cammeray B.
Congratulations to Cammeray B players Peter Colquhoun
and Roger Liles, both undefeated over the 6 rounds. For
the fourth year in a row, the second Cammeray team
finished ahead of the first team, much to their delight. I
suspect that Cammeray might name their teams
Cammeray White and Cammeray Blue or some such next
year!

Only one club, Cammeray, entered a team in the Gold
division. Attempts were made to get commitments from
enough players from Killara to form a team, but these
were eventually unsuccessful.
Two teams contested the Premier division, Cammeray
and Chatswood. A single match was played at Tempe,
with two games of doubles followed by 8 games of
singles. Conditions at Tempe were very difficult, with
very strong wind and tricky lawns. Tight hoops set very
firmly in the ground added to the difficulty. Only one of
the ten games was pegged out, demonstrating just how
difficult the conditions were.
The wins were shared, 5 each, Chatswood running out
winners with better net hoops.

Overall, 28 players took part in this competition, which
begs the question “why do we have so much trouble
getting players for events such as the Bronze Singles, the
Bronze Brooch and the Bronze Handicap Singles?”. I
would like to see clubs really encouraging their pennants
players to take the next step by entering a Croquet NSW
singles event.

David Stanton
CNSW Tournament Committee

Division 1 GC Doubles
12-13 August

The Silver division had teams from Cammeray,
Chatswood, Manly and Mosman. Cammeray, Chatswood
and Manly each won 4 of their 6 matches, with Manly
taking the title with a 14-4 games margin. Cammeray and
Chatswood each had 9 game wins and 9 losses, with
Chatswood taking second place with superior net hoops.

Contesting pairs were: David Hanbidge (Nowra) & John
Levick (Newcastle), Peter Freer (Canberra) & Steve
Thornton (Maitland), Peter & Elaine Coles (Forster),
Brenda Wild (Mt Sugarloaf) & John Eddes (Sutherland),
Bill Munns (Toronto) & Lesley Easton (Port Macquarie).

For Manly, Steve Marton was undefeated in his 4 games
(all singles) while Bernie Gibson and Andrew Morrison
each had only one loss in their 5 games.

Winners: Peter Freer &
Steve Thornton

Twenty-four players took part in these games, yet it is
almost impossible to get enough players for CNSW Silver
events (Silver Singles, Silver Doubles, Silver Handicap
Singles, Silver Brooch) to be run. Why is it so?

There was no report.
Photo courtesy Peter Freer
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Claire Bassett, Trevor Bassett and others when they
started - to the bloke/sheila in a wheelchair after a car
accident - to the very elderly.

Board Member Profile
Nerida Taylor
1. What brought you to being a member of the Board?
My involvement in croquet extends over many years and
I have had immeasurable enjoyment from my
participation. Over those 25 years there have been times
in my life when I have been able to give back to croquet
through my involvement with clubs or the national (ACA)
or state administration (CNSW). Now is such a time again,
and I sought nomination on the CNSW Board. My
experience across the community sector as well as all
levels of Government- local, state and federal, and across
a wide range of portfolios, means I have a sound
governance, policy and programme background which I
will draw upon in my work with CNSW Board, the ACA,
Clubs and the player community.

4. Tell us a bit about your local club and what you like
best about it?
Toronto Croquet Club is my local Club and it is the people
who make it a wonderful Club- friendly, inclusive, fun, but
also responsive. When I was in the AC state team three
years ago, I needed a faster lawn so that I didn't dislocate
my shoulder practicing long shots. Although the GC
players' preference was for less pace, the Club
accommodated me, with Ted the Groundsman and his
team working tirelessly to improve the lawns. My other
favourite group is our Wangi Wangi pop-up croquet
group of friends who mow a bit of grass locally, play GC,
taste wines and eat delicious food. Some of them will join
Toronto in due course.

2. What is your Board portfolio and what is your key
focus for this for the next 12 months?
The Board will be discussing specific portfolios and
priorities. My personal interest is ensuring we meet our
legal and financial responsibilities, that we work in a
transparent way and that our policy and programmes are
well-targeted, soundly based and properly funded. We
need to distinguish what is needed to support the sportcompetitive mallet sports, and the game - our social base.
Our elite players need support, as do our developing and
talented players. We could follow the approach taken by
Victoria and establish on-going structured training and
mentoring for elite, talented and developing players. Our
social players need to be encouraged to enjoy their
games, appreciate the validity of competitions and
contribute to the quality club life. On a different note, the
new regions are units through which a range of training
and support programmes for Clubs, Officials and players
can be delivered and this a priority.
3. What is your vision for croquet in NSW and what do
you think Clubs and individual members can do to
support that?
When preparing a draft vision statement for the ACA
several years ago, I suggested "many people of diverse
ages and backgrounds playing croquet in the parks,
backyards and croquet Clubs of Australia". Perhaps headin-the-clouds stuff, but if we did take that approach, and
make mallet sports more visible and fun, something to be
played pretty much anywhere, our potential player base
would build. So don't wait to have people come to us, go
to the ovals, quadrangles, parks, schools, and get people
seeing other people play a version of the game. There are
people who have pioneered this approach but more is
better. Our game can accommodate the very youthful think of the age of the Fletcher Brothers, Chloe Aberley,

News from your Club could have been
featured here!
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Player Profile: : Roberta Flint
Marrickville Club

JUNIOR DAY
th

The second day just for juniors was held on Friday 7 July.
A disappointing attendance with only two ten year olds
turning up and three apologies. I can say that the two of
them certainly enjoyed themselves. One belongs to the
Blue Mountains club and the other was brand new having
seen the Marrickville post – hopefully he will turn up at
Marrickville Club one Saturday morning.
I know that all clubs were informed but wonder if the
message was passed on to members. I realise that the
lawns at Tempe would not suit the country members and I
am quite prepared to run similar days in the regions.
Maybe it would be worthwhile for clubs to consider
having a Grandchildren and Friends Day – it worked
successfully at Maitland for quite a few years.
How many of you have heard new players say “Why didn’t
I start this earlier?” Maybe you said it yourself.
I would appreciate your comments and suggestions but
not from the player who said quite clearly “I can’t see why
anyone bothers with these young kids – croquet is a game
for old people”. I’m glad she didn’t say that to me.
My contact details are geofmcd@gmail.com or 49321792
Jacky McDonald
Junior Croquet Co-ordinate

1.Tell us about how you came to play croquet.
Charles and I were looking for an activity we could do
together on weekends and I saw an ad for a come and try
series at Strathfield Croquet Club. Charles’ mother had
played croquet in NZ, so the idea was familiar to us.
I also of course had in depth knowledge of croquet
through having been exposed to it in Alice in Wonderland
so our curiosity was sparked..
2. Where is your favourite place to play?
The Vista Hermosa Club de Golf in Puerto Santa Maria
(near Cadiz) is my favourite. I have never actually played
there but saw a great photo from the European GC
Championships on Facebook and have decided it is my
favourite.
As I have not actually played in Spain at all, I guess my
favourite place is my home club, Marrickville. It is a one
lawn club nestled in the corner of Marrickville Park,
which makes it a pleasure as one feels connected to our
local community as we play.
3. What has been the highlight in your croquet life?
I played the best break I had ever played in the 2017
Beryl Chambers so that would be a highlight. As AC
croquet really is a game against yourself every time I do
something really well I celebrate it as a highlight.
I was also delighted a few years ago to be awarded the
Elsy Wall Memorial Trophy by CNSW as well as winning
the raffle at that same presentation lunch. At that stage I
rarely won when playing croquet (but played a nice
game) so winning off the lawn was appreciated!
4. What is your next challenge?
Get more play in!! As I still work full time and have a
pretty busy job I don't get a lot of time to play (or
practice).
5. What is your key advice to new players?
Be open to playing all codes of the game AC, RC and GC,
each has its own unique joys and don't limit yourself to
one (unless you want to be a champion I suppose). Also
PERSEVERE with the game, it's worth it.

NSW GC Open Doubles Championship
16-17 June

NSW GC Open Singles
14-16 July

Seven pairs took part in the title with Australian women’s
champion Alison Sharpe (Killara) stepping in at the last
minute to partner Liz Montague (Killara) after her
husband, state representative Peter Montague pulled out
with an injury. The event was played in a double round
robin format with each team playing 12 games over two
days.

The NSW Open singles was a triumphant return to the
lawns for Peter Landrebe (Cammeray) after playing such
a crucial role as manager of the historic MacRobertson
Shield victory in the United States a few months ago.

The winners were John Levick (Newcastle) and David
Hanbidge (Nowra), who both play off -2 handicaps. They
finished on 10 wins. Peter and Elaine Coles (Forster)
played well to finish second on a count back from Alison
and Liz after both pairs finished on eight wins.
The smiling assassins Tony McArthur (Sutherland) and
Brenda Wild (Mt Sugarloaf), ensured plenty of laughs
during their five wins. Goffredo Giacomini (Sydney), who
won the title last year, teamed with a new partner, fellow
clubmate Richard Christian (Sydney & RSGC). The pair
failed to hit pay dirt this year but played some very
competitive matches to finish on four wins. Ros and Ron
Johnstone (Sutherland) joined them on the
same figure.

NSW ACA GC Bronze Medal
1-2 July
The Bronze medal is an invitation event featuring the
eight highest ranked available GC players in the state, the
winner of which represents NSW in the Gold Medal in
Brisbane later in the year.
The result was close, with just a single match separating
the top three ranked players. John Levick (Newcastle)
finished on six wins from seven matches, while Peter
Freer (Canberra) and David Hanbidge (Nowra) finished on
five wins. John now has a chance to win one of the few
titles in golf croquet (ACA Gold Medal) that has eluded
him.
David Hanbidge was the only player to beat John over the
two days, and he also beat Peter Freer, but losses to Joe
Dimech (Taree) and Trevor Black (Nelson Bay) in earlier
games proved costly.
Peter Freer finished runner-up from David Hanbidge on a
count back of games.

It was smiles all round for a happy group who enjoyed an
afternoon of croquet at Sydney Club, celebrating the
beginning of Spring.
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David Woods (Sutherland) played consistently beating all
his opponents except the top three and finished fourth
on four wins.

Bill Munns (Toronto) almost staged a mighty upset in an
early round, leading Peter 5-3 before Peter’s cool head
under pressure saw him win the last four hoops to secure
victory. Peter only lost one game during block play, that
being to John Levick 7-6.
After the block play was complete, John Levick
(Newcastle) played David Hanbidge (Nowra) in one semifinal and Peter Landrebe found himself up against Bill
Munns in the other.
The Hanbidge/Levick match was a thriller with John
needing an angled two metre jump shot at hoop 13 to
stay alive in game two, which he coolly made. But
David’s clearances were spot on in the third game
allowing him to sneak home seven five and meet Peter
Landrebe in the final. Peter cruised past Bill in the other
semi 7-1, 7-3.
The final saw a Landrebe master class! David played
consistently and accurately with very few errors but Peter
was simply dynamite. Peter is the lowest handicapped
player in NSW off a -4 handicap and it showed. He ran
hoops from more than six yards in the final and no ball
was safe from clearance no matter where it was on the
lawn. For those watching it was brilliant to watch.
Leslie Easton (Port Macquarie) won the plate with some
great patience and touch on the slippery Tempe greens.
Thanks to David Hanbidge for these three
reports.
GC Division 1 Singles
14-16 August
There were two blocks initially.
Block A: John Levick, Steve Thornton, Trevor Black, Ron
Johnstone, Liz Montague, Brenda Wild, Elaine Coles,
Richard Christian and Ted Woodley.
Block B: Peter Freer, Peter
Montague, Bill Munns, Pauline
Markwell, Lesley Easton, Ros
Johnstone and Bernie McAlary.
After the initial rounds, there were
the usual playoffs and the final was
between Trevor Black and John Levick.
Trevor prevailed in the best of three
games to take first place, with John
runner-up.
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LISMORE RICOCHET DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP

NSW Golf Croquet Gold Brooch Event
28-30 August 2017
Host Club: Nelson Bay Croquet Club
Tournament Manager: Linda Butler

Nelson Bay was a welcoming
venue

Tournament Referee: Margaret Thompson, assisted by
Helen Chalmers and Peter Smith
Entries: Fourteen teams entered the tournament, but
there were two late withdrawals due to injury and ill
health. The competitors came from Nelson Bay (3),
Maitland (6), Toronto (3), Sutherland (3), Mt Sugarloaf
(1), Port Hacking (2), EDSACC (1), Canberra (2), Branxton
(1), Sydney (1), and RSGC (1).
The competition was conducted as a round robin
tournament in a single block, with each team playing all
other teams once. Games were untimed, and 20 sessions
were conducted over three days.
Winners:

Runners-up Marie Synott and Rita Cole finished only one
game behind the leaders and indeed came within one
hoop of winning the championship. Cole’s performance
demonstrated that she is well on the way back to first
class playing following her enforced absence from the
lawns. As always, the elegance of Synott’s strokes
concealed a merciless tactical mind which was put to
considerable use throughout the contest.

It rained

Ron King & Chris Robertson (Maitland/
Branxton) with 10 wins

Overview of the tournament: Despite some appalling
weather conditions (strong cold winds, heavy rain,
particularly on the Monday), the tournament schedule
moved along efficiently with one exception which I will
return to below. Games were played with great
camaraderie, and the catering of the host club was
greatly appreciated, particularly the soups which were
perfect for the cold weather. The only “complaint” about
the catering was that the food was so good that they ate
too much and they would all put on weight! An
enjoyable event dinner was held at the local bowling club
on the Tuesday night.

Typical Lismore winter sunshine and interesting cloud
formations added to the enjoyment of one of the
highlights of Lismore Croquet Club’s year.
And the sun shone
Runner-up Marie Synott
prepares to make her team’s
next killing

Two pairs were level-pegging on 7 wins at the end of the
first two days – Ron King & Chris Robertson, and Tony
Hall & Ralph Richardson. Ron & Chris continued their
strong form on the final day, but Tony and Ralph came up
against some strong competition and lost their last three
matches.
This allowed Cheryl Patterson & Chris
Williamson to move up into second place. The local
hopes rested on Trevor Black and Cheryl Lloyd, who came
home strongly into fourth spot after a slow start on the
first day.

This was also my first time as an event manager and I
found the help, advice and resources provided gave me
all the information I needed to run the event. Thank you.

Well co-ordinated team work gave
Doubles Champions Fred Moss and Val
Mitchell a popular victory in the
Lismore Croquet Club’s 2017 Golf
Croquet Championships. Moss and
Mitchell have been playing and
training as a team for some time in
prepar ation
for
th e
Club
Championship and the general feeling
amongst their fellow members was
that it had been a well-earned
triumph.

Fred Moss, joint winner with partner Val Mitchell
of the Golf Croquet Doubles Championship

Club Captain Fay Ross saw her
earlier coaching and development
of Deborah Matten rewarded
when Deborah narrowly beat her
teacher to take the First Division
Singles
Championship.
Congratulating her protégée, Fay
remarked that Deborah’s success
was a very satisfying endorsement
of her coaching.

Third place getters Joyce Perry and Bruce Ross did not
have a good day and in other circumstances may well
have finished further down the ladder. Ross could not
find form, possibly reflecting his limited practice in recent
months, and Perry was dogged by an uncommon run of
bad luck that offset her ever-present power-house drives.

Runners-up: Cheryl Patterson & Chris Williamson
(EDSACC/Toronto) with 8 wins

This was the first event Nelson Bay Croquet Club has
hosted for Croquet NSW. We were very pleased to
showcase our club, and hope to host more events in the
future.

Regular practice and strict personal discipline gave
Bernadette Ryan and Deborah Matten a tight victory in
Lismore Croquet Club‘s 2017 Ricochet Doubles
Championship. Both players showed the benefits of the
more restrained style they have adopted, with Ryan in
particular playing a settled game in contrast to her usual
adventurous play while Matten held her stop-shots down
to 30 metres max.

TEAM WORK WORKS FOR THE TEAM AT LISMORE
CROQUET CHAMPIONSHIPS

A Teacher’s Triumph. Mentor Fay Ross congratulates Deborah Matten
on her Singles Championship victory

The Second Division Singles title went to Joyce Perry with
a welcome return to form after a period of disfavour by
Dame Fortune.
In the Handicap events, Gwen Sharp and
Phyllis Waters played demanding croquet
for a hard fought Doubles win, while the
Singles went to Club President Barry
Waters.

The Ref worked
hard

Winning Styles win Happy Smiles. Gwen Sharp,
with partner Phyllis Waters, was the happy winner
of the Doubles Handicap event.

Some interested local
spectators joined in the
fun -or were they just
waiting for some
crumbs?

Bruce Ross contemplates a difficult
field.

Club Captain Fay Ross summed up the Championships:
“The 2017 Championships delivered the goods. Good
croquet, good sportsmanship, good fellowship and good
fun”.

Jim Yeo

Linda Butler
Nelson Bay Bowling Club
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REFLECTIONS OF A DELEGATE
I thought I would share my reflections on the CNSW
meeting and discussions held yesterday, Saturday 19
August. I attended the meetings as the Delegate for
Marrickville Croquet Club. Despite an "unusual" lead up
to the meetings there was a positive and collaborative
feel to the day, which was most welcome. In particular
there was positive feedback regarding the information
that flows through our FB group and page and some
members interest in how to broaden engagement in
these on line discussions, hence me sharing my
reflections of the day here on FB.
At the end of the forum participants were asked for a
word or two that could form a focus for the year. We
came up with a few, all starting with the letter C which I
use here to sum up more broadly.
Constitution - the motions to the SGM were withdrawn
with a view to a broader review to neaten up the
Constitution where there is ambiguity and address other
minor elements, including one about the requirements re
an annual audit. The Board was been asked to ensure
there was consultation on any significant change if the
need for any became apparent. This made the SGM very
short and we all know a short meeting is a good meeting!
Communication/consultation - better communication
was an underlying theme which is not surprising as
effective communication is fundamental to any group
endeavour. There was some discussion about a need for

better consultation with clubs on some specific things as
well as general discussion re the newsletter, website and
Facebook page and discussion group.
Coinage / cash — keeping CNSW sustainable and looking
for other opportunities to promote the sport, both
through Board activity and through information flows to
Clubs to support their activities. There was discussion of
the need to engage with locally elected government reps
(local, state and federal) as they will keep clubs
connected with information on grant opportunities (they
like to have good news in their electorates!).
Contribute 4 connectivity - this last "C" came from
Wendy's plea for more contributions to the newsletter (I
have expanded it here). It is also an extension on the
theme of improving communication. To me, it is only
through both Club and individual member contributions
that CNSW is viable. I guess the move to identify regional
coordinators to promote better links falls under this
notion as well (apparently not all regions have had
someone identified for this role as yet). There are always
lots of ideas about what the Board could/should do but
to me the real question is what do we all do to connect
and contribute to make things happen?
We are all CNSW, the Board itself is only one part of the
CNSW croquet family. How can we all better support and
contribute to the promotion of croquet in NSW?

AC Champion of Champions
28-30 July 2017

A Message from the State Handicapper

The entrants were: Jim Nicholls, Mike Hughes, John
Levick, Ted Griffin, John Eddes, Alison Sharpe, Nick
Chapman, Gareth Denyer, and David Hanbidge.
Nick and Jim proceeded to the semi-finals, with John
Levick, Alison, Mike and David contesting preliminary
finals. Nick then met John Levick and David met Jim in
the semis. The final was between Nick and Jim, with Nick
Chapman the victor.
The Plate was won by Alison Sharpe, with Mike Hughes
runner-up.

AC Bronze Brooch
31 July—2 August
The field comprised Ralph Richardson, Ian Lucas, Graham
Maynard, Bernie Gibson, Ralda Kirton, Marg O’Brien,
Glenda Chaplyn, David Gibson, Norman Fisher, Sue
Eldridge-Smith and Lucy Rees. This was payed in two
blocks. The final was between Ian Lucas and Glenda
Chaplyn, winner s of their respective blocks.
Winner of the Brooch: Ian Lucas.

I wonder if others may like to share their reflections?
Roberta Flint

AC Selectors’ First 8
5-6 August
The event attracted a field of eight players: Alan Walsh,
Tim Murphy, Alan Honey, Gareth Denyer, Mike Hughes,
Tony Hall, Robert Elliott and John Bartrop.
Winner: Alan Walsh
Runner-up: Alan Honey
AC Selectors’ Second 8
5-6 August
This event was played in two blocks initially at Forster
Club.
The contestants were Bill Blowes, Barbara McTiernan,
Steve Miles and Barb Piggott in Blue Block.
Larry Bryant, Pam Gentle, Stephen Howes and Barbara
McDonald in Red Block.
The final was between Bill Blowes and Steve Miles, with
Bill the winner.
The Plate was between Barb Piggott and Barbara
McTiernan, with Barbara McTiernan the victor.

What would be your caption for the photo of the delegates at the AGM?

1.
How best to get players to engage with the new
features?
We are encouraging members to take responsibility for
keeping their handicap information up to date in the
main CNSW database. As you know, members can now
use their email address to log in to the database from the
CNSW web page. If they forget their password (and let’s
face it we all do!!) there is a simple and safe way of retrieving it.
Although we’re aware that some folk don’t engage with
email, the more people we can get to submit this contact
information the better, as otherwise the burden is on
other people (club secretary, tournament managers, etc)
to update the information.
As a further incentive for players to start engaging with
the database, we will shortly have a new system for tournament entry which will require registration using email
addresses.
2. Updating to the new GC indexes
One target for me is to ensure that all the active GC players have updated their indexes to the system that was
introduced in April of this year. Players with indices under
1000 are likely to have not done this.
3. Legacy AC handicaps
A few players have AC handicaps that either appear to be
out-of-date or have no index. The combination of handicap and index act as good cross-checks for each other and the new system ensures that they are compatible. I’ve flagged the ones that don’t look current since
part of the aim of my spring clean is to remove information about players that are no longer active in a particular
code. I suspect that several folk have stopped playing AC,
for example.
Of course, I appreciate that it is not necessary to update
handicap information for folk that never play in tournaments, but the central database does serve as a 'Single
Source of Truth', not just for CNSW but also for clubs – so
the more players that engage with it, the better for the
Secretaries. (Hurray for that!!).
Anyway, please let me know if you have any suggestions
for how we can increase member engagement with the
database and make the database work well for all Club
Secretaries.
All the best

Photo courtesy Peter Freer
VISIT THE CNSW
WEB SITE @

http://www.croquet-nsw.org
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Well done to all AC players who have been
involved in these events.
CNSW Newsletter September 2017

Gareth Denyer
gareth.denyer@sydney.edu.au
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MARKING BALLS IN ASSOCIATION CROQUET
Neil Hardie

There are two situations when we mark one or more balls in croquet:
When a ball from another (double-banked) game is in the way of our shot.
When a fault may be committed, and the balls may have to be replaced in their original position.
Double-banked games
If you are playing in a double-banked game, it often occurs that a ball from the other game is in the way of your shot.
You should take precautions even if the ball is off the direct line, as your shot may be inaccurate. It is always better to
mark such a ball than to have to deal with the consequences of colliding with it (there is an article on the CNSW website
under ‘referees’ which deals with the procedure - which is quite complicated - if you do collide with such a ball).
Before you mark such a ball you must get the agreement of the player from the other game. You call out their name
and ask ‘Can I mark white?’ before you move the ball. Often the player is about to move the ball in question, and then it
is best to wait until that happens. Never move a ball without asking the player – it is possible that the ball has been
carefully wired, or has been placed in a very specific position. Once the agreement of the player has been given you
mark the ball carefully and put it in a position which is clearly not its original position – e.g. in the jaws of a hoop, or
against the peg, or off the lawn. If you just move it a few feet sideways, it is not clear if the ball has been replaced or
not; and you may forget to put the ball back after you have played your shot.
It is very discourteous to forget to replace the ball – make that a priority as soon as you have played your shot (unless it
is still in the way).
Usually the ball to be moved is in the middle of the lawn, and it can be marked with a single marker (see below for
marking non-critical balls).
If the ball which is in your way is in a critical position – near a hoop, or just outside a corner – then you need to be very
cautious about moving it. It is much better to let the other player continue playing and play the ball, even if this takes a
couple of minutes longer. If this situation occurs in a serious tournament with a referee, the referee must agree to the
ball being marked and moved. If you are marking a critical ball, then this must be done with care and accuracy (see
below – marking critical balls).
Marking balls because of a possible fault
When a fault may be committed in a shot – for example a double tap, or the ball bounces back onto your foot, or you
rest the mallet on your knee – the player should call a referee or the opponent to watch the shot. The first thing this
observer should do is to mark any balls which might be affected by the shot, because if the shot is a fault, then the
opponent has the choice of leaving them as they lie, or replacing them in the positions they had before the shot was
played. In order to replace the balls, you have to know where they were. As the shot played was obviously a difficult
one (players don’t commit faults with easy shots), it is important that the balls be replaced accurately so that the shot is
not made easier or more difficult.
Remember that you must mark not only the striker’s ball, but any ball it may hit in the course of its shot – such as a
received ball on the other side of the hoop, or a ball on the playing side of the hoop that may be struck when the
striker’s ball bounces off the hoop. This is because if the shot is a fault, and the opponent decides to replace the balls in
their original position, this applies to all the balls that were moved by the shot, not just the striker ball. These balls are
usually non-critical, and can be marked with a single marker.
Marking Non-Critical Balls
The best way to do this is to line the ball up with a nearby hoop or peg, and place a marker behind the ball along this
line, and then take the ball away. It is not a good idea to lift the ball and put a marker underneath the centre. This is less
accurate, and can also lead to problems if you are distracted after lifting the ball but before you put the marker down.
However, if you are using the preferred procedure of lining the ball up with a hoop or peg, do remember what you have
used for the line-up.

THE SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING AND
2017 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 19th August was a big day for CNSW Directors and Club Delegates.
Before the Special General Meeting the Outgoing Board met and by virtue of clause 14.1.g of the Constitution agreed
that the number of Directors should remain at 7 following the AGM. This allows a continuation of the 3:4:3:4 retirement
of Directors.
The Special General Meeting was attended by 4 Directors and 31 Delegates and chaired by John Compton. After
opening the meeting at 10:45am, John advised the assembly that after receiving advice, the Board had decided to
withdraw all the Notices of Motion, and as there was no business to discuss closed the meeting at 10:55am.
The Annual General Meeting was chaired by John Compton who declared a quorum at 11:05am and opened the
meeting. The minutes of last year’s AGM and the various reports were accepted, noting the need for the appointment
of an Auditor, and the meeting progressed to the elections. John Eddes, Nerida Taylor, Steve Thornton and Brenda Wild
were elected as Directors and Neil Hardie re-elected as State Director of AC Refereeing. Other Elected Officers are midterm. Following a review of the Appointed Officers and Committees, the Chair closed the meeting at 12:00pm.
After the AGM, Tricia Vierra chaired a discussion forum where a number of topics were covered including appointment
of a Sports Development Officer, assistance for Clubs applying for grants, Regional Coordinators and having a young
person looking at Social Media Development.
Following the Discussion session, the Incoming Board met and the Directors chose Nerida Taylor as the Chair and
confirmed John Eddes as Treasurer and Steve Thornton as Secretary. Also considered was the process for filling the two
casual vacancies for Directors as soon as is practical and possible.
The day concluded at 3:45pm
Steve Thornton
Secretary
Members of the New Board
(two remain to be elected)

Back: Steve Thornton, Brenda Wild, John Eddes
Front: Tricia Vierra, Nerida Taylor

(Photo courtesy Roberta Flint)
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From the Chairman of the
Board

From the Editor

The 2017 AGM was held at Tempe on
Saturday 18 August amidst a buzz of activity.
A large contingent of Delegates attended,
the largest rollup for an AGM for some time.
Four Board positions were to be contested by 6
candidates .
The Board now stands as Nerida Taylor- Chair, Steve
Thornton- Secretary, John Eddes- Treasurer and Brenda
Wild and Tricia Vierra- Directors. Tricia starts year 2 of
her two year appointment, John Eddes and Steve
Thornton will serve a final 2 year Board term, Brenda and
I are appointed for two years with the option to stand
again for two further terms.
There were two other nominees for the four positions,
Peter Martin and Rob Elliott. Both expressed a passion to
work on specific areas of interest- Peter, to work with
small and struggling Clubs, helping them to build their
Club membership, liaise more effectively within their
community and achieve greater success in their funding
and grants applications. Rob is keen to unravel the
complexities surrounding our occupation of Tempe,
formal lease arrangement, informal arrangements, land
zoning(s) and restrictions and/or opportunities associated
with such. This is an indication only of the body of work
to be done and the subsequent decisions to be made.
Both Rob and Peter were asked by the Board to fill
Appointed Director positions. In ensuing discussion about
the scope of Board responsibilities, both wished to
primarily direct their energies into their specific areas of
interest. The Board’s modis operandi, and its need for
accountability was viewed as constraining and both
opted not to join the Board. Rob remains interested in
continuing work on the resolution of Tempe in a different
capacity.
A warm thanks to all those persons who re-nominated, or
who are newly appointed, to the various CNSW roles and
Committees. Your efforts and dedication underpin the
operation of our sport in NSW. Thanks also to those
Delegates who participated in the discussion forum after
the AGM. There were clear messages which will be
addressed. Summaries are elsewhere (Thanks to Roberta
Flint and Steve Thornton).

Here we are again with another Newsletter
filling up with stories from clubs as well as more
general matters.
Only a very few clubs sent club reports this time, so
thanks to Lismore and Toronto, as well as some joint
articles from Mid North Coast Clubs (Forster, Gloucester,
Port Macquarie and Taree) as well as the 3WAY group
(Wodonga, Walla Walla, Wagga Wagga, Albury and
Young).

Marking Critical Balls
A ball is in a critical position if a small movement in its position affects the game significantly. For example, if a ball has
an angled shot at its next hoop, moving the ball slightly sideways can make the hoop attempt impossible if moved one
way, or easy if moved the other way. In both cases the game has been affected unfairly. Other cases are if a ball is
wired, or almost wired, from another ball; or if a ball is near a corner the rush line can be changed if another ball is
rushed into the corner. Another case is a shot hampered by a hoop, where a small movement can make the shot easy
or extremely difficult.
Because a small move makes a difference, it is important to mark the ball precisely so it can be replaced accurately.
Marking has three requirements: accuracy of replacement, avoidance of the player’s stance, and reasonable speed of
replacement.
The recommended method of marking a ball uses lines from hoop legs through the ball centre. X indicates markers.

There are quite a few good reports from various
competitions. In particular, the Pennants Reports in both
AC and GC make a good read. In fact, I think this issue is
one of the best in recent times as regards having reports
on both AC and GC events. Gareth Denyer has a message
re Handicapping and Neil Hardie has provided another
good AC coaching note.
As CNSW held its Annual General Meeting earlier than
usual, there is a report in this issue. Congratulations to
those who were appointed as Directors on the day,
Nerida, Steve, John, Tricia and Brenda. We wish them
well in their endeavours in the year ahead.
I would like to acknowledge here those who retired at
this meeting—Peter Coles, Jim Nicholls and John
Compton. .John Levick had resigned earlier. Much good
work was done in the past year and we thank you for all
your efforts on behalf of Croquet NSW.

In Fig 1, we place markers along a line from the hoop leg through the centre of the ball. In Fig 2, we supplement this
with two makers across the centre of the ball.
I sometimes use an alternative method of marking. This uses two factors: two markers across the ball centre,
reasonably close and placed equidistant, and a third marker along the most critical line for the given position. Thus, for
an angled hoop shot, we place two markers (a and b) at right angles to the line of shot (that keeps them away from the
player’s feet), and a third marker (c) along the line which the ball would need to travel.

I look forward to your contributions for the next issue of
the Newsletter.
Enjoy the beginning of spring!
Wendy Fothergill
newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
Closing date for the next issue: Friday 24 November
2017

Markers a and b fix the distance of the ball from the hoop; marker c shows the critical line – the line which determines
the difficulty of the shot.
Similarly for a hampered shot: two markers across the centre give the distance of the ball from the plane of the hoop
which hampers the shot, while a marker from the ball centre along the outside of the hoop leg shows the direction the
mallet must travel to hit the ball cleanly.

As the new Chair, I welcome the opportunity to work
with my fellow Board members, Appointed Officers and
the broader croquet community. Our croquet community
has diverse and disparate views like any organization. Our
strength is our shared passion for our sport and our
interest in ensuring its sustainability. This will be the glue
that enables us to work together and be effective in the
coming year.
Nerida Taylor
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CROQUET NSW Inc.
The Golf Croquet GC State team will be
competing in the Inter-State Shield in
Brisbane (September 6-10) as this issue
goes to press.
We wish them all good fortune in the
battles they face and hope to see them
bring home the shield.
The Coveted Shield
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Opening of New Independent Lawn in the Blue Mountains
Saturday the 1st of April was an historic day for the Blue
Mountains Croquet Club. That was our “big day” - the
day of the Opening Ceremony of our “New Independent
Lawn”.
For some time, the Club, based at Blackheath since 2005,
had known that it had to move a find a new home. In
2015 the “Peter Carroll Field” at Leura had been selected.
Initially two Croquet lawns were marked out and
established on the outer part of the oval. There, we
would share the facilities at “Peter Carroll Field” with the
Blue Mountains Cricket Association. This arrangement is
fine during the year until the Cricket season commences.
Then, of course, the cricketers will use the oval on
Saturdays. Therefore, to secure a future at that location
it was decided that a lawn, independent of the oval, was
needed to enable Croquet to be played on Saturdays
during the cricket season. After many meetings and
discussions and months of hard work, the final goal was
accomplished in early 2017 in the creation of a full sized
Croquet lawn within the park but not on the oval – hence
an “Independent Lawn”.

Back row: Peter Montague, Trevor Black, Peter Freer (Capt), David Hanbidge, John Levick
Front Row: Lesley Easton, Liz Montague, Barb Piggott, Ros Johnstone, Pauline Markwell

The Opening ceremony was attended by the local
member of State Parliament, representatives of the local
council, and Croquet NSW, other invited guests as well as
members of the Club. We were very pleased to have the
presence of Mr John Eddes of Croquet NSW who had the
honour of opening the new lawn by cutting the ribbon

Cartoon Courtesy Peter Freer
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After the speeches and ribbon cutting formalities were
concluded everyone adjourned to our new spacious
clubhouse for a special morning tea. At the morning tea
Vice
President
John
Siccardi was presented
with a special award for
“Outstanding Service” to
the Club. John, as well as
being one of the driving
forces behind this project,
was the chief overseer and
supervisor
of
the
construction of the lawn –
doing much of the work
himself, assisted by various volunteers. Also presented
with an award for “Outstanding Service” to the Club was
Treasurer Gail Siccardi, who has worked tirelessly to
shepherd the Club through a period of transition.
The final result on the
1st of April was a new
lawn with brand new
hoops, peg and balls,
quite resplendent in
sunshine in the midst
of a protracted period
of wet weather! A thoroughly enjoyable time was had
by all who were present at this special occasion. It truly
was a day of celebration, filled with a very real sense of
optimism for the Club’s future at its new home.
Adrian Rowland
President
Blue Mountains Croquet Club.

Croquet NSW Inc is located at Mackey Park, Marrickville, Sydney

Postal address: PO Box 5096 Marrickville NSW 1475 • Phone: (02) 9559 6073 • Email: newsletter@croquet-nsw.org

