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Dixon Advisory Croquet Classic 2018
This event, now in its 5th year, is the richest Association
Croquet event in the world, with prizemoney totalling
$5,000. The main sponsor is Dixon Advisory, Australia’s
leading advisors to self-managed superannuation funds.
It is played each year at Cammeray, including games
under lights, with games going from 8.00 am through to
“lights out” at 10.00 pm.
This year 13 of Australia’s top players plus the leading NZ
woman player gained automatic entry to the final series,
with 6 other players, including one from The Philippines,
played a qualifying event to decide who took the last two
places. Eight of the players were ranked in the top 100 in
the world.
John Levick (Newcastle National Park) and John Bartrop
(Killara) each had 4 wins out of their 5 games in the
qualifying event, and thus progressed to the final series.
Play in the final series was initially in four blocks each of 4
players, all played on Friday 2 March.
Block winners and runners-up progressed to a full double
-elimination knockout (the Green KO) to determine which
player would go straight to the Tournament Final on
Sunday. Third and fourth placed players went into a
more normal knockout (Pink and White Kos), where they
were joined by players from the double-elimination
knockout as those players lost their games. This process
led to the Brown KO, which produced the other finalist,
with losing players dropping into a 12-person Plate
knockout.
Block winners each received a prize of $150, and were
Edward Wilson (Millswood, SA), Alix Verge (Individual,
NSW), Trevor Bassett (Individual NSW) and Peter
Landrebe (Cammeray). Trevor Bassett blitzed his block
with a TPO in his first game, then a magnificent SXPO in
his second game, followed by a more mundane TP in his
third game. Unsurprisingly, he went on to win the
Peeling Prize.
Greg Fletcher, who won the event in 2015, emerged
victorious from the Green KO to go straight to the final,
beating Kevin Beard, the winner in 2014 and 2017, in the
process. In the Brown KO, Peter Landrebe lost to Alix
Verge late on Saturday night, while Fleur Brockway (East

Fremantle, WA) accounted for Edward Wilson 26-22 on
Sunday morning. Fleur went on to lose to Alix Verge 2622, giving Alix the right to meet Kevin in the Brown KO.
Kevin won that game 26-10, earning the right to take on
Greg again in the Tournament Final. Alix played very
well throughout the tournament, and took home third
prize of $250 to add to her $150 prize for winning her
block.
In the Plate event, Edward Wilson started Sunday with a
flawless 26SXP-0 win over Callum Hyland (Sandy Bay,
Tas), followed by a 26-9 win over Jenny Clarke
(Christchurch, NZ), during which he attempted another
sextuple peel, only to break down half way through.
Meanwhile Peter Landrebe accounted for Mike Hughes
(Cammeray) 26STP-15, and Alan Honey (Canberra) 26TP23, to go to the Plate final against Edward. In the Plate
Final, Edward set out on another sextuple, and
completed all six peels before being unable to run his
striker ball through rover. Pete hit in and made 9 hoops
before setting a leave, after which Edward hit in to run
out a 26-9 winner, adding the Plate Winner’s prize of
$150 to his block winner’s prize of $150. Edward was
also runner-up in the Peeling competition.
In the final, there was a lot of interchange as Greg and
Kevin came to terms with the firm, narrow hoops. A
crowd of about 50 people were entertained as Kevin got
his clips to Peg and Penult,
while Greg was on 1 and 4back. Greg hit in, and was
in a winning break when
time was up, but continued
his break with a triple peel
to win 26TP-22 after time.
Greg has now won the
event twice, to match
Kevin. The winner in 2016
was Greg’s brother Robert
Fletcher, the number 1
ranked player in the world.

Winner Greg Fletcher in Action
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From the Chairman of the
Board

From the Editor

Hi everyone – Happy New Year and welcome back to
Croquet for 2018. Unfortunately it’s been a rather hot
and humid start to the year but hopefully the weather
will soon become kinder to us all so we can start to enjoy
some great days of playing Croquet.
Since the last newsletter the Board makeup has changed
with the resignation of both Tricia Vierra and Nerida
Taylor and then the addition of Tony McArthur. We wish
Tricia and Nerida well for their individual croquet futures.
Tony, most would remember, was CNSW’s last President
and the first Chair of CNSW when our constitution
changed to the Board structure. Welcome back Tony.
For our members visiting Tempe you will be noticing
some changes. Thank you to the Facilities Management
Committee for your ongoing improvements in/on and
around the lawns and offices. The players’ room is the
next to get a makeover which hopefully will be finished
within the next few weeks.
Congratulations to our members who participated in the
AC Worlds in Wellington, NZ.
You have done NSW
proud. A special mention of Jim Nicholls and Steven
Richards for making the knockout round of 32 – well
done!! The experience of playing in this tournament
bodes well for our Eire Cup team who plays the rest of
Australia in Adelaide in March. From all CNSW members
we wish the team and all the players in the Gold Medal
and singles events good luck and play well.

Another year has rolled in—here’s hoping it will be one
filled with big and little successes for everyone as we
continue to play this great game. I welcome Brenda to
her new role as Chair of the Board of CNSW and wish her
well in all she wants to achieve in her time in office.
Brenda’s profile can be read on p. 15.
It was a very slow start for this issue but an appeal on my
behalf by CNSW secretary did spur some clubs on. Thank
you so much. Remember, there is no newsletter unless
clubs send in material and please don’t wait to be asked!
I am very happy to have a report on the Dixon Advisory
Croquet Classic virtually as soon as players have laid
down their mallets. Well done to all involved.
Club news comes from the Ballina Clubs, Blue Mountains,
Cessnock, Cheltenham, Coutts Crossing, EDSACC, Forster,
Gloucester, Hazelbrook, Killara, Lithgow, Maitland,
Sawtell, Strathfield, and Wagga Wagga, . There are also
interesting reports from the Mid-North Coast Council
(Forster, Gloucester, Port Macquarie and Taree Clubs)
and the Northern Region Clubs. Neil Hardie has another
good article with plenty of advice - the time it is Double
Taps.
Junior Croquet and Gateball have given some dates for
your calendars.
We should have reports of competitions in the next
issue—good luck to all those who enter the various
contests on offer.

A more detailed update from the Board has been
included on the CNSW website and also forwarded to
Club Secretaries to display on their Clubs noticeboards.
I hope over the next eighteen months I can visit as many
clubs as possible to meet as many members of Croquet
NSW as possible and to spread the joy of playing our
great game.

Brenda Wild
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Wendy Fothergill

Closing date for next issue:
Friday 25 May

MID NORTH COAST CROQUET COUNCIL (MNC)
REPORT FOR 2017
The Forster, Gloucester, Port Macquarie and Taree Croquet Clubs have had another year of good inter-club
competitions and social events. An introductory ricochet competition was added to the calendar. Ricochet will be
added to both types of competition in 2018.
In the Inter-Club competitions each club plays both singles and doubles games
against the other three clubs. In golf croquet 24 games are played in each match.
The 2017 winners of the Jan Sage Plate were Port Macquarie.
In association croquet, because of the decreasing
number of players in this code, four singles and two
doubles games are played. The 2017 winners of the
Rogers Plate were Port Macquarie.

The Forster team won the one day Inter-Club ricochet
competition, winning the Phil Sage Plate
In the second half of the year the District Championships are held.
In association croquet level play singles games were played between the divisional winners in
each club. The Gloucester club hosted this event. The winners were:
Division 1
Ray Vize (Forster)
Division 2
Archie McCulloch (Taree)
Division 3
Penny Jude (Forster)
Division 4
Carol Dwyer (Gloucester)
The Golf Croquet District Championships were hosted by Forster. This is a
team competition between the best players in each division. Each team
plays singles and doubles games against the other clubs. The winners
were:

Division 1
Division 2
Division 3

Forster
Forster
Gloucester

The 2017 Christmas Party and Trophy Presentation were held at Gloucester. Their country hospitality, with a delicious
lunch and enjoyable games of golf croquet, was appreciated by the many people who attended.

Bridget Earle
(President)

Carol Dwyer
(Secretary/Treasurer)
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Blue Mountains Croquet Club
Inaugural Bill Haines Trophy Competition
Blue Mountains Croquet Club started in September 1980 and has since prospered in the Upper Blue Mountains, but
until 2015 was located at various locations in the Upper Mountains. In 2015 the club moved to its permanent home at
Peter Carroll Field Leura where it shares the oval, club building and equipment shed with the Blue Mountains Cricket
Association. Following the move to Peter Carroll Field the club was able to establish 2 croquet lawns on the outfield of
the cricket oval. However with cricket needing the whole of the oval for play on Saturdays in the summer months the
club decided to build a new independent croquet lawn adjacent to the cricket oval so that play could take place at the
same time as cricket The new independent lawn was completed in 2016 and was officially inaugurated in April 2017.
In late 2017, with the club having found a permanent home at Leura and the hard work of relocating completed, it was
decided to hold a singles handicap competition between members. The club decided to name the competition the “Bill
Haines Trophy” in memory of a great stalwart of the club.
Bill joined Blue Mountains Croquet Club in 2005 when he came dressed in his whites, mallet in hand, ready to play. It
was an indication of his approach to the game and the commitment he would give to it. Bill continued to play over
many years up until his passing on 13 August 2016. Bill was a great supporter of Blue Mountains Croquet Club and of
croquet in NSW (the latter as an accredited referee). Bill held various positions on the club executive – including
President, Treasurer, Club Referee and Club Captain. Bill was both a great mentor and a fierce competitor and played in
many inter-club competitions with great success. Therefore it seemed appropriate to the club that the new competition
should remember Bill.
Play for the inaugural Bill Haines Trophy competition commenced in October 2017. The competition was a handicap
match with an elimination round held between seven male club members and an elimination round between six female
club members (unfortunately the seventh female member had to retire for personal reasons).
The competitors in the male elimination round were Pete Beerkens, Jim Cook, Basil Jackson, Darryl Nelson, Adrian
Rowland, John Siccardi and Ian Strudwick and the competitors in the female round were Wendy Callaghan, Lyn Cook,
Lorraine Friend, Lorna Nelson, Gail Siccardi and Jan Vaughan.
Referees for the competition were club members - John Friend, Gail Siccardi and John Siccardi.
It was a close competition and it was pleasing that every competitor won at last one match. The winners of the
elimination rounds, Ian Strudwick and Jan Vaughan, played off for the grand final on Saturday 25 th November.
Ian Strudwick won the grand final match 7 hoops to 5 and was declared the winner of the Bill Haines Trophy for 2017
and was presented with the trophy in December. Ian is also CEO of the Blue Mountains Cricket Association and has
provided an enormous help to the croquet club in facilitating the joint use of the Peter Carroll Field facilities by both
cricket and croquet.
The club intends to repeat the competition on an annual basis, each spring, and to hold a doubles club competition,
each autumn, with the first doubles competition to be held in April 2018

Adrian Rowland (President), Jan Vaughan (runner up), Ian Strudwick (winner)

Details of the club, its history and how to join can be found at :
https://sites.google.com/site/bluemountainscroquetclubinc/home.

Lyn Cook
Publicity Officer
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ESSNOCK CROQUET CLUB

was delighted to be one of four major
projects undertaken by Bunnings Central
Coast Region as a Community Involvement exercise in
late 2017. Bunnings staff consulted our committee on
our “wish list” for work we would like performed on our
club house. Needless to say we had a list but our
expectations were modest.

Many of us will be aware that Bunnings supports
community groups’ fundraising activities by allowing
them to hold weekend sausage sizzles at their stores but
they do far more. A few major projects such as ours are
undertaken by a group of stores and individual stores
help with more modest projects. The volunteers stressed
that it is Bunnings’ principle to actively contribute to
causes and organisations that benefit communities.

AZELBROOK CROQUET CLUB
is eighty years old in 2018 having been established in
1938.
It has had quite a chequered career since its
inauguration, playing at several venues until the club was
given a home with the marvellous bowling club, with the
beautiful greens at Hazelbrook Bowling and Croquet Club.
We are a very happy band of players with one of our
playing members celebrating her 100th birthday with us
last year. The photo shows Betty Levy receiving her Life
Member’s badge from our President Roz Thomas.

On the appointed day a team of volunteers co-ordinated
by Sue Whitaker of the Cessnock Warehouse arrived to
paint inside and out, replace old guttering, refit the
kitchen with new bench tops and cupboards, sand and
polish the floor, install new roller blinds and raised
garden beds. The volunteers came from stores from the
area ranging from Umina to Singleton.
Bunnings supplied all the materials, labour and even
lunch. Our members cooked the BBQ. We were
overwhelmed with the generosity of the volunteers and
management of Bunnings.

We have thirty-one members who come from nine of the
villages within the Blue Mountains and we play on two
full sized greens that are protected in a valley from most
of the winter weather.
We have had return matches with several clubs including,
Cowra, Orange and Leura.
We play every Tuesday playing Association Golf in the
morning and Golf Croquet in the afternoon. This proves
very popular as the members playing Association is
growing in number each week. The last Tuesday of the
month we play Golf Croquet all day for the keenly fought
over Howard Trophy.
We have had return matches with several clubs including
Cowra, Orange and Leura, and we played against Molong
who have recently formed a club. We are going to Leura
on the 5th May for a return match and this is an annual
event and is also World Croquet Day.

Voirrey Cochrane
Secretary

One of our members, the late Trevor Thomas, started a
monthly competition on a Sunday for members who
come from several clubs, some as far as Sydney, to play
Association Croquet as at their own clubs they only play
Golf Croquet. This has proved to be most successful as it
keeps players’ Association skills well tuned.
Susan Warmbath
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MAITAND CROQUET CLUB’S 2017
“SPRING FLING”
This GC Singles event was held on 7, 8 October, with 28
players from far and wide taking on the challenge of two
days of Singles Competition.
Block A, with its players having handicaps of -1 to 4, was
won by Stephen Thornton (Maitland) with Chris
Williamson (Toronto) the runner up.
Block B was won by Cheryl Lloyd (Nelson Bay) with Marie
Munns (Toronto) the runner up.
Block C finished up being a family tussle with Penny
Geirsch (EDSACC) being the winner with Brian Giersch
(EDSACC) the runner up….. the final result was determined
by who defeated who.
Block D was convincingly won by the undefeated Bill
Martens (Macquarie City) with Jim Muxlow (Maitland) as
runner up.
Two days of interesting, positive Golf Croquet competition.
Maitland Croquet Club held its annual “Under Lights
Doubles” Competition on Saturday 4 November 2017 with
34 players (over 4 groups) enjoying the 4pm to 9pm event.
Matches were played during the early twilight, followed by
Dinner, and then more croquet using the full power of the
lights – a very popular way of playing croquet.
The winners and runners up were:
Group A – Maitland players Ron King and Rob Armstrong
were the winners with John Pace and Jim Muxlow not far
behind.
Group B – Newcastle players John Edman and Pamela
Barnwell were the winners with Macquarie City players
Mick Ascoli and Bill Martens as runners up.
Group C – Maitland players Ian Bell and Rob Connelly
were the victors with Judy Chidgey and Jan Tiedeman from
Newcastle as the runners up.
Group D – Macquarie City pairing of Anne and Wayne
Johnston were the winners from Roy and Barbara Moran
(Maitland).
Another very enjoyable night of Golf Croquet!!
Maitland Croquet Club’s 2018 Australia Day celebration
was an afternoon / evening event with both Golf Croquet
and Ricochet being offered, and played, by about 30
players.

Peter Smith and Fred Harvey were the winners of the AC
CNSW Alternate Strokes Event.
In Golf Croquet …. Pam Gentle was the runner up in
CNSW Women's Singles, Ron King and Chris Robertson
won the CNSW Gold Brooch event, Trevor Black was the
CNSW Div 1 Singles, Stephen Thornton (playing with
Peter Freer from Canberra) won the Div 1 Doubles, the
Div 1 team (Black, Compton, Pace, Smith, Thornton)
again won the Pennants….and… Rob Connelly and
Michael Anear were the runners up in the CNSW Div 3
Doubles.
Robyn Compton

WAGGA CROQUET CLUB COURT RENOVATION
Some 70 years ago Wagga croquet courts were built by
the Wagga Wagga City Council on Crown land, part of a
large town block dedicated in the 1880s for recreational
use. It was swampy land and although a good base of
clinker from the gasworks was laid down for drainage the
surface gradually becomes uneven and needs re-levelling
every few years.
At the end of 2017 the three courts were professionally
top-dressed and laser-levelled, not to perfection but well
on the way. Some areas were so bad a follow-up in two
years’ time was recommended by the contractor.
To assist with paying the expense, grants were sought
successfully from two sources. The NSW Office of Sport
offers grants several times a year to assist sporting clubs
in a variety of ways, and they provided half the total cost.
Each Federal electorate also has money to give away and
through ours we obtained another 38% of the cost.
There are also numerous other sources of grants
available through local councils and corporate and
commercial bodies. If a club wants to improve its
facilities and equipment, there is generally a source of
financial help to tap into – ask Mr Google.

The first game started at 5.30pm (twilight time), followed
by a delicious BBQ and Dessert Dinner, and then a 7.30pm
game. A very pleasant way to celebrate Australia’s
National Day.
Maitland Croquet Club had another very successful
competitive year at CNSW level.
In Association Croquet….. Ken Green was the winner of
the prestigious Beryl Chambers Memorial Trophy for AC
CNSW Handicap Event, in which he defeated Ralph
Richardson (Canberra) in the final at Tempe.
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Photo taken on Opening Day

Nola Scott

TED RYDER MEMORIAL SPORTS AWARD

Eire Cup 2018

The New South Wales team for the 2018 Eire Cup, which
is being held in South Australia from 21—25 March, is as
follows:

Men’s Team:

Women’s Team:

Nick Chapman (Capt)
Stephen Richards
Alan Walsh
Alan Honey

Claire Bassett
Alison Sharpe (V. Capt)
Alix Verge
Barb Piggott

Reserves:
Tim Murphy

Barbara McDonald

The Eire Cup is preceded by the AC Gold Medal Event

(14-16 March) and the AC Men’s and Women’s Singles
(17—20 March).
We wish all contestants and the Eire Cup Team every
success in what will be hard fought contests between the
six State Associations.

CONGRATULATIONS to
BEV SMITH
Bev was recently reaccredited as an
ACA / Examining Referee.
This was
conducted in February by the National
Director of Referees (Golf Croquet), Mr
Jim Clement, at the Cairnlea Croquet
Complex in Melbourne.
Well done Bev!

Each year, Wagga Wagga City Council presents the Ted
Ryder Memorial Sports Award to a sports person who has
contributed to his/her club, not
necessarily a top player.
At the 2018 Australia Day Awards
presentation, the 2017 winner was
Peter Lloyd, a stalwart of the
Canberra Croquet Club. This is
only the second time Croquet has
appeared on the shield, as it
usually goes to a representative of
a higher profile sport such as
hockey, football, cricket, etc.
Peter and his wife Wendy joined
the Club in 2000, and Peter
developed both a talent for and a love of the game, and
an enthusiasm for the growth and development of the
Club. Peter took on the Presidency of the Club in 2002, a
position he held for three years. He has given the Club a
total of 13 years in various positions on the Committee,
as well as heading the Grounds Maintenance Committee.
In all offices Peter was never less than totally and
conscientiously efficient.
Such was Peter’s enthusiasm for the game that while he
was Principal of Sturt Public School he brought a Year 5
boy, who was medically unfit for more active games, to
the court each sports day to teach him croquet. James
retained the interest that Peter had fostered and was a
regular competitor for several years during his secondary
schooling.
Following his retirement, Peter began to take an active
part in assisting with and encouraging the School Golf
Croquet. Peter arranged Carnivals within schools and
between schools and gave up many hours of time to
these. To encourage new players and to keep the Club
growing, Peter became a Level 1 coach and has taught
several beginners the basics of Association Croquet and
followed them up with further skills development.
Peter was very much involved with the development of
our third court, and more recently with overseeing the
top-dressing and laser-levelling of all the courts. Apart
from Croquet, Peter is very much involved with his Lions
Club and does voluntary work with Ronald McDonald
House, Telecross, Home Library service, and the
Woodworkers Club.
A very worthy recipient of the Award!
Nola Scott
PS The only previous time a Croquet player has won this
award was when it was presented to Nola in January
2001!!
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FORSTER CROQUET CLUB NEWS

GLOUCESTER CLUB GOSSIP

Forster Croquet Club had the pleasure of a visit from
Margaret Rose Thompson and her husband Tommy
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 February.

Three events of significance have been held by
Gloucester Croquet Club since the last Newsletter. The
first was the annual Beaton Shield which is a handicapped
Singles competition held in November. Mrs Shirley
Beaton, a long standing member who now resides in Fern
Bay near Newcastle, donates the trophy and also plays in
the event. Eight contestants started play early in the
morning, endeavouring to beat the heat.

Margaret Rose being the Ricochet Examining Referee
came to Forster to test four of the Forster members,
Penny Jude, Janine Crellin, Jenny Baldwin and Barbara
McTiernan. Bridget Earle and Sue Moss travelled to
Forster from Port Macquarie on Sunday and were also
put through the examination.
I am pleased to say we all passed and Margaret Rose was
very thorough with our testing.
We appreciated the fact that Margaret and Tommy drove
from Nelson Bay, stayed Saturday night, tested Sunday
morning and then home. A big weekend for them. Thank
you, Margaret Rose.

Results were- Robyn Roberts 3-7,7-4,4-7; Cecily Mahoney
7-6, 3-7, 7-4, 4-7; Ashleigh Hickman 3-7, 4-7; Elynne
Graham 6-7, 7-6, 2-7; Shirley Beaton 5-7,6-7; Al Minis 7-5,
7-3, 5-7, 4-7; Yvonne Bagnall 7-3, 3-7, 7-2, 7-4, 7-4, 7-6, 47; Brenda Pennicuik 7-3,7-3,7-5, 6-7, 7-4. Brenda and
Yvonne with one loss each had to play the final, with
Brenda the eventual winner and Yvonne the runner-up.

Jenny, Margaret Rose,
Janine, and Barbara

Yvonne Bagnall on the left was runner–up, Shirley Beaton in the centre
is the sponsor of the competition and Brenda Pennicuik on the right
was the winner. Yvonne is one of the oldest members of the club and
has been a consistent winner of many competitions over the years.

Sue, Margaret Rose, and
Bridget

Penny and Margaret

Barbara McTiernan
AC Captain, Forster CC
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The Club’s next important occasion was hosting the Mid
North Coast Croquet Clubs’ Xmas party on the 3rd
December. Sixty people attended. While the Committee
held its yearly meeting the visitors from Port Macquarie,
Forster and Taree mixed in with local members to play
socially. Everyone enjoyed the excellent playing
conditions so much that it was only the promise of the
scrumptious food that enticed them into the clubhouse
for lunch. President of MNCCC, Bridget Earle from Port
Macquarie thanked everyone for their contributions
throughout the year and presented trophies to the
various clubs and Individual winners.
To start 2018 off, the Club has an afternoon of fun
activities on Australia Day. Unbelievably it rained heavily
early in the afternoon which deterred some people from
coming. Everyone is encouraged to wear Australian
colours and bring along family and friends. A typical
Australian tea of sausages, salad and fruit platters was
ably organised by our catering expert, Judy, helped by
other club members.
The local council supplies three medallions which are
given to the winners of the fun activities . The winners
were Bev Murray, Al Minis and Brenda Pennicuik.
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A DAY OF CELEBRATION AT SAWTELL

“Jumping” Joe Dimech at his best

Brenda Pennicuik
President
Gloucester Croquet Club

Valé
Norma Sargent moved from
Goulburn in 1989 to retire with
her husband Lawrie in Ballina on
the NSW North Coast to live closer
to their family. Norma had quite
a long association with sports
administration
in
Goulburn,
mainly within the sports of tennis and swimming.
In 1994, Norma and Lawrie joined the Ballina
Croquet Club, and began a connection with the
Game of Croquet with which Norma remained
involved for the rest of her life.
At the time of her initiation into the game,
Association Croquet was the only game played in
the district, and this game remained her game of
choice. Norma became valuable not only on the
lawns, playing successfully in Club and district
competitions and social events, but also took on
many responsibilities within the Club helping with
both Club and District competitions.
Norma became Secretary of the Club during the
busy years of planning and construction of our
new facilities, working with the Ballina Bowling
and Recreation Club Ltd., in the provision of the
wonderful amenities we enjoy today. When the
Ballina Cherry Street Croquet Club was formed to
continue our relationship with the Bowling Club,
Norma became a foundation member, and took
on the role of Club Captain.
Although illness plagued Norma in recent years,
she battled on, only playing her last game a few
months ago. Ballina Cherry Street Croquet Club
was proud to have Norma as a Patron, and her
presence will be sadly missed.
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Friday 6 April will be a day to celebrate at the Sawtell
Croquet Club. Firstly, we are celebrating our 70th year in
2018. Croquet in Sawtell was originally played by several
local ladies in the backyard of Mrs Kerr’s home on the
corner of First and Eleventh Avenues, Sawtell. In 1947,
after negotiations with the shire an area of the Town
Green was obtained for the present lawn 1. In 1948 at a
C.W.A. meeting a Mrs Butler asked if anyone was
interested in playing croquet. Three ladies responded –
Mesdames Kerr, Everingham and Faichney. These three
ladies were the foundation members of the club. Lawn 1
is named after Isle Faichney who continued to play
croquet well into her 90’s. A second lawn was put in play
in 1996. This lawn was named after Leon Adams, a longterm president who represented Sawtell in many ways
including regularly travelling to Sydney to attend the
CNSW meetings. The clubhouse was rebuilt in 2001.
Now, in 2018, the second reason for celebration on April
6 is the official opening of court 3. Planning for court 3
started some 5 years ago. The first step was to gain
permission from the local council and ultimately Lands
Department to increase our footprint and to negotiate a
new lease. Second phase was to raise money through
grants – we have been very successful here. We have
also been very fortunate with a large injection of cash
from two of our members. Finally, in February 2017 the
machinery rolled in and digging commenced. Three
weeks of foundations including drainage, filling rolling
and levelling and we were to start planting. All was
looking good – then we had one of our famous rain
events and a large part of the new work was washed
away. Ah, the trials of new work. Repairs were made
and after a good growing season club play actually
commenced on the new court in January this year.
Our day of celebration will include some croquet in the
morning -the official opening of the new court at 11 am.
Our visitors will be invited to have a go at croquet. This
will be followed by a birthday lunch at the community
hall just up the hill from the courts. Good times at
Sawtell!

New look at Sawtell – looking from far corner of Court

Jenny Arnold
Sawtell CC
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HELTENHAM CROQUET CLUB NEWS

Nestled in the leafy northern suburbs of Sydney is Cheltenham Croquet Club, a section of the Cheltenham
Recreation Club easily accessible by public transport, boasting the train station opposite and abundant
parking within club grounds. Cheltenham Recreation Club is a Not for Profit Registered Club which caters
to bowls, bridge, croquet and tennis and is fortunate to have a coffee shop where members can sit,
socialise and enjoy their coffee with cake while enjoying the ambience of the surrounding area. On Wednesdays and
Saturdays following afternoon sport, members from all sections can be seen gathered in the bar enjoying a tipple or two
while discussing their various skills.

In 1912 William Harris bequeathed four acres of land for the establishment of a recreation club to promote sport with
the inaugural meeting of the croquet section being held on 9 March 1914 at a private residence. In the same year the
croquet lawn was opened for play. From January 1923, Cheltenham was involved with the New South Wales Croquet
Association Matches and in 1928, Cheltenham had the honour of winning the No.1 Interclub Shield which was duly
celebrated with the commemorative photograph of the team holding the shield still hanging on the wall in the Croquet
Clubhouse.
The Cheltenham Croquet clubhouse is part of the original building. Recently the roof was in urgent need of repair and
whilst some money had been allocated for this project, the club was successful in gaining a grant from the Federal
Member for Berowra, Julian Leeser MP as part of the Federal Government’s Stronger Communities Programme
allocating money for projects creating vibrant and viable communities. This money allowed Cheltenham Croquet Club to
install a new corrugated roof and downpipe to the clubhouse, providing shelter for members, equipment and files. Mr
Leeser’s contribution of $8930 represented 50% of the entire project of $17, 860 allowing us to free up money for other
needed repairs. In January this year, Julian Leeser presented Cheltenham Croquet with the cheque for $8,930. He then
enjoyed a short game of golf croquet after some instruction on basics. Following this he handed us a new flag for our
flagpole and we had a small gathering raising the flag to commemorate Australia Day

Lesley Tregoning CRC Chair, Julian
Leeser MP, Rosemary Freeman
Secretary, and
Jeanette
Barrett President

Cheltenham Croquet Clubhouse with
new Corrugated roof with downpipe
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Julian Leeser MP enjoying a game of golf croquet

Cheltenham has been competing in inter club pennants within the region for the past 3 years and will again enter a
team in division 2 and division 3 in 2018. Understanding the rules of golf croquet has been an ongoing issue and the
secretary decided to undertake the referee course under the tutelage of Bev Smith and was successful in gaining her
certificate. Thank you Bev for your patience and I hope you are now out of therapy following this! To reinforce the
rules of golf croquet Stephen Howes was asked to present his “Rules Day” talk which was well attended by members.

Stephen Howes with members of Cheltenham Croquet Club.

Two members are now coaches with a special thanks to State Coach Pam Gentle and hopefully with a few prepared
coaching sessions our members will be a force to contend with in competitions. Of course being a coach does not take
over from the experience some of our members have to offer, especially one of our Vice Presidents and club champion
Janelle Wood who learnt to play as a child with her parents and who has always been very active in the Croquet
Community. Cheltenham croquet has over 70 playing members of which 30 are affiliated with CNSW. Ages range from
early 60’s to early 90’s, with our oldest member Keith Robinson a true legend who plays in all weather and continues
to contribute his knowledge and expertise of the game to newer players. A mixture of both male and female members
enjoy the game with many married couples playing croquet together (fortunately there have been no domestic
disputes on the grounds). While golf croquet is by far the more popular form, Ricochet is attracting more players and
Association is hopefully making a resurgence with three players. Four years ago golf croquet was the only form of
croquet played at the club.
We are fortunate to have three croquet grounds and sometimes can host over 30 members playing. To accommodate
this number one court is divided into half courts which is not so bad because one of our many club competitions in
October is held on half courts for members with handicaps of 9 and greater. Playing days have been increased with
Tuesday being the day allocated for affiliated and competitive players. Members do not play on Thursdays or Sundays,
as Thursday is reserved for two Probus clubs who play on alternate fortnights and this year will see a few competitions
between the two clubs. Sunday at present is a day of rest, but with increasing numbers and Cheltenham on the move
who knows what the future may hold.
Rosemary Freeman
Secretary
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weather on Saturday may have contributed, but the usual
excuse – the lawns got me – was no longer available.

AC Bronze Singles
5-8 February
The NSW Bronze Singles didn't go ahead in February, as
there were only three entries.
This was very
disappointing, particularly as this event has attracted
quite strong fields in the past. By 21 January there was
only one entry, so a reminder email was sent to 29
players. This resulted in two more players entering -insufficient for the event to go ahead.
There was some feeling expressed that February is too
hot for playing croquet, and the Tournament Committee
will look at rescheduling this event for later in the
year. Maybe the fact that it was to be played at Tempe,
rather than at Strathfield where it has been played for
the last few years might have had an effect on the
number of entries.
David Stanton
CNSW Tournament Committee
3 & Under AC Singles
WHAT A TRANSFORMATION !!
The 3 & Under AC singles was run at Tempe on 24-25
February. For most of us it was a revelation.
•

•

•

The lawns were first rate, as good as any in
Sydney. The days of bumpy roquet attempts
and large roll-offs in front of hoops have gone
(not before time)
The facilities have had a transformation. The
players area has freshly painted walls, modern
furniture, storage units .. a huge improvement
(not before time)
Many fewer children and soccer balls on the
lawns. The signage explaining the game (and the
importance of the event) seems to be impacting
on the German Club patrons,

So if you haven’t been to Tempe for an event recently,
give it a go – you will be pleasantly surprised.
The event ran well. We had the somewhat optimistic
plan of 4 games on Saturday and 3 on Sunday, but in
practice we were finished by 5:30 on Saturday, so it was
not a problem. The weather did not accommodate us
however – very hot and humid on Saturday, wet on
Sunday, although only the last round was really affected
by the rain.

Rob Elliott (Chatswood) won the event, going through
undefeated until the last round when David Hanbidge
(“he never misses” his opponents kept claiming) won his
second consecutive 3-ball ending. There were many
close matches, and several 3-ball endings which always
make for good watching. Alison Sharpe managed the
only triple, but there were several others that got close.
Rob had 6 wins out of 7 games, I was second with 5 and
then there were 4 on 4 wins, so there were few easy
games.
In summary, a most enjoyable event despite the weather.
Come and play at Tempe and see the difference!
Mike Hughes
Tournament Manager

CROQUET NSW JUNIOR CROQUET
DATES FOR YOU TO REMEMBER
JUNIOR DAYS:
Friday 27 April:

9.30 – 2.30

Friday 13 July:

9.30 – 2.30

Friday 12 October: 9.30 – 2.30
Any offers?
CHAMPIONSHIPS:
24 – 25 November:

12 – 14 January 2019:

Croquet NSW
Championships
Mackey Park, Tempe
Australian U21 Singles and
Doubles Championship
Adelaide, South Australia

Junior days are open to your children, grandchildren,
their friends, your friends etc. They are days for young
people to enjoy themselves and perhaps be encouraged
to take up the sport of croquet.
What will we do? – croquet skills and activities and a
small competition. Hopefully Terry Ericson the Australian
U21 Coach will be present for one of these days.
I am only too willing to attend Junior Days to promote
croquet in the CNSW Regions.
If you have any questions please contact me at
geofmcd@gmail.com or 0409246494

The standard of play was a bit like the curate’s egg: some
really good breaks followed by egregious errors. The hot
Page 12
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Jacky McDonald
CNSW Director of Junior Croquet

CLUB MEMBERS WHO GIVE BACK
Killara Croquet Club is blessed with members who
generously give their time to help others to play croquet
and enjoy their time on the lawn. Alison Sharpe is one of
the top Australian players and a member of our Club at
Killara. She is currently giving a series of monthly lessons
to Club members - coaching us in both Association
Croquet and Golf Croquet - to lift our game and to give us
hints on stroke making and tactics. She lives a busy life
with teenage twin boys and her own croquet schedule in
Sydney, interstate and overseas. We are grateful that
she gives unstintingly of her time to we plodders in the
Club, encouraging conﬁdence and, importantly, having
fun while we play the game.
We are fortunate, too, to have Greg Deakin as a member
of Killara. For the past few Australia Day holidays he has
supervised a Gateball morning where we try to
remember that when we roquet a ball we have to put the
roqueted ball BACK with our striker’s ball. Hitting your
ball while it is under your foot is another skill we are
trying hard to acquire. Just as well the mallets are small
so it doesn’t really hurt if you hit your foot instead!
Players who give back to their Club are a golden asset.
We are very proud to have two.
An Ode to Croquet (Association Style by Fay Simpson)
Croquet’s easy so they say
Just put the ball through hoops to play.
Send your balls where they should go
The order’s simple once you know.
In turn you play hoops one and two,
Then three and four are next for you.
A little shot to five, then six
And this is where your mind plays tricks.
You’re heading next for hoop one back
Which was number two on your earlier track
But this time play it just for fun
Towards where you started at number one.

Your next hoop’s two back which before
Was number one, but now your score
Will be eight hoops when this is run.
Didn’t I tell you croquet’s fun?
You’re heading this time east from west,
To play three back is now the test.
You might remember last time round
It was hoop four of the croquet ground.
Up to the north you now must be
To play four back that used to be three,
Then turn the corner and through the gate
Of the hoop we call Penultimate.
You’re nearly there – the next one’s Rover
The game for this ball’s nearly over.
This is the hoop that once was five
With a bright red top – now “snakes alive”!!!!
The last thing to do is hit the peg
That’s the stick in the middle – but wait, I beg –
I didn’t tell you, what a shame,
That your other ball must do the same.
There’s just another complication
To this game of concentration
You have an opponent on the court
Who’ll do her best to spoil your sport.
When you are heading for a hoop
She’ll hit your ball and with a scoop
Will send it to another spot
To go through HER hoop – that’s the plot.
So pick up your mallet and with a smile
Practice your roquets and in a while
You’ll do the same to her one day.
Croquet’s a wonderful game to play!
David Rush
Killara Croquet Club

Strathfield Snippets
December17 finished similar to how 2018 began. So busy, but enjoyable! December functions
at the club were just brilliant, and enabled our sport to be experienced by many in the younger
age group! We had visits from the SES, and also from the Staff, School of Exercise Science, ACU
Campus, Strathfield, who came to celebrate the end of their term and year
Renovation of our current club kitchen is about to commence. We are all interested to see the
end result. Finally, Gateball playing sessions have started.
Contact me/ view the website, and let me know if you are coming. New players are welcome
and coaching is available.
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Ruth Bridger
Publicity Officer
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NORTHERN REGION CROQUET
The Northern Region has embraced the CNSW concept of
regionalisation and hit the lawns running in 2018. Whilst
we have always had a strong relationship with Clubs in
our area, two additional Clubs were added in the recent
breakdown of regions in NSW, and we welcome
Nambucca Valley and Coutts Crossing to be part of our
group.
We started our croquet season off with 40 players from
all 7 Clubs in the region attending a Rules / Fun Day
hosted by the Urunga Club. Players enjoyed a robust
discussion on the Rules of Golf Croquet as well as
participating in a number of fun games design to enhance
player’s skill levels. Games of Golf Croquet were also
played and the competition was very keen between all
Clubs. It culminated with a BBQ lunch that was enjoyed
by all attending.
Our Golf Croquet Pennant competition this year has 6 of
the 7 Clubs in the region participating in Division 2 and
Division 3. Our regional competition runs from February
to November with all Clubs hosting each other
throughout the season.
Golf Croquet Friendly Days are also run throughout the
year and all players from all Clubs are invited to attend,
not just the Pennant players. Not to be forgotten, we
currently have nine players from the 3 Clubs who play
Association registered to play in the Regional Beryl
Chambers Qualifying event to be held in April.

HOW IS YOUR SIGN?
I missed a croquet club recently. SatNav found it for me.
The club itself had no 'finger signs' pointing in its
direction, and the club sign was small, old and
dilapidated. The days on which croquet was played was
out of date. It did not cry out "this is the home of a fine
social club where a fascinating sport is played - come and
join us." It looked to the casual eye a little like a slightly
run down bowls club which had allowed the grass to
grow rather long. When we try to bring in new members
image is an important factor. The clubs of other sports
make you know they are there, and you are welcome as
you stroll or drive past.
Coutts Crossing is a village of under 1,500 people, small,
compact, but many of our villagers did not know there
was a croquet club until we installed signs. We have
three finger signs at the important road junctions, and a
big unmissable sign as you come upon the club, colourful,
bold. The sign sends a message. Some clubs have fine
signs, but next time you approach your own club look
around and ask "Would it be a good idea to spend a
thousand dollars of our funds improving our image? And
how would I have got here if I did not know where it is?"

Group at Rules Day

Smithtown and Urunga
players at opening round of
Pennant Competition

Barb Piggott
Regional Coordinator
Northern Region
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Peter Martin
Secretary

CRUISING TO VICTORY
Board Member Profile

Ballina Croquet member Mary Hughes and her partner
Jan Sampson from Bribie Island Croquet Club are the
inaugural winners of the Golf Croquet Sailors Cup New
Zealand. The pair won the event over 19 other doubles
pairs winning the most games and scoring 10 more hoops
than their nearest rivals. Competitors were from NSW
clubs - Ballina and Toronto and Queensland – Bribie
Island, Caloundra, McIlwraith, Windsor, Wynnum and
Bundaberg.

Brenda Wild—Chair
What brought you to being a
member of the Board?
I started playing Croquet in 2008 and progressed to
competing at inter-club carnivals and state events which I
found really enjoyable. I was then approached by Jacky
McDonald to become an Active After School coach
teaching primary school aged children the great benefits
of Croquet.
My hope is that when these children
become adults and Croquet is mentioned they get
excited as they played the game when they were
youngsters and had lots of fun. Future Croquet players!!
After a number of years I felt I needed to give back to our
great sport so applied, and was successful, to become a
member of the Executive which then transferred to being
a Director on the Board of CNSW when our constitution
changed.
What is your Board portfolio and what is your key focus
for this for the next 12 months?
I'll be continuing my previous role of Ricochet
Development Officer as Director - Liaison for Ricochet
and also be the Director - Regional Co-ordinators.
Combining these with my Membership/Insurance role I'm
planning to visit as many regions as possible to answer
and explain any issues that our members might have.
What is your vision for croquet in NSW and what do you
think Clubs and individual members can do to support
that?
I feel that Croquet is a sport that can be played by all ages
(eg 8 - 100) and we as players must encourage this if our
sport is to continue to grow. It is also a sport that can be
played by anyone who is no longer able to play the more
strenuous sports (football, league, tennis etc) but still has
that competitive spirit.

The competition is the brainchild of Paul Hollingdale of
Cruise and Sail Holidays. Brian and his wife Jenelle made
all the arrangements with the cruise company, the local
tour operators and the New Zealand croquet clubs to
ensure that the competition and trip went smoothly. The
forty participants joined the 2230 other passengers on
the 14 day around New Zealand Sea Princess cruise from
Brisbane.
While the other passengers did the usual shore
excursions at ports of call the enthusiastic croquet
players competed in 12 doubles games against each
other at the local croquet clubs.
The generous and hospitable host clubs - Akoroa, Kelburn
in Wellington, Heretonga near Napier, Rotorua, Remuera
in Auckland - made the players very welcome and
provided wonderful refreshments. All the host clubs had
admirable facilities and lawns of good quality. Kelburn
had just finished hosting the World Association
Championships. Heretonga with 9 lawns had more than
adequate capacity to cater for all the visitors. Rotorua
with its stunning setting in the central parklands provided
another memorable day’s competition.
The games involved friendly but nevertheless keen
competition. All players were grateful for the efficient
and tireless efforts of Brian Rubock and Elaine Berridge
from Wynnum Croquet Club who set games and made
sure each day’s play went smoothly.
Mary was pleased to be presented
with her trophy by the Sea
Princess’s commanding officer
Commodore Giuseppe Romano.
Commodore Romano announced
his retirement after 47 years at sea
and a record breaking 10 years as
Commodore of the Princess cruise
fleet.

Tell us a bit about your local club and what you like best
about it.
My club, Mt Sugarloaf, is situated at the northern end of
the Lake Macquarie Council area and 20klms west of
Newcastle with a very picturesque outlook. As we share
the area with Mercy Community Services we
unfortunately have only 1 ½ lawns. We are a small, but
very friendly, club with a number of our members
achieving State and National titles. When new members
join they are taught the Rules of Golf Croquet and court
etiquette as we, as a club, feel these two aspects are very
important.

The cruise was blessed with good weather which
provided another highlight for the players - a day’s
cruising in Fjordland that included Milford, Dusky and
Thompson Sounds.
Plans are afoot for another cruise in 2019.
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GATEBALL AT LITHGOW
Two years ago, as a thunderstorm raged around them,
the Lithgow Gateball players were pondering suitable
names for their team. Lightning was a natural choice and,
as the number of players grew, teams Thunder and Storm
joined the list. So it is fitting that the Third Annual
Lithgow Gateball Competition should have gone out with
a bang. Forecast storms circled around the town
throughout Sunday but all games were completed - until
the final was due to start!
It had been a great tournament until then. Seven teams
took part; one each from Canberra and Newcastle, two
from Epstars and three from Lithgow. With 7 teams
taking part, Lithgow was once again challenged as to how
to structure the comp. We played a round robin on the
Saturday extending to the first game on Sunday.
The round robin was very even, one team on 4 wins, 5
teams on 3 wins and one on 2 wins. Scores were also very
lose. With not enough time to play a second round robin
we played a modified seeded double elimination
knockout on Sunday. This ensured each team had at least
two extra games.
The knockout provided some interesting games and
finally the two finalists were decided – Canberra and
Lithgow Lightning. But as we prepared for the final,
thunder and lightning, indeed a storm descended! A
discussion took place between the two teams who
agreed that the last game should be abandoned and a
draw declared.
Another successful and fun competition. We now look
forward to playing at Jamberoo in May.
Thank you to Maggi Williams (Vice President) for the bulk
of this story.

DIXON ADVISORY CROQUET CLASSIC 2018

(contd from p. 1)
Full results are available at
https://croquetscores.com/2018/ac/dixon-advisorycroquet-classic, along with a commentary on the Plate
Final and Tournament Final by Jenny Clarke. Many
thanks to Jenny for this commentary, which readers are
recommended to read for a more detailed description of
these two games.
Thanks to our major sponsor Dixon Advisory for their
ongoing support of this event, fast becoming the “must
attend” event for several of Australia’s top AC players.
Particular thanks to Daryl Dickson, Executive Chairman,
who showed his great interest in the sport of croquet by
attending both days at the weekend, and presenting
prizes and trophies on Sunday.
Thanks are also due to our other sponsors, BackVintage
Wines, who provided a wine tasting on Thursday evening
after the Pro-Am GC event with Dixon Advisory staff, and
again on Sunday afternoon in conjunction with the finals,
and Northbridge Pharmacy and Tracy Yap Realty who
provided goodies for the registration packs which each
player received.
I would also like to place on record my thanks to the
North Sydney Council staff who maintain our lawns. They
take great pride in their work, and had our lawns in great
condition for the tournament. They mowed our lawns on
Tuesday morning (double cut) followed by single cuts on
each morning from Wednesday to Friday, resulting in
very fast, true lawns for the event.
Last but by no means least, enormous thanks the
magnificent team of Cammeray members led by Sue
Eldridge-Smith who looked after the catering for players,
officials and spectators

Runner-up, Kevin Beard, in
Action

Wine Tasting during the
event

Cassandra Hawkins
President
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LAUNCH OF CROQUET DEVELOPMENT BALLINA
WORKING GROUP
In December 2017 a group of enthusiastic croquet players established the Croquet
Development Ballina Working Group. The working group comprises registered
members of Croquet NSW. Members of the working group consist of players who
are members of Ballina Croquet and Ballina Cherry Street Croquet Club.
The working group hopes to engage all registered players to lobby relevant
decision makers, funding bodies – local, State and Federal, other sporting groups,
the local Chambers of Commerce and any other interested parties to gain support
for the development of an A grade regional croquet facility.
Ballina has 138 registered players who are members of the two Ballina clubs, Ballina Croquet and Ballina Cherry St. The
clubs share two lawns which are used six and a half days each week. The need for increased facilities to cater for current
use let alone any future development is illustrated by comparison with membership and lawns at other NSW clubs. The
listed clubs all have 4 lawns and their member numbers from the Croquet NSW 2018 Yearbook are Mosman 126,
EDSACC 116, Forster 104, Newcastle 83, Maitland 78 and Toronto 72.
The working group sent an initial proposal to improve the current facilities to people and organisations the working
group identified as important in assisting in achieving the goal of improved croquet facilities. The working group has
been gratified by the timely and supportive response from many of these parties.
The goal of the working group is for Ballina to become a regional centre able to not
only host tournaments, but provide the ever enlarging retirement community with
an opportunity to become involved in our fabulous sport. The proposal is an
initiative intended to be a positive step for the whole Ballina/Northern Rivers
community from a social and commercial perspective.
The working group looks forward to support from the Croquet NSW community.
Julie O’Brien, John Gilhooly, Robyn Poynting and Lance Turner inspect the plans.

Julie O’Brien

CALENDAR DATES FOR GATEBALL EVENTS
The upcoming events are scheduled in NSW for the rest of 2018:
Jamberoo Croquet Club:
Super 3's

19 - 20 May

Newcastle National Park Croquet Club, Hamilton:
Gateball Fun Weekend
28 - 29 June, 1 July
Canberra Croquet Club :
NSW Gateball Championships 16 -17th Nov.
For anyone interested there are a further nine events in Queensland this year.
Also one in South Australia and one at Cairnlea in Victoria.
More information is available on our website at Gateball Australia.
If any club would like to host the NSW Gateballl Championships in October 2019, please let me know.
Mary Dunn
NSW Gateball Co-ordinator
CNSW Newsletter March 2018
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DOUBLE TAPS
A double-tap – when the mallet hits the striker ball a second time in a shot – is a fault. There are two situations when
double-taps occur.
STRIKER’S BALL CLOSE TO ANOTHER BALL
Double taps can occur in both AC and GC when the striker’s ball is very close to another ball – the striker’s ball hits the
other ball and bounces back/stops/ slows up and the mallet following through hits the striker’s ball again. In AC this is
only a fault when the other ball is dead – if you make a roquet, the double hit does not matter (the striker’s ball
becomes a ‘ball in hand’ as soon as it hits a live ball). So in AC the shot is only a fault when the player is playing a scatter
shot – getting a dead ball out of the way.
If after the shot the striker’s ball follows the other ball along roughly the same line for some distance, then the shot is
almost certainly a double tap. The way to avoid a double tap is make sure the striker’s ball hits the other ball at an angle,
so the striker’s ball ricochets off to one side while the other ball goes the other way.
ATTEMPTS TO RUN ANGLED HOOPS FROM A SHORT DISTANCE
Most double taps occur when a player attempts to run an angled hoop from a close position. If they play the shot
poorly, the ball hits the hoop leg and bounces back, and the mallet in following through hits the ball a second time. This
second hit can often send the ball through the hoop, and the player is then disappointed when the stroke is called a
fault.
There are some excellent slow-motion videos of double taps (and clean shots) when running hoops; Bob Kroeger’s
website has some of these in his refereeing section (bobcroquet.com)
It is often very difficult for a referee to adjudicate a double tap as the event happens very quickly and the second
contact is usually very brief.
There are four signs that distinguish between a clean shot and a double tap: direction of aim, sound, where the ball
finishes and how the mallet moves.
The first sign is the direction of aim. The referee must position themselves so they can see the precise line that the
player is hitting along, and see where the ball hits the hoop leg. With a clean shot, the ball hits the far hoop leg and
bounces off through the hoop:

When played like this, the ball cannot go through the hoop unless it is struck a second time.
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If the ball hits just inside the centre of the hoop leg, it may go through – but it will slow up a lot, and if the mallet
follows through, it may hit the ball a second time.
The second sign is the sound. There are usually two noises when an angled hoop is made – the first when the mallet
hits the ball, and the second when the ball hits the hoop leg. Just hearing two sounds does not mean that a double tap
has occurred. When there is a double tap there is often a muffled sound before the ball goes through the hoop, as the
ball hitting the hoop leg and the mallet hitting the ball a second time occur almost together.
The third sign is where the ball finishes. However, this cover a variety of situations. Often the ball almost stops in the
hoop, and then trickles out of the hoop. Sometimes the ball goes much further than one would expect.
If the player jams the ball against the hoop leg with the mallet, and then squeezes it through the hoop, the ball will only
travel a short distance. If the ball bounces back from the hoop, and then is struck firmly by the mallet a second time, it
may go a long distance. The referee should have an instinct for the distance a ball will go through the hoop with a
clean shot, given the strength of the shot.
There is a general belief that the angle that the ball exits the hoop indicates if the shot is a doubletap. Thus, if a ball is
played from the left side of the hoop, and exits on the right side, this may be a double-tap, while if it exits on the left
side it is more likely clean. This is because the ball will bounce off the hoop leg towards the left if it is not hit again,
while the edge of the mallet striking the ball is likely to send the ball off to the right. This is often true, but a ball may
hit the far hoop leg, rebound onto the near hoop leg, and then exit on the right. If the ball exits at a sharp angle on the
right, it is almost certainly a double-tap, but narrow angles are not good evidence either way.
The fourth sign is how the mallet moves. If a player stops the mallet quickly after the shot – minimal follow-through –
then the shot is less likely to be a double-tap. However, the ball can still bounce back onto the mallet face – though if
the mallet has stopped, there should be little impetus to send the ball through the hoop. Some players use the ‘brush
stroke’ – moving the mallet across the line of the shot so that the mallet is clear of the line of shot before any rebound
occurs.
However, a player may hit the ball with a full follow-through and not do a double tap, provided the line is right, for the
ball leaves the mallet face very quickly, and except for very sharp angles will bounce off the hoop leg and through the
hoop before the mallet reaches the hoop.
SUMMARY
Detecting double-taps around hoops is one of the most difficult tasks a referee or umpire is faced with. The referee
has to consider all the evidence and make a reasonable decision as quickly as possible. Many double-taps are obvious,
but others are very difficult to detect; and in the end the judgment has to be whether it was more likely than not that
the fault occurred. If it is very difficult to decide, the striker is given the benefit of the doubt.

Neil Hardie
State Director of Refereeing—AC

VISIT THE CNSW
WEB SITE @

http://www.croquet-nsw.org
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EDSACC’s CARNIVAL DAY
EDSACC’s CARNIVAL DAY
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