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WORLD CROQUET DAY – 6 May 2023 

World Croquet Day is scheduled for 6 May and your Club may wish to celebrate on 
this day.  To help promote this major event, a promotional video has been 
developed for all Clubs to use on social media: 

World Croquet 2023 .mp4 (dropbox.com) 

If you do celebrate, please send through photos and stories for the May CNSW 
newsletter. 

 

Vale Beverly June Smith “Bev” 1943 - 2023 

It is with deep sorrow that we have learned of the recent passing of Bev. Following a 
lengthy battle with cancer which she fought and overcame, it was ironic that the very 
treatment which cured Bev of cancer ultimately caused her heart to fail and ended her 
life. 
Bev was a remarkably wonderful human being. Retiring from a highly successful career 
in Secondary Education, Bev began playing croquet in 2006 with Maitland Club. During 
her membership, Bev stepped into many roles as the need arose, including President 
for 3 years. Bev thoroughly enjoyed playing croquet, reaching a handicap of 5.  There is 
little doubt she would have attained a much higher level except for her first croquet 
love, ‘Refereeing’. After 18 months of playing, Bev sat her referee exam, and was told 
“… well I think you got 11/10”. This led to officiating at not only Club and Pennants 
level, but innumerable State Championships. It was nothing for Bev to catch a 4am 
train to be at Tempe by 7.30am, ref all day and catch a train home that evening. Her 
skill as a referee led to numerous invitations to Australian Titles in all States as well as 
World GC Championships in Australia and New Zealand. In the unsolicited words of 
John Levick, “Bev was the best GC Ref I ever saw and a wonderful person as well”. Bev 

went on to serve as State Director of Refereeing GC for a term of almost ten years, a role in which she excelled, 
travelling the State tutoring and examining prospective referees. Countless hours were spent in her home answering 
emails and phone calls from eager new refs and experienced players alike. No stone was left unturned to ensure a happy 
and correct outcome was achieved. 
While Bev’s contribution to both NSW and Australian Croquet was enormous, it was the esteem in which she was held 
as a person that was paramount. 
Bev will be a huge loss to croquet and we will forever remember with much fondness her words: 

 
“I’ve made my call, play on” 

(submitted by Rae and Trevor Black) 
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FROM THE BOARD 

It’s the season for Annual General Meetings: the Australian Croquet Association 
(ACA) AGM was held on 20 March at Cairnlea, Victoria, following the Eire Cup. I 
attended as NSW delegate, and Ray Chapman as observer and participant in the 
Forum which followed. The AGM passed a resolution extending the number of 
terms of Board directors from three to four (6 to 8 years) maximum. Jim Nicholls 
was elected to stay on for a fourth and final term. Claire Keating, Nick Chapman 
and Sarina Cevaal-Hewitt were elected to the ACA Board to join Max Kewish, 
Barbara Northcott and Pat Habner for a full number of members. Jim Clements 
retired as long serving Secretary and was honoured with a presentation from Jim 
Nicholls. 
A number of questions were raised about the ACA deficit budget, with delegates 
advised that the CEO has initiated some measures to reign in expenses and to 
increase revenue. The ACA made a surplus in 2021, so while the deficit is not a 
sustainable way forward, it is being addressed, and the new ACA Treasurer, Claire 
Keating, brings some very strong credentials to her role.  
Croquet NSW AGM was held via Zoom on Monday 27 March at 7pm. Over 35 
people attended including 15 Club delegates. Stephen Burns was elected to the 
Board along with 6 of the 7 current members. The 2023 Board is Kate McLoughlin 
(Chair), Ray Chapman (Vice Chair), Steve Miles (Treasurer), Rik Mills (Secretary), 
Liz Friend (Newsletter editor), Fidye Westgarth (Publicity) and Stephen Burns 
(Director).  
In discussion following the AGM, Croquet NSW indicated that it will be raising 
affiliation fees by $2 during the second half of 2023, and by $2 in 2024 bringing 
them to $22 per annum. Clubs will be formally advised of the rates once the 
collection schedule is confirmed with the ACA. ACA fees will remain the same for 
2023 but are likely to rise in 2024.  
ACA has approved Beyond the Break to conduct a rebranding project for croquet 
in Australia. Members have been invited to participate in an online survey. The 
link has been sent to all Clubs for members to complete at  
https://forms.gle/wScXWpyaKHRapf347 . Responses are due by 11 April.  
Other members will also be involved in Focus Groups to provide in depth input. 

 
Congratulations goes to the NSW Eire Cup team captained by Peter Landrebe for their nail-biting win over Victoria in this 
national Association Croquet championship in Melbourne. More information in this newsletter.  
And congratulations to three NSW players who have been selected to represent Australia in the World Over 50’s Golf 
Croquet Championships to be held in Bunbury, WA in October this year. They are Peter Landrebe, Peter Freer and David 
Hanbidge. 
The number of players across NSW continues to grow, so well done to all those Clubs who are bringing in new members. 
Have a look at the electronic poster on the Croquet Victoria Newsletter which is available for anyone to use to promote 
croquet in your area.  
Don’t forget World Croquet Day is coming in the first week of May. 
Kate McLoughlin 
Chair 

GOVERNMENT GRANT 
The Stronger Communities Program supports the Australian Government’s commitment to deliver social benefits in 
communities across Australia. Round 8 of the program will provide $22.7 million to fund small capital projects in each of 
the 151 federal electorates. The program is part of the government's 2022–23 budget initiatives focussed on making 
local economies stronger and boosting community organisations.   
The link:  https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/stronger-communities-programme-round-8 

BOARD MEMBERS  
 
Chair: Kate McLoughlin  
Deputy Chair: Ray Chapman 
Treasurer: Steve Miles  
Secretary: Rik Mills  
Board Member: Stephen Burns 
Board Member:  Fidye Westgarth 
Newsletter: Liz Friend 
newsletter@croquet-nsw.org 
 
Website: https://croquet-nsw.org 
Croquet NSW Facebook page 

 

https://forms.gle/wScXWpyaKHRapf347
https://croquetvic.asn.au/growing/March%202023%20Newsletter.pdf
https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/stronger-communities-programme-round-8
file:///C:/Users/kmcl1/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/2979/Attachments/newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
https://croquet-nsw.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204121004882119/
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MEET STEPHEN BURNS (CNSW BOARD DIRECTOR) 
Raised in Dubbo and attending Dubbo High School I studied for a BSc in Geology 
and Physics at UNSW. After working briefly as a geologist for a Canadian 
Consultant, I studied at Sydney Uni for a DipEd and subsequently taught senior 
geology and physics at Randwick Boys and Woden Valley (ACT) high schools. 
In 1976, I studied an advanced IT Degree at Canberra University (CCAE) but could 
not get a job at the Bureau of Mineral Resources in the IT area. Instead, I worked 
for Defence and then was involved in establishment of the systems for Medibank 
Private. 
After working in London for close to 3 years for Shell International and Rank 
Xerox, I returned to Canberra with my first daughter who had been born there 
and helped establish Medicare with the Health Insurance Commission. After 
several years I obtained a job with Westpac in Sydney, initially as an IT Auditor 
and worked in many roles through system development, project management, 
Commercial and Corporate Banking. In 1997 I left as a consultant and worked 

across a wide range of IT related fields including cyber security, business case development, data centres, web portals, 
IPO assessments and information management. Over the years I worked in transport, health, banking and payments. 
I am retired and have 2 daughters, a 2-year-old grandson and a 8 weeks’ old granddaughter who live in Coogee nearby 
so grandparent duties are high on my list of tasks. 
In respect of croquet, I have been playing just over 4 years starting with Coogee Croquet Club which is close to my 
residence but now focussed upon Cooks River Croquet Club where I am President. I enjoy playing in State and National 
GC events but am starting to learn the joys of AC with Ted Woodley at Chatswood. I play off 2 in GC at the, moment 
although such are the whims of the croquet gods this could easily be a 1 or a 3 handicap. 
My daily routine is a 1.5 to 2.0km swim in the ocean off Coogee beach, sitting around over coffee with my fellow 
swimmers discussing and solving world issues, plus regularly meeting my daughters and grandchildren. I play GC under 
the supervision of Ros Johnston at Tempe on Mondays and rarely on other days of the week. 
Stephen Burns, Director 

AFFILIATION FEES  
CNSW is now issuing the 31 March affiliation invoice covering affiliation fees for 1 January to 30 June 2023.  The invoice 
covers the payers for 69 clubs, 3,169 players plus 12 juniors.   
There has been no change in affiliation fees since the October invoice.  The base affiliation fee is $25 of which $16 goes 
to the ACA and $9 to CNSW. 
Croquet Australia (ACA) has changed the way it invoices CNSW and as a result CNSW needs to change the way clubs will 
be invoiced in the future.  Invoices will be issued quarterly.  The ACA affiliation fee will be $8 per quarter for 2023.  In 
addition, new members in 2023 will be charged an extra affiliation fee to bring the calendar year total paid to $32.  
CNSW will be increasing its affiliation fee to $5.50 per quarter (was $4.50) from 1 July 2023 but there will be no extra 
CNSW fee for new members. 
There are still some administration details which need to be clarified by the ACA.  A memo will be issued in the next few 
days describing this process in more detail.  Clubs will need to consider how these changes are reflected in the affiliation 
fees charged to members. 
Steve Miles, CNSW Treasurer 

Minutes of the ACA AGM link:  Croquet Australia AGM Minutes 
 
Bookings for the CNSW lawns at Tempe are managed by Cooks River Croquet Club who play at Tempe when CNSW is not 
using the lawns.  Any CNSW member may book a session at Tempe by going to 
https://croquetbooking.com/book/index.php?site=69.  You will need to be registered to use this link.  If you are not 
registered just email cooksrivercroquetclub@gmail.com.  The cost is $6 per session and CRCC will issue an invoice. 
 

https://croquet-australia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/230323-AGM-Minutes-v1.1.pdf
https://croquetbooking.com/book/index.php?site=69
mailto:cooksrivercroquetclub@gmail.com
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TWO COMMON "ROGUE" WORDS USED BY CROQUET PLAYERS 
How many times have you heard a player exclaim: "you've bevelled your shot!" !!! This exclamation is, of course, 
referring to the Fault described in Rule 11.2.3. Not only does an exclamation like this involve the questionable practice of 
turning a noun into a verb (like "medalled" which is frequently used in commentary about the Olympic Games), most 
modern mallets do not have a bevel at the edges of the end faces of the mallet head!   Nevertheless, the inappropriate 
use of the word "bevel" continues.  The way to describe this Fault could be “you hit with the edge of your mallet” or 
“you didn’t hit the ball with the flat end-face of your mallet”, depending what was observed.   
The other word featuring in this article is generally used in the correct context, but never appears in the rules.  Consider 
the following situation. 
In a Singles game the owner of Blue/Black played the Black ball when they should have played the Blue ball.  Their 
opponent didn't notice the Wrong Ball play and played their Red ball. The players then call a referee who summarises the 
situation by saying something like "When you played your Red ball you condoned the wrong ball play by your opponent".  
Sound familiar???? 
According to the dictionary, "condone" implies a decision to "accept or disregard or overlook behaviour that is wrong or 
undesirable".  Mostly, in croquet, the player doing the "condoning" is completely unaware that they are doing it and wish 
that they hadn't !!! 
So which rule - not using the word "condone" - describes how play should proceed in the Wrong Ball example above? It 
is Rule 10.6   More specifically, for this example, it is 10.6.1(c).   
The playing of the Red ball is the type of Wrong Ball play described in 10.5.1 and so the words "the last stroke" are 
inserted at the end of the first sentence in 10.6.1. We then have the ruling that "... all earlier strokes are treated as lawful 
if they occurred before the last stroke". The last stroke was the stroke on Red and so the stroke on Black which occurred 
before the last stroke, is treated as lawful.  And just to add to the unwelcome consequence of "condoning" this sort of 
Wrong Ball play ... according to 10.6.2, if the stroke on Black scored a hoop, then the hoop would count! 
I think of Rule 10.6 as the "condoning" rule because it sets out in a detailed and logical fashion exactly what aspects of 
previous play are still counted/preserved in any situations that involve wrong ball play. 
In the GC rules, the phrase "treated as lawful" is used instead of "condone" to describe what happens if a 
mistake/problem of some kind with a stroke is not noticed until after one or more strokes have been played.  Check out 
Rule 9.6 about Interference by incorrect information. 
So, whenever you play, stay alert and be determined to never be guilty of "bevelling" OR "condoning" 
Lorraine Hatfield 
GC Examining Referee 

SENIORS DAY AT COOKS RIVER  
A highly successful day was held for a dozen people on 
Thursday 16 March, organised by Heather Smallbone. 
Club President, Stephen Burns, welcomed guests, 
introduced the club and gave an overview of the game 
before the group was divided into small groups for 
instruction.  
Jill Sullivan had masterminded an amazing morning tea 
feast (catering for some 3 dozen people that were 
expected, but the forecast 38 degree day scared many off) 
which was enjoyed half way through the morning. 
The session concluded with a demonstration match 
played by Stephen, Jill, Georgina and Lesley.   

Six people have committed for the 6-lesson session = a great success. And many more have expressed interest, so 
another day is planned. CRCC has been informed that the Final Draft of the Plan of Management for Mackey Park will be 
presented to the Inner West Council for approval in April 2023. The Plan will then be released for final public comment 
most likely in May 2023. The Plan of Management will impact all users of the park including the Concordia Club, 
CNSW/CRCC, cricketers and the Red Devils Football teams. 
CNSW and CRCC were the only organisations to provide input to the initial call for submissions. 
(Pauline Markwell) 
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                     (Cooks River CC Seniors Day photos above: Stephen presenting the lucky door prize, and players demonstrate the game) 

 
GATEBALL UPDATE from Judy Tier, GB Coordinator ACT/NSW 

What has Gateball been up to in NSW and the ACT? 
In January Gateball was introduced to three northern NSW Clubs: Ballina, Coutts Crossing and Cherry Street, with 
coaching and equipment provided. Four players from Toronto conducted the ‘come and try’ coaching and CNSW Gateball 
has loaned a kit for 3 months. This kit, which contains 10 sticks, timers, a set of balls and gates can be borrowed from the 
GB Coordinator. 
New ACA-endorsed tournament regulations and referee processes were confirmed and Gateball Australia organised 
Zoom meetings to disseminate the information to all NSW players. Two new Level 1 coaches and referees were qualified. 
The endorsement of new referees continues to be a stumbling block with two Level 2 referees now required to conduct 
practical assessments. There are two level 2 referees in ACT/NSW. 
As of 20 March 2023, there are 75 Gateball players representing 10 Clubs in ACT/NSW. These numbers have stabilised 
after a decline in 2022 and I predict will increase through this year. 
CNSW Club Hubs continue to be a valuable conduit for spreading the game with all Hubs now equipped with full sets of 
equipment and access to coaches. 
In February the Canberra Croquet Club organised the second Canberra Triples. This year it was dedicated to the late 
Andrew Davies who died at our September 2022 NSW State Tournament in Albury. Fourteen teams participated with six 
from NSW, five from QLD and three from the ACT with a total of 51 players participating.   
Play occurred in two round robin blocks of seven teams each, followed by two semi-finals with Canberra Mavericks and 
Redcliffe Dolphins defeating Moreton Bay Muddies and Redcliffe Roses. The Final was between the Redcliffe Dolphins 
from QLD and the Canberra Mavericks from the ACT. Until the last turn of the Final, and with the score 10 to 15 in favour 
of the Dolphins, it looked like the Dolphins would indeed take the game. But in a real come-from-behind surprise, in the 
last turn of the Finals the last player scored 6 points and gave the Canberra Mavericks an exciting win of 16 to 15.  

Mavericks (L:R) Glen Whitehead, Margo Davies, Judy Tier, Julie Toms,               Dolphins (L:R) Paul Ekeberg, Alan James, Geoff Morris 
with Cheryl Kele (far left)                                                                                      with Cheryl Kele (far left) 
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 If your Club would like to share its interesting stories, and articles and photos from tournaments, please email 
newsletter@croquet-nsw.org for publishing. 

WINNERS ARE GRINNERS 

NOWRA AUTUMN CARNIVAL 3-6 MARCH 
With the picturesque Cambewarra Mountain in the background Day 1 of our Autumn Carnival held recently began with 
rain and cloudy skies and finished on Day 4 with 38 degree heat. Thank goodness for those shady trees! 
Our Club welcomed players from Wollongong, Jamberoo, Port Macquarie, Sutherland, Marrickville, Mosman, Toronto, 
Blue Mountains and the Southern Highlands.  Well done to all participants and congratulations to the winners and 
runners up. 

There was some keenly contested croquet played out on the lawns with the many spectators present enjoying not just 
the croquet but the chance to socialise with players from other clubs.   

The behind the scenes work in preparing and running this carnival was a fantastic undertaking by our club members in 
what was a very enjoyable four days.  

In the Singles, the blue block was won by Chris Cox (Port Macquaried) with Steve Catt (Marrickville) the runner-up; the 
red block was won by David Knott (Nowra) with Peter Saunders (Toronto) the runner-up; and the black block was won by 
Martin Liiv (Blue Mountains) with Glenda Guiterrez (Jamberoo) the runner-up. 
In the Doubles, the pink block was won by Dianne Bonnitcha (Sutherland) and Steve Catt (Marrickville), and the green 
block was won by Emanuel Guiterrez (Jamberoo) and Glenda Gutierrez (Jamberoo). 

With our highly anticipated move to our new location later in the year our next Autumn carnival will be able to host a 
larger number of players.  We hope to see you in 2024!  

 

                         (L:R) Steve Catt & Chris Cox, David Knott & Peter Saunders, and Glenda Guiterrez and Martin Liiv 

 

The winners, and the spectators finding a cool spot 

 

 
 

mailto:newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
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EIRE CUP (AC), 15-19 March, Cairnlea, Victoria 
Captain’s Report 
After another successful Eire cup campaign in 
2023 for the Team and NSW, this Croquet 
reflection has been difficult. There is always that 
sense of pride and satisfaction being successful 
within a team of players, but this one felt 
different, well different for me. 
We have won as underdogs, we have won as 
possible favourites and we have won successive 
years in a row. This year we had experienced 
players and one new player, and some returning 
players. 
Each year brings a new challenge and requires 
finding ways to challenge each player to play to 
their potential, and no matter how many times 
you may have been in successful teams, it is 
always a challenge to get your own game ready to perform when it counts, but a challenge to also bring what is needed 
to make the rest of your team believe in what we are all attempting to do. 
This one felt different for me coming out of Covid years. We had a shortened event last year and this was like getting the 
large croquet family back together again from all the States. We had a lot of new players in the other teams, exciting new 
players and part of this event is seeing players and teams develop other the years. That also brings an uncertainty about 
what to expect when we got to Melbourne, but it did allow us to concentrate on what is required at training rather than 
only focus on the possible result. We had training weekends in Sydney and Canberra and two lead in event , all with 
strong attendance - the focus at the training weekends was about 75% geared to our double’s pairings. 
Singles play featured, plenty of timed-out endings and “what happens in the last 20 minutes of matches“ while we 
expected that would be useful, little did we know the lawns at Cairnlea, Melbourne, were going to make it just about the 
most important skill we could have included in our training.  
Day 1 we played Western Australia, always a difficult team, players who receive strong coaching and a good mix of 
experienced players and as we came quickly to realise, a team with some very talented new players. We made a strong 
start, although with many close results, but we came out with a credible 16-4 scoreline at the end of the day. 
Day 2 we played South Australia, a good step up in ability required for this opponent. They have a very strong and 
experienced core to their team. The start in the doubles to give us 4-0, set us up for the day and got us into a mindset to 
kick on for the week. That we also won this test 16-4 was a great result and for me and above what I might have 
expected. 
Day 3 we played Tasmania, who are growing in confidence from some very solid early results, were playing a positive 
brand of croquet. They are a team that forces us to stick to the game plan and not get distracted and begin to play their 
style. Coming away with the same scoreline 16-4 was a good result . 
Day 4  we played Queensland, our team was humming along well. We had Queensland to play, a team we expected to 
win against if we play to our ability, and a team that can be difficult to get past, they had a well-balanced team with 
probably the strongest set of doubles opponents that we had faced in the 4 days .The focus that day still had to be on 
Queensland, and worry about Victoria tomorrow, sometimes difficult to do, but the team stuck to the task and recorded 
another 16-4 scoreline. Watching from afar, the first 4 days scoreline may have looked like we were set to finish well on. 
Day 5 against Victoria, but past experience show us, that is never the case, Victoria vs NSW is always special and always 
close, both teams have won in style and close, sometimes very close results when they have played against each other 
on Day 5. It is also one of the highlights for me to be part of:  two teams going into the last day, very little between them 
and this one was no different . 
In Conclusion: the result is that we came out on top after a 10-10 draw , but our net points were greater than Victoria . 
While all the good feelings and congratulations were the focus of the result for NSW and the evening’s celebrations, all of 
the hard work and fantastic team spirit amongst the NSW players was a great reward for the months of training and 
planning. There cannot be that huge emotional glow without the Victorian team playing their part and an incredible part 
that was - on many other days it would have been Victoria coming out on top narrowly. (cont.) 

(L:R) Trevor Bassett, Rosie Landrebe, Di Scott, Kerry-Ann Organ, 
Stephen Richards, Peter Landrebe, Stephen Pearce, Joanne Brown,  
Alison Sharp and Tim Murphy 
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(Eire Cup cont.) 
We look forward to next year against all of the teams, but especially the match up against Victoria to hopefully get that 
same buzz from our sport that this year delivered. 
For those who like the number crunching - this is how the team came together in results: 

• NSW won 15 from 20 doubles matches @ 75% 

• NSW won 59 from 80 singles matches @ 74% 

Which reflects what a tremendous team effort and team result we achieved. 
Peter Landrebe 
Eire Cup Captain 

VICTORY AT THE EIRE CUP – THE DEBUTANTE’S PERSPECTIVE 

By Joanne Brown 
 
Friday the 10 March, my first visit to the lawns of Cairnlea, Croquet Victoria’s 
headquarters ... what a vista! Twelve lawns full of AC players, some players 
competing in the final stages of the Gold Medal eventually won by Greg Hill of 
Victoria, others starting their first games in the Australian Men’s and Women’s 
singles which were scheduled to commence the next day, but with so many 
entries some games were brought forward, and the rest of us were just trying to 
get a feel for the lawns and tight, firm hoops before our first games the next day. 
It turns out, it takes more than a couple of hours on the lawns to get used to their 
distinctive characteristics!  Cammeray was well-represented at the Men’s and 
Women’s singles – Alison Sharpe, Rosie Landrebe, Barbara McDonald and myself in the Women’s, and Mike Hughes, 
Peter Landrebe, Chris Lavina and Alan Walsh in the Men’s. Alison won the Z in the Women’s, Peter won the Y in the 
Men’s, and Rosie made it through to the final of the Women’s. Those of us that didn’t make it into any of the finals on 
the Tuesday, had the privilege of watching some excellent croquet. The highlight for me was having front row seats for 
the Women’s and Men’s finals being fought out by our very own Rosie and Queensland’s Yuni Rowell in the Women’s, 
and Robert and Malcolm Fletcher in the Men’s. Both finals went to three games with Robert getting up in the Men’s and 
Yuni in the Women’s. 
Congratulations to all our members for their efforts in the Men’s and Women’s Singles, especially Rosie who fought hard 
only to be pipped at the post in the Women’s final.  
For me, those first few days were a chance to get some practice on the lawns before the main event, the Eire Cup, to be 
contested by all six States, unlike last year when Tasmania and Western Australia were prevented from coming to Sydney 
because of COVID restrictions. There were five days of interstate competition, with a test against another state being 
played each day. Each test consisted of 4 mixed doubles games and 16 singles games. The first four days were 
outstanding for NSW, but they were pretty good for Victoria too. We had four out of four wins and so did the Victorians. 
We needed to win our last test to take the Trophy. So, I guess you know the final outcome, the title of this article kind of 
gives it away, but what some of you don’t know is how we got there in the end.  
Day 5, NSW vs Victoria, two games all after the mixed doubles, six games all after the first round of singles. My last 
singles match was the third last to finish. I went down to Victoria’s Mignon Johnston. I ran to the first NSW player I could 
find and asked the state of play. After 18 games – NSW 9, Victoria 9 – but it looked like Stephen Pearce was ahead against 
Chris Grant, and Pete Landrebe was still in play against Greg Hill. And then Chris Grant, Victoria’s Captain, made an 
unbelievable two-ball break to steal victory from the jaws of defeat – NSW 9, Victoria 10. The only path left to victory 
was to win that last game and be ahead of Victoria on net hoops. Our net hoops for the last test were looking good – 307 
to 232 after 19 games – so a win in the last game would get us there. And so, it came down to the final stages of the last 
game of the tournament. We all gathered around lawn 6 where Greg was making a break to the peg with green, time 
had gone, Pete had one more turn. Greg was ahead and trying to get as many points on the board as possible to give 
himself a good lead. He took green to the peg and pegged it out. State of the game? Victoria had brown on 4-back and 
green in the box, NSW had white on 4-back, pink on hoop 6 and a lift, with the white ball sitting around peg-high towards 
the west boundary and brown north-west of 1-back. (cont) 

 (L:R) Yuni Rowell and Rosie Landrebe 
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(Eire Cup cont.) 
I can’t tell you exactly how Pete was feeling in that moment as he considered his options, but I am sure he was planning 
the shots he would take to set up a 3-ball break to the peg, and I am certain he was focused on the task at hand. 
However, I can tell you that the rest of the NSW team was feeling anxious, hopeful, nervous, glad it was Pete out there, 
and did I say anxious ... the tension was unbearable! Pete picks up pink and heads to A-baulk, carefully lines up a double 
with white and brown ... sharp intake of breath by the entire NSW team as they watch Pete strike, the pink ball travels 
past white, no roquet, but then the beautiful sound of pink roqueting brown and cutting it to the north-east of 1-back. 
Team NSW erupts in cheers. Pete takes-off to white, cut-rushes it towards 6, long approach and longish hoop, runs 6 to 
the north boundary – more cheers from NSW, more nervous tension, more hope. Pete roquets white and cuts it over 
towards 1-back. He considers his options with both brown and white at 1-back and no pioneer at 2-back, and then he 
does “The Thing”. Some of you know what “The Thing” is, but I’ll take you through it for the uninitiated. Pete gently and 
accurately cut-rushes brown into the jaws of 1-back, he places pink so that the croquet shot will put both balls through 
the hoop, he plays a beautiful stop-shot sending brown south as a 2-back pioneer and stopping pink near white (more 
cheering from team NSW), he roquets white and the 3-ball break continues. I won’t take you through the whole break, 
but needless to say, there were some difficult hoops (aren’t they all at Cairnlea), and some difficult roquets, there was 
loud cheering from NSW with each hoop that was run, and we were all whispering “come on Pete” “you can do it Pete” 
as he lined up every shot. Eventually, Pete approaches rover using brown, having left white not far from 4-back. He 
roquets brown and considers where he should leave it so as not to wire it from white, but making it difficult for brown to 
roquet white, because once he pegs out pink, it’s golden hoop time, with both brown and white for 4-back. Thick take-off 
back to white, putting brown in a perfect spot, gentle roquet and perfect take-off to the peg, leaving white in a runnable 
position in front of 4-back. Pink is pegged out – Victoria box and 4-back, NSW box and 4-back, and we wait for Greg to 
take his shot at white from up near A-baulk. Silence falls over Cairnlea, Greg shoots, brown just misses white and 
bounces off the hoop towards the east boundary. Pete walks on, carefully and slowly lines up the hoop, strikes and white 
runs 4-back. NSW wins! Team NSW goes crazy! Lots of cheering, some tears flowing, we are all hugging each other and 
rushing to congratulate Pete. What a moment, one I will never forget. An incredible Captain’s knock to seal the Trophy 
for NSW. 
I can honestly say that being part of the NSW Eire Cup team was an incredible experience. The strong bond within the 
team, the support given and received by every team member, the fight to win, the laughter and fun, the pride in each 
other, the opportunity to meet and play so many different players from around Australia, it was an experience like no 
other, topped off with the final victory to take home the Trophy. 

MAJOR GC COMPETITION, Marrickville 
Congratulations to all who participated in the Club's GC Majors competition. Roberta Flint, undefeated, won the event, 
with Peter Sinclair the runner up. A big thank you to event manager Wendy Herbert and to Lance Howes for his 
preparation of the lawn. All gained valuable experience in GC Advantage play and are now well prepared for the 
upcoming pennants.  (Photo L:R) Roberta and Wendy, and a photo showing the clubhouse and lawns 

GOLF  
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CROQUET CARNIVAL, 15-18 March, Wagga Wagga 

The Wagga Wagga 15th annual Golf Croquet Carnival was held over four days, with the completion of 168 games. There 
were 32 competitors from clubs outside of Wagga Wagga but two late withdrawals gave locals, Peter Lloyd and Leonie 
Moorby, a chance to compete. The Wagga Carnival has a great reputation and there is a solid core of players who attend 
every year. 
The competition was arranged in four blocks of eight players with similar handicaps for the Singles and two blocks of 
eight pairs for the Doubles. Handicaps ranged from 2 to 14. 
Contestants came from clubs in Wollongong, Newcastle, Marrickville, Belmont, Toronto, Cooks River, Canberra, 
Queanbeyan, Nowra, Pelican, Benalla, Jamberoo, Hunter Valley, Killara, Queenscliff, Albury and Wagga Wagga. 
It was great to see spectators come from Griffith Croquet Club, Young Croquet Club and a couple from a club in Adelaide 
who were on their way to Canberra and stopped in to check out the action. 
The Council staff had put in a lot of work to have our Wagga croquet courts in top condition. The lawns were running fast 
and the hoops were frustratingly tight but they drew much praise from our entrants. 
Games were on a level play basis and this saw some fierce competition and some nail-biting finishes. There were only 
two competitors who won none of their games and only Peter Sinclair, from Marrickville, managed to win all of his 
Singles games. No team was able to win all of their Doubles games. Some blocks were decided on the last games which 
kept the interest level high. Other than Peter Sinclair, Glenn Sellers from Toronto, ex-Wagga resident Ian Donald from 
Canberra, Doug Greening from Killara, Steve Podolak from Belmont and Leonie Moorby from Wagga all had a great 
Carnival with placings. Christine Blay from Benalla also played really well, winning five games in both Singles and Doubles 
but that wasn’t enough for her to earn a place. Likewise, Robyn Sim from Jamberoo earned a place in the Doubles but 
even her five Singles wins saw her out of the running in a countback. Cheryl Bennett from Queanbeyan played well in her 
very first competition with five Doubles wins, with partner Chris Blay and four Singles wins. 
Doubles Block A winners were Glenn Sellers (Toronto) and Douglas Greening (Killara) with six wins, with Ian Donald 
(Canberra) and Robyn Sim (Jamberoo) runners-up.  
Doubles Block B was won by Pat Foster (Toronto) and Lorna Knott (Nowra) with five wins and Steve Podolak (Belmont) 
and Leonie Moorby (Wagga Wagga) runners-up. 
Singles Block A saw Glenn Sellers (Toronto) six wins triumph over Ian Donald’s five wins (+11 nett ). Just out of the 
placings was Sue Sellers, also with five wins (+7 nett). 
Singles Block B had Paul Gerbich (Queanbeyan) emerge as clear winner with six wins, while a countback saw runner-up 
awarded to Douglas Greening (Killara) with five wins (+15 nett) over Robyn Sim (+10 nett) and Ian McRae (+5 nett.) 
Singles Block C was easily decided by Peter Sinclair (Marrickville) with seven wins from Steve Podolak with six wins. 
Singles Block D was clearly won by Bunty Clark (Albury) with six wins ahead of Leonie Moorby (Wagga Wagga) who had 
five wins. 

(Photos L:R) Glenn Sellers (A), Paul Gerbich (B), Peter Sinclair (C) and Bunty Clark (D), Singles’ Block winners 

 

Maureen Doig 
President, Wagga Wagga Croquet Club and Tournament Manager 
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THREE DAYS OF RICOCHET SINGLES CROQUET CARNIVAL 17-19 March 
Sawtell 
After three days of humidity, and competition as hot as the weather, the Three Days of 
Ricochet Singles Carnival has been played and won. Players from Cherry Street Ballina, 
EDSACC (Central Coast), Tweed Heads and Sawtell competed for the carnival win. The 
competition was a double round robin, Round 1 being level play and Round 2 a 
handicap. David Scott from Ballina Cherry Street was the number 1 seed and won 7 of 
the 8 games. A great effort after 8 hours on the court on day 3. Rod Munro of Sawtell 
was the only player to beat David and was the runner-up with 5 wins. In Block B, Kay 
Munro of Sawtell was the winner. Second place was interesting - after the level round, 
Graeme Marshall of Sawtell and Darren Warner of EDSACC were level on games, and 
hoops won and concede, however, in the last match of the day, Darren was the winner 

for second place. Darren had just come home from competing in Australasian Police and Emergency Services Games in 
Rotorua, New Zealand, winning Gold the Doubles with fellow competitor Phil Monds. 

WOMEN’S OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP, 24-26 March 
Eleven of NSW best women’s golf croquet players assembled at 
Tempe to do battle for this year’s title. The games were played as 
one large round robin with the top 4 players progressing into the 
finals. In the semi-finals: Sue Sellers defeated Gerda Lambeck 3/7 
7/4 7/2, and Jill Sullivan defeated Pauline Markwell 3/7 7/5 7/4. 
In the final, Sue Sellers started strongly winning the first game 
7/3 and narrowly losing the second game 6/7. The final game 
was tight with Jill Sullivan winning 7/5 to claim her first CNSW 
Women’s Singles golf championship. Well played Jill: a star on 
the horizon and commiserations to Sue who played very well during the whole event.  In the 
Plate, Liz Montague defeated Karen Bisley 7/6 7/4. 
Recipe For Protein Balls - Jill was asked for her recipe and says “while they provide energy and an instant sugar hit they 
are a bit naughty for those moments when you just need to lift your wings/wins!” Keep refrigerated in airtight container. 
1 cup rolled oats & 1 tablespoon cocoa   ½ cup peanut butter (zap in microwave till runny) 
1/3 cup honey      ¼ cup chocolate chips 
¼ cup coconut      ¼ cup almonds or walnuts 
¼ cup sultanas or chopped apricots, chopped dates or cranberries 
Method. Mix all ingredients together, chill for 30 minutes. Roll into balls and coat with coconut. Makes about 30 balls.  
MEN’S OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP, 31 March – 2 April, Canberra 
A huge field of 21 Elite Men’s Golf players travelled to Canberra for this year’s event. There were three blocks of which 
eight made it through to the finals. 
In the quarter finals: Peter Landrebe defeated Malcolm Powys 7/7 7/3, Peter Freer defeated Ralph Richardson 7/5 5/7 
7/5, Mark Scruton defeated Kevin McGlynn 7/5 3/7 7/3, and David Woods defeated David Hanbidge 7/7 7/5. 
In the semi-finals: Peter Freer defeated Peter Landrebe 7/5 7/5, and Mark Scruton defeated David Woods 7/5 7/5. 
The final was between the two Canberra players, Peter Freer and Mark Scruton. In a tight three-game final Mark Scruton 
defeated Peter Freer 7/5 3/7 7/4 to claim his first major CNSW Singles title. A deserving victory for someone who has put 
so much into improving his golf croquet game. The Plate was won by John Gartner (WA).  
TOURNAMENTS COMING UP: 

CNSW (GC) Open Singles Championship, 21-24 April, Tempe. Entries close 14 April. 
CNSW (AC) Open Men’s Singles Championship, 28-30 April, Tempe. Entries close 21 April. 
CNSW (AC) Silver Singles, 2-5 May, Strathfield. Entries close 21 April. 
Beryl Chambers (AC) Southern qualifying, 6-7 May, Jamberoo. Entries close 28 April. 
Manly Seabreeze (GC) Doubles and Singles, 9-12 May, Manly.  Entries close 12 April 
CNSW (AC) Gold Singles, 9-12 May, Cammeray. Entries close 28 April. 
Check out the Events tab on the CNSW website. 

         David Scott & Kay Munro 

Peter Freer with Jill Sullivan Peter Freer with Sue Sellers 

https://www.croquet-nsw.org/events.html

