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GOLDEN MALLET AWARD 2022 
Congratulations to Patrick Moroney, recipient of 

the 2022 CNSW Golden Mallet Award!! 

Pat was nominated by Jamberoo Croquet Club 

(JCC) for his amazing service to his club and 

Croquet NSW over the last 18 years.  Pat is a true 

gentleman and a life member of the club. He has 

generously contributed to croquet at all levels: 

playing AC and GC, representing his club in 

Pennants and external tournaments, coaching, 

refereeing, working bees and club maintenance, 

and generally being heart and soul of the club. 

The Golden Mallet Award was officially presented 

to Pat by Croquet NSW at a special morning tea 

held by the club on 6 May, World Croquet Day. JCC 

President Louise Hotchkis opened the 

proceedings, with Vice President Judy McCumstie 

providing a most informative and concise history 

of Croquet. Then past-president Steve Milton 

introduced Pat Moroney as the recipient of the 

2022 CNSW Golden Mallet Award.  

Around 60 club members attended, as well as 

local federal and state members of parliament 

who also enjoyed a game of croquet.  

Club members provided a wonderful spread with 

the highlight being a specially-decorated cake, in 

Pat’s honour. Pat shared his day with King Charles, on the day of the Coronation. 

The Golden Mallet Award is a superb work of art lovingly handcrafted each year by Cliff Elliott from South West Rocks CC. 
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A large group attended the special 

presentation of the Golden Mallet 

Award at Jamberoo Croquet Club 

 

Fidye Westgarth, CNSW, presents the 
Award to Pat, with the wonderful cake 
in the foreground 

The 2022 Golden Mallet Award 
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FROM THE BOARD 
Australian Ricochet Tournaments 
Croquet NSW hosted the inaugural Australian National Championships for both 
doubles and singles Ricochet at Tempe.  
The doubles event was won by David Scott and Ray Chapman, both from the 
Ballina Cherry Street Club, prevailing in a best of three final (2,1) over Rob Elliot 
and Don Wright from Cooks River Croquet Club.  
The singles event was won by Peter Freer from Canberra from David Scott in a 
best of three final (2,0) 
Croquet NSW congratulated the winners, the organisers, the volunteers especially 
the referees, tournament manager and court setters.  
HUBS 

The Hub club family has grown by one with Nowra Croquet Club joining the 
group. It is hoped that more clubs will consider becoming a Hub in their region to 
help develop the sport in the years to come. 
Expressions Of Interest 
CNSW is looking to recruit members to take on a number of roles to help in the 
running of croquet in NSW.  
These roles are: 

• Member of the Tournaments Committee 

• Member of the AC Selection Committee 

• State Co-ordinator of Coaching 

• State Co-ordinator of Refereeing GC 

• State Co-ordinator of Refereeing AC 

• Complaints Officer and MPIO 
EoIs with more details for the positions will be forwarded to Clubs in the near 
future. 

ACA Tournaments Review 
David Stanton has been appointed as the CNSW representative on the ACA working party reviewing Tournament 
Management and Regulations for all States.  
Planning for the future 
The Board recently held a face-to-face (first time in two years) planning day to determine our priorities for the next 12 to 
18 months. We were joined by Stuart Hodges CEO Sports NSW, Libby Saddler and Nicki Horton for part of the day to help 
with improving our governance structure and the way forward with the Inner West Council‘s Plan of Management for 
Mackay Park  (Tempe). Also, there was a valuable discussion helped in determining our priorities to help the sport of 
croquet grow.  The Board looks forward to the coming year as we focus on growing our clubs, developing player and 
officials’ skills, updating our website and database, supporting our volunteers, improving our communication and 
marketing, and managing our CNSW HQ at Mackey Park. 
Rik Mills 
Secretary 
 
Photo (L:R) Stephen Burns, Fidye Westgarth, Libby 
Saddler (Strategic Programs Manager), Liz Friend, 
Nicki Horton (General Manager), Kate McLoughlin, 
Ray Chapman, Steve Miles, Stuart Hodge (CEO) and 
Rik Mills. 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  
 
Chair: Kate McLoughlin  
Deputy Chair: Ray Chapman 
Treasurer: Steve Miles  
Secretary: Rik Mills  
Board Member: Stephen Burns 
Board Member:  Fidye Westgarth 
Newsletter: Liz Friend 
newsletter@croquet-nsw.org 
 
Website: https://croquet-nsw.org 
Croquet NSW Facebook page 

 

file:///C:/Users/kmcl1/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/2979/Attachments/newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
https://croquet-nsw.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204121004882119/
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NEWS FROM EASTWOOD CROQUET CLUB 
On Australia Day this year a cheer went up at a celebratory afternoon tea when it 
was announced that a popular and skilled member of the club had won an 
Australia Day Award. Long time member Margaret Dewberry was awarded a 
Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia in the General Division for service to 
people who are deaf or hard of hearing.  
The citation noted Margaret’s contribution from 2014 to 2020 to: 
 
Audiology Australia 
Hearing Australia  
Audiological Society of Australia  
Deafness Forum of Australia  
Board Member Ears 
Mentor Aussie Deaf Kids.  
(article submitted by Margaret Foster) 

 

COWRA CROQUET CELEBRATES CENTENARY 
Although croquet was played in Cowra before the turn of the century, it 

wasn’t until May 1923 when Miss Elizabeth Bill with six interested ladies 
officially formed the Croquet Club in Cowra. They shared the Bowling Club 
greens for many years until moving to the present position in Brougham 
Park in 1952. On 19 April 2023, the current members of the club held a 
garden party to celebrate their centenary. Among the many guests 

welcomed by President Heather Edwards were Mayor Bill West, and 
former Mayor Bruce Miller. Other guests included retired members, players 

from other towns, families of past members and other interested people. 
  
 Mayor Bill West, whose mother and grandmother had been past members, started the 
proceedings with a congratulatory address and went on to plant a crepe myrtle in honour of the occasion. He was ably 
helped by Bruce Miller, who in his role of Mayor many years ago had officially opened our second green. The beautifully 
decorated cake was cut by a very glamourous retired member Rita Wade, who said she was thrilled and honoured to be 
asked to perform that task. The club surrounds looked beautiful, the weather perfect, and both made a good backdrop 
for shade tents, tables, chairs, flowers and balloons.  The cooks of the club provided a very wide range of treats to try, 
and most guests and members sat down to enjoy the food and conversation, while others played a game of croquet or 
tried their skill at bagatelle and dollies. Everyone enjoyed the afternoon, especially the members who made light of the 
cleaning up by chatting about the success of the day.  Chris Palazzi, Cowra Croquet Club 

  
  

 
(Above left: President Heather Edwards and retired member Rita Wade who cut the cake) (Members’ photo: Back row: Members Katrine Capps, 
Robyn Dunn, Zelma  Beecher, Gwen Bush and Jan Trengove. Front row:  Don Capps, Ana Kusetic, Heather Edwards (Pres), Helen Bryant, Lee Tarrant, 
Jenny Walker and Chris Palazzi. Absent: Elaine Hall, Alison Muggridge, James McInerney, Carmel Trethewey) (Right: The tree planting. Retired 
Mayor Bruce Miller,  finishing the job. Current Mayor Bill West and Club President Heather Edwards look on) 
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR AC STATE TEAM COACH AND AC DEVELOPMENT COACH 

The AC Selection Committee (ACSC) is calling for expressions of interest (EOI) for a State Team Coach and an AC 

Development Coach. 

AC State Team Coach 

The State Team Coach will automatically become an ex officio member of the ACSC and so be involved in selection of the 

final team in late 2023 in the lead up to the 2024 Eire Cup, which will be held in Tasmania in March 2024. NSW is the 

current holder of the Eire Cup. 

The State Team Coach will be tasked with working with the State Squad and the State Team to produce the strongest 

playing performance by the NSW team in the Eire Cup competition. In working with the State Squad and the State Team, 

the State Team Coach will apply his/her knowledge and skill to build player expertise and capacity. This may involve: 

• providing advice, assistance and support to State Squad and State Team players;  

• working with the State Squad (from which the State Team will be selected) to build individual and team playing 
performance;  

• setting individual goals, performance criteria, and a competition programme for individual players at different 
levels; 

• providing feedback to players on their progress; and  

• providing a debrief to players not selected to the State Team. 

The role of the State Team Coach is set out in detail at Appendix A of CNSW’s Duties of Officials and Committee Members 
document (CNSW-Duties-of-Officials-and-Committee-Members.pdf (croquet-nsw.org)). 

AC Development Coach 
Each year, the ACSC selects a Development Squad of 10-15 players who are identified as having the potential to be 
competitive players in state and national events. The Development Coach will be responsible for coaching and mentoring 
members of the Development Squad through a number of training sessions either collectively or in smaller groups. 
The objectives of the role are to: assist squad members increase their playing skills so they can be more competitive in 
state and national level events; provide a stepping stone to assist emerging club players gain the skills that would 
encourage their participation in state and national events; and provide squad members with skills and knowledge they 
could share with members back in their own clubs. 

For further information and/or submitting EOIs: if you are interested in either position, please submit your EOI to 

Stephen Richards, Chair ACSC, at smr29@bigpond.com by 26 May 2023. If you have any questions about the roles, 

please contact Stephen on the email address above or on 0407 300110. 

Stephen Richards, Chair, AC Selection Committee 

WORLD CROQUET DAY 
If you would like to share your stories and photos of World Croquet Day, 6 May, please forward them so that they can 
appear in the June CNSW newsletter.  No doubt there are many novel ways clubs have celebrated. 

 If your Club would like to share its interesting stories, and articles and photos from tournaments, please email 
newsletter@croquet-nsw.org for publishing. 

INCIDENT REPORTS 
The CNSW website has forms that Clubs may wish to use to assist when reporting an incident.  Both the CNSW form and 
the Club form are below on the links: 

https://www.croquet-nsw.org/resources/CNSW-Incident-Report.pdf 

https://www.croquet-nsw.org/resources/Club-Incident-Report.pdf 

https://croquet-nsw.org/governance/policy/CNSW-Duties-of-Officials-and-Committee-Members.pdf
mailto:smr29@bigpond.com
mailto:newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
https://www.croquet-nsw.org/resources/CNSW-Incident-Report.pdf
https://www.croquet-nsw.org/resources/Club-Incident-Report.pdf
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Bookings for the CNSW lawns at Tempe are managed by Cooks River Croquet Club who play at Tempe when CNSW is not 
using the lawns.  Any CNSW member may book a session at Tempe by going to 
https://croquetbooking.com/book/index.php?site=69.  You will need to be registered to use this link.  If you are not 
registered just email cooksrivercroquetclub@gmail.com.  The cost is $6 per session and CRCC will issue an invoice. 
 

CROQUET AUSTRALIA (ACA) NEWS 
The Autumn Edition of the ACA Online Magazine is now available via the link below. Could I ask each State Secretary to 
pass the link onto your relevant clubs.  ACA Autumn Magazine  
There is also a flip page version which can be found on the ACA website ACA Website – Online Magazine Link 
Also, the Minutes of the ACA Board meeting held on 19 April can be viewed on the link: 
https://croquet-australia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/230419-Board-Meeting-Minutes-PUBLIC.pdf 

WINNERS ARE GRINNERS 

MOSMAN BASH, 24-26 March, Mosman 

Mosman Croquet Club enjoyed welcoming 24 association croquet competitors (4 blocks of 6 players) to the annual 

Mosman Bash on Friday to Sunday 24-26 March. Players ranged between handicaps of 3-16. Our blocks were well 

matched, with similar handicaps in each block and rarely more than 1 bisque between them. Competition was robust – 

with cash prizes for each Block winner and runner-up, this meant that one-third of all the players were getting prizes! 

After enduring a drizzly start, the raincoats were flung off and the weather was perfect. At the end of the games 

everyone sat down together around tables, for lunch. Just returned from the successful Eire Cup in Melbourne, Alison 

Sharpe showed us all the fabulous trophy and gave a presentation on the history of the Eire Cup as well as a summary of 

the gripping finish where NSW Team won the final game after the bell. Alison then presented the prizes to The Bash 

contestants. We greatly appreciated the contribution of our referees. Tournament Referee was Helen Collins, who ably 

managed the refereeing requirements for  the full event.  We were fortunate to have referees Neil Hardie, Steve Miles 

and Ron Buist each for one full day and David Stanton for 2 days. Players who also refereed for 1 or 2 sessions were David 

Gibson, Ron Humpherson, John Fransen and Michael Strickland. Where would we be without our referees!!! 

Also BIG THANKS to our club members who assisted with lawns preparation, catering, and many other aspects of the 

event. Where would we be without our volunteers!!! 

 WINNER RUNNER-UP 

Blue Block Chris Brown, Cammeray Club Ted Woodley, Chatswood Club 

Red Block Ron Humpherson, Mosman Club Marg O’Brien, Cammeray Club 

Green Block Paul, Skvorc, Cooks River Club David Surridge, Cammeray Club 

Yellow Block David Gibson, Manly Club Bronwyn McGrane, Mosman Club  

 

 

( L to R) Fidye Westgarth 

(TM), Paul, Skvorc, Marg 

O’Brien, Ron Humpherson, 

Bronwyn McGrane,  

David Gibson, David 

Surridge, Chris Brown, Ted 

Woodley, and Alison Sharpe 
 

 

 

 

https://croquetbooking.com/book/index.php?site=69
mailto:cooksrivercroquetclub@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jyfgzpghng9aqhy/Croquet%20Australia%20Newsletter%20Autumn%202023.pdf?dl=0
https://croquet-australia.com.au/e-newsletter-2/
https://croquet-australia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/230419-Board-Meeting-Minutes-PUBLIC.pdf
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CNSW BRONZE (AC) SINGLES 11-14 April, Killara 
Seven players contested this year’s event playing one round robin: Mary Lambert (Killara) was the winner after only 
losing one game and a net hoop of +44, and Margaret Craig (Killara) was the runner-up on 4 wins and 2 losses and a net 
hoop of +10. 
Congratulations to all the other participants without you there would be no event played. 

INAUGURAL AUSTRALIAN (RC) DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP 14–16 April, Tempe 
Seven pairs contested the inaugural 
event playing a round robin to 
determine the two teams to play in the 
final.  
After six games the block standings 
were: Ray Chapman and David Scott, 5 
wins 1 loss 45 net hoops. Rob Elliott and 
Don Wright, 5 w2ins 1 loss 37 net 
hoops. Peter Freer and Janelle Wilson, 4 
wins 2 losses 36 net hoops, Mary 
Hughes and Steve Catt, 3 wins 3 losses -
7 net hoops. Richard Hughes and Sid 
Bates, 2 wins 4 losses -18 net hoops. Ron 
and Ros Johnstone, 1 wins 5 losses net 
hoops -42, Fran Wright and Kaz Boswell, 1 win 5 losses net hoops -51. 
The final was between Ray Chapman and David Scott vs. Rob Elliott and Don Wright in best of three games. In Game 1, 
Ray and David just got home 15/14. Game 2, Rob after a 7-hoop break got his team home 19/15. 
The final game was a thriller. Although the scores were low, the tension was high. Ray got a late 2-hoop break to level the 
scores and David scored the winning hoop nearly on the bell. Ray Chapman and David Scott were the winners, 9 to 8. 
Third place went to Peter Freer and Janelle Wilson, defeating Mary Hughes and Steve Catt. 
The doubles plate was won by Fran Wright and Kaz Boswell defeating Sid Barnes and Richard Hughes. 
Well done to the Tournament Manager Richard Hughes and the Tournament Referee Petula Shun for their tireless work 
over the three days. 

INAUGURAL AUSTRALIAN RICOCHET SINGLES 
CHAMPIONSHIP 17–20 April, Tempe 
Eight players contested the event (unfortunately there were 
two late withdrawals): David Scott, Ray Chapman, Peter Freer, 
Ted Woodley, Mary Hughes, Richard Hughes, Sid Bates and 
Ros Johnstone. Players were divided into two blocks with the 
top two players from each block to contest a best of three 
semi-final with the winners contesting a best of three final. 
The semi-finals were between: Game 1 Ray Chapman vs 
Peter Freer, and Game 2 David Scott vs Ted Woodley. In Game 
1 Peter Freer won 26/19 6/21 26/14, and in Game 2 David 
Scott won 18/7 24/8. The first final was very close with Peter 
sneaking home 20/18; Game 2 was a bit lopsided with Peter 
showing everyone who was watching how to play Ricochet 
winning 26/9. The Plate was won by Mary Hughes. A big well-
done to Petula Shun who was the only referee the whole 7 
days of the doubles and singles, and Richard Hughes the 
tournament manager. Also, big thanks to all the helpers and 
especially the players who, without them, there would be no 
tournament.  

(L:R)David Scott, Ron Johnstone, Ros Johnstone, Steve Catt, Mary Hughes, Janelle 
Wilson, Don Wright, Richard Hughes, Rob Elliott,  Ray Chapman, Sid Bates and 
Peter Freer.  

, Peter Freer 

 

(L:R) Richard Hughes, Mary Hughes, Peter Freer, Petula Shun (TM), 
David Scott, Ros Johnston, Ray Chapman, Sid Bates and Ted Woodley. 
 (Below L:R) Richard Hughes (TM), David Scott (runner-up), Peter Freer 
(winner) and Ray Chapman (Ricochet National Coordinator) 
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CNSW MENS OPEN AC SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP 28-30 April, Tempe 
 
Eight of NSW’s best Association players contested this year’s event. Interestingly, the players all came from clubs 
beginning with the letter C. The players contested one block with the top two players going on to complete in the final 
which was best of three games. After the block rounds, it was Trevor Basset on top with 6 wins, 1 loss and net hoops of 
+103, followed closely by Tim Murphy on 6 wins, 1 loss and net hoops of +72. The best of three final proved to be one 
sided with Tim Murphy running way with the win 26/9 21/14.  
Congratulations Tim on a wonderful tournament and so close for Trevor Bassett. 

Tournaments coming up: 

CNSW (AC) Women's Open, 26-28 May, Tempe. Entries close 19 May 
CNSW (RC) Open Doubles, 26-27 May, Nowra. Entries close 19 May 
CNSW (RC) Open Singles, 28-30 May, Nowra. Entries close 19 May 
CNSW (AC) Platinum Singles, 5-7 June, Chatswood. Entries close 26 May 
CNSW (RC) Division 3 Doubles, 5-6 June, Strathfield. Entries close 26 May 
CNSW (RC) Division 3 Singles, 7-9 June, Strathfield. Entries close 26 May 
Gold Coast Tweed Tournament (AC), 1-9 July, various venues.  Entries close 12 June (flyer attached). 
Intercept Competition (GC) 30 September – 2 October, Sutherland.  Entries close 15 September (flyer attached). 

 

Check out the Events tab on the CNSW website. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.croquet-nsw.org/events.html

