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and enjoy croquet. We pay our respects to elders past and present and emerging  

Page 1 

 
NEWSLETTER 
August 2023 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

FRIENDSHIP – ONE OF THE BEST ELEMENTS OF OUR GAME 

When you’re down and out, lift up your head and shout “there’s going to be a great 
day”. And that day, my friends, was courtesy of Alstonville Croquet Club. 

Spirits at Lismore Croquet Club were low. The shadows of the February 2022 floods 
were keeping us in permanent gloom, unable to host District events, unable to make a cup of tea in our partly restored 
club house, our lawns favouring good luck against good play and membership numbers falling. Misery feeds on misery 
and although our morals remained intact, our morale did not. 
There are in this world of croquet certain people who can’t see gloom without doing something about it. Up at 
Alstonville, our sister club, two such apothecarys of unhappiness, Ken Samuels and Daphne Fulloon, prescribed a 
Friendship Day for Lismore players. The rest of Alstonville Croquet Club got behind the idea and went at it with zest. 
Wow! What a Fun day it was. 
We Lismore guests were engulfed with smiles, warm friendliness, happily contested short games of Golf Croquet, cakes, 
scones like your favourite Aunt used to bake, cucumber sandwiches (yes, they really exist) and more scones, and many a 
healthy serve of laughter. We came home from Alstonville with our morale right back up where it used to be. They really 
know how to operate the Happy Machine up there at Alstonville Croquet Club. 
Well done and thank you to Ken, Daphne, Sandra, Fred, Lorraine, Sonja, Steve, James, John and so many other wonderful 
members of Alstonville Croquet Club. 
Article by Jim Yeo, Lismore Croquet Club 
(Photos by Deborah Matten, Lismore Croquet Club) 
(below, the Lismore members and right, an SES photo only just showing a little of the the brown roof of the Clubhouse) 

 

 

IN THIS EDITION 

VALE Tony McArthur 
Membership working group 
Board Update 
GC State Team (ISS) 
Grants 
Winners are Grinners 
Tournaments Coming Up 
…  and other news 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Page 2 

A STAR FOR CASINO CROQUET CLUB 
Casinos have had some bad publicity lately, but one Casino shines brightly and that is Casino Croquet Club.  When the 
2022 floods flushed Lismore’s croquet lawns away we became a croquet club without croquet.  It is a universally 
acknowledged truth that “you can take a croquet player out of the game but you can’t take the game out of the player”.  
Forlorn and frustrated, Lismore croquet players looked like having to sit out a lot of months watching the grass growing 
back on our lawns.  Two aces from Casino changed all that. 
Mary Ayshford (far left) and Leonie Condon, a high-powered duo of moving and shaking at Casino Club, moved and 
shook their club (it didn’t actually take much moving or shaking) and we were invited to use their lawns on Mondays and 
to participate as guest “members” in their regular club competitions.  Casino Club came up trumps.  Their hospitality 
could not have been hospitabler, the members could not have been kinder, the players friendlier. 
Truly a shining star in a very gloomy sky! 

        

 
PARKES CROQUET CLUB  
Saturday 22 July, and it was an icy start to the day at Parkes 
Croquet when Richard Hughes, NSW coordinator of 
Ricochet Croquet, made a special trip to Parkes to coach 
the players in the skills and strategies of Ricochet - and also 
to give the final exam and practical tests to new Ricochet 
Referees, Bill (lower left) and Beth Thomas (lower right). 
The Parkes members derived a lot of benefit from Richard’s 
expertise and were keen to learn smarter approaches to 
the game. Next on the agenda for Parkes will be another visit from Rik Mills, CNSW Secretary, for further coaching with 
Golf Croquet and to help with the planning stage of Parkes Masters Games 2024. The Parkes Croquet Club members are 
very appreciative of the time and assistance given through these experiences in helping the club to progress in its 
chosen codes of croquet. 
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FROM THE BOARD 
The Chair of CNSW, Kate McLoughlin, is currently in England preparing for the 
World Women’s Golf Championship to be held at Sussex County Croquet Club in 
West Sussex from 7-14 August. Joining Kate from New South Wales is Pamela 
Barnwell, Jamie Gumbrell and Gerda Lambeck, and from South Australia, Virginia 
Arney. The Board wishes all the players good fortune and good hooping over the 
championship. 
The Board agreed to establish a working party to examine training and other 
State team costs in 2024. The working party to consist of Steve Miles, Stephen 
Richards, Peter Montague and Liz Friend. 
Peter Landrebe has been approved as the State Team AC Coach for the next three 
years. Thank you, Peter. Peter’s vast experience in AC will ensure that NSW stays 
on the top the tree in AC. 
The Board also approved John Cook to run re-accreditation of AC referees in the 
absence of a State Director of Refereeing. This will ensure the CNSW continues to 
have sufficient AC referees. 
The 2024 Australian Gateball Championship will be held at Toronto from 16-20 
October 2024. The championships will be played at Toronto’s new croquet facility 
with 6 lawns and a new clubhouse. 
Also approved was the establishment of a sub-committee to look at membership 
promotion and marketing. A request for volunteers is detailed later in this 
newsletter. 
A new policy is available on the CNSW website for appointment of CNSW Life 
Members at https://croquet-nsw.org/governance/policy/CNSW-Life-Membership-
Appointment.pdf 
Ray Chapman, Deputy Chair 

 
REFEREE NEWS 
Congratulations to the following recently accredited GC referees: 
Elizabeth Woods (South West Rocks) 
Chris Cox (Port Macquarie) 
Lorraine Hatfield, CNSW Director of Refereeing 

 

 VALE Tony McArthur 

It is with deep sadness that we were informed our much loved Tony McArthur passed 
away on Thursday, 20 th July, 2023. Tony was a member of Sutherland Croquet Club for 
almost 20 years and our Club President for quite a few years during that time. He was 
also Chairman of CNSW and visited various Clubs throughout the State championing 
the sport. 
His dedication to our Club and to the game itself was outstanding and he was always so 
invested in coaching new players, which he was still doing just days before his untimely 
death. He will be remembered as a lovable larrikin on and off the field, a gentle man 
and a gentleman with his infectious laugh and dry sense of fun. 
Playing well or even not so well, we will miss Tony’s catchcry “I love this game”. 
Reunited with his beloved wife Jennifer ……. 
 
(Margaret Morters on behalf of the Sutherland Croquet Club) 

 

BOARD MEMBERS  
 
Chair: Kate McLoughlin  
Deputy Chair: Ray Chapman 
Treasurer: Steve Miles  
Secretary: Rik Mills  
Board Member: Stephen Burns 
Board Member:  Fidye Westgarth 
Newsletter: Liz Friend 
newsletter@croquet-nsw.org 
 
Website: https://croquet-nsw.org 
Croquet NSW Facebook page 

 

https://croquet-nsw.org/governance/policy/CNSW-Life-Membership-Appointment.pdf
https://croquet-nsw.org/governance/policy/CNSW-Life-Membership-Appointment.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kmcl1/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/2979/Attachments/newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
https://croquet-nsw.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204121004882119/
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MARKETING CROQUET PROJECT  
In a Croquet NSW survey of clubs in 2022, a majority of clubs responded that they wished to increase their membership 
numbers. CNSW is forming a small working group to advise and develop a range of effective strategies to increase 
uptake of croquet and also to maximise efforts to retain members. Some of the strategies will involve assisting clubs and 
others will work at more general level. This working group will meet around three times over the next 6 months, by 
zoom. Regional and metropolitan perspectives are included in the scope.  
Does your club have any members with experience in marketing and promotion, who might join us in this group?  
It is expected that the resulting strategies will be of use to most croquet clubs, as well as raising the profile of the game 
of croquet for the general population. If you know of anyone who might assist on this short-term development project, 
please contact Liz Friend at newsletter@croquet-nsw.org.  A copy of the Terms of Reference for the working group is 
available, on request. 

WINNERS ARE GRINNERS 
NSW GC OPEN DOUBLES, 7-9 July 2023, Tempe 
This was an astonishingly even competition, with all matches closely contested, and most results surprisingly hard to 
predict. Under blue skies, with cold mornings and sometimes brisk winds, seven teams played a round robin of best-of-
three games matches. Despite some time limit provisions, it proved difficult to complete all three scheduled rounds on 
the Friday, and one match eventually spread over three days. Our thanks to Kaye Martin and Malcolm Powys for 
refereeing on Friday, and to Derek Bull and David Scott for letting themselves be dragged from play to adjudicate on the 
other days. Thanks also to David Stanton for organising the event and managing on Friday. By the third morning, 
probably every team still had a chance to win the tournament. In the end, no team scored less than two matches (and six 
games) or more than four matches (and nine games). After nervously checking of the conditions of play, it emerged that 
Jamie and Ethan Gumbrell had taken the trophy, with 4 matches, 9 games and 12 net hoops (bottom left photo), with Liz 
Montague and David Scott runners-up with 4 matches, 9 games and 0 net hoops (bottom right photo). 

 
NSW (GC) DIVISION 3 SINGLES, 12-14 July, Mosman 

 
17 players from around the State competed in two blocks with the top 4 players from each 
block progressing to the finals. 
In the quarter finals: Wendy Herbert defeated Tim Allen 10/5, Gillian Burke defeated Robert 
Marich 10/5, Carol Studdert defeated Marilyn Smith 10/7, and Angela Bennet defeated 
Ginny Graylin 10/3. 
The semi-finals saw Wendy Herbert defeat Gillian Burke 8/7, and Carol Studdert defeat 
Angela Bennet 10/3. 
The final was very close and exciting with Carol Studdert (left) defeating Wendy Herbert 6/5 
7/5. In the Plate final Margaret Gallan defeated Stephen Bruce 7/6. 
 

mailto:newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
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NSW GC DIVISION 3 DOUBLES, 10-12 July, Chatswood  
 
The tournament was held in fine weather. The mornings were cold, but days were sparkling and the lawns were running 
fast! There were 16 pairs registered, with 1 pair pulling out prior to the event. 
It was a fun and action packed few days of croquet, played in the best of spirits and with a notably high standard 
of competition. Especially pleasing was the number of new Division 3 players who had entered this tournament 
for the first time – it was terrific to see them stepping up to competitive play and doing so well, demonstrating real 
improvement over the course of this challenging three-day tournament. 
The competitors were divided into two round-robin blocks, the ‘Red’ block being won by Stephen Curtis & Jillian 
McGrath (Manly) and the ‘Blue’ block by Les Guzowski & Ralph Harrison (Nelson Bay). In the hard-fought 
quarter finals, Les Guzowski & Ralph Harrison defeated John & Lorraine McMillan 9/6, Gary Allen & Fabienne Batho 
defeated Sue Clubbe & Joanne Nimmons 10/3, Rosemary Howard & Sue Snepp defeated Jane Ellison & Jane Trousdale 
9/5, and Janelle Gaggin & Judy Tonkin defeated Stephen Curtis & Jillian McGrath 7/4. 
The semis were won 9–4 by Les Guzowski & Ralph Harrison (Nelson Bay) against Gary Allen & Fabienne 
Batho (Nelson Bay), and by a nail-biting 8–7 by Janelle Gaggin & Judy Tonkin (Marrickville) against Rosemary 
Howard & Sue Snepp (Chatswood).  
The finals were won by Les Guzowski & Ralph Harrison (below left) from Nelson Bay, who edged out the runners-up 
Janelle Gaggin & Judy Tonkin from Marrickville (below right, with Pres. Dan Howard) in an excellent 19-hoop match with 
a final score of 10 to 4. The Z group was won by Sue Clubbe & Joanne Nimmons defeating Stephen Curtis & Jillian 
McGrath 10/7, the Y group was won by Gary Clarke & Geoff Peebles defeating Pauline Hogan & Helen Lackey 7/4, and 
the W group was won by Rosemarie Mott & Heather Sherlock defeating Michael Evans & Judith Slaughter 7/5. 
Chatswood Croquet Club would like to thank all of the many volunteers, both inside and outside the club, who gave their 
time to make this event such a success. Special thanks to tournament managers Derek (Bob) Berry and Terry Abbott for 
their sterling efforts liaising with players and their work in bringing this competition to fruition, and to Croquet NSW 
Tournament Director David Stanton for setting up the draw and for providing very helpful tuition on operating the 
computer program for keeping track of all the results over three days of competition. Great thanks also to Tournament 
referees Kay Martin and Roberta Flint, and to additional acting referees Michael Chambers, Terry Abbott, Bob Berry and 
Patrick Rundle all of whom did a splendid job maintaining peace and good order throughout the competition! Finally - 
and especially - thanks to all the competitors who took part and made this such a memorable tournament. We hope to 
see you back at Chatswood for more croquet in the future!   
Dan Howard,  
President   
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PORT MACQUARIE CROQUET CLUB 2023 AC CARNIVAL 
The Club’s 67th carnival went well with fine weather for the 5 days. The management team of Sue Moss (Carnival 
Manager), Bridget Earle (Carnival Secretary) and Barb Piggott (Tournament Referee) worked tirelessly to make sure that 
everything ran smoothly. Congratulations to the winners: 
Block A Winner John Piggott (Urunga) and Runner-up John Fransen (Mosman), Block B Winner Ken Green (Maitland), 
and Runner-up Geoff Chapman (Urunga), Block C Winner Kay Munro (Sawtell) and Runner-up Jenny Arnold (Sawtell), 
Block D, Winner Janine Crellin (Taree) and Runner-up Peter Colquhoun (Cammeray), Block E, Winner Alex Chapman 
(Urunga) and Runner-up Lyn Stewart (Gloucester). 
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NSW (RC) DIVISION 2 DOUBLES, 14-15 July, Toronto 
 
10 teams met at Toronto for the inaugural 
Ricochet Division 2 doubles. 
After two hours of extremely close encounters 
with only a few hoops separating the two 
teams, it was Wal Mills & John Pace emerging 
winners, defeating Chris Gill & Richard Hughes 
11/10. 
Nancy Ainsworth & Sue Sellers won the playoff 
for third spot, defeating Phil Monds and Darren 
Warner 13/8. 

 
NSW (RC) DIVISION 2 SINGLES 16-18 July, Toronto 
 
10 players made it to Toronto for the inaugural Ricochet Divison 2 
Singles championship. The players were divided into two blocks with 
the top two players from each block progressing to the semi-finals: 
Chris Williamson defeated Phyllis Waters 16/1,1 and Simon Cook 
defeated Bill Munns 12/10. 
In the final Chris Williamson (far right) prevailed, defeating Simon 
Cook 12/5 & 10/9. 
In the third place playoff, Phyllis Waters defeated Bill Munns 14/12 & 
15/6. The Y group was won by Chris Gill defeating Bruce McAlister 
19/6. 
 

PRINTING HANDICAP CARDS 
Did you know that you can print handicap cards?  The CNSW website (croquet-nsw.org) has a pdf copy of the AC and GC 
handicap cards (including the GC insert) on the “Resources” page.  You can print the pdf copy on normal A4 80gsm paper 
or get some A4 200gsm cardboard from an office supply store.  It is then just a matter of printing.  Usually this will be 
through a rear feed on your printer.  Select one sided printing and paper and follow the instructions to feed through the 
rear feed slot.  The printer will print the first side then ask you to insert the paper to print the second page.  Just flip the 
printed first page over and the second side will be printed.   
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GRANTS 
 
VOLUNTEER GRANTS support the work of local community organisations by enabling the inclusion of vulnerable people 
and promoting awareness to increase participation in volunteering. 
The 2023–24 Volunteer Grants Opportunity is expected to open for applications in the second half of 2023. 
Grants of between $1,000 and $5,000 will be available to assist eligible not-for-profit community organisations support 
the efforts of their volunteers. Examples of what grant funding can assist with include small portable equipment 
purchases, contributions towards the cost of training volunteers, reimbursement of fuel costs for volunteers and 
undertaking background screening checks for volunteers. 
The Grant Opportunity Guidelines are on GrantConnect, with other supporting documentation to be published when the 
grant opportunity is open for application. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS Up to $300,000 per club or organisation through the Infrastructure Grants: Sports and 

Recreation 

Find out more about the NSW Sport infrastructure Grants  

 

The NSW Sport and Recreation Infrastructure Grants are NOW OPEN, aiming to fund the costs of construction, 
alteration, renovation, completion and fit-out of buildings and community infrastructure to deliver outcomes for New 
South Wales communities. 

Projects eligible for funding include (but are not limited to): 

1. Indoor organised sports centre (indoor cricket, basketball) 

2. Leisure centre (martial arts dojo, gymnastics centre) 

3. Outdoor organised sports facility (football field, netball courts) 

4. Recreation space (playground, skate-park) 

5. Large-scale purpose-built facility (stadium, velodrome, motorsports facility) 

6. Water sports (swimming pool) 

Bookings for the CNSW lawns at Tempe  
CNSW Members who are not members of Cooks River Croquet who wish to play at Tempe on a casual basis can use the 
Cooks River Lawn Booking system.  You will need to be registered to use the system by sending an email to 
tempelawns@croquet-nsw.org.  Lawn fees of $6 per half day apply.  
 

Please see the attached for the Winter edition of the ACA Newsletter. The flip page version can be accessed via the 
website ONLINE MAGAZINE – Australian Croquet Association (croquet-australia.com.au) . 

 

https://www.grants.gov.au/Fo/Show?FoUuid=7b57b89b-ac76-4fc9-ac36-0cfa6523f0c3
https://club-builder.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e88a38f9e5d8d77f00857841e&id=eed2790e8e&e=7005e637d9
mailto:tempelawns@croquet-nsw.org
https://croquet-australia.com.au/e-newsletter-2/
https://club-builder.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e88a38f9e5d8d77f00857841e&id=eed2790e8e&e=7005e637d9
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NSW GC STATE TEAM 2023 

The NSW GC Selectors have chosen the State team to compete in the Interstate Shield for Golf  
Croquet, to be played in Perth from 20-24 September. The 5+5 team (with 2+2 reserves) includes 8 who played in NSW’s 
cliffhanger victory last year, and will be keen to consolidate their position in 2023.  
 
Congratulations to the following (listed by current world ranking):  

Women  

1. Jamie Gumbrell (Canberra) 

2. Kate McLoughlin (Canberra) 

3. Gerda Lambeck (Canberra) 

4. Liz Montague (Killara) 

5. Jill Sullivan (Sutherland) Vice-Captain 

Reserves: Sue Sellers (Toronto) and Pauline Markwell (Royal Sydney Golf Club) 

Men  
1. Peter Freer (Canberra/Queanbeyan) Captain 
2. Mark Scruton (Canberra) 
3. Kevin McGlynn (Canberra/Queanbeyan) 
3. David Scott (Ballina Cherry Street/Lismore) 
5. Malcolm Powys (Marrickville) 
Reserves: Derek Bull (Newcastle) and Ethan Gumbrell (Canberra) 
 
Jamie Gumbrell 

Jamie was introduced to croquet by her Grandparents at age 15. They took her to the 
Canberra Croquet Club where she has been a member since. Peter Freer mentored and 
taught her how to play. Jamie has previously competed in many croquet competitions in 
Australia, NZ and England. She won the Australian U21 Championship in 2020, 
Australian Women's Singles in 2022, and the NSW Bronze Medal in 2022 and 2023. Jamie 
has competed in two U21 World Championships and two World Open Championships and is 
traveling to England this year for the Women's World Championship. Jamie is very excited to 
be part of the NSW team again. 
 

 

Peter Freer (Captain) 

Peter discovered croquet in 1981 when his work-team hired a lawn at the Canberra Croquet 

Club, and he has been a member at Canberra ever since – now 42 years.  After retiring from 

work in October 2008 he took up serious competition; playing Association, Gateball and Ricochet 

but his preference is Golf Croquet.  Peter has played golf croquet in tournaments across 

Australia as well as in Egypt, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Belgium and New Zealand; including 4 

World GC Championships, plus a World Gateball Championship in Brazil.  Peter referees & 

coaches in all 4 codes.  Peter is married to Kate McLoughlin, and together they look forward to 

defending the InterState Shield in 2023. 
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Kate McLoughlin 

A member of the Canberra Croquet Club for 11 years, Kate has been enjoying competing, 

coaching and contributing to the working of both Canberra, and also Croquet NSW as Secretary 

and now Chair. Kate has been a member of the NSW ISS team since 2018. She has represented 

Australia in the Women’s World Championships in New Zealand in 2019, and has been selected 

to play for Australia in the Women’s World Championships in August this year in Sussex, 

England. In 2022 Kate was third in the Australian Women’s Singles Championship, and a 

member of the winning NSW ISS team which narrowly defeated Western Australia. Kate is 

looking forward to defending the title in Perth in September 2023, and playing in this strong 

and talented team! 

 

Mark Scruton 

I started playing croquet at a ‘Come and Try’ day in East Brisbane about 7 years ago. Retirement 

and moving to the NSW South Coast gave me time to practice and compete. Always seeking to 

improve I try to eliminate opportunities for errors and improve accuracy and consistency making 

the NSW State Squad the last 3 years. Last year Peter Freer and I won the Australian Open 

Doubles. This year I won the Third Eights undefeated and the NSW GC Men’s Open Singles. I 

participated again in the NSW GC Bronze Medal. My first time in the team, I am looking forward 

to contributing to the defence of NSW's narrow win in the ISS last year. 

 

Gerda Lambeck 

I have been playing and thoroughly enjoying croquet since retiring as a paediatric physiotherapist 

12 years ago. I play mostly Golf Croquet, I am a member of the Canberra Croquet Club, and have 

participated in Pennants comps and enjoy competing in “away” events. I was selected in the 2019 

ISS team and in the winning team in 2022, and took 3rd place in the President’s First Womens 

eight this year. I have been fortunate enough to be selected to play in the Women’s World 

Championship in Brighton, UK. I am looking forward to playing again with the NSW team in Perth. 

 

 
Kevin McGlynn 
Kevin began playing Golf Croquet in 2019 & it would be fair to say that he’s been hooked ever 

since. He has a passion for coaching & is always keen to learn more about tactics & strategies in 

GC. After being part of the successful 2022 team, he’s keen to retain the title this year in Perth. 

 

 

 

Liz Montague 

Liz played in the NSW ISS team in 2015-2019 and is very pleased to be part of the team again 

this year. Liz has played Golf Croquet for about14 years, and Association Croquet more 

recently. She is captain of the Killara Croquet Club, where she is the current GC Club Champion. 

In 2022 Liz came fourth in the Australian Women’s Singles Championship. In 2017 she won the 

NSW Women’s Championship. She is looking forward to playing the ISS again in Perth, she has 

fond memories of the 2016 event. 
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David Scott 
From the first time I held a croquet mallet in 2015 I was hooked 

and knew this was the sport for me.  Initially I played Ricochet, 

then AC before playing GC in 2017.  I enjoyed croquet so much that 

I retired in December 2017 so I could play more often.  Whilst I 

enjoy all 3 versions, GC is my favourite as I’m continuously 

involved and on the move from start to end of game.  My selection 

in the 2023 NSW GC team is a dream come true and I’m working 

hard to ensure my best croquet of 2023 is at the ISS at Perth in September.  

I’m looking forward to being part of the team and a successful 

Campaign to defend the title won by NSW in 2022. 

 

Jill Sullivan (Vice-Captain) 

Like most of the croquet community I came to croquet as a retired person. My introduction to 

croquet was on a Mediterranean Cruise in 2016, the ship had a "real grass lawn" on the upper 

deck. Each day there was a tournament but oddly enough we didn't get around to playing a 

game. Upon my return to Sydney, I found a flyer from Senior's Week advertising "Come & Try" 

at Sutherland Croquet Club. I have been a competitive player since 2017, entering in many 

country tournaments, Pennants and CNSW Events and have formed friendships far and wide. 

Now a member of Cooks River CC, I’m excited and honoured to be a member of the 2023 

CNSW State Team. 

 

 Malcolm Powys 

Malcolm Powys was first introduced to croquet (AC) as a boy by his grandmother. After 

retiring in 2019, he joined Marrickville in 2019 where he has been a member since.  He is 

also a member at Cook’s River and Southern Highlands.  He is a qualified GC Referee and is 

planning to gain his Level 1 GC Coaching qualification. He is delighted to be selected in ISS 

State Team for the second year in a row and is looking forward to being part of the NSW 

team to defend the Interstate Shield in Perth in September. 

 

 

 

Sue Sellers 

Sue played “hit and giggle” croquet at a workplace 40 odd years ago and funnily enough 

her love of the game never left her.  

Fast forward 40 years and Sue and her husband bumped into a member of the Toronto 
Club in uniform at another seniors function – what followed was the obvious question. Is 
there croquet in Toronto? When and where?  
She has been playing competitively for 2 years, participating in many different local and 
country tournaments. She won the Mixed Doubles in 2022 and this year she was runner 
up in the NSW Open Women’s Singles championship. 
This desire to test herself against the best has led Sue to be selected as a Reserve in the 
NSW ISS team this year. 
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Derek Bull 

Derek lives in Newcastle, NSW and has been playing Golf Croquet since 2018 after he retired. 

Graduating quickly into the competitive arena Derek won both the NSW Division 2 and Division 1 

Singles titles in 2019 followed by the NSW Mens Open Singles title in 2020. He won the NSW 

Open Doubles in 2020 with his wife and they were runners up in 2022. A successful campaign at 

the Australian Open Singles Championships in 2021 led to a satisfying 7th place. In the 2023 ACA 

Presidents’ Eights Derek was the undefeated winner of the Mens Eight block event. Derek has 

been in the NSW Golf Croquet State Squad in 2020, 2021 and 2023. Derek is selected as reserve in 

the 2023 NSW ISS team and will represent Australia in the 2023 World Over 50s Golf Croquet 

Championship in Perth in October.  

Pauline Markwell 

Pauline has been playing croquet for 10 years and, happily, it is now a major activity in her 

life and source of many friendships. She has been a runner up in the NSW Women’s 

Championships and been a member of the NSW ISS team. Pauline’s home club is Royal 

Sydney Golf Club where she has been Chair and an active member of the croquet committee 

for many years. In addition, she is an inaugural member of Cooks River Croquet Club and 

was on the committee as Secretary for many years. Pauline has participated in Pennants for 

RSGC, CNSW and ACA tournaments for many years and also enjoys coaching. She is a 

women’s reserve in the NSW ISS team. 

 

Ethan Gumbrell 

Ethan Gumbrell is 18 years old and a member of Canberra Croquet Club. Ethan is the 
younger brother of NSW representative Jamie Gumbrell.  Jamie taught Ethan to play in 2018 
as Jamie didn't have a doubles partner for the U21 Australian championships. They went on 
to win the Australian doubles competition in 2019 and then in 2020. Unfortunately, they 
didn't get to play another U21 competition together because of Covid. Ethan has been 
growing as a player over the past year and is beginning to become successful without Jamie 
as a partner. Ethan is excited to be a part of the NSW state squad and looking forward to 
his opportunities ahead. 
 
 
Tournaments coming up: 
 
CNSW (GC) Division 1 Mixed Doubles, 21-22 August, Tempe. Entries close 11 August 
CNSW (GC) Division 1 Singles, 23-25 August, Tempe. Entries close 11 August 
CNSW (AC) Silver Brooch, 28-30 August, Port Macquarie. Entries close 18th August 
Forster AC/RC Spring Carnival, 28 August to 2 September, Forster. Entries close 21 August 
CNSW (AC) NSW Open Doubles, 2-3 September, Tempe.  Entries close 24 August 
CNSW (AC) Gold Brooch, 4-6 September, Cammeray.  Entries close 25 August 
Manly Seabreeze (AC) 15-19 September. Entries close 30 August 
CNSW (AC) Platinum Brooch (18-20 September, NEEDS HOSTING.  Entries close 8 September 
(AC) Escape to Jamberoo, 6-8 October, Jamberoo 
(GC) Urunga Carnival, Singles, 17-20 October, Urunga 
(GC) Jamberoo Spring Carnival, 24-27 October, Jamberoo 

Check out the Events tab on the CNSW website. 

https://www.croquet-nsw.org/events.html

